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GETTING A DRIVER LICENSE

Anyone whao operates a motor vehicla, motar-driven
cycle ar moped on Colorade's public streefs and
highways must be 16 or oldar and have a wvalid
driver licanse. If you ara a rasident of Colarado (for
axampla if youown aroparate abusiness in Colorado
ar have rasided within the state continuously far 90
days ar have gainful amployment within this state),
vou must get a Colorado driver licenss within 30
days of bacoming a resident unlass you are sarving
an aclive duty in tha U_S. military, the depandent of
an active duty military sarvice mambear or residing
in Colorado foar the principal purpose af furthering
yaur education. If you have a change bl

to your address or name you must —opoirdb=

e e i T e T

notify the Division of Motor Vehicles ¢ iy pe . F g
within 30  days. Idantification £yl B Pz
requirements for U.S. citizens and Dl g ity
permanent residents can be found af mﬁr_}‘-ﬂhﬁl'}rr_if.:

DMV Colarado. gov/documents.

Driving Knowledge Tests (written tests): This test covars
driving knowledge and safety. The test quastions cowvar
the contents of this handbook including read signs, driving
under tha influence, driving rules, safety rules and lagal
itams. Praclica quizzes ara available online and through the
myColorado app.

Mote: Written tesis are nof given within 30 minufes of an
affice’s scheduled closing ime. Pleasa plan your visit with
this in mind.

Mame & Address Changes
You hawve 30 days lo nofify the DMV of a namsa or addrass
change.

Instruction permits: After passing a written test, you are
aligible for an instroction parmit. An insfruction permit
allows limited driving privileges for peopla learning to drive.
When you are driving with an instruction permit, you must
have a person who is 21 years or older who has a valid
Colorado licanse in the front passanger seat.

Driving Skills Test (drive test): This test covars
practical driwving skills and abilities. This is tha most
important part of the licensing process becausa it
allows you to show that you can drive safely. You
cannot schadula a drive test at a State driver license
affice at this time. Howewver, this could change and
you ara encouraged to visit the DMY websile to see
if wa ara currently offering drive tesis. Somea county-
aparated offices offer drive tasts, please refer to your
county website for updated information on testing.
Drive tests are primarily being given by Certified
EEE-L"J:;_‘_-E Commercial I;Jriving Schools, A Iink. o
T A the current list of schools conducting
Pl Lelied drive tests can be found here (or at the
e i A websile listed below). More information
PR i ot e .

E B ey can also be found on the DMY website

EEaamie ) DMV Colorado. gov/drivereducalian.
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When you take tha drive test at a state-approved, certified
commercial driving school, the school may provide a
vahicle for you to drive or it may reguire you to provide
a wvehicle that has current insurance and ragistration.
Regardless of who provides the vaehicle, the sxaminer will
check the vehicle for safely including brake lights, turn
signals, seat balts, the windshield and tires. Examinars will
also check whethear the vehicle's doars and windows open
from inside the automobile. For safely reasons, anly the
driver and the axaminar are allowed in the vehicla during
the test. InterpretersiTranslators, family, frisnds or pals are
not allowed. Remove weaapons from your vehicle before
taking the drive test. Twrn off any electronic davices in your
vahicle, imncluding the radio and your call phons. Remove
abjects from the dashboard and the rearview mirror. I you
fail the drive test, you must wait until the next besiness day
before retaking the tast

The drive fest measures your skill and knowledge of
legal and safe driving praclicas. You will not be asked to
do anything illegal. You may ask the examinar questions
before the test begins. Afar that, any unnecassary talking
will anly interfera with the tast. You will be scored during
the antira test.

Tha drive test will ba administered using guidelinas from
the American Associalion of Motor Vehicle Administrators
{(AANMYVA). Tha skills measured will be an assessmant of
all three af the following categories:

Perceptual: Thae ability to parceive characlerisiics of the
many highway traffic anvironmeants in a way that parmits safe
vahicle oparation, e.g. judging gaps or identifying hazards,

Motor: The ability to manipulats contrals in arder o manauvar
the wahicls, e.g. ability to rotate the stearing whesal in relation
to the motion of the wehicle and intended path when turning
A comer.

Attentional: The ability 1o focus and shift altention, e.g. to
mignitor traffic ahead and the side ina merge.

Your drive test score will be based upon how well you
perform the following manauvers:

+ Left and right turns

« Slopping at intarsactions

+ Through intersections

* Lan& changes in traffic

+ Ganeral driving bahavior

+ Merging into and leaving traffic

Specific maneuvers have grading factors that are
associated with the performance reguirements.
These are:

Lane selection: Enteraxil traffic from the proper lans,
approach intersections in tha proper lane, and the manauvar
in tha proper lane.

Lane management: Ramain antirely within the turning
lana, keep bofh hands on the wheel Use approved
methad of stearing contral (hand-owver-hand or push-pull-
slida). Choose the correct portion of tha lana for making
wour turn {when turming right, always turn from the right-
most portion of your lane or when turning laft, always turn



fram the left-mast portion of your lama). Afler completing
the turm, ensure the vahicle is cantered in the appropriate
lana. Start'finish tha turn in the proper lanae, do not drive
avear lane markings or over curbs.

Turn Signals: Turn signal is turned on confinuously 100 feat
before turing or changing lanes in urban areas and 200 feat
before turning or changing lanes on 4-lane highways.
Turn signal is cancelled within 3 seconds of turning or
changing lanes.

Speed control: Smooth decaleration does not hold wp
traffic, adjust speed to react to traffic or conditions, maintain
steady spead during lana change, approach intersection at
a spaed that allows the tum to be made without stopping or
braking during the turm.

Stopping: Come to a complate stop, no forsard motion of the
vahicle. Do not ancroach over the stop line and, crosswalk;
kaep the vehicle's wheels pointed straight ahead while
slopped, do not turn the wheels until beginning to make the
turm and maintain an adequate distance betwesan vehicles
{If you can see the rear wheels fouching the ground of the
vahicle in front of you, you are atl an adequate distance).

Acceleration: Accelarales smoofhly withoul jerking,
doesn't lug the engine, coast, impade traffic, clash gears
ar stall the vehicla.

Searching: Obsarvas tha frafic environment, looks ovar
shoulder before changing lanes, uses mirmors, scans for
fraffic whan approaching an intersection, looks laft, right,
left before entering intersactions, looks behind afler each
turm. During the test, use of safely-critical technodogies such
as back-up cameras, and blind spot and lane depariure
warnings are allowed but do not take the place of physical
saarching skills.

General driving behavior: Steering, braking, accalaation,
saarching, lana usagea, and abeying all traffic laws, signs
and signals.

MINCR DRIVERS

Minor instruction permits: Reguirements to ablain and
resirictions an an insfruction parmit vary by aga.

Affidavit of Liability and Guardianship: If you are undar
18, your application must be accompanied by an Afhdavit
af Liability (DR24680) signed and wverfied by your parent,
stepparent, grandparant with power of attomey, lagal
guardian, spouse aolder than 18, or any other responsible
adult willing to accept lagal liability.

The afidavit must ba signed in front of the driver license
affice amployes or a nolary public. Whoever signs the
affidavif agrees to tlake legal respaonsibility for your actions as
drivar. If the si decidas 1o B L
a drivar. & signar decidas nuh:.lr.rgar E:“L.J ‘:_m:E
accepl rasponsibility for  your  driving, gy
that person may withdraw their signature :__'q_-:-—i; ity
and your permitflicense will ba cancelad. ﬂ'L_'_-_n'E el _P_'
Minors in foster care are exempt from this  [3ieiog i
: 5 3 ini v I"‘Il:l.lll
requirement, provided certain conditions o b P
are met, additional information can be
found at DY Colorado. gowfoster-children-driver-licenses.

Application for driver license: Colorado law requires
minors to have an instroction parmit for 12 months bafore
applying for a driver license and to submil a completed
and signed driving log showing 50 hours of driving
axparianca (10 of which must have baan at night). If
vounger than 18 and B months, you must also complete
6 hours of behind-the-whasal training with an approved
driver education instructor. If thera is not an approved
driving schoal offering at least 20 hours of behind-the-
wheel training per waak within 30 milas of your residance,
12 additional hours of driving with your parantfguardian/
alternate parmit suparvisar may be substituted for tha &
howurs of bahind the wheaal fraining with a driver education
instructar If you live mare than 30 milas from the nearast
commercial driving school you must bring a printed map
af the rowte from your home to the driving schoal when
wou go to the drivar licensa office.

Passenger restrictions: While you are younger than
18, you have passenger restrictions based on how
leng you have had your driver license. For the first six
months after your license is issued, you cannol have
any passengers undear 21, unlass a parent or another
licensed adulf driver is in the vehicle. After & months, you
may hava one passenger younger than 21. Siblings and
passangars with madical emergencies are exceptions.
After 1 year, you may carry as many passengears as thare
are seat belis in the vahicla.

Curfew: For your first year as a licensad driver,
driving betwean midnight and 5 a.m. is not allowed
unless you are accompanied by an instructor, parent
ar legal guardian. Exceplions include driving to
and from school ar work (with a signed statement
from school or work), meadical emeargencies and
amancipated minors.

HOW ¥OU CAN LOSE YOUR LICENSE

Having a driver license is a privilege. Protact that
privilege by driving with care and consideration for
others. Some examples of ways your driving privilege
may be suspended, revoked or canceled are:

« Maat or excead the minimum point accumulation
for suspension.

« Are convicted of driving while under the influance
of aleohol or drugs.

« Refuse to be testad for alcohol or drug content.

« Are convicted of failing to report a crash or
leaving tha scene of a crash without stopping,
axchanging infarmation and rendering aid.

« Fail to report a crash ta the Division of Motor Vehiclas
according to the Financial Responsibility Law.

« Give false information on your driver licenss
application.

« Fail to settle a judgmant against you as a result of a
crash whils operating a vehicla.

« Lend your license to somaone alsa or misuse it

« Fail to appear for a re-examination requested by the
Division of Motor Vehiclas.

¢ Are convicled of wvehicular homicide as a result of a
mater wahicle crash.
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« Fail to pay arderad child support.

« Fail to pravide valid evidence of insurance whean
raguested by a law enforcement officer. Drivers ara
raguired to have proof of insurancea while operating
a wahicle.

¢ Ara convicted of purchasing or possessing alcohal
while you are youngear than 21.

SEAT BELT LAWS
Colorado law requiraes a fastened seat belt o ba worn in
all motor vehiclas with a factory-equipped seat bell system
while in operation on public roadways by:

¢ Tha driver

¢ Front seal passangers

¢ Children undar 16

The anly exceplions ars:

« Emargency parsoninsal

« Passenger busas and school busas

¢ Farm aguiprmant

¢ Thea driver of delivery vans while on the job

« Aryone carrying a writtan medical statement
from a physician stating they are not physically ar
psychalagically requirad to wear seal balls

The Colerado child passengar profection law requires
childran to ba properly fastened inlo an approprate child
restraint system. If a parent is not in the mobor vehicle, il s
the drivar's respansibility to ensure that each child is propardy
fastened into ane of tha fallowing:

* Children less than 2 years old and weighing less
than 40 pounds: must be properly securad in thea
rear seal of the vahicle in a rear-facing child restraind
sysiam.

* Children less than 2 years old and weighing 40
pounds or more: must ba properly securad in a rear-
facing OR forward-facing child restraint systam.

* Children 2 years of age, but less than 4 years of
age and weighing at least 20 pounds: must be
properly securad in a rear-facing or forward-facing child
restraint system in the rear seat of a wehicla if one is
available.

* Children 4 years of age or older, but less than 3
yaars of age and weighing at least 40 pounds:
musi ba properdy secured in a child rastraint system or
booster seat in tha rear seat of a vahicle, if a rear seal
is available.

* Children between 9 and 18 years old: must be
properly restrained in a seal ball or child rastraint
sysiem according fo the manufacturar's instructions.

Passengers in motor vehicles driven by anyonea younger
than 18 must be properly restrained or wear seat
balts. The number of passengers in vahicles driven by
parsons younger than 18 must not axcesad the number
af seat balls.

DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUEMNCE

Drriving while impaired by alcohol, other drugs, or drug
combinations s ona of the greatest faclors in madway
crashes and falalities. Every year, tens of thousands of
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peaple are killed by impaired drivers. But the facts and
slatistics do not tell the whaole story. Bethind the numbsars are
thousands of livas cul short, permanent ar disabling injuries,
and families devasiated because someona drove whils
under the influence of alcahal or drugs.

When you drive while impairad, safe driving is not
possible and you are mora likely to take risks such as
spaaeding or turning abruptly. Alcohal is a depressant
drug that reducas brain function, which impairs thinking,
reasoning, and muscle coordination. Dapressants may
slow refleses and reaction times while raducing your
ability to make the dacisions nacassary to safaly operate
a motor vehicle. &s the amount of drugs in your body
increasas, your judgmant worsens and skills decrease.

It is unlawiul for someocne to either possess an open
container of alcohol or possass an open container of
marijuana while in the passenger area of a motor vehicle
that is on a public road.

A driver may be convicted of either DWAI {Driving
Whila Ability is Impaired) or DUl [(Driving Undar the
Influence) dapanding on the lavel of the driver's mental
ar physical impairment. DWAI means the driver is
impaired to tha slightest degraa. DUl means the driver
is substantially incapable of safe driving. Impaired
driving convictions are nol proven only by the driver's
Blood Alcohol Concaniration (BAC), but by the impaired
driving behavior and a botality of circumstance. This is
usually documented by the driver’'s operalion of the
vehicla andlor observed impairment during the |aw
enfarcement officer's contact with the driver and the
driver's performance on Standardized Field Sobriety
Tests. A driver may also be convicled of DUl per se if
the driver’s BAC is greater than 0.08%. Licensas may
ba ravoked if tha driver refuses a toxicological tast, set
forth in Colorado Statute, or based on a BAC over .08
ar aver .02 if the driver is under 21, or ovar .04 for a
COL driver.

Alcohal in the body affects paople differenily, aven if they
hawve consumed tha same amount of alcohel over tha same
time period. & parson's BAC depands on several factors:

* The amount of alcohol consumed

* Body weight

* The parod of ime in which the alcohal was consumed
* The amount of time sinca tha last drink was consumead
* The parson’s 5ex

It doas not make a difference whathar EI'I:. 3
a drink is beer, wine or liguor. Slkandard
sarvings of sach contain about the sama
amount of alcohal. & standard drink s e LR
defimed as 12 ouncas of beer, & ounces of ;"‘LE-'JT':‘&;,_-_'E
wing, or 1.5 ounces of distilled spirits, all of E e 501 e
which contain the sama amount of alcohal.

Onca alcohal is in the bloodstreaam, only the passaga of ime
will make parson sober as the body aliminates it through
normal bodily procasses. On average, a person’'s BAC will
drap by 0.015% per hour.




Table

Conviction Hrand Aol Pk Fouang Fine Jail Public Service
Content Suspension
15t Driving Whila Ability . )
Impaired (DWAI] 0.05% B $200-3500 2-180 days | 2448 hours
15t Driving Under tha . .
influsnce (DUI) 008 %, Ravocation: 3 manths $B00-51,000 | 5-365 days | 48-86 hours
2nd DWAlL ar DU 0.08% Ravocation: 1 year SB00- 51,500 | 10-365 days | 48-120 hours
i

E’SIW subamquent LIGIAI or Ravocation: 2 years SE00- §1,500 | BO-365 days | 48-120 hours

Table 1: Possible Penalties for Impairad Driving for 21 and
Older (for more information on additional fees, education

couirtd)

Driving under the influence while younger than 21: Any
driver youngear than 21, convicted of DU ar DWAIL is subject
to revacation of their driver licansa for the first comviction if
they fail to compleds a court-orderad evaluation or program.
A second or third conviction is 8 mandatory revocation of
their license.

Aryone youngsar than 21 is convicted of buying or possassing
alcohal is subject to revocation of thair driving privilage evan
if driving is not a factor.

Drugs and driving: Driving while impaired by drogs,
including illicit drugs, marijuana, prescription madications

and ovar the countar medications, is illegal and subject to
the same penalties as driving while impaired by alcohol.
Theay can have effects similar fo alcohal or even worse. The
fact that marijuana or olher drugs were used for medicinal
purposes is not a defanse for DU or DYWALL

Besides alcohol, other drugs can affect a person’s ability to
safely operate a vehicle. Lika alcohaol, impairment from these
drugs is dose depandent and waries among individuals.,
Prescription drugs, such as tranquilizers, pain killers and
aver-the-counter madications for allergies and colds can
impair safa driving skills. Drivers must check medication
labels for warnings aboul the medication's effects before
driving. If tha labal is missing or unclear, check with your
doctor or pharmacist about any possible side effecis.

The Matiomal Safely Council advizsas that tha active
ingrediants in marijuana cause changes in cognitive effeclts
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(knowing, thinking, judging, evaluating and planning) and
psychomator affacts [coordination, reaction time, motor
skills, and tracking). It is unsafe to operate a vehicla while
impaired by marijuana due o tha increased risk of death ar
injury o tha operator and the public.

Like with alcohol, the degree of marijuana impairmant
depends upon the dosa consumead, time since consumption,
and differences betwsaen individuals. The degree and
duration of marijuana impairmant depands upon the mathod
aof consumption. Unlika with alcohod, thare i no correlation
betwaen levels of Delta-8-Tatrahydroecannabinal (THC) in
the blood, breath or oral fluid (or saliva sample) and the
degrae of individual impairmsant.

Theara 5 a parmissible inferance that a driver was DUl if
the driver's blood contained § nanograms of THC par
milliliter {ng'ml} of blood. There is no THC parmissible
inferance level for WAL Most marijuana impaired drivers
are convicted based upon bahavioral symptoms, as well as
blood THC levels.

Polydrug Impairment: Folydrug impairmant is caused
by wsing two or more drugs simultaneocusly, including
using alcohol, marijuana, prescription  medications,
avar-the-counter medications or any other drugs in any
combination. Mixing drugs can increase the substance's
affects. Colorado’s data shows that polydrug impairment
is mora commaon than impairment by any single drug othar
than alcohol, and also more dangerous.

lMegal dregs such as LSD, mathamphataming and herain
also affect a person's raflexas. judgmeant and alertness along
with thair many other dangerous side affacts. These drugs
can give a falze sense of alertnass and self confidencs ar
maka you drowsy and unable fo react to simple situations.

Law enforcament officars are frained to identify, docurmant
and testify to the impairmant of driving skills, regardless
of causa, including medical issues, alcohal, marijuana,
prascription drugs, owvar-the-countar drugs, illegal drugs or
any combination of these. Drivers are roulinely convicted of
Colorada's impaired driving laws regardlass of the drug or
drugs cawsing the impairmeant and regardless of the leval of
any drug that may be found in the blood or saliva.

Express Consent Law [C.R.5. 42-4-1301.1): Colarado has
an exprass consant law, which means whan you operate a
motar wehicle in tha Centannial Stale, you agrae o take a
chemical test to detarmina the presence of alcohol andfar
drugs in your blood.

If vou are suspectad of driving while impaired or under the
influence of alcohol and'or drugs, law enforcement officars
can reguira you to take a chamical test of your blood, breath,
saliva or urine.

If you refuse fo lake the tast or do not comply with baing
testad, your driver licansa will ba ravoked for one year and
wou will ba raguirad o install an ignition interdack devica an
any mofor wahicla you drive for two years.

An ignifion interlock is s a devica that is installead on motor
vahiclas 1o prohibits you from oparating a vehicle while under
the influancs of alcohal. It requires your breath sample before
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the angine will start, and you are perodically required o
provide breath samples while driving. If the device defects an
alevated alcohal concantration level, the vehicle will mot start.

If ather suspensions or revocations come about from this
samea incident, they will be added onto tha end of the
revacation {consecutively).

Because driving umder the influence is exceadingly
dangerous, penalties for akeobol or drug related viclations
ara wery tough and can includa jail, finas and suspension of
driving privilegas.

Colorado law does not allow yow to plea bargain out of an
alcohal or drug related driving offense. The anly sura way o
awoid the conssquences is nol to use alcohol or drugs at all
when driving.

BEFORE ¥0OU DRIVE

Baing a safe driver dapands on being able to see cearly,
not being ovarly tired, not driving under tha influanca of
aleaohal ar drugs, being generally healthy, and beaing mantally
and ematicnally fit to drive. Thera are many environmental
sights and sounds to ba aware of while driving such as
weather, ima of tha day. lighting conditions, honking, sirans,
sereaching fires, people shouting, ete. Using all of your
availabla sansas to assist you with alertness and awaranesss
af ama’s surroundings can halp warn you of danger.

Vision: Good wision is a must for safe driving. You drive
based on what you s=e. If yvou canno! see claary withouwt
carrective lensas, you may have frouble identifying traffic
and road conditions, spofting potential hazards, recognizing
smaller mad wsers like pedestrians or bicyclists and
reacting in a timaly mannar. It is important o have your
ayas checked every year or bwo by an eye spedalist. If you
hawe a corrective lens restriction on your license, you naaed
to wear glasses or contact lanses while driving.

Hearing: While your hearing levels can be helpful to
alert you to your surroundings, it must be noted the
ability to hear {or not) does not guarantes you will hear
anvironmantal sounds. Music may be playing, passengers
may ba talking, andfor the car may be so well-insulated to
the outside world that environmental sounds are muted. It
is also commaon for people to axperience declines in their
hearing lavals as they aga andfor due o exposure to loud
noises. Thasa declines can happan 5o slowly that a person
may not immediately notice an issue. If you suspect that
your hearing leveals have dadlined, it is recommended you
hawe your haaring tested by an audiclogist. Naote — You
may nol oparate a motor vahicle while weaaring earphones.
Tha definition of aarphones indude any devica or headset
which cowvers all or a portion of bolh ears. Earphonas do
not include hearing aids, cochlear implants, assistive
listaning devicas, speakers or other listening devices that
are built into protective headgear or a davice that anly
covers all or a portion of one ear and that is connaclad to
a wiraless daevice.

Fatigue: Whan you are tired, you cannol drive as safely as
when you ara rested. Your reactions and decision making skills
are greafly reduced. Break long driving pariods into bwo-hour
sagments. If you bacome drowsy, pull off the road and rest.



Health: Many haalth problems, such as a bad cold, infection
ar awirus, can affect your driving . Evan lithe problams such as
a stiff meck, cough or sare kg can affect your driving. Some
conditions, such as epilepsy, diabetes and heart conditions
can posa risks that make it unsafe (o drive a vahicle. Check
with your docior if you think your health condition could affect
wour driving.

Emotions: Emations can greally affect safe driving. Yaou
may not drive weall if you ara overly worried, axcited, afraid or
angry. Do not give info road raga.

Distractions: Disfractions are tha leading cause of drivar
arror. Adistraction is anything that takes away your attantion,
aven momantarily, fram the task of driving. Driving requires
yaur full attention. Before baginning a trip, adjust your seat,
mirrors, radio, temperature and secure any loosa objecls
in the car. Ba sura averyone in the vehicle, particulary
childran, ara wearing age-appropriale rastraint devices. Do
not allow yoursalf to become disfracted by your cell phone,
canvarsations with passengers, children or rubbemeacking
{staring at something of interest). Safely pull over to address
disfracting or urgent situabions.

Vehicle: The wvehicle you drive impacks your abilily to drive
safaly. Motorists are responsible o ensure the vehicles they
driver are safe lo oparate. & vahicla in poor operating condition
is unsafe, costs more to drive and can cause an amangendy
siluation, such as a breakdown or wreck. it can also result in
a citation from law enforcament. Follow your vehicle ownar's
manual for mutine mainkenance, A few simple checks will
prevant trouble on the mad and ensure your vahicle complies
with Colorado motar vehicle laws:

« Braking system: If the brakes do not saem to be working
properly, have a mechanic chack them immadiately.

« Lights: Make sure furn signals, brake lights, tail lights
and headlights ara operating properly.

« Windshield and wipers: Gat your windshield
replacad if tha glass is damaged bacause damagad
glass can break easily or abstruct vision, Windshield
wipers keap the rain and snow off the windshiald.
Maka sure thay are in good operating condition. If
the blades have not been working well, replace them.
Keap the windshiald clean inside and out, and keep
yaur window washer fluid tank full. Clear snow, ice or
frost from all windows.

« Tires: Worn or bald tires can increase your stopping
distanca, make turning mora difficult, can cause
hydroplaning when tha road is wet, and increase
the chance of having a flat tire. Unbalancad wheels
and low tire prassure increase tire wear, reduce fuel
acanamy and makes the vehicle hardear (o stear and
stop. If tha wehicle bouncas, the steering wheal shakes,
ar the wehicle pulls to one side, have a mechanic check
waur tires,

« Steering system: If tha vehicla is hard ta turn, hawva
the stearing chacked by a mechanic.

« Buspension system: If the vehicle bounces
axcessively, keeps bouncing after a bump or after you
stop, you may need naw shocks or other suspension
paris. Have a mechanic chack it aut.

« Exhaust system: Fumes from a leaky exhaust systam
can cause death in a very short time. Mewar run the
mictar in youwr garags or sit in the car with the matar
running without apening a window. Most axhauwst
problems ara easily heard; hawve them repaired.

¢« Engine: & poorly tuned angina can lose power neadad
far normal driving and emergancies, may nod starf, get
poor fusl acanamy, pollute the air, and could stall on
wou whan you are an the road, causing problams for
wou and ofher traffic.

¢« Horm: The horn shiould be chacked regularly.

¢ Mirrers: Adjust your rear view mirrer and side

mirrors bafore you bagin to drive. To adjust tha

drivar's side mirror placa your head against the left
side window and set the mirror so you can baraly sea
the side of the car in the laft side of the mirror. To
adjust the passengar's side mirror position your haad
s0 that it is cantered under the inside rearvigw mirror
ar just abovea the center consaola. Sel the mirror so
wou can just saa the side of tha car in the right side
af the mirrar.

Loose objects: Make sura thare ara no objects

an tha rear shelf or back seat that could injure

somaons during a sudden stop ar crash. Ensure

thare ara no abjects on the floor that cowld rall
umder the brake pedal or accelarator and interfare
with your safe driving.

Head rests: They should ba adjusted so the head

restraint touchas the back of your head.

BASIC DRIVING

Starting the engine: How you starl your wehicle will
depand on its make and model. Check the vahicle owner's
manual far how to start tha vehicle. Mo mattar your make
and model, your right foot should be on the brake before
starting tha wehicle. Check indicator lights and gaugas to
be sure your vehicle does not need mainlenance.

Moving the wehicle: Look for a safe path and check for
traffic or padestrians to the sides and behind. Signal, and if
safe, prass tha accelarator gantly with the ball of youwr foof on
the padal and the heel of your foot on the foar,

Stopping the vehicle: Chack your mirrars for traffic to the
rear of your vahicle. Move your fool from the accalarator
to the brake pedal. With steady prassure, press until your
vahicle comes to a stop.

Steering: The steerng wheel is always turnad in the
direction you want the wahicla to move, whether moving
farward ar in revarsa.

Hand position: You have beltar vahicle contral when you
placa both hands on the outside of the steering wheel, an
opposite sides, at the 3 and 9 o'clock positions or tha 4 and
8 o'clock positions. Your grip on the steering wheal should
be firm but gentlka. Uss your fingers instead of the palms of
yaur hands and kaep your thumbs wup along the face of the
stearng wheal. Mever grip the inside of the steering wheal
when turning it
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Backing up: To safely back up your vahicla, you should:

+ Check behind youwr wahicla before you get in.
Children and small objecis cannot be sean from the
drivar's saat.

* Place your foot on the braka and shift fo reverse,

+ Grasp the steering wheel al the 12 o'clock position
with your left hand. Place your right arm on the back
af the passenger seat and look directly over your
shoulder through the rear window.

* e your mirrors for backing up but kesp in mind
these mirrors do nol show the area immediataly
bahind your vehicle. If you have a rear view camara,
uze it im addition to checking over your shoulder and
LEINGg your mirrors,

» Accalarate gantly, smoothly and slowly. Stear slightly
in tha direction the rear of the vehicle should mowve.

If backing up whila turning, make quick checks to
the front and sides. Continue looking (o the rear until
coming to a completa stop.

Traffic Signals & Road Sign Groups
Visual represantations of traffic signals and road signs ars
groupsad logathar by ralevance on pages 7. 8 and 9.

TRAFFIC CONTROLS

Traffic confrals include ftraffic sigmals, fraffic signs, and
pavamant markings. Traffic confral alse can be provided
by law enforcement, highway personnal, or school crossing
guards. You must abey directions from thess persons.

TRAFFIC SIGHNALS

Traffic signals are lights that tell you when or wheare to stop
and go. Traffic lights are wsually at intersactions and are
(from top fo boltom) red, yellow, and green. There are
infersections and other locations where thera are single
graen, yellow or red lights. If the traffic signal is not operating
ar is malfunctioning, treat the intersection as a four way stop.

Steady red light: Stop wntil a green light appears.
Afffer stopping and yielding to pedestrians and othar
trafiic, and if not prohibited by a traffic sign, you
may turn right while the light is red. Also, you may
turn l=ft on a red light if you are turning from a ona-
way sireat onto another one-way streel, unless
prohibited by a sign.

Steady yellow light: A red light is about 1o appear.
Stop unless youw are already in the infersecton.
Steady green light: After yielding to any
vahicle or padesirian within the intarsaction
ar adjacent crosswalk, you may proceed

straight through or tum right or left unless a
sign prohibits such furns.

Red Armow: A lighted red arrow means you
must stop and may nof furm in the direction
shown.
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Green arrow: A lighted grean arrow, by itsalf ar along
with a red. graen or yvellow light means you may tum
in the direction shawr by the arrow. If tha grean arrow
goes aff, but the circwular grean is an, you may still bum
after yialding to through wehicles and pedestrians,
unless prohibiled by a sign or red amow.

Yellow arrow: A lighted red amow is about to appear.
Stop if you are not already in tha intersection.

Flashing yellow arrow: A& flashing yellow
arrow means the driver turning left should
procesd with caution and must yield to
oncoming frafic and padestrians. Mawver
rush through a flashing yellow arrow, taka tha time
to chack for a clear path through the intersection.
Tha signal will than switch to salid yellow, telling
the driver tha light is about to turn red and to not enter the
intersaction if thay can stop safely. Finally tha signal will
turn red, which maans the driver musi stop.

Flashing red light: & flashing red lighit means the
same a5 a STOP sign. Stop; then go only after
yielding to padastrians and other fraffic.

Flashing yellow light: A flashing yellow
light is a waming of a hazard. Slow down
and procead with caution.

HAWHK signmals (High Intensity Activated
Crosswalk): HAWK signals are fraffic signals that
allow pedastrians to cross the road safely. HAWEK
signaks oparate in a yallow red flashing sagquence o
alert motorsts that pedestrians need to cross the road.

TRAFFIC SIGNS

Traffic signs tell you about fraffic rules, hazards, and your
currant location. They can also give directions and help you
to locate sarvices. The shapes and colors of thase signs
indicata the type of information they provide.

Regulatory signs: Thesa signs tell you of laws and
requlations that apply at a location. They are black or red
an a white background. Failure to obay these signs s a
traffic violation.

Speed limit signs: These signs show the
masimurm or minimum spead thatl is allowad.
Thie maximurm limifs ara for ideal conditions and
you must reduce your spesd when conditions
raquire it

SPEED
LIMIT

S50

Stop signs: Thase signs mean you must
come o a complete stop. You must stop at a
dearly marked stop ling, but if none, bafors
antering tha crosswalk on the near side of
the intersection, or if nona, then at the paint
nearest the intersacting roadway where the
driver has a view of approaching traffic.

1 Yield signs: Thess signs indicate you
miest slow or stop o yield to all pedastrians
and any wehicla with right of way.




Do Mot Enter/Wrong Way signs: Thase signs warn and
rediract drivers who are haading the wrong way on streets or
fraeway ramps. Do nof proceed past ona of thase signs.

One Way signs: These signs indicate you may anly traval in
the direction indicated by the sign's arrow.

ONE

WAY

G
Lane control signs: These signs give direction and
information about where you can turm and offen use an
arrow symbol. The signs are along tha sida of the road or
hang over tha road. Somatimes arrows may be painted on
the road.

[ LerT LaNE]
MUST
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DHLY [OHLY | ONLY

TURN LEFT

Prohibited signs: Thesa signs indicata you cannot do
samathing, for example, o U-turm or no left furn.

Warning signs: These signs ara yellow or fluorascent
graan with black symbols, school zona, curves, slippary
surfaces, mearging traffic, or pedestnan-densa areaas. For
instance, a marging fraffic sign wams of vehiclas entaring
from a sida street.

® =

Advisory speed signs: Thesa caulicnary signs show
the safe speed around curves, cormers and off-ramps in
ideal conditions.

EXIT

25

MPH

Railroad crossings: Thase signs show information about
railroad crossings and can be & variety of shapes. Mever iy
to baat a train across the tracks. Nawver start to cross the
tracks wntl thera is enough room for your vehicle o dear
the fracks on the other side. Do not shift gears when
crossing the railroad tracks in casa your vehicle stalls.

Railread emergency notification system (ENS) Signs:
These blus signs are al avery highway-rail grade crossing
and provide the public with a telephana numbsar to report
prablems or emergencias at these railroad locations. Directly
below the dispalich number on the EMS sign is a Daparimant
af Transportation number that identifies the axact location of
the crassing in questian.

Work zone signs: Thase signs have an orange background
with black lefters or symbals. They are used with other trafiic
cantrol devices or flag parsons to help direct traffic safely
thirough work areas and {o protect roadway workears.

©P-_/\

Guide signs: Thesea signs have a green background and
provide directional and mileage information to specific
destinations.

Lamar 15

Eads 21
Limon 133

Service/recreation signs: Thesa signs have blue ar brown
backgrounds. Signs  with  blue backgrounds provide
diractions to service facilities. Signs with brown backgrounds
indicate recreational, historic or cultural areas.

i 0=
( HR

HEXT RIGHT
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Route signs amd markers: The shape of the sign
indicates the type of roadway: Interstate. U.5., Stale aor
County highmay.

Bicycle and pedestrian crossing signs: Thesa signs
hawe a yellow background with black symbals. They are
usad where both bicyclisls and pedestrians might be
crossing the roadway, such as at an intersecltion with a
shared use path.

Pass 3 ft min signs: Thesa signs have a white background
with black lettars and symbals. Motorists,
PASS

when passing or overtaking bicyclists, must
(ﬁ} allow for clearance of 3 feal to avoid
SFT MIN

sideswiping on all rcadways aven if a sign is

not posted.
Bicycle may use full lane signs: Thesa signs have a while
F background with black leters and symbols.

They remind drivers that bicyclisis have a right
MAY USE o ride in the center of the lane if thay feeal thair
FULL LANE

safely is compromised by hazards or poor
visibility if they were (o rida in the right side of
the lana.

Slow moving wehicle marker: A reflactive
arange triangle on the rear of a vehicls meaans it
is dasignad to travel at speeds slower than 25
miles par hour.

§| Disabled parking signs: These signs mark
spacial parking areas for only those wehicles
displaying a disabled parking parmit. Disabled
parking indicators may alse appear on the
pavement in designated parking spaces.

Crosshatched sections are for van access anly and parking is
not allowed at any time. In order fo park in a disabled parking

. Space, tha person who owns the disablad
placard must be entering or exiting the vehicle,

If you park illegally in a designated disabled
parking spot without a placard or plate, you
could be charged with a misdemeanor, and
if convicted, subject fo a $350-35,000 fine,
possible jail time, loss of driving privilegas and!
ar your car being impounded. I youw park in one
af thesa spaces with somaone alse’s placard or plate, you will
be subject to jai tima, loss of driving privileges and towing as
wall as fines doubla those listed above.

PAVEMENT MARKINGS
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Limes and symbols an tha roadway divide lanes, tall whan
wou may pass othar vehicles or chamge lanas, indicale which
lanes 1o use for tums, define pedastrian walkways, and mark
wheara you must stop for traffic signals or signs.

Yellow lines: Separate fraffic moving in opposite directions.

« Broken yellow line: Passing is permitbed.

« Solid yellow lines: Mo passing is permittad, unlass to
pass a bicyclist with a minimum of threa feat of space
whan the oncaoming travel lane is clear.

Double solid yellow lines: Meither sida can pass,
unless fo pass a bicyclist with a minimum of thresa fast
af space when tha oncoming travel lane s claar.
Solid and broken yellow lines: You may nat pass if
thie salid yallow line is on your side. If tha broken yellow
line is on wour side, you may pass if it is safe to do so.
You must return to your lana befora tha broken lines
turm solid. You may cross a salid yellow line for a left
turm into an allay, private road or drivaway or to pass

a bicyelist with a mimimum of thres fest of space wien
such movamant can ba made safaly.

White lines: Saparata lanes of fraffic moving in the same
direction.

« Broken white line: You may change lanas if it is safe.

« Solid white line: Requires you to stay within the lane
amd alza marks thae shoulder of the roadway.

« Grean Paint: & lane or area on the roadway designated

far bicyclists, and increases visibility of bicyclists.

Sharrows: Some streets have shared lane markings

A

ar “sharrows” painted an tham
letting road users know that the
lana may be too narrow for drivers
and bicyelists to travel side-by-sida.
Bicyclists may ride in the center

af a lane with a sharrow ar in any
situation whars they nead to avoid obstacles or
incraasa visibility for their safaty.

Crosswalks: A crosswalk is a markad or unmarked
part of a road whare padasirians have the right-of-way
to cross. The driver of a vehicla shall yield the right-of-
way by slowing down or stopping, if need be, for
pedasirians crossing the roadway within a crosswalk.
Whanever you appraach a vehicla fraom the rear that is
sloppad at a crosswalk, you must not pass and must
slop bahind the vahicle or behind tha crosswalk in tha
adjacent lana if a mulli-lans roadway.

« Conflict Zonas: Brokan lines in a bike or bues lane that
alert drivars and bicyclists that they will ba crossing
aach other's path.

LAMNE CONTROLS
As a ganaral rule, you must drive your vehicle on the right
half of the road. Use only one lane, do nat straddla lanes.



On roads without marked lanes, drive just to the right of the
cantar of tha road.

Restricted lanes: One aor more lanas may be restricled
for special use. Restricted lanas are marked by signs or
pavemant markings stating that the lane s restricted for
special use. Thara will be a whita diamond painted on the
road within the lane, andior a sign posted at the side of the
road which spacifies its use. Some examples are transid or
bicycla lanes.

Bike lanes: Bika lanes ara for the axclusive usa of bicyclists
and other authorized wsers. These users hava the right-of-
wiy in a bike lane and drivers are prohibited from driving,
idling or parking in or othersisa obstrucling a bike lans,
A bike lane exiends through an intersection regardless of
whether paint connects the bike lans on aithar side.,

Transit lanes: Transit lanes are where a portion of the
slreal, dasignated by signs and markings, is reservad for
the preferantial or exclusive uwse of transit vehicles (for
axample bus or light rail), sometimes allowing limiled use
by athar vahiclas.

High Qccupancy Yehicle (HOV) lanes: Thase
lanes are identified by a white diamond paintad
an the roadway. Signs will identify tha typas of
vahicles and the number of cccupants requirad
per vahicla o use the lane.

Two-way left-turn lane (Somelimes also

referred fo a5 center furn lane). This lane is for the
axclusive usa of left turming vehicles and may ba used by
drivers making a left turn in ither direction. It shall not be
usad for passing or travel by a driver excepl to make a left
turn. You may stop in this lane until it is safe to complate
the turn. When a street has a shared canter turm lansa, you
may not turn left from any othar lane and you may not
drive in this lana.

Unmarked lane: When fhara are no signs or pavemant
markings to control the use of lanas, drive just o the right
af the center of tha road. Do not drive on the shoulder of

Roundabout lane

the road. The same rules for passing and turning on marked
roads apply with unmarked mads.

Roundabout lane: A roundabout or traffic circle s a
circular infersecton. Vehicles travel to the nght around a
cantar island while entering traffic yields the right-of-way o
circulating traffic. Whan you approach the roundabout, read
signs and roadway markers to halp you navigata.

Before entering the roundabout. Colorado law reguires
drivars to yield tha right-of-way to the driver of a truck, bus,
amargency vahicle or recraational vahicle (large vehicle)
when enlaring, axiting or driving in a roundabout. Tha law
also requires whan two drivers of large vahicles anter, axit
ar drive in a roundabout at the same time, the driver on
the right must yield thae right-of-way to tha driver on the
left. As you approach a roundabouwt, if no large trucks are
present, you must yield to approaching traffic an the lefi.
Do not stop completely unless existing traffic prevents
you from merging. Check crosswalks for any padestrians.
Yield to any pedestrians wailing to cross. As you enter
ar lsave a roundabout, you must yvield to pedestrians aor
bicyelists im any crosswalk and to any traffic already inside
the roundabawt. Drive to the right and watch for directional
signs and signals. Onee you are clear to procead, menge
into the roundabaout lana. To alart traffic of your intentions,
pleasa usa your turn signals when changing lanes and
axiting tha roundabout.

Reversible lanes: Some fravel lanes are designed to carry
fraffic in ane direction at cerlain times and in the opposite
diraction at other times. These lanes are saparaled by a
barfar or marked by double-brokan yellow lines. There
may be signs posted by the side of the road or ovarhead.
Sometimes special lights are used.

Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI): A diverging
diamond  intarchanga crosses traffic o the opposite
side of the road across an interchanga so wvehiclas have
unintaerrupted movemenis onto tha freaway ramps. Lefi-turn
movamants, which are a fypical challenge with standard
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four-way interchanges, are eliminated with a DOl which
allowrs for fewer conflicts with other vehicles.

RIGHT-0OF-WAY
Where drivers or pedasirians meat cna another, and there
ara mo signs or signals fo regulate trafhc, there are rules
that =ay who must yield the right-of-way. Thesa rulas tell
drivers who procaeds first and who must wait in different
trafiic situations.

The law states who must yield the rnght-of-way, but it does
not give anyona the right-of-way, even if your traffic signal
is green. You must yield the right-of-way o pedestnans,
bicychists, and othar drivers who are alraady in anintersaction
yau are approaching.

Pedestrians: When driving. you must always yiald the right-
af-way to pedestrians. Be very watchful for childran, saniors
and people with disabilities. Do not assumea that pedastnans
can hear or see you andfor your vehicle or any visual or
audible crossing signals as some pedestrians may be deaf,
hard of haaring, deaf-blind or blind. Most blind or deai-blind
people are easily recognized by the white cane they carry
andior by their guide dog. Pedesirians have the night-of-way
at all intersections and crosswalks. Youw must come o a
completa stop and lat the parson pass safaly.

Bicycles: Bicyclas on tha road are
considared wahicles and have many of the
sama righls and responsibiliies as motor
vahicles, Drivars must yvield the right-of-way
to bicyelists in a designated bike lane whan
merging with or crossing a bike lane to fum.
Bicychists riding on a sidewalk or crosswalk
hava tha same rights and responsibilities as
pedastrians.

Four-way stop: You must yield the rght-
of-way to the wehicle that reached the
intersection first. When maore than one wvehicle reaches
the intersaction at the same time, the wvehicla on the left
must yield tha right-of-way and allow the vehicle on the
right to go first. Regardless of who has the rghi-of-way,
you ara always rasponsibla for avoiding a crash.

Uncontrolled intersection: An uncontrolled infersection
i5 an intersection that doas nof have control devices such
as stop signs or fraffic lights. When more than ong vahicle
reachas an uncontrodled intersection at the same tima, the
vahicle on the left must yield the rnghl-of-way to tha vahicle
an the right and allow the vehicla on the right to go first.

Turning left: Before proceeding through a left turn,
always be sure to look for and yield to pedestrians in ihe
crosswalk and other smaller cncoming vehicles such as
bicyclisis and motorcyclists and take time to properly judge
their speed and distance. You must yvield to all oncoming
traffic, unless you have a green arrow or arrived first at a
four-way stop.

Changing lanes and passing: Youw must yiald the rnght-of-
wiy o vahicles already cccupying the lans you wish to entar
ar usa for passing. Do not change lames if another wvahicle
must slow down for you.
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Merging: You must yiald to all vahicles on the readway you
ara merging with. Do nat mergs if another vahicle must slow
down for wou.

Reversing: You must yield the right-of-way to all vehicles
close anough to ba a hazard.

Marrow mountain road: When vehicles mesat on a sieap,
narrow road that is not wide anough for two vehicles, the
vahicle going downhill must yiald tha righi-of-way by backing
up lo a widar placa or by slopping, then leaving enough
spaca for the vehicle going uphill, axcept whara it is more
practicable for the vehicle going uphill to return to a widar
spaca or urmoult.

Emergency vehicles: You must yvield tha right-of-way (o all
amargency vahicles using a siren, air horm and) ar flashing
red, blua, whilta or vallow lights. Where possibla, you must
pull to the right edge of the rmad and come to a stop. If
you are in an intersection, drive through the infersaction,
then pull over. If you are approaching an emeargency
vahicle stopped along the side of the road, try to leave at
least one lane betwean your vehicle and the emergency
vahicla. If tha mad only has one lane on your side or you
cannol change lanes, slow down (o a safe speed and use
care and caulion as you pass. Unless directed otherwise
by amargency parsonnel or conditions prohibit the lane
change, you should slow down to:

« 25 MPH if the posted spaed limit is 45 MPH or less

or
« 20 MPH under tha posted speed limit if the posted
spead limit is above 45 MPH

Maintenance wvehicles: You must yield right of way to
sarvice wahicles and maintenance aguipment whan in
use and flashing yellow and blue warning lights. Use
axfra caution whean approaching, owvartaking or passing
mairtanance vehicles.

Snow plows: Be espedially cautious around snow plows
because their size and speed can create clouds of blowing
snow that can concaal tha plow. It is illegal o pass an
authorized snow plow when it is working in a formation in
which the plows are staggared diagonally.

School bus: You must stop your vehicle at least 20 fest
befora reaching a school bus that is stopped with its red highls
flashing, and yvou must stop until the lights stop flashing. You
must stop whather if is on your side of the road, the opposite
side af the mead or at an intersection you are approaching.
You must remain stopped until tha flashing red lighis are no
lengear flashing. Carafully watch for childran near the school
bus and children crossing the roadway bafore proceeding.
You ara nod reguired to stop if there is a median or othar
physical barriar separating the bus from your vahicla.

Transit buses: You must yisld right-of-way to a transit bus if
it iz signaling to enter a traffic lane and tha yield sign on the
rear of tha bus is illuminatad.

Road work/Construction zone: Whan driving in a workS
construction zone, keap construction crews and fallow road
users safe by adjusting your lane position away from workears
and slowing down to navigate any obstacles or changes in



the flow of traffic with caution. Stay alert and prepared o
respond o any unpredictable events.

Far safely reasons, normal speed limits may ba raduced in
workiconstruction zonas. Any reduced speaed limits will be
clearly markad. Failure to follow tha spaed limit in a work!
construction zone can resull in double fines.

SPEED

Speed is tha greatest factor influencing the severily of a
crash. Many fatal collisions on Colorade highways invalve
motarisis driving to fast.

Limits: Spead limit signs show the maximum speed allowead
in ideal condiions. Some roads, such as freeways, have
minimum speed limits posted. Driving slower than the
minimum spead limit is a ftraffic wviolation, unless due o
road or weathar conditions. It is important o slow down in
cartain conditions, for exampla, during poor weathsar, or near
railroad tracks, pedestrians or bicyclisls, animals, and school
busas. Howaver, driving much slower than the posted speed
in normal conditions can affect the flow of traffic and create
unpradiclable, polentially unsafe, situations.

Reduced speed zones: Regardless of the posted speed
limit, it may be nacessary o reduce your speed o keap
vourself and others safe. Signs will show when a reduced
spead limit is in effact.

Unless otherwisa posted, Coloradoe speed limils are
as follows:
¢ 20 mph on narrow, winding mountain highways and
blind curves
¢ 25 mph in any business district
¢ 30 mph in any rasidencs district
¢ 40 mph on open maountain kighways
« 45 mph for vehicles in tha business of hauling frash
« 55 mph on urban interstate and highways
¢ B5-T5 mph on designated rural intarstate and highways
« City or towns may by ordinance adopt lowar spaad
limitz in their jurisdictions.

Stopping distance: Siopping distance is the dislanca your
vahicle travels from the time you realize you miust stop until
your vehicle actually comas 1o a stop. Many factors affect
your stopping distance including spead, the time it takes
you 1o recognize you need to stop, how gquickly you react
and the time it fakes for your brakes to slow and stop your
vahicle. Ba alert and give yourself space behind othar
motorists 50 you can assass well ahead of tima when you
will nead to stop. By slowing down or changing lanas, you
may not have to stop at all, and if you do, it can be a more
gradual and safer stop. Stopping suddenly is dangerous
and is often the result of a driver who was nol paying
attention or trailing anothar motorst oo closely. If you
Approximate stopping distance at 55MPH
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brake too quickby, you could skid, lose control of your
vahicle, andior make it difficult for drivers bahind you to
slop without hitting you.

According to the Matiomal Safely Council, a lighteeight
passangar car traveling 55 mph can stop in about 200 fesat.
Other vehicles require differant stopping distancas. The chart
below shows stopping distances, under ideal conditions.

TURNING

Complating a turn proparly regquires you to signal for an
appropriate amount of time before to the furmn, search
for hazards or othar road users crossing your path, turn
into and from the correct lane, and turn in a corract paih.
Accaelerate out of turns until you reach the speed imit or
flenw of traffic.

Sigmnaling: Failure fo signal is a traffic violation. Before
making any turn, whather onto anothar roadway, into a
parking lot, into another lane of traffic, or leaving a
parked position, it is extremealy important that you signal.
Your signal leis other drivers, bicyclists and pedesirians
know wour intenfions. In wrban areas, you must signal
conlinuouwsly for 100 fest bafore making a turm or lane
chamge. On four lane highways whera the posted speed
limit is fastar than 40 mph, you must signal for 200 feet
before making a turn ar lane changa. & typical rule of
thumb is to have your furn signal on for at least 3 seconds
before making a turn or changing lanas. If your vehicle's
turn signals do not work, you
must use hand signals. End

yvour hand signal befora

slarting to turm so that you

can complete the furm with LEFT FGHT
bath hands on tha whael,

BLIOWY
STOP

Turning from the proper lane: Whan turning right you
shouwld turn from the right most part of your lana and
as closa to the curb as possible. When turning left you
should be in the left side of your lane. To make a right
turn, you must bagin in the right most lane. In locations
wheara turning fram maore than ome lane is parmitted, traffic
signs, signals andior lane markings will clearly indicate
correct turning lanas.

Turning in a correct path: Complate your turn in the
canter of the correct lana on the new roadway — usually
the lane closast to you on your side of the streel. In
intarsactions with multipla turn lanes, use the white lines
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in the intarsection to idantify the correct path. Awvaid
shart turms (cutting corners), wide turns, late furns and
straddling lanes.

Left turns: Crashes are very commoaon during left turns
as drivers must sea, judge and navigale oncoming
traffic and pedestrians also navigating the intersection.
When turning laft, you should wait at the stop line or
crosswalk until thare is enough of a gap in oncaoming
traffic larga enough to allow you o complete your turn
safely. Always look for pedestrians and othar smaller
ancoming vehiclas such as bicyclists and motarcyclists
and take time to propearly judge their speed and distance
bafore twrning laft. Pulling inte the intersaction while
wailing to turn left blocks tha intersection for amergency
vahiclas, limits wisibility for oncoming traffic and puts
you in a position to gat in a collision if the light changeas
and oncoming traffic runs the red light while you turn.
Mever furn the front wheels toward the left while you
are waiting 1o turn. If you ara rear ended, you would be
pushed inte ancoming traffic.

U-turns: A U-turn is a turn made in a U shape so as
to face in the opposite direction on the same roadway.
U-turns are forbidden unless they can ba mada withouwt
andangering othar motorists and thair passengers, and
are not allowad in locations marked by No U-turn signs.
If you cannat safely make a U-turn, continue {o tha next
street or urm around area. Mever try o make a sudden
U-turn in front of fraffic traveling in either diraction.

Two-peoint turnabout: In this type of turn, a street, alley
ar driveway is usad to reverse the direction you are
traveling when it is not practical or possible o drive
around a block.

Reverse two-point turnabouwt:

Sigmal your intention to turn right.

Stop and chack traffic to the sides

and rear of yvour vehicle. Move v
back until tha rear bumpear of your

vehicla reachas the near edge of

the driveway. Whila backing

slowly, steer rapidly all the way to

the right. As youwr vaehicle centers

in the driveway. straighten the

wheels and stop. Shift to drive

and check in both directions; if clear, signal and turm left
into tha proper lana and accelarate.

Forward

two-point  turmabout:
Check your mirrors and signal your
intention to turn left. Move closa to
the center of the road and turn into E

the driveway or alley as near as
possible to the rnght side. Stop as
the rear of your vehicle clears tha
curk or the driveway's edga. Check
in all directions for ftraffic, signal
a right furn and shift to reversa.
When claar, move back slowly
whila tuming tha sieering wheel
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Quickly all the way to tha right. As your vahicle centars in
the nmearest lane, straighten the wheals and stop. Than,
shift to drive, cancel the right signal and move forward.

Three-point tumabout: This type of lwmabout is used o
revarse direction on a roadway that is oo narrow o allow
completion of a U-tum and where there is no way o go
around tha block or utilize a two-point turm. Cnly usa a thresa-
point turnabout on a beo-lana roadway.
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To perform a three-point turnabout: Check the mirrors and
activata the rnght turn signal to communicate your intention
to pull off to the right side of the read. Stop on the right side
af the road.

Activala your left turn signal at lkeast 200 feat bafore tha turn,
ar a minimum of three saconds, and check traffic and any
blind spots. When traffic is clear, turn hard left toward the
athaer side of the road. Stop when you have reached the
athar sida.

Check traffic and blind spals on both sides, then turm the
wheael sharply to tha right and reverse to the other side of the
road. When traffic is clear, turn hard right to the other side of
the road and stop. Placa your vahicle in drive, activate the
laft turn signal and chack traffic and blind spots. Whan traffic
is clear, turn sharply to the left and drive forward into the
right lana af traffic heading in the new direction. Make sure
wour turn signal has canceled. Continue driving straight in
the new direction.

PARKIMNG

Leawve tha vehicle in park if it has an automatic tfransmission.
If it's a standard transmission, leava tha vehicle in low gear
when headed uphill and in reversa gear when headed
downhill. St the emergency brake and remembsar 1o remove
the ignition key whean |eaving tha vehicle.

There are several locations whare you can not o park a
vahicle. These include:

= On a crosswalk, sidewalk, bridge, elevated structura,
railraad tracks or any contrallad access highway

= Within 30 feel of a traffic signal, stop sign, railraad
crossing or within 15 feet of a fire hydrant

= Within an intarsection, tunnel, runaway fruck ramp, on/
aff mmp or blocking a driveway

* In a bika lana

Parallel parking: Stop ewan with tha vahick ahead. Turn the
wheal sharply right and back slowly toward the vahicle behind.

Whan clear of the vahicle ahead, turn the whesal sharply to
the laft and back slowly toward the vahicla bahind. Tum the
wheael sharply right and pull iowards the curks in the canter of

the parking space.

Ta pull away from a parallel parked position, activale your
signal, check your mirrors and Blind spols, and pull away
when safe.



Whera parallel parking is permitted, your vahicla must
b within 12 incheas of the curb or as close as possibla to
the outside edge of the shoulder, so fraffic will not be
blocked or slowed.

Downhill: When you
vehicle whila headed doawnhill, turn
your front wheels toward the curb.
Lat your vehicle roll slowly until the
fromt fire rests against the curb wsing

it as a block.

Uphill: Whan

headed wphill

whare there is a

curb, turn the fromnt

whaels away from

the cuwrb and let

Wahill parki your vahicle roll

P REE backwards slowly

until the rear part of the front whael rests

against the curb using it as a block.

Mo curb: YWhen headed uphill withaut a

curb, turn your front wheals to the right
s0 that if your vehicle moves, it will roll ™ ponhill parking

aff the highway, not into the roadweany.
Whan headed downhill with no curb, also turn your wheals
o the right.

stop  your

Mo Curb parking

FREEWAY DRIVING

High-spead roadways such as freaways can be dangerous
due to tha spaeds at which people are driving. IU's important
to be aware of your surroundings at all imes when driving,
aspacially an freeways.

Entering the freeway: High-speed roadways ganarally
hawe accelerafion ramps so you can build up speed. When
antarng a freeway from an an-ramp, try o increase your
spead to match freeway traffic.

Befora entering a highway from a side enfranca ramp, signal
proparly, leok for an opening in traffic, accalerata o the
spead of traffic and merge info traffic whean it is safa.

Do ot merge into traffic until the salid white line has endad.
Do not stop in the accelsration lane unless absolutaly
necassary. Hemember, you must yield the right-of-way o
fraeway fraffic.

Some freeway enfranca ramps have traffic signals which
maka marging =asiar and improves traffic flow. On matarad

ramps, you must stop and wait o be released aon a grean
light to anter the freeway.

Flow of traffic

Marge area

1_'_,

Freeway driving: Fresway driving is different from
driving on a regular street or a highway, mainly because
it iz designed to move a greater volume of traffic al fastar
spaeeds. It is important to be aware of your surroundings at
all times.
¢ Drive in the rightmost lans when youw ara driving
slower than the normal speed.
Tha passing lane (the leftmaost lana) is reserved far
passing vahicles in non-passing lanas, laft turns and
conditions whers the traffic valume does not allow
merging info nan-passing lanas.
¢ Mowve owver, if it is safe lo do 50, when approaching a
merga araa to maks room for vehicles entering tha
freaway.
¢ Observe traffic ahead of, around and behind you. Ba
awara of wvahicles traveling in your blind spots.
Plam ahaad. usa diractional and guidance signs.
Signal at least 200 feal bafors you change lanas,
avoid frequent lane changes.
¢ Do not drive across, over or within any median or island.
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Leawving the freeway: Whan exiting the freaway, use
the dacelaration lane, which is designed to allow you to
slow down before reaching the axit ramp. Activate your
turm sigmal 200 feet before the beginning of the
dacelaration lana. Maintain your spaad until you anter
the deceleration lana, then slow down to the speed
advized for the axil ramp.

Flioss of trai

Remamber these important lips whan axiting a freeway:
¢ Keap your spaed consistent with the flow of traffic while
an the frasway.
« Do mot exit at the last second.
¢ Slow down after turning into the dacalaration lans and
do not excaed tha posted speed limit for the exit ramp.

CHANGING LANES

Changing lanes includes: changing from one lans o
anothar, passing another vahicle, marging onfo a roadway
from an entrance ramp and enfering the roadway from the
curb or shouldar. You must check for hazards or vahicles in
the lane you want to anter. This means you must check far
traffic ahead, to the side and bahind your vahicle before you
change lanas.

Be aware of any blind spaots, which are areas you cannot
88 in your raar view or side view mirrors and are located
slightly to the sides and tha rear of your vehicls.

Bleimned npot |efi

Blind spat righi
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Whan changing lanes, you should:

= Activale your turn signal. Leave it active for a minimum
af 3 seconds or 200 feet before leaving your lana.
= Check for possible hazards or vehicles in tha lans you
want to anter.
= Check traffic ahead.
= Use your mirrors to check for traffic behind your
vehicle.
= Look ower your shoulder to check your blind spof,
which is tha area slighily o the rear and side of your
vehicle that you cannof see in youwr mirrors.
= When it is safe, mova inlo the new lane.
= Affer you are centared in the new lana chack tha
mirrer for fraffic behind you.
« Deactivate your turn signal within 3 seconds of
complating tha lane change.

PASSING

How to change lanes while passing another vehicle

Signs and road markings indicate areas wheara you are
and ara not allowad lo pass anaother vehicla. Typically, you
should pass on the lefl. You are only allowed o pass an
the right on ona way straats and on roadways with two ar
more l[anas of travel ineach direction. You are not allowed
to pass another vehicle by driving off of the pavemant ar
an the shoulder of a roadway.

Bafora deciding fo pass anothear wehicla, including
bicyelists, judge whether you will have enough time
and room to pass safely by obsearving tha traffic ahead,
basida and behind you. If you have enough tima and
space lo pass, begin by making a lane changa, as
directed above. Accelerate past tha vehicla you wish to
pass. Whean you can sea both headlights of the vehicle
you passed in the rearview mirror, change one lane to
gat back into your pravious lana.

If passing a bicyclist, you must have a minimum
af three feel of space between the autarmost part
af your wehicle, including any projections such as
mirrars ar trailers, and the bicyclist. You can briefly
cross a solid yvellow line when there is no oncoming
traffic and you have a claar view ahead. Be aware of
wind blasis that can knock a bicyclist off thair bike
and safely pass by giving them mare space an rural
roadways, when operating a large vehicle or driving
in windy conditions.

Do not count an baing able o pass sevearal vahicles at once,
To be safe, only pass one vehicle at a time. Do not pass:
= |f you cannot safely return to the right-hand side
bafare coming within 200 faaf of an oncoming
vahicla, including a bicyclist in the ancoming lane
ar shouldar.
= |f you cannof safely return to the right-hand side bafore
a solid yellow line begins.



¢ On a curve or hill whare your view is obstrocted.

¢ Within 100 faet of an intersaction or railroad crossing.

¢ Within 100 faet of any bridge. viaduct ar tunneal winen
wour view is abstructed.

¢ A bicyelist unless vou cam allow a minimum threa foot
buffer zana betwsen tha bicyelist and your wehicla,
including any projections such as mirrors. If passing
a bicyclist, you may briefly cross a solid yallow whan
thare is no aoncoming traffic and you have a clear
wienw ahead.

Plaasa note, the fallowing bahaviors are illegal whean passing:
¢ Passin any marked no-passing zonas.
¢ Exnceed the posted speed limit whan passing.
¢ Pass a school bus with flashing red lights and its stop
arm exisnded.
¢ Pass within 100 feet of any infersection.
¢ Pass within 100 feet of any railroad crassing.
= Pass on amy hill, cures or bridge wherna vision is obslructed.

HILLS AND CURVES

Hills and curves can hide obstructions in the road, even
an familiar roads. Be prepared to stop whean approaching
a curva ar hill that obscures your view of tha road.

If vou cannof see over the top of a hill, slow down o an
appropriate speed until you crest the hill and regain sight of
the roadway.

Always slow down bafore entering a curve. If you go through
a curve bt fast, your tires will not ba able to grip the road
and your vehicle will skid. Begin your acesleration anly aftar
reaching the middle of the curve.

NIGHT DRIVING

Driving at dawn and dusk can ba more hazardous than
driving during the day. This is dus to limited visibility, the
limited araa illuminated by your haadlights and the blinding
affact of headlights with fog lights. Colorade law reguiras you
to drive with your headlights on from sunset to sunrise or
when visibility is kss than 1,000 feet. One way o reduce
risk i to drive with your low beam or daylight running lights
an at all times.

Ary wahicle parked alongside tha roadway, whether attended
ar mof, must have parking lights tumed an from sunset o
sunrise o whanever visibility is less than 1,000 feetl. Do not
drive with anly your parking lights an.

Tips for driving at night:

« Use your high beam lights when driving in rural
areas and on opan highways away from urban and
metropolitan arsas.

= [fyou are driving with your high beam lights on or your
lowe baam lights with fog lights on, you must dim tham
befora coming within 500 feat of any oncoming vehicle
50 the oncoming driver is not blindad by the glara.

« When following anothar vahicla, you must use your
lowe baam lights, with your fog lights off, if you ara
within 200 feat of the vehicla ahaad of you.

« Mevear look directly into an approaching car's
headlights. As the vehicle draws naar, drop your sighi
balow the glare and use the painted edge lines 1o

Quide wowr wvehicla. Lift your gaze back up whan yau
have passad the ancoming vehicle.

Use your low beam lights andlar fog lights when
driving through fog at night for better visibility. Using
high baam lights in thasa conditions is like shining
wour lights on a mirror.

Increasea your following distance whan driving at night
ar an unfamiliar roads.

Be alert to wahicles, including bicyclists, traveling after
sunsel without thair lights on.

¢ Slow down and stay alart in poory lit areas whera
vahicles, pedasirians, bicyclists or animals might be
travvaling.

Look for the single front light of bicyelists and
motarcyclists travaling at night.

WEATHER
Weather can significantly affect how your wehicle drives
regardless of whether your vehicle has front whael, rear
wheel, four-wheal drive or allwheel drive. |In oweathar
canditions such as rain, fog, ice, high winds and dusi, the
two mast important actions you can take are to slow your
spead and increase your following distance. Some additional
inclamant weather driving tips include:
= Use your headlights if visibility is poar.
= |f the highweay is wet or icy, do nof use cruise contbrodl.
= Do nof drive through large bodias of standing water on
the road. If you see a floodad roadway, find anathar
route to get to your destination.

Im wal weathar, your tires can bagin to ride on tha water that
is on top of the read pavement. This is called hydroplaning
and can causa complete loss of traction and control of
stearing. Tires that have more wear can be al increased risk
50 be sure to check your tires” tread dapth regularky. If it feals
like your tires hawe lost fraction, or contact with the surface
af the road:

= Take yvour fool off the gas pedal 1o allow tha wehicla to
slow down.

= Slowly bagin steering in the direction you are
hydroplaning until youw hava confrol. (although this
saams contradictory, this actually helps your tires o
realign with your vehicle so they ara both going the
same diraclion)

= Slearing needs to ba slow. Don't park the wheal or you
could flip your car dus to overcorracting.

= Do nof try to stop or turn until your tires are gripping the
road again.

SHOW AND ICE
mmmm'

Straats and highways covered with snow, snowpack or

ica are extramealy hazardous, They are most hazardous
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when the smow ar ica bagins o melt. Whean the road is
slippery, your fires do not grip as wall and it will take
longer to stop. Overpassas, bridges, shaded arsas and
snaw packed portions of the road can be icy even whean
ather pavament is not. If you lose traction take your foot
aff both tha brake and tha accelarator padal and than turn
the front whaels in the direction you want the car to go.

Drivers should be exira careful when approaching or
passing a snowplow or ofher snow removal equipment
that has flashing yellow lights and is clearing snow. It is
illegal to pass a city, county or stale-operated snow plow
whila it's working with its yellow lights flashing and is
driving in tandem with one or more other snow plows.

SEASOMNAL DRIVING

+ YVahicles with 4-whesal drive hava incraased traction, but
they cannot stop any sooner than a conventional car.

« Whenever your car starts to skid, take your foot off bath
the braka and the accelerator padal.

+ Make sura your tires have good fraad for adequate
traction. In winter, chains, snow tires or alternative
traction devices are prafarable and may be required on
highwways. (Howewer, remambar that even chains and
snoww tires will slip on slick pavemeani).

* Make sure your brakes are in good condition and
properly adjusted so that the braking power of aach
whaeal s uniform.

¢ |fyou have anti-lock brakes: If you begin to skid, let up
an the accelerator and push on the brake, than tum the
fromt wheels in tha direction you want the car to go.

# [fyou don't have anfi-lock, usa threshold braking
whan skidding or in slippary conditions. Apply braka
pressure fo a poeint just short of lecking up tha brakes.
Mote: You can use threshold braking om a weahiclsa with
anti-lock brakes, but yvou cannot use anti-lock braking
technigues on a vehicle without an anti-leck braka
systam (ABS).

+ Keap the windows clear by ensuring the defrosters
and windshiald wipers are working properly. Use a
good window scraper o remave all ice, snow and frost
aven if you are just traveling a short distance. Fogging
ar condensation on thea inside of the windshiald can
Quickly ba reamoved by opaning a window.

Be alert for snow plows and sanding frucks. Thay usa
flashing yellow and blue lighls as a warning for you to
use exirames caulion whan approaching or passing them.
Maintain an exira large space batwean you and tha
vahicle ahead, especially whan driving in conditions
that affect stopping distance such as snow and ice
and don't forget 1o slow down.,
+ Give pedasirians and bicyclists axira space becausa
they might need to manauwer around snow or ice on
sidewalks or in the readway.

MOUNTAIN DRIVING

Mountain driving can be very different from normal driving
conditions. As a driver, you should be awara of steep hills,
changing weathar, bicyclists, wildlife and rocks on the
roadway. Shift to lower gears o confrol speeds when driving
down steap hills or mountains.
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Itis illegal to wsa tha oncoming travel lane to pass athars if
wou are approaching the crest of a hill, & curve ar in any othar
situation whare visibility of oncoming traffic is obstructed.

Be prepared for intersactions hidden by trees, brush or crops
and for animals on or near the readway. If your vehicla has
difficulty tfraveling up steep roadways, pull off the road at the
first place you can do so safely or stay in the right lane o
allow olhar wehiclas 1o pass. Remamber, vaehicles going
uphill hawe tha right-of-way ower vehiclas going downhill.
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ﬂ:‘%lbﬁikﬁ For more infermation an traction and
E"-.__‘ i : f_{ chain laws, please visit the Colorado
i st Daparimant of Transportation's wabsila.
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RURAL DRIVING

Fural highways ara the most dangerous mads and have
the highest fatality rate per mila driven of any roads in the
U5, Whan driving im rural areas, thare are some spedial
situations that requira your atlention:

* Rural roads can have a lot of sharp curvas, blind
curves, steap hills and dips.

* Rural roads may not have adaguata guide signs, and

sams of tha signs might be hidden by fraes or bushes.

Fural roads are narrow, which can makea it difficult to

pass athar wvehicles.

+ Many rural meads hava no shoulders.

Some rural reads have no guard rails.

* There ara blind driveways, T-intersections, side streels

that are not visible dua o frees, crops and bushes.,

Thera may be abstacles on the road such as

rocks, debris, animals, farm vehicla crossings,

unmarked railroad crossings and slow moving or

smallar vehicles like bicyclas.

Fural road pavements ara usually rough and may be in

nead of mainfenanca. In some areas, the rural roads

are unpaved (dirt or gravel) resulling in less fraction.

Washboarding, which is a saries of potholes that can

affect stearing and vehicle control, can oftan be found

an gravel roads.

Roads with potholes may causa your wehicle to bounce
ar jolt as you drive over tham and can cause your lires to
lose traction.

Many bicyclist fatalities happen on rural roads due to
higher speads. Stay alert and watch for bicyclists who
might be riding on the shoulder, or riding in the traval
lane if thare is no shoulder or it has debris. Slower
speads and more than the requirad three feel of passing
distance are also advised when passing bicyclists on
rural roads dus to dangerous wind blasis that can cause
vehicles to hit bicyclisis.

CONSTRUCTION ZOMNES

Drivers ragularly ancounter roadway constroction and
maintenance prajacts, which ara designed to improve the
safaly and afficiency of our transportation systems.

Ewvery consiruction or maintenance project creales a work



zona wilh equipmant, warkers and, in some cases, daily
changes to the routes. Signs, comes and other warning
devices are placed before construction projects and hazards
to warn you about thae changing conditions. Thase changes
require you to stay alert and focused at all times while
driving. Ba prepared o stop suddenly and do not tailgate in
awork zone.

Large construction projects can have complax work zones with
flaggers, porlable concrete barriers, complicated directional
signing and reduced spaed limits 1o safaly direct you through
the work zone.

Reducad spead limits are crilical becausa they give
drivers more time to wunderstand and react to the
information and allow more time to safely drive through
the complex assortment of devicas, workers and
agquipment. Walch for padestrians and bicyclists who are
also navigating construction and whose safest routes may
be compromized.

Unfortunately, thera is no way o complately separate
drivars from work zone hazards leaving construction crews
unprotected. Mot only are thesea workers dealing with
construction dangers associated with heavy eguipmeant,
axcavation, power lines and other activilies buf they are
constantly on guard for drivers that may stray into ihe
work area.

Increased police anforcemeant is  routinaly  added o
construction projects to ensuwre drivers understand  the
importance of complying with work zone signs and
directions. Like school zones, the finas are doubled in
work zones.

Remamber, if you encounter a work zone, for your own
safely and the safaty of the workars:

* Pay attantion, use axtra caution and stay focusad an
the driving task.

« Obey construction signs, incduding work zone speed
limit signes, and flagger instructions.

« Watch the vahicle in front of you — most work
zone crashes are rear-and collisions dua to an
inattantiva drivar.

Your safely, your passengars’ safety, and the safety of thase
workars depends an you.

SAFE DRIVING TIPS

The purposa of this handboak is to keep you and others
safa. If you abay every roadway rule and ragulatian, your
chances of being invalved in collisions will be greatly
raduced. Howewar, you can't be certain that othar drivers
are following every rule and regulation. You should
always try to drive calmly and ignora aggrassive drivers.

It is imporant thalt you becoma a defensive driver.
Defensive driving protects you and others from unsafe
and unexpected driving situations.

Buckle up: Ensure all people in the vehicle fasien their seat
belts to help keap everyons safe in the event of a crash.

Using a cell phone while driving: Calorado law prohibils

drivers from using a mobile dewvice while driving, unless
it is to contact law enforcamant, the fire departmeant, if it
is an emargency or they are doing so with the use of a
hands-free accassory. Colorado law also prohibits the use
af mobile devicas for text massaging while driving unless
it is o confact law enforcemant, the fire deparimant or it s
an emergancy.

Steering: Keap both hands on the steering whesal. The mast
affactive hand positions are B o'clock and 4 o'clock or 8
a'deck and 3 o'clock. When turning, the praferrad methods
ara the “hand-over-hand” or “push-pull-slide” methods. Do
not turn the whesal with the palm of your hand or let it slide
through your fingears after making a turn.

Scanning: To be a good driver you must know what is
happeanirng around your wehicle, You must ook ahead, o
the sides, and bahind the vehicla. Always look left, rght
and then left again when turning, driving through or entaring
an intersection. Scanning helps you see conditions ahead,
such as vehicles and padesinans that may be on or antaring
the road, wwarning signs and signs giving you directions. Be
sura to look for smaller road users as you scan, including
pedestrians, bicydists and motorcyclists,

Look ahead: In order to avoid last-minute braking or the
nead o turm abruptly, you should look down the road
al least 10 seconds ahead of your vehicle [city — one
bleck, open road — half a mila). By looking well ahsad
and baing ready o stop or change lanes, you can drive
mora safaly, save on fusl and help keep traffic moving at
a sleady pace.

Look to the sides: As athar vehicles or pedastrians
might craoss ar enter your path at any time, you
should be looking for them on both sides and bayand
thie curb.

Look behind: You must check traffic behind you in
your rear view mirror evary 5 to 8 seconds. This is the
anly way o know if someone is following too closely or
coming up oo quickly, and it will give you time to react.
You naeed fo check mora often when traffic is heawy. It
is very imporiant to look behind you when you change
lanes, slow down, back up, exil an inlarseclion or drive
down a long or steap hill.

Following another wehicle: Following the wahicle in
front of you too closaly limits your vision of the road and
does not allow you enough time to react to avoid a crash.
Remamber (o stay aware of tha vehicle in front of you and
to maintain an adequate distance between your vehicle
and thairs.

Three-second rule: Under normal conditions, use
the thres-second rule to gauge how much space you
should leave belwesan your vehicle and the vehicle in
front of you. Watch the vehicle ahead of you; when
it passas a refarence point (such as a mile marker,
sign ar lelephonea pole) then count *one-thousand-ona,
ana-thousand-two, ona-thousand-three.” If you pass
the reference point before you finish counting, you are
following too closealy.
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Itisalsaimportant o considar weathear, road conditions,
the amount of traffic and time of day, because the
stopping distance reguired is graatly increased.

Adjusting to traffic: Follow posted speed limits and
keep pace with traffic in a reasonable and cautious
manner to halp avoid crashes. Travaling much faster
results in fraquent passing, increasing the opporlunity
for a crash. Driving considerably slower than other
vehiclas can  also  increasa  unpredictability and
compromise safaly by causing back-ups and more
passing situations.

Zippar Merge: Marge paints are specifically set up for
vahicles to marga from fwo lanes info one lane in a zipper
fashion. This keeps traffic flowing. Each car should
alternale in zipper fashion into the remaining opean lanes
until just befora the point of closure. When thera is a lane
closure ahead, drivers should continue to drive in both
lanes equally. Just before the lane ends, cars should
take turms filling in tha apen lans carefully and resume
full speed. In a Jippar Marge, please be raspactful of
thosa who wait to merge until just bafore the lana ends;
thay are doing it cormectly.

Slow Zones: Flacas where paople or traffic gather that
require slowear spaeds and increased attention:

+ Shopping canters + Rush hour traffic
+ Schools = Marrow bridges
+ Parks/Playgrounds = Tall plazas

+ Residential streetls + Rail crossings

What to Do and Expect When Pulled Owver by Law
Enforcement: Law Enforcement officers ara responsible
for conducting traffic stops when they have reasonable
suspicion of a fraffic violation or a criminal violalion. Baing
slopped by an officar can be a siressful experience for the
drivar, amy passengers, and for the officer, too. Knowing
whatl to do during the stop will halp ensure your safety and
the safaty of olhars.

Whan you see eamergency lights behind you or hear
amargency sirens, itis important for youw and your passengars
to stay calm and cooperate. Remembsar fo:

» Activate your turn signal and pull off ar to tha right
sida of the roadway as soon as il is safa to do 50. Tha
afficer might request you to pull farther off the roadway
and away from moaving traffic.

* Turm aff tha engine and any audio devicas.

« Stay in your wvahicle unless directad by tha afficar to axit.
# Turm an yaur intaror lights if you are pullad over at night
to assist with visibility. Officers may use a spaotlight for

additional visibility.

+ Keap your hands on the steering whael or in a visibla
location so thay are easily obsarvabla.

» Fallow all instructions the officer gives you or your
PRSSaNgErs.

The officer may approach aithar side of tha vehicle. When

the officar approaches tha vehicla, remember to:

¢ Lower the corresponding window 5o youw and tha officer
can better communicatsa.
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¢ Let tha officer know if you have a weapan in the vahicle
upan first contact, bul do not reach for it or atlempt o
hand it o the officer.

« Wail for the officer's instructions befora reaching for
wour driver's licansa or vahicle documants.

Whan conducting the stop, the officer will typically:

» Show thair law anforcemeant cradantials if they are nof
in unifarm. If they do not show thair credentials, you
may ask o sae tham.

+ Explain why you were stoppadiask questions about
wour trip.

« Ask for your driver's licensa, proof of insurance, and
vahicle registration. If the documeants are out of your
reach, tall the officer where thay are and wail for the
afficer's acknowledgemeant before reaching to refrieva
the documents.

Im soma caseas, the officar may:

e Ask you to exit the wahicla. In this case, keap your
hands visible, exit the wehicle, and sfand in a location
as directad by the officear.

¢ Imposa a sanchon such as a warmning, traffic icket
which may include a fine, or arrest. The officer will
typically explain whatever action is being taken. If they
do not, you may ask them to do so.

If you hava questions, respectfully ask the officer to clarify. If
you disagres with the officer’s decision or coursa of action,
do not prolong the contact by arguing with the officer. Rathar,
you may seek fo contest the decision in court through
astablished legal channels. Your acceptance and signature
an a trafhc ticket is not an admission of guill. Howaver, the
refusal io sign a traffic ticket may result in your arrest.

If you believa tha officer acted inappropriately or have
quastions regarding their conduct you may request to spaak
to a supervisor. This is best done as soon as possible aftar
the stop.

Follawing these procedures can halp make a fraffic stop a
safe experanca for all partias involvad.

SHARING THE ROAD

Sharing the road means that everyone has a rnight to esa the
road amd a responsibility o fallow the driving laws and look
aut for each other.

A courteous, alert and knowledgeable drivar makes our road
safer for all. Bicycles, motorcyclas, buses and trucks operate
differanthy. You should keep these differences in mind and
share the road safely with all Coloradans.

Motorcycles: An operator of a two-wheelad molorcycle can
pass other motor vehicles in the same lane as long as the
athar vehicles are stopped, mofor vehicles in lanas naxt to the
lane occupied by the wo-whealed motorcycla are sioppad,
and thare is encugh room for the two-whesaled motorcycle
to pass safely al a speed no greater than 15 milas par hour,
This s called lana filtering.

Large trucks and buses: Due to thair size and weight,
large trucks and busas create unigue siluations for smallar



motorisis, and particularly, for people oulsides of cars.

Trucks and buses require mara room than automobiles to
turn, change lanes and perform other driving manauvers.
Stay behind white-painted stop bars at stop signs and
traffic lighis becausea many are carefully measured to give
trucks the room they nead for furns.

Trucks and buses have blind spols called "Moo Zones,”
which are areas around trucks/busas whera cars
disappear into blind spots or are 50 close that thay rastrict
the truck or bus driver's ability to stop or manauver safely.
Vahiclas traveling in Mo Zones cannot be sean and graatly
incraase the potential for a crash.

Points to remember:

« Reversing: Do not pass or stop close fo a truckibus
that is preparng fo or is backing up, as the trailar will
abstruct objects in the Mo Zona.

« Passing: Pass trucks quickly and on the left whan
possible. Sinca frucks require longer distances to
slow down than cars, do not pull in front of a truck or
bus wntil you can see both headlights on the front of
the vehicle in your réar view mirror,

« Rear blind spots: Trucks and busas have large blind
spots behind them. Da not tailgate. The drvar cannot
saa you and it also culs off your awn wiew af traffic.

« Side blind spots: Trucks and buses have much
largar blind spots on both sides than cars. If the
truck or bus driver naads to maksa an amergency
maneuver or change lanas, they will not be able to
saa you and it could causs a collision.

¢« Wide turns: Bacause of thair size, trucks and
buses often need to move o the left lane to make
right turns. Cutling in betweaen the truck or bus and
the curb ar shoulder increases the possibility of a
collision.

« Runaway truck ramps: Occasionally frucks and
buses lose their ability o brake. Runaway truck
ramps were built io prevent seriouws crashes from out
af control vehicles. Mever chain up, change a tire or
park on the ramp or the entrance -- it's boih illegal
and unsafe. One sign of a runaway truck or bus is
smoke coming from the brakes. Get out of the way
and da not gat in front of the truck or bus.

Bus-related tips include:

« Buses frequently stop. Stay alert whan driving behind a
bus to allow for smooth and safe stopping of your vehicle.

« |fyou are passing a stopped bus, use care becausea tha
bus may start to move out info your lane of traffic.

« Buses hawve the right-of-way whan leaving a drop-off
location and merging into traffic.

« Look for pedeastrians who might ba exiting or wailing fo
board tha bus.

« Watch for paople walking and loading bikes in front of
the bus.

School Buses: Use caulion when driving near school
busas, aspacially in naighborhoods and school rones, as
thesa areas ara likaly to have students gatting on and off as
wall as crossing roads.

Owverhead Yellow Warning Lights: Whan a school bus s
abouwt to stop and load or unload childran, the bus driver
activatas amber warning lights. The yallow warning lights will
slay am until the bus door opeans.

Overhead Red STOP Lights/STOP Arm: When the bus
drivar opans tha bus door, the red STOP lights and STOP
arm activates.

Stop and remain stopped unbil the bus driver retracts the
stop arm and deactivates the red warning lights.

Wahicles must stop no less than 20 fest from the front or rear
bumpsar of the school bus,

You Must Stop: It is illagal and dangerauws o not stop whean
a school bus has its stop lights on and stop arm exlended.

Always ba alert for students on or near the readway when a
school bus is stoppad.
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If a school bus displays altarnating flashing red light
signals, wisible from tha front or rear, you must stop at
least 20 feel befora reaching the bus. Do not proceed
until the flashing rad lights stop, and then proceed
with caution.

If you are fraveling on a divided
highway that has four or mora
lanes with a median separating tha
traffic, only the vehiclas fraveling
in both lanes behind the school
bus must stop, and not tha traffic
traveling in the aopposite direction.

If wou are traveling on a two-lans
roadway, traffic in both directions are required to stop. If yau
ara travaling on a four-lana road without a median, traffic in
both directions must stop.

If you are fravaling on a highway that has five or mors lanes
with a shared center tum lans, only the wehicla in both
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lanes bahind the school bus must coma to a complets stop.
In this casa, vehicles travaling in the opposite direction are
not legally required to stop.

Vialating school bus  ftraffic
Consagquencas.

RAILROAD CROSSING

When approaching a railroad crossing, be caulious because
a train can arriva at any lime, day or night. Obey all warming
dewices, lights, gales and signs. When approaching a
railroad crossing that is nol marked with flashing lights
ar gatas you should stop (if necassary) before reaching
the crossing, to check for approaching frains. Maver slop
an the tracks. Stopping on the fracks is illegal and wary
dangerows. Do not drive onta tha crossing wunbil you are
surg the tracks are clear and you have enough room on
the athar sida of tha tracks to clear a frain, especially when
thers are mulliple tracks as there may be a second train.
If your vehicle sialls on a crossing, get evaryone out and
immediately move as far away as possible, even if you
do not ses a frain approaching. Call tha phone numbear
an the blue Emergency Molification Sign located near the
crossbuck sign or confact local law enforcemant.

laws has sarious lagal

Take time o propery judge the train's speed and disfance,
Because of its large size, a train appears to ba moving much
slowar than it appears. The average freightl frain fraveling at
85 mph requires about one mile to stop.

Advance warning signs: A railroad crossing is ahead. The
warning sign is at a sufficient distance fo allow you to stop (if
necassary ) bafore raaching the crossing. It is the only round
traffic sign.

Pavement markings: Consists of an "R X B and a slop
lime and may be painted on the pavement in front of a
crossing. Always slay behind the painted stop line while
wailing for a passing train. If no line is visible, you must be
at least 10 feet from tha tracks. Trains ovarbang the fracks
by 3 faat.

Quiet Zone signs: Crossings in designated quiel zones
will have a Mo Train Horn® sign posied below the
Advance Warning signs. Train horns do nol blow al these
crossings. The flashing lights and gates warn you of an
approaching train.

Crossbuck signs: These signs should be trealed ihe
same as a yield sign. If thera is more than one frack, a
sign below the Crossbuck indicatas the number of fracks
al this crossing. They normally serve as caution signs, but
become regulatory whan a train approaches.

Commercial busas and trucks carrying hazardous
materials must stop al most railroad crossings. Be
preparad to stop if you are following one of thasa vehicles
approaching a crassing.

Flashing light signals: Always stop whan tha lights flash.
Do nod attempt to cross until tha lights have stopped flashing.

Gates: Gates are used with flashing light signals at cartain
crossings. Do not cross until the gates are raised and the
lights have slopped flashing. While the gates are down, the
road is closed.
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Emargency MNotification System (EMNS) sign: All
public highway-rail grade crossings have BLUE colared
Emergancy Motification System (ENS) signs that provide
a 2471365 telephone number o call for reporting
problams ar amergencies at railroad crossing locations.
The ENS =igns are typically located on the railroad
crossing posts balow the crossbuck. The ENS signs are
far amergancies that would require stopping a train due
to an obstruction or any other prablem at or near the
crossing. By providing the DOT (X-IMG) crossing number
located on the sign, the railroad dispatcher knows axactly
whera tha crossing is and cam quickly notify trains maoving
in that diraction to stop before the crossing or location of
the problem when possible.

LIGHT RAIL

The Regional Transportation District (RTD) has Light Rail
Wehicles (LEY) in its mass-transit fleet in the Denvar
Metropolitan area. In some areas, LEVs will operate on
slreafs in tha same direction as other motor vehicles. In
ather areas, LEVs will operate in the opposite direction
from other traffic. The LEVs are governad by all trafiic
signals and signs and have the same rights and
respansibiliies as ofher motorists when opearaling on the
streals. They also require additional attention from
avaryane on the read.

Driver safety tips: Each light rail car weighs up o 40 tons
and can't stop guickly. Remamber thase important tips while
driving i a light rail area:
¢ Mewver turn in front of an approaching LRV,
¢ Maver turn across a sat of light rail racks without
checking in all diractions.
« Walch for paaople getting on and off a stopped LRV,
¢ Be aspacially alert in light rail areas as naarby
buildings and foliage can maka it difficult for motorists
to see LRWVE.



Conviction

How to prevent

Motarist turning laft in front of an
ancoming bicyclist
befors turning

Loak for encaming matorcyclisis riding on the shoulder, edge of the lane or bahind
other oncoming wahiclas and taks time o accurataly judge thair distance and spasd

Motarist or motoreyclists running
a stop sign or stop signal

Motorist opening a wehicle door
without looking behind for a
passing motarcydlists ar wehicla

Stop first, than proceed into intersaction afler looking for and yialding to others

Always check behind you before apaning a door into the roadway and ry opaning
the door with your arm opposite the door

Motarist turning right in front of a
motareyclists traveling straight
righit
Motarist pulling out fram a
driveway and failing o look far a
motarcyclists an road or sidewalk

bike path, ar road

Yiald and lat the cyclist claar the intersection first and maka turns from closa lo the
curb fo prevent a cyclist approaching from behind from passing unsafaly on your

Check both diractions and beyond tha curb or drivaway when crossing a sidaewalk,

« Some light rail crossing areas can have regular traffic
lights to communicale with motarists. Some have
warning lights and some have gatas with railroad type
traffic arms. All thesa signals mean the same thing:
Slop and do not cross tha tracks.

« Maver drive around traffic gates, even if an LRV has
jusi passed. Another vehicla might ba coming from ihe
athar direction.

* Be awara of vour wvehicle height. Ovarhead wiras are a
slandard height of 18 feat, & inches above the canter
af the tracks. Always assume a wire hanging from
avarhaad catanary is elecinfied so never touch the wire
ar anything it is touching.

Pay closa aflention to special fraffic warming signs in
canneaction with light rail.

If you find a wire hanging from overhead or if you think any
safely devices are malfunctioning, pleass call 311 or RTD at
A03-298-6000 and repori the situation.

BICYCLISTS

Bicycles are considerad vahicles on the roadway. People
an bikes have many of the same rights, privileges and
responsibilities as motorists, and they are generally
required to follow the same rules of the road (ses earlier
saclions for bike-specific pavement markings, signs
and signals). Check your local ordinancas for any laws
that apply differenily o bicyclisis; for example, in some
communities, bicyclists are allowad to ride on sidewalks
and in crosswalks whare they hawve the same righis,
privileges and responsibililies as pedestrians.

Drivers must be alert, actively look far bicyclists and be
cautious whan approaching or passing bicyclists because
bicyecles are smaller and bicyclists are morg vulnarable than
people inside of motor vehicles. Like molorists, bicyclists
have different levels of axperience and skills, and some
bicyelists are children. Keap thesa charactaristics in mind
as you look for and approach people biking.

Fegardlass of how we fravel, everyone has a responsibility
to help keep othars safe and avoid crashes. Below are some
laws and practices drivers should follow 1o interact safaly
with paopla on bikes.
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i For specific Colorade Bicycle laws,

se8 the Statewids Bicycle Manual.
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Colorado laws regarding motorists and bicyclists:

+ Bicyclists should ride as far to the right as judged safe.
Be awara that bicyclists may ride in the canter of tha
travel lane to increase their visibility and safely. Bicyclists
may choose fo ride in the centar of the travel lana on
narrow roads or to avoid obstacles such as the door
zone of parked cars, broken glass or drainage grabes.

* When passing bicyclists, including thoss in a bike
lame, molarists ara required to give a minimum of
three feat from the outermost part of their wvahicla or
any atlachmanis. [1is legal o cross a double vallow
lirg with no ancoming traffic if necessary to provide a
minimum of three feet of passing distanca. |f you ara
unable to give three feat, slow down and remain bahind
the bicyclist until it is safe o pass.

* Bicyclists may ride side-by-side if thay are not impeding

the normal and reasonable movamant of fraffic. This

can help them be more visible to drivers and decreass
the time it takes o pass a group of bicyclists,

Yiald to bicyclisis in intersections as you would for

pedastrians and other vahicles,

* People on bikes have the righi-of-way in a bika
lane, and bike lanes continue through intersections,
regardless of whathear or not paint extends through the
intersection.

* Do nof stop, park or drive on a designated bicycla path
ar lana. Impeding bicycla traffic in a bike lana forces
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hicyclists to rida inta the main travel lana and can puf
them in an unsafa situation. You may cross a bika
lame when turning, entering or leaving another road,
driveway or allay.

¢ People on bikes may ride outside of a bike lana.

¢ Always usa your turn signal to communicate befores
turning and ksep it off whan traveling straigit.

¢ Om a multi-lane, one-way straat, know that a bicyclist
can rida on the right or laft side of the roadway.

¢ Maka right turns from close to the curb and
from a Conflict Zona when aone is present. This
halps prevent crashas with bicyclists who are
approaching from behind and may otherwise try to
pass an your right.

¢ Do nof farce a bicyelist off the road, this constitutes
aggrassive driving and has legal consaquences,

¢ A maw law was passed in 2022 which states when an
intersaction is clear and a bicyclist already has tha
righl-of-way. bicyclists ages 15 and alder may now
treat stop signs as yvield signs and treatl stop lights as
slop signs.

Additional practices to awvoid crashas and halp keep
bicyclists safe:

+ Treal paopla on bikas as drivers of vehicles who have a
right to tha road, and who are also more vulnerable.

+ Taks the time to actively look for people on bicycles
and to accuralely judge theair speed and distance.

+ Although bicyclists are required to ride in the same
diraction as motar vehicles, ook for them riding
anywhare on the rmoadway.

* Leave mora than three fest of passing distance when
drieireg larger vahicles or in rural or windy conditions (o
avoid dangerows wind blasts.

* Do mof turn sharply, slow down or stop abrupily in
fromt af a bicyclist. A maotor vehicle's brakas are mara
powearful than a bicycle's and you could cause a crash.

+ Be particularly careful around bicyclists whan
the roadway is wel or covered with dabris. These
conditions affect people on bicyclas much more than
peopla in vehicles.

+ When parked on the streef, check to the sidas and
rear for bicyclists before you apen your vehicle door.
Use your hand closeast to the canter of the wahicla to
apen your door, a behavior commonly known as tha
“Dutch Reach.”

+ Check for bicyclists in your path and blind spots befara
backing up, changing lanes or turning.

+ Before making a left turn, activaly look for peopla
biking on the right side or on the shoulder and taka
time to accurately judge thair distanca and spead
befora turning.

+ When driving alongsida a bicyclst and praparing to turn
right, slow down, yiald and let the bicyclist clear the
infersection bafore making your turn.

+ Before turning right at a red light whera it is legal,
come o a complets stop. Look for bicyclists bahind
ar next to your vehicls, making a left turn from tha
apposite side of the streel or traveling in the lans with
which you plan o menge.
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¢ Ayoid sounding your horn closs to bicyclists unlass
thers is an immeadiate risk of a crash. Using your horn
may slartle a bicyclist and cause them o crash.
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Hand signals for bicyclists:

« Bicyclists ara requirad to use hand signals, as showmn,
whan urming and stopping. However, thay may bea
unable to signal if thair skill lavel or road or traffic
conditions require them to keep both hands on the
handlebars. Look for other cluas of a bicyclist's
infent, such as turning their head or looking ower their
shoulder bafore changing lane position.

« Far a right turn, extend the right arm straight out or laft
arm upward at a right angle. For a laft turm, extend the
left arm directly out to the lafi.

« |f slowing or stopping, drop the left arm down at
the elbow.

MOTORCYCLES

Motoreyclists hawve the same rights and responsibilities as
athaer drivars. With minimal crash protection, motarcyclists
ara wvery vulnerable to injury, evan death, when hit by a
largar wahicla.

Motorcyclists are entitled to the same full lane width
as othar wehicles. Motorcyclists frequently move
around in theair lane so they can sea, be seen and
avoid road hazards. Alsa, ba aware that strong winds
can unexpectadly move a motorcycle out of its lane.
There are soma additional situations and condifions
you nead o be aware of so you can safely shara the
road with motoreyclists:

* Lane Filtering: The driver of a two-whealad
motorcycla can pass ancther motor vehicle in the sama
lane as long as the athar vehicle is stopped, mofor
vahicles in lanas naxt to the lane occupiad by the teo
whasled motorcycle are stopped, and thara is encugh
roam for the two-wheealad motorcycle to pass safely at
a spaed no greater than 15 miles per haur.

+ Motorcyclas are smallar than other molor wvahiclas,
hardar o sae and can move faster and slop quicker
than expectad.

+ Rpad defects and dabris can creata dangers for
miotorcyclists,

« Walch for motorcyclists, use axtra caution when driving
around them and incraasa your following distance.



Avoiding Collisions: Drivers can help to prevent
collisions with motoreyelists by knowing the most comman
causas of motorist-motorcyclist collizions below and how
to avaid them.

Cause of collision How to prevent

Motorist turning lefl in front | Look for oncoming
of an oncaming bicyclist bicyclists riding on the
shouldar ar edga of the

lans befara turning

Matorist or bicyclist anning
a stop sign or stop signal

Stop first, then procesd
inta intarsaction yielding 1o
olihers.

Always check behind you
bafore opaning a door inta
the roadway

Motorist opaning a vehicla
daor without looking bahind
for a passing bicyeclist.

Bicyclist nding tha wrong
wiay against traffic, toward
the motorist

Ride bicycles in the sama
direction as traffic

Check both directions when
crossing a sidewalk, bike
path, or road

Motorist pulling ouf from
a drivaway and failing ta
58 a bicyclist on raad or

sidawalk

PEDESTRIANS

Pedestrians are the most vulnerable wsers of owr
readways. Thay are people who are standing, walking,
running ar using mobility aids on public streats, highways
and privale property. 85 a driver, it is your responsibility
to watch out for padestrians because motor vahicles are
heavy objects that can cause serious injuries or daath.
Here are some mora things to remember o halp kasp
pedastrians safe:

¢ Do nof assume that pedestrians can hear or saa your
vahicle ar any visual or audible crossing signals as
soma padesirians may be deaf, hard of haaring, deaf-
blind, ar bind.

* Follow the speed limit or driva at a slower speed whean
necassary o halp you to see and respand to pedastrians.

+ Hemamber, some pedestrians like children or people
using whealchairs have a lower prafila.

¢ Pedestrians have the right-of-way at all intersections
and crosswalks, aven if the linas are not marked or
painted. Drivers must yield or comea to a completa stop
to et padasirians pass safely.

¢ Look for pedastrians at all intersections, aspecially if
wou are turning.

« While turning at a red light, maka sure you are in the
correct lane and come o a complate stop. Chack for
pedastrians in all directions to maks sure your path is
clear before moving forward to check for vahicla traffic.

¢ Do nod stop with any portion of your vehicle covering
thie crosswalk area.

« Walch for padesirians entering or exiting their cars
while passing parked vahicles.

¢ Drive very cautiously around schools, parks, parking
lols, bus stops and spacial events wheare pedestrians
ara likely o be prasant.

¢ Mever pass vehicles stopped at a crosswalk
bacausze the driver may ba stopping for padestrians
that vou can't saa.

¢ Chack blind spots and mirrars while backing your car
aut of & parking space or drivesway.

CARELESS/RECKLESS DRIVING
Sharing the read is important not only for your safety and the
safely of others, it is tha law.

Distracted Driving: When you are driving a vahitle and
wour attention is not on the road, you're putting yoursalf,
vour passengers, other wehicles and peadestrians in
dangear. Distracted driving can causs crashes, resulting in
injury, death, or property damage. A distraction is anything
that takes your attention away from driving. Taking your
ayas off the road, hands off the wheal or your mind off
driving presant obvious driving risks. Mental activitias that
taka your mind away from driving are just as dangerous.
Ewvan seamingly simple tasks such as tuning a radio can
be risky, especially in bad weather or heawvy frafic. Do
not attempt o eat or drink, read, smoka or vapa, apply
makeup, or adjust the music whils you are driving. In the
tima it takes to changs radio stations, lives can ba changed
farawver. Additionally, many drugs, including alcohal and
marijuana, reduce a drivar’s ability to manage multiple
tasks. Distractions thatl could be meraly hazardous for a
narmal driver may posa a life-threatening danger to an
impaired driver as well as other drivers and padestrians.
Drivers are not allowed to usa any mabile electranic device
whila driving unless it is with a hands-free device or in an
amargency situation. If you drive carslessly because you
wers laxting, or any manual use of a mobile devica, you
could bea fined or charged with a misdeamaanor. Pull off the
road if you need to use your call phone or ather mabile
alectranic devica.

Tips to prevent distracted driving:

# Do mof use mobile devices.

« Avoid argumeants and stressful or emotional
cormarsations.

¢ Avoid smoking, ealing and drinking.

¢ Be sura children are proparly and safely restrainad.

¢ Properly secura pats in a pel carrier or partable kennel.

¢ Become familiar with equipment in the vehicle. bafora
wou drive and practice parfarming basic funclions such
as adjusting the tempearature or radio settings without
taking your eyes off the road.

¢ Praprogram your radio stations for aasy accass and
praselect a playlist on your portable device.

¢ Heview maps and plan your route befors you bagin
driving.

Maka driving your pricnty. A momentary distraction can lead
to a crash. Kaep your hands on tha whesl and your ayes an
the road.

Aggressive driving: Aggressive driving is any bahind-tha-
wheel behavior that places others andlor properly in dangear
thiraugh willful action without regard to safaty.
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Reckless driving: Reckless driving is operating a wahicle
in such a way that puts either people or proparly in danger,
whether intentional ar nat.

If a law enforcement officer notas your aclions as
andangering ancther person or propearty (including the othar
motarist's wehicla) you can be chargad under Colorado’s
recklass driving staluta and if convicled, up o aight points
can be assessad against your driving record.

Acts such as tailgating another drivar, passing on the shouldar
ar running a rad light could ba saen by a law enforcamant
afficar as aggressive if the officer believas the action is willful
and places others in danger. A combination of acts, such
as speading, cutting off other wehicles, swerving toward
anothar motorist, honking, flashing headlights, yeling and
using imappropriate hand gestures can also be considared
aggrassive driving.

Some acls, such as displaying a weapan af another moborist,
bumping or ramming anather vahicle or high speed pursuit
af a wahicle can result in criminal charges beyond a reckless
driving charga.

Protecting yourself from aggressive drivers: To protect
voursalf from an aggressive driver, don't engage with that
driver. Avaoid eye contact and don’t attampt to match an
aggressive act. If the ather driver is angry, back off, give
way to the othar drivear and lat the aggressive driver go.
A few saconds engaged with an aggressive drivar could
change your life, or tha lives of the loved onas riding with
wou - forever.

Reporting aggressive or impaired drivers: Dial "C5P
{* 277 1o report aggrassive drivers. Tha Colorado State Patrol
has set aside this spacial callphane numbsar for motorists
and bicyclists o usa in reporling aggressiva drivers. Tha call
will ba handled by the closast state patral trooper, or will
be referrad to a paricipating local law anforcameant agancy.
Theare i no charge for tha call.

Could | become an aggressive driver?: Anyone is capable
af becoming an aggressive driver, Some drivers may be more
likely to become aggressive. Hare are some guestions o
sae if you have a grealer potantial to become an aggressive
drivar. Take a few minules o ask yourself thesa quesiions
and ba hanast with yoursell. Do youw:

« Mentally condemin other drivers as incompatent or
shupid?

« Make negative comments about ather drivers to your
passengars?

« Close up space to stop other motorists from merging or
changing lanas?

« Pravent anathar driver from passing?

« Tailgate a drivar o gel tham fo spead up or gat out of
WO way'?

« Angrily spead past another driver?

« Rumn a stop sign, red light or othar traffic control device
aut of frusfration or angar?

« Honk or yall al somacnes o axpress your angear or
frusiration

« Make an abscene gesture al another driver?
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¢ Pursue anather vahicla to exprass your anger?

¢ Delibarately bump or ram another vahicla?

¢ Exit your vahicle to teach the athar drivar a lesson
thrawgh eithar & warbal exchangs or physical
confrontation?

¢ Think abouf physically attacking another driver?

If you answarad yes to any of these questions, evan just a
caoupla, you may be at risk to becoma an aggrassiva driver,

TIPS TO AVOID BECOMING AN AGGRESSIVE DRIVER
Leave early for any trip. Too frequently paopla don't allow
anaugh tima to get where they want on lima. Expect ofhars
to make mistakas. Keap calm. Don't transfer the anger you
may feal from other situabions info your driving. Lat people
merge, even if they've done something uncourteous. Don't
maksa their problem your problam.

EMERGEMNCIES

Should a driver encounter an emergancy situation, baing
preparad and knowing how 1o respond can minimize the
chance of more sarious oulcomes.

Avoiding collisions: When it looks like a collision may
happan, many drivers panic and fail to act or act in a way
that does not reduce the chance of the collision. Thers
almast always is someathing you can do to avoid tha crash ar
reduca the resulls of the crash.

Ta avaid a collision, drivers have thres options:
¢ Show down or stop
¢ Turn
¢ Spead up

Stopping quickly: Most vehicles have an Anti-lock Braking
System (ABS) that will help you stop without skidding. Be
sura fo read tha vehicle owner's manual on how 1o use the
ABS. In genaral, if you need o stop quickly:

« With ABS: Apply the brakes with hard, firm pressura.
Yow might feel the brake pedal pushing back whean
the ABS s working. Do not let up on tha brake pedal.
Tha ABS system will only work with the brake padal
pushed down.

Without ABS: You can causa the vahicla to go into a
skid if you braks oo hard. Apply the brakes as hard
as you can without locking them. If the brakes lock up,
yau will feal tha vehicle start 1o skid. Slightly lat up on
the brake padal. &5 soon as the vehicle stops skidding,
prass the brake pedal again. Keep daing this unbil the
vahicle has stopped.

Turning quickly: In most cases, you can turn tha vehicle
Quickear tham you can stop it You should consider turning in
arder o avoid a collision if it doss not sk causing anathar
collision. Make sure you have a good grip with bath hands
an the steering wheel. Once you have tumed away or
changed lanas, you must be ready to keep the wehicle
undar contral.

« With ABS: One aspact of having ABS is that you can
turm your wahicle while braking without skidding. This s
warry helphul if wou must turn and stop ar slow down.



« Without ABS: If you do not hawve ABS, you must use
a diffarant procedurs to turn quickly. Step on the brake
pedal, but then let up and twrm the stearing whesal.
Braking will slow tha vehicla some, the brake should be
released bafore making an evasive tum. Do nof lock up
thie frant wheals while braking or turm so sharply that
thie vahicle can anly plow ahaad.

« Another consideration is thal ganerally it is better to run
aff the road tham to crash head-on into anather vehicla.

Speeding up: Sometimes it s necessary, to speed up o
avoid a collision. This may happen whan ancther vehicla is
about to hit you from the side or from behind and there is
room to the front of you to get out of danger. Be sura to slow
down once the dangear has passed.

Animals: Always slay alerl for animals in or near the
roadway, parbicularly in rural and mountainous regons
and betweaen dusk and dawn when approximately 0% of
crashes with deer and elk cccur. Upon entaring a designated
animal crossing, the first precaution should be to slow down
and look for animals.

If there are animals near the roadway, slow down and
procaad with exireme caution. Thare may be occasions
when an animal suddenly runs in fraont of your vahicle
which can present a hazard, particulardy large game
animals that may cause the molorist to take drastic
avasive action to pravent a collision that may rasult in
losing contral of the vehicla. This may result in a mare
serious crash than if the vehicle collided with tha animal.
Regratfully. the safest alternative for passangars may
ba hitting the animal. Concantrate on retaining contral
af tha vehicle before, during. and after the collision with
the animal.

VEHICLE EMERGEMCIES

Fallowing the recommended vehicla maintanance schedule
in tha wehicle owner's manual greatly reduces the chance
that a wehicle will have a problam. The following section
notas soma possible vahicle failures and what you can do
if thay happean.

Brake failure: Take your foot off the accelerator. Pump the
brake pedal several times, This will often build up enough
brake pressura to allow you to stop. If that does not work,
use tha parking brake. Pull on the parking brake handla or
push an the parking brake padal slowly so you will not lock
the rear wheels and causa a skid. Ba ready o raleasa the
brake if the vehicle starts to skid. If that does not wark, shift
to lower gears and look for a safe place to slow to a stop.
Makea sura the car is off the roadway. Don't drive the vaehicle
without brakes.

Tire blowout: Hold tha stearing wheel tightly, and keap the
vahicle going straight as you slow down gradually. Take your
foot off the gas pedal and use tha brakes lightly. Do not stop
an tha road if possible. Once you have slowed, pull off the
road in a safa place,

Power failure: FKasap a strong grip an tha slaering whaal. Be
awara that tha stasring may ba difficult to turn but you can

turm it. Pull off the roaadway. The brakes will still wark but yau
may have to push very hard on the brake padal.

Headlight failure: Pull off the road as soon as possibla. Try
the haadlight swilch a few times. If that does not work, put
an the emergancy flashers, twrn signals ar fog lights, if you
hawva tham.

Jammed gas pedal: Keep your ayes on the road. Cuickly
shift to neutral. Pull off the read when safe o do so. Turm aoff
the enginea.

CRASH TIPS
Providing insurance information after a crash: If you are
involved in a crash, you must provide proof of insurance
to law enforcement at the scene of the crash, or at the
police station.

The duties of occupants of vehicles involved in crashes
resulting in personal injury: If you are a passengsar in a
vahicle involied in a crash where tha driver is physically
incapable of raporting tha crash you are required o report
the crash and, if dirscted by law anforcemeant, o ramain at
the scane of the collision until the law enforcament arrives.

In the event of a crash you should:
« Slop immediataly and nevar leave the scena.
¢ Chack for injuries and whare practical rander
reasonable assistance.
« Call law anforcamant and ameargency parsonnal.
« Exchange nama, addrass, phona numbars, registration
and insurance information.

Under Accident Alert Status (defined as those times when
weather conditions are so savers lhat law enforcemant
afficars are unable to respond to the large volumsa of motar
vahicle crashas): If alcohal and drugs are not involved, there
are no inpuries and all vehicles are still drivable, exchange
name, addrass, phone numbers, regisfration and insurance
information. You moust file an accident raport with law
anfarcement within 24 hours.

Invalving a parked car: If a crash invalves a parked car and
you cannet find the owner, call law enforcamant and leave a
nota in a place where the owner of tha car can find it.

Mowve H Law: Stats law reguires motorists invalved inoa
mirar crash on a divided highway to mowve their vahicles aff
the highway whan:

# The wahicle is drivable.
« Mo drugs or alcohol are imsalved.
¢ Thare ara no injuries.

Onca al a safe localion, drivers can nofify law enforcement
and exchange information. Law Enforcemant and
insurance companies will not penalize you for moving
your car off tha road.
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in each direction, you must slow
down o al least 20 mph bealow lhe
posted spead limit. Colorada's Move
Cwar Law protects law enforcamant,
fira, maintenance, ofher amargency
parsonnal, tow truck drivers and you.

Mowve Owver Law: Whean you encountar
any stationary vehicle on a highway
with its hazards flashing, you must
move aver ona lane if you can do
so safaly. If it is not safe or you are
traveling on a road that is one lane

First aid: Good Samaritan laws were developed to
ancourage peaple o help others in amergancy situations.
Theay require that the "Good Samaritan usa commaon sanse
and a reasonable level of skill, not to axceesd the scope
af the individual's training in emargency situations.” Thay
assuma aach parson would do best to save a life or prevant
further imjury.

Whean you respond o an emergency and act as a reasonable
and prudent person would under tha samea conditions, Good
Samarifan immunity ganerally prevails. This legal immundby
protects vou, as a rascuer, from baing suwed and found
financially responsible for tha victims' injury. For exampla, a
reasonabla and prodent parson would:

« Mowe a victim only if the victim’s life is in danger.

= Ask a consciows victim for parmission before giving care.

« Check the victim far life threatening emeargencies
before providing further care,

« Summon professional help (o the scene by calling
the local emergancy number ar the operator and
continue o provide care until mare highly trainad
personneal arrive.
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Donate Life Colorado Organ and Tissue Donor Registry

When applying for or remewing a
Colorado driver license, permit or
10, you will ke asked two important
questions regarding organ and tissue
daonation.

(Colorodo

Signing up as an organ, aye and tissua donor means you
hawve made the decision to donate your organs and lissues
at the time of yvour daath. In Colorado, there ara neary
1.500 people waiting for a lifesaving organ transplant and
thousands more in nead of lifesaving and haaling tissues,

= Would you lika to sign up as an
argan, eye and lissusa donor?

If you say Yes, a hearl with a %" will appear on the front
af your licensa, permit or ID. Your name will be added
automatically 1o the Donate Life Colorado Crrgan and Tissue
Donor Registry. Whean you sign up as an organ, eye and
tizsue domor, your registration remains in effect unless you
change it. The domor registry is managed by Donor Alliance,
a non-profit, federally-designated organ and lisswe recovary
agency, and is accessible only o authorized donation
personnel.

= Would you like to donate to the Emily Keyes-
John W. Buckner Organ and Tissue Donation
Awareness Fund?

Amnother way for you to support organ and fisswe donation
is to maks a voluntary monetary contribution to the Emily
Keyes-Jahn W. Bucknsr Organ and Tissue Donation
Awaranass Fund. Your contributions to the fund go directly
to public cutreach and education about organ and fissue
donation. Informational brochuras are available at all
Colorado driver licensa offices. For more information, call
Donor Allianca at 303-328-4747 or BEE-BGE-4T47 or visit
www Donalelife Colorado. ong.
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Mearly 1,500 people in Colorado
are waiting for a lifesaving organ
transplant.

Every ¥ minutes zomecne is
added to the national transplant

waiting list.

Just ene dener can save up to
eight lives through organ donation
and save and heal more than 75
lives through eye and tissue
donation.

B

»n

CONNOR
ARVADA, CO
Heart recipient

Your decision to be a donor will
not affect medical care. Doctars
and nurses caring for you before
death are not involved in the
danation process.

Anyone - regardless of age or
medical condition - can register
as a denor. Patients with chronic
conditions such as diabetes and
hepatitis can potentially save and
heal lives through donation.

Learn more and register at DonateLifeColorado.org



5 REASONS
WHY LELLA
CHECKED
THE BOX

TO BE AN
ORGAN, EYE &

Lella

' - 1 1®] Liver Recipient &
| SSUE DC JiIK: .
w |_U,'.\.,. Registered Organ, Eye & Tissue Donor

Everyone can register Someday, it could be me or

to be a donor. someone | know who needs
Thera are no restrictions To registering fo a h'nnsplnni.

be an crgan, eye & tissue donor. Anyone Organ, eye & tissue donation saves
can register—including you! and heals thousands of lives each year.
| know Il be grateful this axists if |

aver need it

When you check the box YES, one
day you can save someone’s life.
One person's decision to be a donor All you have to do is say YES
can save up to 8 lives and heal 75 more and check the box.

lives. Think about the positive impact You can register online or at the DMY,
and legacy vou can make by just and you will receive a Wc-n WL
saying YES! license that says "YES" I'm an organ,
eve & tizsue donor.

People in our community really

need our help.

L
Every B minutes ancther perzon is added Dﬂnﬂr
to the transplant waitlist. \We need more Alllunce ,@gwﬁ

Drgan & Tosus [Smlion
people to register!

Learn More at DonoriAlliance.org
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anywhere
Yes, anywhere.

Featured Online Services

« Upgrade vour permit o a license

* Renaw your license or 1D

* Schedule your appointment

* Upload DOT Med Card

* Downgrade your license

* Renew your vehicle registration

= Emissions waiver

= Eztimate your registration fees

* License extension

* International Registration Plan (IRP)
* Motor Vehicle Record (MVE)

» First-time vehicle registration

* Change your address (license & [Ds)

« Change your address (vehicle
registration )

* Preregister for 1st time CO license
or ID

* Pay reinstatement
= Pay a fraffic ticket

* Where's my license or ID?
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Dvarsne of Mator Vehicles
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