Interschool Sport Team Selection Policy
Warrandyte Primary School
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RATIONALE
Warrandyte Primary School aims to provide all students with the opportunity to develop and enrich their lives through sport and to strive for success in the highest competitive situation available. We acknowledge the important role that sporting competitions can play in a child’s social, emotional and physical development. 
PURPOSE
This policy is to ensure that the school provides an interschool sports program to aid in the following;
· Development of skills and fitness levels
· Increase knowledge and understanding of the strategies of games played 
· Develop appropriate attitudes for playing team sports
· Foster sportsmanship and encouragement of own team members
· Provide an inclusive sports program with equal opportunities for all students
In addition to physical education sessions, the Department of Education and Training (DET) mandates that all year 5 and 6 students be involved in a sports program.  
IMPLEMENTATION
WPS is a member of the Templestowe District School Sports Association (TDSSA) and the Manningham Division that controls sport in our area. The TDSSA is a member of School Sports Victoria. This is the governing body of Victorian Primary Schools’ Sport Association VPSSA (see link). The selection of sports for Inter School Sport (ISS) for each of the seasons (summer and winter) is decided upon by the TDSSA. The teams are either boys, open or girls and are played on a weekly basis with finals played at the conclusion of all rounds to find District Premiers. All competitions then go to Division, then Regional and finally State level.


Interschool sports that the TDSSA participate in are: 
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Summer 
· Softball – open and girls 
· Cricket – open 
· Rounders – open and girls     
· Bat Tennis – open          

Winter
· Hotshots tennis -open
· Netball A and B– girls
· Soccer – open
· AFL – open
· Teeball - girls





INTERSCHOOL SPORT – SELECTION PROCESS 
 All year 5 and 6s will be allocated into a team as part of the curriculum. In addition to physical education sessions, the Department of Education and Training (DET) mandates that all year 5 and 6 students be involved in a sports program. The number of participating students in each sport is determined by the rules provided by SSV. 
 All year 5 and 6s will be able to nominate their first, second and third preference of sports each season. Due to our numbers we are not able to accommodate filling all teams. All students are put in their first preference and then the most popular sports are selected. From there year 5 students are moved around to their second or third preference in order to fill teams. Where possible year 6s will remain in their first preference, however, this is not always possible as the priority is to have full teams so as to be able to compete.
 Where the VPSSA and TDSSV competition provides and when appropriate, open teams at WPS will promote inclusion and gender equality.
 

SELECTION PROCESS FOR A and B TEAMS  
In the event that numbers permit, and an A & B team are being selected for netball, the following will apply; 
 Year 5 and 6 students selected in netball will go through a trial process to select an ‘A’ team and ‘B’ team. The players will be selected according to ability.
 The ‘A’ team will be stronger than the ‘B’ team. 
 These teams are not set in stone and in the event of illness or other circumstances, if an ‘A’ team is short of numbers, then a ‘B’ team player from that same sport may be called up to fill in. 

FURTHER DISTRICT SPORT
District round robins run in terms 3 and 4 and provide further participation and extension for students. Round robins are held in AFL (girls), soccer (girls), netball (open), teeball (open), volleyball (girls and open), basketball (girls and open) and lawn bowls (open). Hooptime is also available for students in years 3-6.
A range of factors are considered when selecting the teams for district competition:
· Level of ability in the sport
· Previous interschool sport experience
· Outside school experience
· Effort and commitment at training 
· Knowledge of the sport, rules and strategies
· Modelling of the WPS school values
· Year 6 students will be given preference over year 5 students if skill level and behaviour are identical, as it is their last year to be able to represent.
Within each team students are placed in positions which enhance the team’s performance. These are not individual sports and the individual plays in the best interests of the team.
House Swimming, cross country and athletics carnivals provide the opportunity for personal achievement in individual sports.



HOUSE SWIMMING, CROSS COUNTRY AND ATHLETICS CARNIVALS
House Carnivals are available for Grades 3 – 6 and are generally completed in age groups 8/9years, 10 years, 11 years and 12/13 years. Age groups are taken from the age students are turning or have turned in the year of competition.
Swimming Carnival: 
Students select events in freestyle, backstroke, breaststroke or butterfly in 50m or 25m and these are ratified with parent permission.
House Captains choose relay teams dependant on student results.
Cross Country Carnival:
All students in years 3-6 compete in the House cross country. Age groups 8/9 years, and 10 years run 2km and age groups 11 years and 12/13 years run 3km. 
Athletics Carnival:
All students in years 3-6 compete in the House athletics in 8/9 years, 10 years, 11 years and 12/13 years age groups. All students compete in the 100m sprint. Students are able to also select up to another 4 events and House Captains select relay teams from the 100m sprint races on the day. Maximum number of events on the day for a student are 6. 

District Carnivals
No 8 year-old age group at District level. 
Only winners in 50m swimming events go through to District and dependant on times and technique as well.
The top 10 students in each age group and each gender qualify for District cross country, dependant on times as well.
Students placing first in Athletics field events go through to District, first 2 place getters in hurdles, 800m and 1500m and first 3 place getters in 100m. 
For Swimming there is in place a TDSSA Policy of 2 individual events and 2 relay restriction for any student. 
 For Athletics there is in place a TDSSA Policy of 2 individual events and 1 relay restriction for any student. 
 Where a student qualifies for more events than policy, in determining the events to be entered the aim should be to balance individual student performance and choice. Where this creates a vacancy in an event, the third or subsequent place getters may then be selected to participate to complete the squad. The PE teacher maintains the discretion to decide whether a lower place getter is sufficiently skilled to be selected.




HOOPTIME BASKETBALL 
Hooptime, organised by Basketball Victoria, comprises of two competitions – one for year 3/4s (Junior) and one for 5/6s (Senior). The competition at each age group is graded into Rookies (Mixed), Future Stars (Mixed) and All Stars (Boys and Girls). Rookies and Future Stars, at all times, must have either 2 boys and 3 girls or 2 girls and 3 boys on the court. 
Students nominate their ability level with Rookies not having played competition basketball, Future Stars play competition basketball and All Stars are the strongest players in the school and generally play rep basketball. Teams of approximately 8 are then put together
GENERAL GUIDELINES
Our objective is to develop sport skills, game strategies and good sportsmanship. 
 Good sportsmanship, respect for teammates, opponents and officials, and adherence to WPS values will be the expected standard for all participating students. 
 Participants in sporting activities are to be supervised at all times by either a teacher or appropriate adult. 
 With the exception of mouth guards, students will be provided with adequate protective equipment appropriate to the sport as specified by the SSV. However, students are allowed to bring their own protective equipment to use during interschool sport. 
 It is a requirement that students wear mouthguards for contact sports such as AFL and soccer and other sports as advised. It is the responsibility of the parents to provide mouthguards. 
 Students need to wear the appropriate school sporting uniform including appropriate footwear such as runners. The style of uniform will depend on the sport. 
 The school’s SunSmart policy is to apply for all interschool sporting activities. A school-approved hat must be worn when UV levels are 3 or above (generally from mid-August to the end of April in Victoria).
  Students will have the opportunity to take on different positions within the team. 
 Captaincy of teams can be rotated on a weekly basis around the year 6 students. At the start and end of matches both teams line up and face each other and are addressed by both captains.
 Teams may train at a specified time, and it is expected that all students attend training sessions. 
 The staff member in charge of each sport is to take a mobile phone (leave the number at the office) and first aid kit to non-school based locations. 
 Students will be expected to learn the rules for their sport so that they are able to play safely. 
 Students, Parents and Coaches must adhere to the appropriate codes of conduct. These are in line with the SSV policies.
Parents will be encouraged to support the Sports program through active coaching/scoring/transport of teams. 
 Students will not be able to participate in interschool sport until they have returned their permission form and money.


Financial Help for Families
WPS will make all efforts to ensure that students are not excluded for financial reasons. Families experiencing financial difficulty are invited to discuss alternative payment arrangements with the Business Manager/Principal/Office Manager. The Business Manager or Office Manager can also discuss family eligibility for the Department’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF), which provides payments for eligible students to attend school activities, including camps and excursions.  Applications for the CSEF are open to families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster parents and are facilitated by the school. Further information about the CSEF and the application form are available at Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund.  
Refunds
If an excursion is cancelled or altered by the school, or a student is no longer able to attend part or all of the camp or excursion, our school will consider requests for partial or full refunds of payments made by parents/carers on a case-by-case basis taking into account the individual circumstances. Generally, we will not be able to refund payments made for costs that have already been paid where those funds have already been transferred or committed to a third party and no refund is available to the school. 
Behaviour expectations
Students participating sports programs via incursions and excursions are required to adhere to our Schoolwide Positive Behaviour Matrix, cooperate and display appropriate behaviour to ensure the camp or excursion is a safe, positive and educational experience for all students involved. 
Parents/carers will be notified if their child is in danger of losing the privilege to participate in an excursion or camp due to behaviour that does not meet the standards of behaviour set out in the school’s Student Wellbeing and Engagement. The decision to exclude a student will be made by the Principal, in consultation with the Organising Teacher. Both the parent/carer and the student will be informed of this decision prior to the camp or excursion.
Electronic Devices
Students will not be permitted to bring electronic devices to excursions except with prior approval from the Principal. The Principal will only approve students bringing electronic devices to a camp or excursion in exceptional circumstances and when it is in the best interests of the student, and may place conditions on its location and use during the camp or excursion. Conditions of use will be placed on any such circumstances.
Accident and Ambulance Cover
Any costs associated with student injury rest with parents/carers unless the Department is liable in negligence (liability is not automatic). 
Unless otherwise indicated, WPS and the Department do not provide student accident or ambulance cover. Parents/carers may wish to obtain student accident insurance cover and/or ambulance cover, depending on their health insurance arrangements and any other personal considerations.  
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COMMUNICATION
This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following way: Included in staff induction processes and staff training.
· Available publicly on our school’s website 
· Included in staff handbook/manual
· Included in transition and enrolment packs
· Discussed at parent information nights/sessions
· Reminders in our school newsletter 
· Hard copy available from school administration upon request
FURTHER INFORMATION AND RESOURCES 
This policy should be read in conjunction with the following Department polices and guidelines:
· Excursions
· Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
· Parent Payments Policy
· https://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/eastern-metropolitan-primary/manningham-primary

The following school policies are also relevant to this Camps and Excursions Policy: 
· Statement of Values and School Philosophy
· Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy
· Volunteer Policy
· Duty of Care Policy
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