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Guide Signs

Most guide signs are rectangular (four-sided) in 
shape with white letters on a green background. 
The arrow points in the direction you should go to 
reach the named place. This sign is typical.

United States numbered routes are marked with a 
sign having black numbers on a white background of 
the familiar U.S. Shield.

State routes are marked with a sign having black 
letters on a white circular background.

The interstate system has route markers in the shape of a shield. The 
top quarter carries the legend interstate in white letters on a red 
background while the bottom three-quarters is blue with the route 
number in large white letters.

Information signs

Motorist service signs usually have white letters on a rectangular 
blue background. (For example: gas, food, lodging.)

Recreation signs usually have white letters on a brown background. 
(For example: state park.)

Beacons Supplementing Signs

Sometimes signs are supplemented with circular 
flashing beacons to better grab motorists’ attention, 
to emphasize the critical nature of the message 
being conveyed by the sign, or to indicate when 
the associated signs message is applicable (for 
instance, “Red Signal Ahead When Flashing”). The 
beacons supplementing warning signs and speed 
limit signs are yellow. Those supplementing Stop 
and Do Not Enter signs are red. These beacons, 
whether yellow or red, and whether on continuously 
or only intermittently, flash in a regular pattern, 
approximately once per second.

WORK ZONES
A work zone is an area along a highway where construction, maintenance or utility 
work is occurring. Because work zones often are unexpected and sometimes hinder 
the smooth flow of traffic, they can present a challenge to even the most skilled 
drivers. It is important for the driver’s own safety and the safety of pedestrians 
and workers that drivers use great care when approaching and passing these sites.

Special work zone traffic signs and other devices are set up in advance of where 
the work actually is taking place and continue beyond the work area. The zone 
may be either stationary (a bridge being widened) or may be a mobile operation 
that moves down the road slowly (pavement striping or patching).

STATE PARK
NEXT LEFT
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Usually, temporary devices such as fixed or portable signs, changeable message 
signs, arrow panels, pavement markings, and/or channeling devices (cones, 
drums, barricades, etc.) are installed to guide traffic safely through the zone. 
Traffic warning signs in work zones usually are orange.

When Approaching Or Driving Through A Work Zone

Stay alert for changing traffic patterns and slowing or stopped traffic. Stopped 
traffic may be hidden around a curve or over a hill. Pay close attention to traffic 
signs and other devices, such as cones, that are placed to safely guide you through 
the work zone. Obey the directions of the police and flaggers:

• 	 When you see signs indicating lane closures ahead, prepare to move 
from the closed lane.

• 	 Watch for slower speeds limits. Fines for exceeding the speed limit 
in a work zone are doubled.

• 	 Observe what other drivers are doing and avoid sudden moves.

• 	 Do not weave from lane to lane. Brake gradually to give drivers 
behind you ample time to slow down. Keep up with the flow of traffic.

• 	 Be alert for unusual pavement surface conditions, such as rough 
surfaces, metal plates, uneven pavement between lanes, and 
dropoffs at the pavement edge. They can make it more difficult for 
you to control your vehicle. Gradual, controlled movements are best 
under these circumstances.

• 	 Maintain a reasonable speed and spacing between vehicles. You may 
have nowhere to go if you are travelling too fast or following too 
closely and the vehicle in front of you suddenly slows or stops.

• 	 Be patient and considerate to workers and other road users.

At times, traffic in work zones must be stopped. This usually happens when 
traffic from the opposite direction take turns using a single lane, when workers 
or equipment must enter the lane of traffic, or where some work task might be 
dangerous to passing vehicles. Then temporary traffic signals might be installed 
or police stationed to direct traffic. More often, trained and certified flaggers with 
stop/slow paddles are used to stop, slow and direct traffic through work zones.

Regulatory Signs

These signs tell drivers of the speed limit and other laws and regulations. Speed 
limits may be reduced in work areas. The fine for violating the speed limit in a work 
zone is much higher than usual speeding fines.
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Warning Signs

Warning signs are used to alert drivers to unusual or potentially hazardous 
conditions in or near work zones. Most signs used in highway and street work 
areas are orange and diamond shaped. A few signs are rectangular.

 

 

Guiding Or Channelizing Devices

Barricades, drums, cones, and tubular markers are 
the most commonly used devices to alert drivers of 
unusual or potentially dangerous conditions on the 
highway and street work areas and serve to guide 
drivers safely through a work zone. At night they are 

often equipped with flashing or steady burn lights 
for improved visibility.

	 Barricade 	 Drum	 Cone	  Tubular Marker

Flashing Arrow Panels

Large flashing or sequencing arrow panels may be used in work zones both day 
and night to guide drivers into certain traffic lanes and to inform them that part of 
the road or street ahead of them is closed.

Flaggers

Flaggers are often provided in highway and street work zones to stop, slow, or 
guide traffic safely through the area. Flaggers wear yellow-green vests, shirts, or 
jackets and use red flags or stop/slow paddles to direct traffic through work zones.

Or

Traffic Stop Traffic Proceed
 with Caution 

Or
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SOME IMPORTANT DELAWARE LAWS
Cell Phone/Hand-Held Electronic Device Use While Driving

Delaware’s law prohibits the use of hand-held cell phones and texting while driving. 
Those who wish to talk on their cell phone while driving must use a hands-free 
device. Drivers are permitted to dial a phone number or to activate/deactivate their 
wireless equipment, and then they must put the device down. Delaware has also 
banned the use of pagers, PDAs, BlackBerry devices, laptops, games or portable 
computers, two-way communication devices, and any other hand-held electronic 
communication devices, while driving.

NOTE: All cell phone or electronic device use, including hands-free, is 
prohibited by drivers with a Graduated Driver License (GDL).

Exemptions:

• 	 Law enforcement, firefighter, EMS technician, or other operators of 
authorized emergency vehicles in the performance of their official duties.

• 	 Anyone reporting an emergency.

• 	 A person driving or operating a farm tractor, non-registered farm 
truck or farm equipment.

• 	 HAM radio operators.

• 	 Business or government employees who use a two-way radio 
mounted or attached to a motor vehicle to communicate with a 
central dispatch, base of operation, or with other employees (e.g., 
utility companies and DelDOT).

Signaling

Delaware law requires drivers to signal by hand or turn-signals when they intend 
to stop, turn, or change lanes. The Driving Skills and Safety Tips Section further 
explains the importance of communicating and signaling. You must signal 300 
feet prior to your intended action.

Overtaking (Passing) Other Vehicles

• 	 You must always stop before reaching any school bus from either 
direction when it is stopped to load or unload school children except 
when you are on the opposite side of a highway having four or more 
lanes, even then proceed slowly.

• 	 “Delaware law states that vehicles shall overtake other vehicles on the 
left only when at a safe distance and then only shall return to the right 
when safely clear.” When passing a cyclist, the law requires motorists 
to leave a minimum of three feet of clearance at all times, and on multi-
lane roads to move to the adjacent lane whenever possible. 

• 	 Vehicles being overtaken shall give way to the right and not increase 
their speed until fully overtaken.

Please review the Driving Skills and Safety Tips Section for more information on 
passing and overtaking.
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Move Over Laws

Responding To Approaching Emergency Vehicles

Delaware law requires that upon the immediate approach of an authorized 
emergency vehicle making use of a siren or displaying alternately flashing red, 
red and white, red and blue, or red, white and blue lights, every other vehicle shall 
yield the right-of-way and shall immediately drive to the right-hand edge or curb 
of the roadway clear of any intersections until the authorized emergency vehicle 
has passed, except when otherwise directed by a police officer.

This law extends to DelDOT vehicle operators (who are requested to provide 
support to fire and police at the incident scene).

Approaching Stationary Emergency Vehicles

Upon approaching a stationary authorized emergency vehicle, when the authorized 
emergency vehicle is giving a signal by displaying alternately flashing red, blue, 
blue and white, red and white, red and blue, or red, white and blue lights, or upon 
approaching a stationary authorized DelDOT vehicle, which is giving a signal by 
displaying alternately flashing amber or red and amber lights, or upon approaching 
a stationary tow truck which is giving a signal by displaying alternately flashing 
amber, white, or amber and white lights, or a stationary vehicle displaying warning 
signals, including vehicle hazard warning lights, road flares, traffic cones, caution 
signs, or any non-vehicular warning signs, a person who drives an approaching 
vehicle shall: proceed with caution and yield the right-of-way by making appropriate 
lane changes when possible; or proceed with caution and reduce to a safe speed if 
changing lanes would be impossible or unsafe.

Move over laws help reduce risk of serious injuries and death to all public servants 
who are working in harm’s way.

Multi-Lane Roadway
Move over a lane from the stopped
vehicle(s) until you are safely past.

Two-lane Roadway
Slow down below the posted speed
Limit until you have completely
Passed the stopped vehicle(s).
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TRAFFIC CONTROL LAWS
Traffic laws are needed to provide orderly movement of vehicles and pedestrians 
and to prevent crashes. All users of Delaware’s highways are subject to Delaware 
traffic laws. Whether you are driving a motor vehicle, riding a bicycle, propelling or 
guiding some other vehicle, riding an animal, or walking, you must obey these laws.

General Laws

You must know these general laws:

• 	 You must obey the instructions of a police officer even though 
they may be contrary to laws, signs, signals, and markings; such 
instructions are occasionally necessary to keep traffic moving safely.

• 	 You must not try to evade a traffic signal or road sign by leaving the 
road and traveling across private property.

Emergency Notification System (ENS)

•	 Every grade crossing has an emergency dispatch number for 
contacting the railroad to report problems with the crossing, tracks 
or train travel.

•	 The ENS number is typically located on a blue sign on the actual 
cross buck or it can be found in the vicinity of the crossing.

•	 The sign also contains a DOT number that identifies the grade 
crossing’s physical location so emergency crews or railroad 
personnel can respond.

This information is crucial for ALL DRIVERS to know.  Utilizing the ENS is the best 
and most efficient way to contact the railroads if there is a problem at the crossing 
or if something is blocking the tracks.  The DOT number tells the dispatcher exactly 
where the grade crossing is so they can notify all trains moving in that direction to 
either come to a stop or slow down before reaching the crossing.

Highway–Rail Intersection Signs And Signals

Railroad crossings have signs or signals to warn drivers. Never try to beat a train 
across the tracks.

Never start to cross if there is not room for your vehicle on the far side, or if you 
will have to stop on the tracks. Do not block the crossing. Wait until there is room 
for your vehicle on the far side. It is wise not to shift gears when crossing railroad 
tracks, just in case you might stall. It would also be wise to review “Stalling On 
Railroad Tracks” under Emergencies in Section Five. Remember that trains are 
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large and may be moving faster 
than they look. Some common 
railroad crossing warning signs 
and signals are shown in the 
illustration below:

• 	 A round yellow warning 
sign with an “X” symbol 
and black “RR” letters is 
placed along the road 
before you get to a 
railroad crossing. This is 
the Advance Warning 
Sign.

• Many highway–rail intersections have roadway surface or pavement 
markings in advance of the crossing. These markings usually include 
an “X” symbol with the letters “RR” and a stop bar.

• 	 A white, X-shaped sign or “crossbuck” with Railroad Crossing on it is 
located at the railroad crossing. This sign has the same meaning as a 
Yield sign. You must yield to crossing trains.

• 	 At some crossings, along with the crossbuck sign, you will see side-
by-side lights that will flash when a train is approaching. When the 
lights are flashing, you must stop. At some crossings there is also a 
crossing gate that will lower when a train is coming. Do not drive 
around the gate. Some crossings also have a bell that will sound. Do 
not cross until the bell has stopped.

• 	 Crossings with more than one train track often will post a sign that 
shows the number of tracks. These signs warn you that there is more 
than one track and there may be more than one train crossing. If 
you come to a railroad crossing without a number-of-tracks sign, it 
is important that you always check if there is more than one track 
before crossing.

Pavement Markings

Lines and symbols on the roadway divide lanes, tell you when you may pass other 
vehicles or change lanes, which lanes to use for turns, define pedestrian walkways, 
and where you must stop for signs or traffic signals:

• 	 Edge Lines – Solid white lines along the side of the road show you 
where the outside edge of the travel lane is located.

•	 White lane marking – Multiple lanes of travel in the same direction 
are separated by white lane markings. A broken white line between 
lanes of traffic means that you may cross it to change lanes if it is safe 
to do so. A solid white line between lanes 
of traffic means that you are discouraged 
from changing lanes. Double solid white 
lines prohibit lane-changing.

• 	 Crosswalks and stop lines – When 
required to stop because of a sign or 
signal, you must stop before your vehicle 
reaches the stop line or if there is one, 
a crosswalk. Crosswalks define the 
area where pedestrians may cross the 
roadway. You must yield to pedestrians 
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in a crosswalk. Not all crosswalks are marked. Be alert for pedestrians 
when crossing intersections.

• 	 Yellow lane markings – Lines separating traffic moving in opposite 
directions are yellow. A broken yellow line between opposing lanes 
of traffic means that you may cross it to pass if it is safe to do 
so. Where there is both a solid and a broken yellow line between 
opposing lanes of traffic, you may not pass if the solid yellow line is 
on your side. If the broken line is on your side, you may pass if it is 
safe to do so. Two solid yellow lines between lanes of traffic means 
neither side can pass. You may cross a solid yellow line to turn into a 
driveway, if it is safe to do so.

Reversible Lanes

Although not common in Delaware, you may find some travel lanes are designed 
to carry traffic in one direction at certain times and in the opposite direction at 
other times. These lanes are usually marked by double-broken yellow lines. Before 
you start driving in them, check to see which lanes you can use at that time. There 

may be signs posted by the side of the road or overhead. 
Special lights are often used. A green arrow means you can 
use the lane beneath it; a red “X” means you cannot. A steady 
yellow “X” means that the use of the lane is changing and you 
should move out of it as soon as it is safe to do so.

Reserved Lanes

On various roadways, one or more lanes may be reserved for 
special vehicles. Reserved lanes are marked by signs stating 
that the lane is reserved for special use:

•	 “Transit” or “bus” means the lane is for bus use only.

•	 “Bicycle” means the lane is reserved for bicycles.

•	 “HOV” stands for “High Occupancy Vehicles” and 
indicates lanes reserved for vehicles with more than 
one person in them. Signs say how many people must 
be in the vehicle, as well as the days and hours to 
which it applies. For example, “HOV 3” means there 
must be at least three people in the vehicle.

Roundabouts

A roundabout is a circular intersection that moves traffic counterclockwise around 
a central island. Often confused with traditional “traffic circles”, one way modern 
roundabouts differ is that they feature traffic calming qualities that encourage 
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drivers to reduce their speed through the intersection . The design of a roundabout 
also reduces the need for direct left turns, which are a major reason for intersection 
crashes, thereby increasing the overall safety aspect of the intersection. For more 
information visit www.dmv.de.gov/services/driver_services/roundabouts.shtml .

How to Use a Roundabout

•  Approach the roundabout as you would a typical four-way 
intersection . Be in the right approach lane if you intend to turn right, 
be in the left approach lane if you intend on making a left or U-turn, 
and any approach lane is okay if you are proceeding straight .

•  Upon approaching the roundabout, stay to the right of the splitter 
island and slow down to 10-15 mph .

•  Watch for bicyclists and allow for them to merge into the entry lane .

•  Watch for and yield to pedestrians in the crosswalk .

•  Yield to traffi c already in the roundabout.

•  Once you’re in the roundabout, do not stop except to avoid a collision; 
you have the right-of-way over entering traffi c. Always keep to the 
right of the central island and travel in a counterclockwise direction . 
Maintain a slow speed and do not pass other vehicles .

•  Look for your street and exit the roundabout.

•  As you exit the roundabout, watch for and yield to pedestrians and 
bicyclists .

How to use a Diverging Diamond Intersection (DDI)

The DDI is based on a standard diamond interchange with a shift in the traffi c 
within the interchange to safely and effi ciently accommodate high volume left 
turn movements. Within the interchange, traffi c briefl y drives on the left side of the 
road to allow left turn movements to occur without crossing oncoming traffi c or 
stopping. A DDI has fewer confl ict points, reducing the opportunities for crashes, 
and there is greater capacity for vehicles at the interchange . 
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Shared Center Lane

These center lanes are reserved for making left turns (or 
U-turns when they are permitted) but can be used by vehicles 
traveling in both directions. On the pavement, left-turn arrows 
for traffic in one direction alternate with left-turn arrows for 
traffic coming from the opposite direction. These lanes are 
marked on each side by a solid yellow and broken yellow lines. 
In some areas, the shared center lane becomes a “reversible 
lane” during rush hours. Be sure you can enter the lane before 
you do so, and then only if it is safe to do so.

General Rules

When there are no signs or markings to control the use of lanes, there are rules 
that indicate which lane is to be used. These rules cover general driving, passing, 
and turning.

General driving – Never back a vehicle in any travel lane except to parallel park, 
or if necessary to exit a driveway. It is unsafe to do so. Drivers do not expect a 
vehicle to be backing towards them and may not realize it until it is too late. If you 
miss your turn or exit, do not back up; go on to where you can safely turn around.

Do not stop in travel lanes for any reason (confusion, breakdown, letting out a 
passenger, etc.). Keep moving until you can safely pull off the road.

On a road with two or more lanes traveling in the same direction, stay in the right 
lane except to pass. On a road with three or more lanes traveling in the same 
direction, if there is a lot of entering or exiting traffic, use the center travel lane.

Passing – On multi-lane roads, the left-most lane is intended to be used for passing 
slower vehicles. If you pass on the right, the other driver may have difficulty seeing 
you and might suddenly change lanes in front of you. It is legal in Delaware to pass 
left-turning vehicles on the right, however this is a very crash-prone situation and 
must be accomplished with great caution. You may use the shoulder to pass left-
turning vehicles on the right in Delaware; however, other drivers will not expect 
you to be there so extreme care is required.

Turning – Where there are no signs or lane markings to control turning, you should 
turn from the lane that is closest to the direction you want to go and turn into the 
lane closest to the one you came from. This way, you will cross the fewest lanes of 
traffic. When making turns, go from one lane to the other as directly as possible 
without crossing lane lines or interfering with traffic. Once you have completed 
your turn, you can change to another lane if you need to.

• 	 Right turns – On right turns, avoid swinging wide to the left before 
making the turn. If you swing wide, the driver behind you may think 
you are changing 
lanes or going to 
turn left and may 
try to pass you on 
the right. If you 
swing wide as you 
complete the turn, 
drivers who are in 
the far lane will not 
expect to see you 
there.
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• 	 Left turns – When making a left turn, avoid cutting the corner so 
sharply that you run into someone approaching from the left. However, 
be sure to leave room for oncoming vehicles to turn left in front of you.

• 	 Multiple lanes turning – If there are signs or lane markings that allow 
for two or more turning lanes, stay in your lane during the turn.

• 	 Median Crossings – Pay attention to signs; if crossing is marked for 
emergency vehicles only, it is illegal for you to cross there. When 
crossing is legal and not marked otherwise, the rule “keep to the right” 
applies in median crossings. Drivers should treat the median the same 
as a roadway and stay to the right of the opening at all times.

Right-Of-Way

Where vehicles or pedestrians are likely to meet one another and there are no signs 
or signals to regulate traffic, there are rules on who must yield the right-of-way. 
These rules tell who goes first and who must wait in different traffic situations. You 
must do everything you can to prevent striking a pedestrian or another vehicle, 
regardless of the circumstances.

The following right-of-way rules apply at intersections:

• 	 Drivers must yield where necessary to avoid striking pedestrians 
who are crossing the road.

• 	 Drivers crossing a sidewalk entering or exiting a driveway, alley, 
or parking lot must yield to pedestrians. It is illegal to drive on a 
sidewalk except to cross it.

• 	 Pedestrians using a guide dog or carrying a white cane have absolute 
right-of-way. Do not use your horn as it could confuse or frighten the 
blind pedestrian.

• 	 Drivers turning left must yield to oncoming vehicles going straight ahead.

• 	 Drivers entering a traffic circle or rotary must yield to drivers already 
in the circle.

• 	 At an intersection where there is no stop sign, yield sign, or traffic 
signal, drivers should yield to vehicles coming from the right. However, 
it would be safest to consider yielding to all vehicles before entering.

• 	 At a 4-way stop, the driver reaching the intersection first, goes first 
(after coming to a complete stop). If more than one vehicle arrives 
at the same time, the vehicle on the right goes first.

• 	 Drivers entering a road from a driveway, alley, or roadside must yield 
to vehicles already on the main road. This includes entering from turn 
only lanes, where vehicles must yield, to include stopping if necessary.
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• 	 Drivers may not enter an intersection unless they can get through it 
without having to stop. You should wait until traffic ahead clears so 
that you are not blocking the intersection.

• 	 Drivers overtaking a vehicle traveling in the same traffic direction must 
yield to that vehicle (even if the vehicle slows down or comes to a stop).

• 	 You must yield the right-of-way to a police vehicle, fire engine, 
ambulance, or other emergency vehicle using a siren, air horn, or a 
red or blue flashing light. Pull over to the right edge of the road or 
as near to the right as possible when you see or hear an emergency 
vehicle approaching from any direction. Follow any instructions 
given over the emergency vehicle’s loudspeaker. If you are in an 
intersection, drive through the intersection before you pull over.

Stopping For School Buses

You must always stop before reaching any school bus from either direction when it 
is stopped to load or unload school children except when you are on the opposite 
side of a highway having four or more lanes, even then proceed slowly.

Yellow Lights

School buses have two overhead alternately flashing yellow lights both front 
and rear. They will be activated approximately 10 seconds prior to the overhead 
flashing red lights to warn drivers of approaching vehicles that a stop to load or 
unload school children is about to be made. Approach a bus flashing these yellow 
lights with caution and anticipate a stop. Children may be waiting for the bus or 
may be running to board it.

Red Lights

The overhead alternately flashing red lights and stop arm will be activated when 
the bus is stopped to pick up and discharge pupils. You must not proceed until 
the red lights have stopped flashing, and the stop arm has been retracted, then 
proceed cautiously.

Less Than 
4 Roadway 
Lanes  
 
BOTH 
Directions 
Must STOP

4 or More 
Roadway 
Lanes 
 
Only Traffic 
Following 
Must STOP
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Identification of Violators

If any vehicle is witnessed by a police officer, school bus operator, or school 
crossing guard to be in violation of the school bus stop law and the operator is not 
otherwise apparent, it shall be assumed that the person in whose name the vehicle 
is registered committed such violation.

Penalties and Suspension of License for Passing a Stopped School Bus with Red 
Lights Flashing

Whoever is convicted of passing a stopped school bus with overhead and stop 
arm red lights flashing shall, for the first offense, be fined not less than $115.00 nor 
more than $230.00, or imprisoned not less than 30 days nor more than 60 days, or 
both. For each subsequent like offense occurring within three years, such person 
shall be fined not less than $115.00 nor more than $575.00, and imprisoned not less 
than 60 days nor more than six months.

Upon conviction for passing a stopped school bus with overhead and stop arm red 
lights flashing, the Division of Motor Vehicles shall suspend the driver license and/
or driving privilege for a period of one month for a first offense, six months for a 
second offense, or one year for a third or further subsequent violation occurring 
within three years of a prior violation. A conditional license may be issued following 
a suspension for a second offense after serving a minimum period of suspension 
without driving authority of three months. A conditional license may be issued 
following a suspension for a third or further subsequent offense after serving a 
minimum period of suspension without driving authority of six months. No driving 
authority is permitted during the one month suspension for a first offense.

House Bill Number 202 authorizes the Red Clay Consolidated School District to 
install stop arm cameras on their school buses as part of the School Bus Safety 
Pilot Program. The owner or operator of a vehicle who has failed to comply with 
§ 4166(d)(1) of Title 21, as evidenced by information obtained from a school bus 
safety camera system, shall be subject to a civil or administrative assessment of 
$100 for a first offense, which shall increase to $500 for each subsequent offense 
within 10 years of the prior offense or offenses; provided, however, that the School 
District may provide for an additional assessment not to exceed $10 if the civil or 
administrative assessment is not paid within 20 days, which assessment may be 
increased to an amount not to exceed $20 if the assessment is not paid within 45 
days, and may be increased to an amount not to exceed $30 if the assessment is 
not paid within 90 days. Court costs or similar administrative fees not to exceed 
$35 may also be assessed against an owner or operator who requests a hearing to 
contest the violation and is ultimately found or pleads responsible for the violation 
or who fails to pay or contest the violation in a timely manner. No assessments 
and court costs other than those specified in this subsection may be imposed. A 
violation for which a civil assessment is imposed under this subsection shall not 
be classified as a criminal offense and shall not be made a part of the operating 
record of the person upon whom such liability is imposed, nor shall it be used for 
insurance purposes in the provision of motor vehicle insurance.
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PARKING
General Parking Rules

Parking and leaving your vehicle – When parking and leaving your vehicle on a 
highway or street, you must stop the engine, lock the ignition, remove the key, and 
set the brakes. It is also advisable to raise the windows and lock the doors.

Parallel Parking – When parking on a two-way highway you must park 
parallel to and within 12 inches of the curb or edge of the highway.

When you take the test for your driver license, you will have to 
show the examiner that you can park a car in a parallel parking 
space. The steps for parallel parking are:

Check for traffic in your rearview mirror. If a car behind you is 
following too closely, do not stop suddenly. Continue driving and 
find another space. Stopping suddenly with a car behind you may 
result in a rear-end collision. Put on your turn signal to warn other 
drivers that you intend to park.

1. �Signal and stop with the back end of your vehicle even with the 
back of the vehicle in front of the place you want to park.

2. �Back slowly, turning your steering wheel to the right to aim the 
back of your car towards the front of the one behind you.

3. �As the front of your car clears the back of the car in front of you, 
turn your wheels sharply to the left and continue backing slowly 
until the back of your car almost touches the car behind you.

4. �Straighten your wheels and pull forward to center the car in the 
parking space. Your car should be no more than 12 inches from 
the curb. Put the transmission in park and set the brake. Turn 
off the engine. (It is against the law to leave keys in a running, 
unattended vehicle.)

To park by the left-hand curb on a one-way street, follow the same directions but 
reverse right and left in the instructions.

If your car has a manual transmission, leave it in low gear when parked and headed 
uphill. Leave it in reverse when parked and headed downhill. This will help prevent 
a crash if your emergency or parking brake should fail.

To leave a parallel parking space, signal your move. Watch for traffic and turn your 
steering wheel towards the open lane, easing your way out into traffic.

Handicapped Parking – It is illegal to park in any parking space designated for 
“Handicapped Parking” unless your vehicle has a handicapped license plate 
displayed on the rear of the vehicle or a handicapped parking ID card displayed 
hanging from the rearview mirror.

Parking Lights – When you park a vehicle on the shoulder or side of any highway 
from sunset to sunrise or when light is insufficient to see persons or objects 
1000 feet away, you must turn on your parking lights (or 4-way flashers when 
vehicle is so equipped). Turn signal lights shall not be flashed on one side only 
of a parked vehicle.
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Turn wheels
to curb

Turn wheels
from curb

Turn wheels
to right

Parking on Highways – You must never park on the paved or traveled part of any 
highway outside of a business or residence unless vehicle is disabled and cannot 
be moved. Pull off to the right as far as possible.

Parking on Hill – When headed downhill you must turn your front wheels toward 
curb or edge of road. When headed uphill, and there is a curb, you must turn your 
front wheels away from curb and bring near-side front wheel into contact with 
curb. When headed uphill and there is no curb, you must turn your front wheels 
toward edge of highway. It is also wise to leave your vehicle in gear.

Opening Door of Parked Vehicle – You must never open the door of a vehicle so 
as to impede the flow of traffic or endanger any person or vehicle. Instead, use the 
door on the curb side. Turn and check for any oncoming vehicle if you must use 
the door on the street side. Be especially aware of oncoming bicyclists; they may 
be severely injured by a collision with a car door.

Stopping And Parking Violations

Unless otherwise posted, ordered to do so by a police officer, or to avoid a crash, 
you must not stop or park your vehicle in any of the following places even if 
someone is left in the car:

• 	 At any place where official signs prohibit such action.

•	 Whenever a curb is painted yellow or a yellow line is placed at the 
edge of a roadway.

• 	 In an intersection, on a crosswalk, or within 20 feet of a crosswalk at 
an intersection.

• 	 On a sidewalk.

• 	 In front of a public or private road, driveway, or alley.

• 	 Within 15 feet of a fire hydrant.

•	 Within 20 feet of driveway entrance to any fire station or on the 
opposite side of the street within 75 feet of an entrance when signs 
are posted.
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• 	 Within 30 feet of any flashing beacon, stop sign, or traffic signal.

• 	 Between a safety zone or island and the adjacent curb, or within 30 
feet of end of safety zone or island unless otherwise posted.

• 	 Within 50 feet of a railroad crossing unless otherwise posted.

• 	 Alongside or opposite any road excavation or obstruction when 
traffic will be impeded.

•	 On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the curb.

• 	 On any bridge or elevated structure on a highway or in a tunnel.

• 	 At any other place where stopping, standing, or parking will obstruct 
the free flow of traffic.

• 	 In the area between roadways of a divided highway, including crossovers.

• 	 In any designated fire lane.

SPEED
Delaware traffic laws provide both a general speed restriction and specific speed 
limits. You must obey both.

General Speed Restriction

You must not drive on a Delaware highway at a speed greater than is reasonable 
under existing conditions. This means that it is not always lawful to drive as fast as 
the posted speed limit. Remember that you must always control the speed of your 
vehicle to avoid hitting any person, vehicle, or other conveyance no matter what 
the weather conditions, traffic density or your urgency may be.

Speed Limits

You must not drive any vehicle faster than the speeds listed in this table (refer to 
Section Two, License Revocations & Suspensions for penalties under the Delaware 
Point System):

Under emergency conditions, the speed limits below may be changed.
The driver must never exceed the posted limit.

 

Place	 Speed Limit

School zones* 	 20 miles per hour

Business districts	 25 miles per hour

Residential districts	 25 miles per hour

Two-lane roads	 50 miles per hour 

Divided roads & roads having four or more lanes	 55 miles per hour

Controlled access highways (turnpikes & expressways) 	 55 miles per hour 

Route 1 and interstate 495	 65 miles per hour 

*Note: When children are present is defined in Title 21 of Delaware Code.
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Whenever any of the above speed limits are unsafe for conditions, they may be 
reduced to lower speed limits. Signs may be placed along the highway showing 
the speed limit in such conditions.

Minimum Speed

You must not drive a motor vehicle at such a slow speed as to impede normal and 
reasonable movement of traffic, except when necessary for safety or compliance 
with the law.

You must obey posted minimum speed limits, except when weather or other 
conditions make it unsafe to do so.

Speed Signs

There are two speed signs: speed limit signs and advisory (recommended) speed 
signs. Speed limit signs have black letters and numerals on a white rectangular 
background and are the legal allowable limits. Advisory speed signs have black 
letters on a yellow background and often are shown under a warning sign. Advisory 
speed signs are posted along portions of highways to warn you that conditions may 
often make it unsafe to drive faster. Although an advisory speed is not a specific 
speed limit, if you exceed it and have a crash, it may be concluded that you violated 
the general speed restriction and you could be subject to arrest.

OTHER HIGHWAY USERS
You, as the driver of a motor vehicle, must share the highway with pedestrians, 
bicyclists, motorcyclists, animal riders and drivers, and those driving farm vehicles, 
road machinery, and construction equipment. All highway users must obey traffic 
laws. This includes drivers, pedestrians, and bicyclists.

Pedestrians

From 2021-2023, there were 89 pedestrian fatalities. Fatalities are often the result 
of pedestrians who are not wearing reflective clothing or carrying a light while 
walking at night, not crossing the road within a designated crosswalk and/or are 
under the influence of alcohol. 

Please Note: It is imperative to be aware of your surroundings as a driver and stop 
if a pedestrian is actively crossing in a marked or unmarked crosswalk.  You may 
proceed with caution if a pedestrian is standing/stopped safely on the sidewalk 
as required by law.

Your Responsibility As A Driver

• 	 Be alert for pedestrians walking along or crossing the road; lightly tap 
horn if necessary. Sounding the horn is not considered a substitute 
for yielding to pedestrians.

• 	 Drivers should be alert for individuals and must yield the right-of-way 
to pedestrians who are hearing impaired or have physical disabilities 
that require use of canes, crutches, walkers, guide dogs/service 
animals, wheelchairs, or motorized scooters. These individuals may 
have difficulty detecting oncoming traffic and may need extra time 
to cross the road.

• 	 You must not drive through a pedestrian safety zone or block a 
crosswalk.
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• 	 You must yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian within a crosswalk, 
stopping if necessary.

• 	 You must not pass a vehicle stopped to allow a pedestrian to cross 
the highway.

• 	 You should be especially watchful for children near schools and in 
residential districts. Do not speed in school zones.

• 	 You must always stop before reaching a school bus when it is 
stopped to load or unload school children, except when you are on 
the opposite side of a divided highway having four or more lanes.

• 	 You should look carefully for traffic before leaving your vehicle. 
Don’t become a pedestrian casualty.

• 	 Drive defensively at all times.

Your Responsibility As A Pedestrian

•	 When a sidewalk is provided, you must walk on the sideway.

• 	 When there is no sidewalk, walk on the shoulder facing oncoming 
traffic as far away from the road as possible.

• 	 It is illegal to walk along any roadway at night without carrying a 
light or reflector. You should wear light-colored clothing if possible.

• 	 You must not walk on a highway when under the influence of 
intoxicating liquor or narcotic drugs.

• 	 You must not stand on the highway to ask for a ride or to conduct 
any kind of business.

• 	 You should cross the roadway and its shoulders only at marked 
crosswalks. Where crosswalks are not present, you must cross at 
intersections. Where intersections are not present and you need to 
cross the road, do so quickly and only after you have looked in both 
directions for oncoming traffic.

 • 	You must obey pedestrian “Walk” and “Don’t Walk” signals when they are 
used. A blinking “Don’t Walk” signal means do not enter the intersection.

• 	 Be alert for turning cars before crossing a highway at an intersection.

• 	 You must not cross an intersection diagonally except when 
authorized by traffic-control signals.

Who Must Yield To Pedestrians

Pedestrians have the right-of-way:

• 	 When crossing a highway at an intersection and the green light or 
walk signal is in their favor.

• 	 When crossing within a marked or unmarked crosswalk.

• 	 When on a sidewalk as it crosses an alley, entrance, or driveway.

• 	 When they are blind and crossing with white canes or guide dogs.

Pedestrians must yield the right-of-way:

• 	 When crossing a highway other than within a marked crosswalk or 
an unmarked crosswalk at an intersection.

• 	 When crossing the roadway where a pedestrian tunnel or overhead 
crossing is provided.



94 

Bicycles

As cyclists sometimes like to remind drivers, 
there were bicycles on Delaware’s public roads 
before motor vehicles were ever invented and 
even though the amount of motor vehicle traffic 
on the roads has since exploded cyclists retain 
their legal right to use public roadways despite 
the growth of vehicle traffic.  In fact, cyclists have 
the right to use all Delaware roads except limited 
access highways.  

Bicycle Friendly Delaware Act

1.	 This law requires drivers to change lanes (including when there is a 
double yellow line) when passing bicycles if the travel lanes are too 
narrow for sharing.  Motorists must give bicyclists at least three (3) 
feet of room when passing.

2.	Motorists are forbidden from honking their horn at bicyclists unless 
there is an imminent danger.

3.	Bicyclists should ride to the right of the roadway as their safety allows.

4.	Bicyclists are now allowed to yield at stop signs, after carefully 
looking for other vehicles and no longer required to stop. 

Bike Box

A bike box is a designated area at the head of a traffic lane at intersections 
that provides bicyclists with a safe way to turn and a visible way to get 
ahead of traffic. The benefits to a bike box is that it increases the visibility 
of bicyclists, helps prevent ‘right-hook’ conflicts with turning vehicles, 
provides priority of bicyclists at signalized crossing at major intersections 
and bicyclists can avoid breathing exhaust fumes. Pedestrians also benefit 
from a bike box as it reduces vehicle encroachment into the crosswalk.
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Two-Way Cycle Tracks

A two-way cycle tracks are physically separated cycle tracks that allow 
bicycle movement in both directions on one side of the road. A two-
way cycle track may be configured as a protected cycle track at street 
level with a parking lane or other barrier between the cycle track and the 
motor vehicle travel lane. The benefits to a cycle track are they dedicate 
and protects space for bicyclists by improving comfort and safety while 
eliminating risk and fear of collisions with vehicles. Cycle tracks are more 
attractive to a wide range of bicyclists at all levels and ages.

Your Responsibility As A Driver

When you are driving at slower speeds on local streets, you can safely and legally 
interact with bicycles much as you would with other vehicles. When you are driving 
at higher speeds, however, the air pressure created by your vehicle passing too 
closely (particularly if you are driving a truck or a bus) can cause a cyclist to crash. 

In order to pass a bicycle safely, the law in Delaware requires that you completely 
change lanes, including crossing a double-yellow center line, if the travel lane you 
are traveling in is too narrow for the vehicle you are driving and the bicycle you 
want to pass to travel safely side by side within the lane. In the unusual case of 
very wide travel lanes (wide enough for both your vehicle and a bicycle), the law 
permits you to pass a bicycle without changing lanes but requires that you (a) 
slow down when doing so and (b) leave a minimum of three feet of clearance at all 
times between your vehicle and the bicycle.

If the road you are driving on has only two lanes and you are unable to pass safely 
because of lack of visibility and/or oncoming traffic, follow at a safe distance 
and wait until it is safe before passing. Allow plenty of clearance after overtaking 
a cyclist, before you pull to the right. The cyclist’s speed may be greater than 
you realize.  It is illegal to blow your horn at a cyclist except in the very narrow 
circumstance when you are warning the cyclist of an imminent collision. 

Many car/cycle crashes occur because the motorist does not see the cyclist. Be 
especially careful to look for cyclists when you are preparing to enter a roadway or 
to make a turn. Intersections are particularly dangerous for both cars and cycles. 
Make sure that there is sufficient time before turning left or right. Don’t pass a 
cyclist only to turn directly in front of them. When in doubt, wait. At night, be 
aware that bicycles can be harder to see.
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Your Responsibility As The Parent of A Youthful Cyclist

Under the law, the parent (or guardian) can be held responsible if a child, while 
bicycling, violates any traffic law. As a parent, you have the responsibility to be 
sure that the child is ready and able to use a bicycle safely, and that they know 
and obeys the traffic laws. You are also responsible if your child (under the age of 
18) is not wearing a helmet.

Your Responsibility As An Adult Cyclist

There are four critical rules that the adult cyclist should follow in order to interact 
safely with motor vehicles: 

1.	 Control Your Bicycle: Before you venture into traffic, make sure that 
you have mastered the control of your bicycle; riding in a straight 
line, turning, and stopping smoothly. 

2.	Be Aware of Motor Vehicle Traffic (especially at intersections): Most 
serious and fatal bicycle crashes occur at intersections. Be prepared 
to yield to motor vehicle traffic at intersections (even when you 
think you have the right-of-way).

3.	Be Seen: Increasing your visibility will help to protect you on the 
road. At night, always have the required white headlight and red 
rear-reflector on your bicycle. A red taillight and additional reflectors 
are also helpful.

4.	Be Predictable: Riding your bicycle in a predictable manner is 
essential to your safety on the road. This means riding with motor 
vehicle traffic, not against it; signaling your intentions clearly and 
in plenty of time; and choosing a path of travel which won’t cause 
you to swerve into traffic to avoid hazards. Use hand signals to 
communicate your intentions to other vehicles. (See Section Five – 
Communicating) 

The following additional Rules of the Road apply to cyclists in Delaware: 

•	 If you are cycling in an atypical and unusually wide travel lane (wide 
enough for a bicycle and a vehicle to travel safely side-by-side), you 
should cycle in the right side of the lane so that motor vehicles can 
pass on your left without having to change lanes (as long as you feel 
it is safe for you to do so).

•	 You must not ride at night unless you have a white headlight visible 
for 500 feet, a red rear reflector visible for 600 feet, and either 
reflective material visible from both sides for 600 feet or a lighted 
lamp visible from both sides for 500 feet. A taillight is recommended. 

•	 When riding a bicycle, you must be on or astride a permanent seat. 

•	 You may not carry a passenger unless your bicycle is designed for 
carrying a passenger. 

•	 You must not cling to any vehicle upon the highway.  

•	 You must not ride on a highway facing traffic. 

•	 When riding a bicycle, you must keep at least one hand on the handle 
bars at all times. 

•	 You must yield to pedestrians on a sidewalk and in a crosswalk and 
give an audible signal before overtaking. 

•	 You must not wear a headset covering both ears. 
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•	 All persons under the age of 18 must wear a properly fitted and 
fastened bicycle helmet. 

Stop Signs

You must stop at all stop signs located at intersections with major (3 travel lanes or 
more) roads; or if a motor vehicle is stopped at the stop sign you are approaching; 
or if required for safety because of heavy traffic. At stop signs controlling the 
intersection with minor roads and if there is no stopped vehicle at the sign you are 
approaching, however, you may treat the stop sign as a yield sign: After slowing-
and yielding the right-of-way to any vehicle at or approaching the intersection 
– you may cautiously make a turn or proceed through the intersection without 
stopping.

Shared Lane Marking

The shared lane marking may be used on some roadways to assist 
bicyclists in lateral positioning, to encourage safe passing of cyclists 
by motorists, to reduce the incidence of wrong way bicycling, and as a 
reminder that the lane may be legally used by both cyclists and motor 
vehicles.

Sharing The Road With Motorcycles

The increasing popularity of motorcycle riding is evident by the variety of riders and 
two-wheeled motor vehicles appearing on our streets and highways. Motorcycle 
crash statistics show that a substantial percentage of the crashes involve riders 
with limited experience.

Nationally, almost half of all motorcycle crashes involve other motor vehicles. In 
collisions with motorcycles, drivers often say they never saw the motorcycle. In 
Delaware, there were 15 motorcycle fatalities during 2023 and 22 fatalities in 2022. 
There were 955 injury crashes involving motorcycles during the five-year period 
between 2015-2020. Always remain alert and check your blind spot frequently to 
make sure that a motorcycle is not present. You need to be especially alert for 
motorcycles when turning at intersections and when pulling out from a side road 
or driveway.

Motorcyclists have the same rights and responsibilities on public roadways as 
other highway users. While legally everyone must abide by the same traffic laws, 
there are special situations and conditions you need to be aware of so you can 
share the road safely with those who choose to use two wheels instead of four.

Why is it so important that you be aware of motorcycles and their operation? 
Primarily because motorcycles are not easily identified in traffic. Motorcycles 
are only about two feet wide compared with the five- to six-foot width of an 
automobile. Even when seen, it’s difficult for some drivers to judge how far away 
motorcyclists are.

Finally, even when seen and the distance is correctly judged, some drivers can’t 
tell how fast motorcycles are going. Being alert to this special perceptual problem 
and how motorcyclists react to specific situations can help you to avoid colliding 
with motorcyclists in traffic. Below are a few of the specific situations that call for 
special attention by motorcyclists and you.
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Left turns in front of an oncoming motorcyclist account for a large percentage of 
car/cycle injury-producing crashes. The problem of not seeing the motorcyclist is 
twofold: car drivers may fail to pick the cyclist out of the traffic scene, or drivers 
may fail to judge the speed of the oncoming motorcycle. The correct behavior 
is to look and look again. Make sure you see the motorcycle and know its speed 
before you make a left turn.

Turn signals are not automatically self-canceling on most motorcycles. At times, 
the rider may forget to turn the signal off. Before you make a turn in front of a 
motorcyclist, be sure the rider is turning and not continuing straight ahead into 
your path with a forgotten turn signal still blinking.

Following distance behind the motorcyclist should be at a two second count when 
traveling at speeds under 40 mph and a four second count for speeds above 
40 mph. Following too closely may make the rider nervous causing the rider’s 
attention to be distracted from the road and traffic ahead. Motorcycles can stop 
quicker, so you need to follow at a safe distance. If the roadway is slippery or wet, 
increase your following distance.

Lane usage for the motorcyclist is critical. Motorcycles are entitled to the same 
full lane width as all other vehicles. A skilled motorcycle operator is constantly 
changing positions within that lane to maximize his ability to see and be seen, 
and to compensate for objects in or near the road. Never move into the same lane 
alongside a motorcycle even if the lane is wide and the cyclist is riding far to one 
side. It is not only illegal, it is extremely hazardous.

Inclement weather and slippery surfaces can be real problems for motorcycles. 
Allow even more following distance for motorcyclists when it’s raining or the road 
surface is wet and slippery. Skilled motorcycle riders will slow down under these 
conditions. Remember, motorcycles only have two wheels compared to your four. 
Also, be alert to the problem of glare that rain and wet surfaces create, especially 
at night. It is easy to lose sight of a motorcycle and its rider under the best of 
circumstances. Rain, wind, dust, and smog affect the cyclist’s vision more easily 
than yours in an enclosed vehicle. The cyclist’s face shield, windshield, or goggles 
help, but cannot completely overcome all the vision limitations under these 
conditions.

Cross winds can be hazardous to motorcyclists. Windy conditions can actually 
move a motorcycle out of its lane of travel. Areas to look out for are wide open, 
long stretches of highways and bridges. Fast-moving large trucks have been 
known to create wind blasts which can startle a motorcyclist, and under certain 
conditions actually move the motorcyclist out of his path of travel. Be alert to 
these conditions so you can prepare yourself for the possible quick change in 
speed or direction of the motorcycle.

Road surfaces and things in the road that do not normally affect other vehicles can 
create problems for the cyclist. Gravel, debris, pavement seams, small animals, and 
even manhole covers may cause the motorcyclist to change speed or direction.

Railroad grade crossings may be rough or cross the road at an angle. The rider 
may slow down or change direction so the tracks can be crossed head on. The 
cyclist may rise up off the seat to help cushion the shock of a rough crossing.

Metal or grated bridges create a wobbling sensation in the front tire of the 
motorcycle greater than the feeling you experience in your car. This wobbling 
sensation may cause the inexperienced motorcyclist to quickly change direction 
or slow down.
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Motorcycle Operation And License Endorsements

If you are less than 18 years old, you must take and pass the Delaware Motorcycle 
Rider Education Program.

Details on how to add a motorcycle endorsement to a driver license, required 
equipment, and safe operation are given in separate manuals available at each of 
the offices of the Division of Motor Vehicles (see outside back cover for addresses). 
Also see the endorsement information in Section Two of this manual.

You must always have in your possession approved eye protection and an approved 
helmet for yourself and your passenger when operating a motorcycle. You must 
wear this equipment if you are operating with a learner’s permit (including taking 
the road test), and if you are under 19 years of age.

Any person who obtains a new endorsement for a motorcycle, or someone riding with 
the newly endorsed person, is required by law to wear a helmet and eye protection 
for the first 2 years after the newly endorsed person receives the endorsement. A 
person operating or riding as a passenger on a motorcycle on the roadways of this 
State who fails to comply with this law is subject to civil penalties or assessments.

Mopeds And Tripeds

Following is some of the information you will need to know to make your operation 
of a moped and triped legal, safe, and enjoyable:

• 	 Mopeds and tripeds shall not be operated upon interstate and limited 
access highways, nor shall they be operated on the right-of-way of an 
operating railroad, nor shall they be operated on any path set aside 
for the use of bicycles unless the helper motor has been turned off.

• 	 You cannot legally operate a moped and triped upon any public 
road unless you have a valid driver license.

• 	 Mopeds and tripeds must be registered under the regulations 
adopted by the Division of Motor Vehicles. Registration and re-
registration shall be for three years and cost $5.00.

• 	 Mopeds and tripeds must have a light on front and rear and have a bell or 
device capable of giving a signal audible for a distance of at least 100 feet.

• 	 It is important that you watch for traffic as far ahead as possible, be 
prepared for sudden stops, for traffic approaching left or right at 
intersections, and for vehicles pulling out from the curb.

• 	 It is recommended that every person operating or riding a moped or 
a triped wear a safety helmet and bright, reflective clothing.

Off Highway Vehicles

Registration of off highway vehicles (OHV) is required statewide. Registration 
application can be processed at any Motor Vehicle office (see back cover for addresses). 
The applicant must have a description of the OHV (make, year, serial number), and be 
at least 18 years of age. The fee for registration is $6.00 for three years.

OHVs may not be operated upon public streets or highways, and you must have 
the permission of the property owner before you may operate on private property.
The operator and all passengers must wear a safety helmet with chin straps. 

All OHVs must have brakes or a similar device capable of controlling the vehicle. 
All OHVs must have a muffler that reduces the noise level by 60%.
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Animal Riders And Animal Drivers

As the rider of any animal or the driver of any animal-drawn vehicle 
on the highway, you have all the rights and all the duties of the 
driver of a motor vehicle except where, by their very nature, the 
laws can have no application.

Farm Tractors And Equipment, Road Machinery,  
And Construction Equipment

For the purposes of this section, you, as the driver of any such tractor or other self-
propelled equipment, whether or not hauling another vehicle or piece of machinery 
or equipment, have all the rights and all the duties of any other motor vehicle on 
the highway. The special laws and regulations further governing their registration, 
size, weight, and operation on the highways are given in a supplement available 
at each of the offices of the Division (see outside of back cover for addresses).

Who Must Not Use The Highway

You must not drive a minibike, a go-cart, golf cart, dirtbike, motorized scooter, 
snowmobile, or other all-terrain vehicles which are not permitted to be registered 
by the Division upon the highway. (See definition of minibike to differentiate from 
motorcycle.)

Slow-Moving Vehicles

A “Slow-Moving Vehicle” emblem—a triangular, fluorescent and 
reflective orange sign—is sometimes attached to farm tractors 
and other slow-moving vehicles to warn approaching drivers. 
When you see this sign, slow down immediately and proceed 
with caution.

Sharing The Road With A Truck

Whether you’re sharing the road with a car, truck, bus, or other large vehicle, it’s 
important for safety’s sake to obey traffic laws, abide by the rules of the road, and 
drive defensively. Are there any special rules for sharing the road with a truck? 
Yes! Here are some suggestions from professional truck drivers.

Passing

When passing a truck, first check to your front and rear and then move into the 
passing lane only if it is clear and you are in a legal passing zone. If needed, let the 
truck driver know you are passing by blinking your headlights, especially at night.
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On a level highway, it takes only three to five seconds longer to pass a truck than 
a car. On an upgrade, a truck often loses speed, so it is easier to pass than a car. 
On a downgrade, the truck’s momentum will cause it to go faster, so you may need 
to increase your speed.

Complete your pass as quickly as possible, and don’t stay alongside the other 
vehicle.

If the driver blinks his lights after you pass, it’s a signal that it is clear to pull back 
in. Be sure to move back only when you can see the front of the truck in your rear-
view mirror. After you pass a truck, maintain your speed.

When a truck passes you, you can help the truck driver by keeping to the far side 
of your lane. You’ll make it easier for the truck driver if you reduce speed slightly. 
In any event, don’t speed up while the truck is passing. After passing, the truck 
driver will signal to let you know that the truck will be returning to your lane.

When you meet a truck coming from the opposite direction, keep as far as possible 
to the side to avoid a sideswipe crash and to reduce the wind turbulence between 
the two vehicles. Remember that the turbulence pushes the vehicles apart. It does 
not suck them together.

Near A Truck – No-Zone

In general, trucks take slightly longer than cars to stop because of their size.

If you’re near a truck, try to stay out of its “blind spots” also called the “No-Zone” 
as depicted here:

THE KEY TO SAFER HIGHWAYS: KNOW THE NO-ZONE

The No-Zone represents danger areas around trucks where crashes are more likely 
to occur.

• 	 Passing - When cars cut in too soon after passing, then abruptly 
slow down, truck drivers are forced to compensate with little time or 
room to spare. Because it takes longer to pass a large vehicle, you 
should maintain a consistent speed when passing, and be sure you 
can see the cab of the truck in your rear-view mirror before pulling 
in front.

• 	 Backing Up - When a truck is backing up, it sometimes must 
temporarily block the street to maneuver its trailer accurately. 
Never pass close behind a truck that is in the process of backing up. 
Remember, most trailers are 8.5 feet wide and can completely hide 
objects that suddenly come between them and a loading area. So if 
you try to pass behind the truck, you enter a (No-Zone) blindspot for 
you and the truck driver.

• 	 Rear Blindspots - Unlike cars, trucks have deep blindspots directly 
behind them. Avoid tailgating in this No-Zone. The truck driver 
can’t see your car in this position, and your own view of traffic 
flow is severely reduced. Following too closely greatly increases 
your chance of a rear-end collision with a truck. Allow at least four 
seconds between your vehicle and the truck, and remember that you 
too cannot see, and plan ahead if you follow too closely.
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• 	 Side Blindspots - Trucks have much larger blindspots on both sides 
of their vehicles than passenger vehicles. When you drive in these 
blindspots (No-Zone) for any length of time, the truck driver can’t 
see you. If a commercial driver needs to change lanes quickly for any 
reason, a serious crash could occur with the vehicle in the No-Zone.

• 	 Wide Turns - Truck drivers sometimes need to swing wide to the 
left in order to safely negotiate a right turn. They cannot see cars 
directly behind them. Cutting in between the commercial vehicle 
and the curb or shoulder to the right increases the possibility of a 
crash.

Backing Crashes

Sixty-six percent of all commercial vehicle crashes are while backing; therefore, 
never try to cross behind a truck which is preparing to back up. Often when a truck 
driver is preparing to back the truck from a roadway into a loading area, there is 
no choice but to temporarily block the roadway. It is here that some drivers and 
pedestrians attempt to pass behind the truck rather than wait the few seconds for 
the truck to complete its maneuver. In passing close behind the truck, the driver or 
pedestrian enters the truck’s blind spot, and a crash may occur.

Reporting a Commercial Safety Violation

To report a possible commercial safety violation regarding hazardous materials, 
passenger transportation or household goods movement you may call 1-888-DOT-
SAFT (368-7238) available Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. EST, or visit 
http://nccdb.fmcsa.dot.gov/.
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SECTION FIVE
DRIVING SKILLS AND SAFETY TIPS
No driver manual can teach you how to operate a vehicle or be a safe driver. 
Driving requires skills you can only gain through instruction and practice. The 
following offers some basic driving information.

BEFORE YOU DRIVE
Your safety and that of the public depends a lot on what you do before driving, 
including adjusting the seat and mirrors, using safety belts, checking your vehicle, 
maintaining a clear view, and securing items in and on the vehicle.

Trip Planning

There are ways you can help reduce your driving costs. First, determine your 
overall transportation needs. For each trip, determine if it is necessary. If so, there 
may be times you do not need to drive yourself. You might ride with someone else 
or you could take public transportation if it is available.

The best way to prolong the life of your car and save on fuel is to use it as little as 
possible. Trip planning can make your life easier and help cut down on your driving:

• 	 Take public transportation when it is available; (800-652-DART) 
www.dartfirststate.com.

• 	 Avoid driving during heavy traffic, it causes extra wear and tear on 
you and the vehicle.

• 	 Use carpools or share rides whenever possible; (888-743-3628) 
www.ridesharedelaware.org.

• 	 Plan and then combine your trips. Make a list of the things you need 
and the places you need to go. Go to as many places as possible on 
any one trip. Try to reduce the number of places you need to go. This 
will cut down on the number of trips you need to take.

• 	 Call ahead to make sure that they have what you need or that what 
you are picking up is ready.

By doing these things you can help cut down on the amount of traffic on the road, 
cut your travel costs, and save yourself time and effort.

Check The Vehicle

How safely you can drive starts with the 
vehicle you are driving. It is the duty of 
drivers to make certain that the vehicles 
they drive are safe to operate. A vehicle 
that is in bad shape is unsafe and costs 
more to run than one that is maintained. 
It can break down or cause a collision. If a 
vehicle is in bad shape, you might not be 
able to get out of an emergency situation. 
A vehicle in good shape can give you an 
extra safety margin when you need it, and 
you never know when you will need it.
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You should follow your vehicle owner manual for routine maintenance. Some you 
can do yourself and some must be done by a qualified mechanic. A few simple 
checks will help prevent trouble on the road.

Braking system – Only your brakes can stop your vehicle. It is very dangerous if 
they are not working properly. If they do not seem to be working properly, are 
making a lot of noise, smell funny, or the brake pedal goes to the floor, have a 
mechanic check them.

Lights – Make sure that turn signals, brake lights, taillights, and headlights are 
operating properly. These should be checked from the outside of the vehicle. 
Brake lights tell other road users that you are stopping, and turn signals tell them 
you are turning.

An out-of-alignment headlight can shine where it does not help you and may 
blind other drivers. If you are having trouble seeing at night or if other drivers are 
constantly flashing their headlights at you, have a mechanic check the headlights.

Windshield and wipers – Damaged glass can more easily break in a minor collision 
or when something hits the windshield. Have a damaged windshield replaced.

Windshield wipers keep the rain and snow off the windshield. Some vehicles also 
have wipers for rear windows and headlights. Make sure all wipers are in good 
operating condition. If the blades are not clearing water well, replace them.

Tires – Worn or bald tires can increase your stopping distance and make turning 
more difficult when the road is wet. Unbalanced tires and low pressure cause 
faster tire wear, reduce fuel economy, and make the vehicle harder to steer and 
stop. If the vehicle bounces, the steering wheel shakes, or the vehicle pulls to one 
side, have a mechanic check it.

Worn tires can cause “hydroplaning,” and increase the chance of having a flat tire. 
Check tire air pressure with an air pressure gauge when the tires are cold. Check 
the vehicle’s owner manual or the side of the tires for the proper pressure. 

Check the tread with a penny. Stick the penny into the tread “head” first. If the tread 
does not come at least to Abe’s head, the tire is unsafe and you need to replace it.

Steering system – If the steering is not working properly, it is difficult to control 
the direction you want to go. If the vehicle is hard to turn or does not turn when 
the steering wheel is first turned, have the steering checked by a mechanic.

Suspension system – Your suspension helps you control your vehicle and provides 
a comfortable ride over varying road surfaces. If the vehicle bounces a lot after a 
bump or a stop or is hard to control, you may need new shocks or other suspension 
parts. Have a mechanic check it out.

Exhaust system – The exhaust system helps reduce the noise from the engine, 
helps cool the hot gases coming from running the engine, and moves these gases 
to the rear of the vehicle. Gases from a leaky exhaust can cause death inside a 
vehicle in a very short time. Never run the motor in a closed garage. If you sit in a 
vehicle with the motor running for a long time, open a window.

Some exhaust leaks are easily heard, but many are not. This is why it is important 
to have the exhaust system checked periodically.
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Engine compression device – No commercial vehicle equipped with an engine 
compression brake device may be operated on a highway, including residential 
streets, unless the vehicle is also equipped with a muffler in good working order 
in accordance with manufacturer’s specifications and in constant operation to 
prevent excessive noise.

Engine – A poorly running engine may lose power that is needed for normal driving 
and emergencies, may not start, may get poor fuel economy, may pollute the air, 
and could stop running when you are on the road causing you and traffic a problem. 
Follow the procedures recommended in the vehicle’s owner manual for maintenance.

Loose objects – Make sure that there are no loose objects in the vehicle that could 
hit someone in the event of a sudden stop or crash. Make sure there are no objects 
on the floor that could roll under the brake pedal and prevent you from stopping 
the vehicle.

Horn – The horn may not seem like it is important for safety, but as a warning 
device, it could save your life. Only use your horn as a warning to others.

Secure Your Load

Driving with an unsecured load is extremely dangerous.  A load must be securely 
fastened and is only considered secure when nothing can slide, fall or shift onto 
the roadway or become airborne.  

A 20 lb. object at 55 mph has a force of 1,000 lbs. at impact!

Here are some recommendations to properly secure your load in six easy steps:

1.	 Tie down load with rope, netting or straps

2.	Tie large objects directly to the vehicle or trailer

3.	Cover the entire load with a sturdy tarp or netting

4.	Don’t overload the vehicle

5.	Always double check load to make sure a load is secure

6.	Secure Your Load as if your loved ones driving in the car behind you

For more information, go to www.secureyourload.com.

Clean Glass Surfaces

It is important that you are able to see clearly through the windows, windshield, 
and mirrors.

Here are some things you can do to help:

• 	 Keep the windshield clean. Bright sun or headlights on a dirty 
windshield make it hard to see. Carry liquid cleaner and a paper 
or cloth towel so you can clean your windshield whenever it is 
necessary.

• 	 Keep your window washer bottle full. Use antifreeze wash in areas 
where the temperature could fall below freezing.

• 	 Keep the inside of your windows clean, especially if anyone has been 
smoking in the vehicle. Smoking causes a film to build up on the 
inside glass.

• 	 Clear snow, ice, or frost from all windows before driving. Make sure 
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you clean the front, sides, and back.

• 	 Do not hang things from your mirror or clutter up the windshield 
with decals. They could block your view.

• 	 Keep the headlights, backup, brake, and taillights clean. Dirt on the 
lenses can reduce the light by 50%.

Adjust Seat And Mirrors

You should always check your seat and mirrors before you start to drive. Make any 
adjustments to the seat and mirrors before you drive off.

• 	 Adjust your seat so that you are high enough to clearly see the road. If 
necessary, use a seat cushion. Do not move the seat so far forward that 
you cannot easily steer. Seating should be positioned approximately 
12 inches from the steering wheel.

•	 Adjust your rearview mirror and side mirrors. You should be able to 
see out the back window with the rearview mirror and to see out the 
side windows with the side mirrors. A good adjustment for the side 
mirrors is to set them so that when you lean forward slightly, you can 
see just the side of your vehicle.

• 	 If you have a day/night mirror, make sure it is set for the time of day 
you are driving.

• 	 Head restraints are designed to prevent whip lash if you are hit from 
behind. They should be adjusted so the head restraint contacts the 
back of your head.

Use Safety Belts

Before you drive away, always fasten your 
safety belts properly and make sure all 
your passengers are using safety belts 
or child restraints. Delaware law requires 
all occupants of a motor vehicle to wear 
seatbelts. Current statistics show that 
over 90% of Delawareans buckle up.

A law enforcement officer may pull a 
vehicle over if they see an unrestrained 
or improperly restrained occupant inside. 
Putting the shoulder belt under your arm 
or behind you can result in serious injury; 
and, because it is not considered proper 
safety belt use, could result in a ticket 
being issued.

It is important that you and your 
passengers use safety belts. Studies have 
shown that you can cut your chance of 
dying or being seriously injured in a crash 

nearly in half by simply wearing your seatbelt.

Wearing either part alone greatly reduces your protection. If you have an automatic 
shoulder belt, be sure to buckle your lap belt as well. Otherwise, in a collision you 
could slide out of the belt and be hurt or killed. Fatal crashes can occur at any 
speed.

� HBucklebear H
Position: Passenger  
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In addition to protecting you from injury as a driver by preventing your ejection 
from the vehicle, safety belts help you keep control of the vehicle. If you are struck 
from the side or make a quick turn, the force could push you sideways. You cannot 
steer the vehicle if you are not behind the wheel.

Safety belts must be worn even if the vehicle is equipped with air bags. While 
air bags are good protection against hitting the steering wheel, dashboard, or 
windshield, they do not protect you if you are hit from the side or rear, or if the 
vehicle rolls over. And, an air bag will not keep you behind the wheel in these 
situations. Safety belts and air bags are designed to work together, and injuries 
may occur if safety belts are not used in air bag-equipped vehicles.

Use Child Restraints (Car Seats)

Delaware law requires:

• 	 Children under age 2 AND 30 
pounds to ride in a rear-facing car 
seat.

• 	 Children under age 4 AND 40 pounds 
to ride in a harnessed car seat.

• 	 Children in belt positioning booster 
seats to remain in their belt positioning 
booster seat until reaching the height 
or weight maximum listed by the 
booster seat manufacturer.

• 	 Children who have reached the upper height and weight limits per 
the manufacturer’s guidelines of a belt positioning booster seat and 
has not yet attained the age of 16 shall, in all seating positions, wear 
a properly secured seatbelt. This is a primary enforcement law, which 
means officers can pull a vehicle over if they see an unrestrained child 
inside. A child under the age of 12 or under 5’5” should not occupy the 
front passenger seat of a vehicle. Certain exceptions may be made 
which are located in Delaware code Title 21, Section 4803(b)(1) and 
(2).

Proper Restraint of Child

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the American 
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) recommend the following for properly securing 
children in car seats:

• 	 Birth - 12 Months: Children under the age of 1 should always ride in 
a rear-facing car seat. There are different types of rear-facing car 
seats: infant-only seats can only be used rear-facing; convertible and 
all-in-one car seats typically have higher height and weight limits for 
rear-facing mode, allowing you to keep your child rear-facing for a 
longer period of time.

• 	 1 - 3 Years: Keep your child rear-facing for as long as possible. It’s 
the best way to keep them safe. Your child should remain in a rear-
facing car seat until they reach the top height or weight limit allowed 
for by your car seat’s manufacturer for rear-facing mode. Once the 
rear-facing car seat is outgrown, your child is ready to travel in a 
forward-facing car seat with a harness.

• 	 4 - 7 Years: Keep your 4- to 7-year-old children in a forward-facing 
car seat with a harness until they reach the top height or weight limit 
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allowed by your car seat’s manufacturer for forward-facing mode. 
Once they outgrow their forward-facing car seat with a harness, it’s 
time to travel in a booster seat.

• 	 8 -12 Years: Keep your 8- to 12-year-old children in a booster seat 
until they are big enough to fit the adult seat belt properly. For a 
seat belt to fit properly the lap belt must lie snugly across the upper 
thighs, not the stomach. The shoulder belt should lie snug across the 
shoulder and chest and not cross the neck or face. Remember: your 
child should still ride in the back seat because it’s safer there.

Other tips:

• 	 The best car seat is the car seat that fits your child, fits your vehicle, 
and that you can use correctly every time.

• 	 Never install a rear-facing car seat in front of an active frontal air bag.

• 	 Harness straps should fit snugly. You should not be able to pinch 
excess webbing of the harness between your fingers when you try to 
pinch the harness straps at the child’s collarbone.

•	 The chest clip should be even with the child’s arm pits.

• 	 Once installed, car seats should not move more than one inch side-to-
side and front-to-back when checked at the belt path with moderate 
force.

• 	 For forward-facing car seat installations, use the top tether whenever 
possible, whether you are installing with lower anchors or with the 
seat belt.

• 	 Never try to hold a child on your lap unrestrained. The safest place for 
children to ride is in an appropriate car seat.

It is very important that you read your vehicle’s owner manual and your car seat 
manual. Proper use and installation of car seats has a direct correlation to crash 
injury outcomes, even in a minor crash.

The Delaware Office of Highway Safety provides free car seat checks, which are 
one-on-one appointments for caregivers who need help with proper installation 
of their car seat and harnessing of their children in their car seats. Certified Child 
Passenger Safety Technicians will check your car seat for correct installation and 
proper harnessing of your child. Please visit their website at https://ohs.delaware.
gov/carseat.shtml for additional information. 

The Delaware Office of Highway Safety has car seat fitting stations in all three 
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counties. A fitting station is a year-round location where caregivers can get their 
car seats checked for proper use. Appointments are required at all locations. To 
make an appointment, please call or text the fitting station of your choice:

• 	 New Castle County (302) 256-1123

• 	 Kent County (302) 387-2324

• 	 Sussex County (302) 242-7107

Warning! When it’s hot outside, do not leave children or animals unattended.

On a hot summer day the interior of a car can get dangerously hot. One study found 
that with the windows up and the temperature outside at 94 degrees, the inside of a 
car could be 122 degrees in just half an hour or 132 degrees after an hour.

Prevent an unnecessary tragedy and make sure no one leaves small children or 
animals in a hot vehicle unattended.

Bad Information

Some people still have “bad information” about using safety belts. For example, 

“Safety belts can trap you inside a car.” It takes less than a second to undo a 
safety belt. Crashes where a vehicle catches fire or sinks in deep water and you are 
trapped, seldom happen. Even if they do, a safety belt may keep you from being 
knocked out. Your chance to escape will be better if you are conscious.

“Safety belts are good on long trips, but I do not need them if I am driving around 
town.” Over half of all traffic deaths happen within 25 miles of home. Many of them 
occur on roads posted at less then 45 mph.

“Some people are thrown clear in a crash and walk away with hardly a scratch.” 
Your chances of not being killed in a crash are much better if you stay inside the 
vehicle. Safety belts can keep you from being thrown out of your vehicle into the 
path of another one. Staying inside the vehicle will definitely reduce injuries.

“If I get hit from the side, I am better off being thrown across the car; away from 
the crash point.” When a vehicle is struck from the side, it will move sideways. 
Everything in the vehicle that is not fastened down, including the passengers, will 
effectively slide toward the point of crash, not away from it.

“At slow speeds, I can brace myself.” Even at 25 mph, the force of a head-on 
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crash is the same as pedaling a bicycle full-speed into a brick wall or diving off a 
three-story building onto the sidewalk. No one can brace for that.

An individual’s constitutional and other legal rights during a traffic stop

In accordance with 11 Del. C. §1902 an individual must provide their name, address 
and an explanation as to why they are driving on the roadway and where they are 
going. Similarly, passengers in a vehicle must also provide their information and/
or exit the vehicle, if requested to do so by the officer. An individual may ask the 
officer to identify them self and the agency that employs them. 

An individual’s vehicle may be searched on-scene if consent is provided to the 
officer to do so, if the officer believes they have probable cause to do so, or as 
part of an inventory assessment of a vehicle that is being towed. During roadside 
investigations a person does not have a right to an attorney; however, that right 
will present itself later in the process. 

Laws regarding questioning and detention by a law-enforcement  
officer, proof of identity and consequences for failure to comply 

No person shall drive a motor vehicle on a public street or highway of this State 
if they do not have a license to operate it. Failure to have the proper license or 
endorsement may lead to, at a minimum, fines and/or the loss of driving privileges. 
A person who fails to provide identification or who fails to explain their actions 
to the satisfaction of the officer, may be detained, further questioned, and 
investigated. A detention does not mean a person is under arrest. At the end of 
the detention period, which may not exceed two hours, the person will either be 
released, or arrested and charged with a crime. You may refer to 11 Del. C. §1902, 
21 Del. C. §2701 and 21 Del. C. §2721 for additional information. 

The role and procedures of a law-enforcement officer in general and 
during a traffic stop

An officer will initiate a traffic stop by giving a visible or audible signal, which 
could include using their emergency lights or sirens. The officer may approach 
your vehicle from either the driver or passenger side, identify themself and their 
agency, and state the reason for the traffic stop. Many times the officer will ask the 
driver if they have any reason for committing the traffic violation. 

Driving a motor vehicle is a privilege, not a right. To comply with the law both the 
operator and the vehicle they are driving need to satisfy certain requirements. One 
of the roles of an officer is to enforce those safety requirements. The officer will 
ask for your driver license, proof of insurance, and vehicle registration. The officer 
may ask a series of questions. The officer may return to their vehicle to conduct 
inquires. You and your passengers should remain in your vehicle at all times unless 
instructed otherwise by the officer. 

What to Do and Expect When Stopped by Law Enforcement

Law enforcement officers conduct traffic stops because they observe a traffic 
violation or are conducting a police investigation. Being stopped by a law 
enforcement officer can be a stressful experience but knowing what to do during 
the stop will help ensure your safety, the safety of other motorists, and the safety 
of the officer. When you see emergency lights behind you, stay calm, activate 
your turn signal, and pull off or to the side of the roadway as soon and safely 
as possible. When pulling over for an emergency vehicle, movements should be 
made to the right side of the roadway, whenever possible. Turn off the ignition 
and radio and stay in your vehicle unless directed by the officer to exit. Keep your 
hands on the steering wheel so they are easily observable. Ask your passengers 
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to remain calm and to stay in the vehicle while keeping their hands in plain view 
as well. Give the officer your full attention. Cell phones and mobile devices should 
not be used by you or any of your passengers. Do not make sudden moves or 
search for your driver’s license or vehicle documents – wait for the officer to give 
you instructions. If you have a weapon(s) in the vehicle, inform the officer upon 
first contact. If it’s nighttime, the officer may direct a spotlight at your vehicle 
once stopped.

How and where to file a compliment on behalf of or a complaint against 
a law-enforcement officer

You should contact the officer’s agency via means determined by such agency. 
Most agencies have a website with contact information.

It is the goal of law enforcement to protect the public and conduct traffic stops in 
a manner that protects the safety of everyone involved. Your cooperation with law 
enforcement is the best way to ensure that your safety, and that of others, is not 
compromised during the stop.

BASIC DRIVING
Starting

Check the vehicle’s owner manual for how to best start the vehicle. Make sure 
the parking brake is on before you start the vehicle. If the vehicle has a manual 
transmission, it must not be in gear, and in some vehicles, the clutch must be 
depressed. For a vehicle that has an automatic transmission, you must put the shift 
selector in “park.”

Accelerating

Accelerate gradually and smoothly. Trying to start too fast can cause the drive 
wheels to spin, particularly on slippery surfaces, and cause the vehicle to slide. 
With a manual-shift vehicle, practice using the clutch and accelerator so that the 
engine does not over-rev or stall when shifting between gears.

Steering

Both hands should be placed on opposite 
sides of the steering wheel (e.g., left hand 
between 8 and 10 o’clock and right hand 
between 2 and 4 o’clock). This position is 
comfortable, and on high speed roads it 
allows you to make turns without taking 
your hands off the wheel.

Be sure to look well down the road and 
on both sides of the road, not just at the 
road in front of your vehicle. Look for traffic 
situations where you will need to steer 
before you get to them. This way, you have 
time to steer smoothly and safely.

When turning sharp corners, turn the steering wheel using the “hand-over-hand” 
technique. When you complete a turn, straighten out the steering wheel by hand. 
Letting it slip through your fingers could be dangerous.
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Speeding

The best way not to speed is to know how fast you are going. Check the 
speedometer often. People are not very good at judging how fast they are going. 
It is easy to be traveling much faster than you think. This is especially true when 
you leave high speed roads and are driving on much slower local roads.

Follow the speed limit signs. They are there for your safety.

Stopping

Be alert so that you know when you will have to stop well ahead of time. Stopping 
suddenly is dangerous and usually points to a driver who was not paying attention. 
When you brake quickly, you could skid and lose control of your vehicle. You also 
make it harder for drivers behind you to stop without hitting you.

Try to avoid panic stops by seeing events well in advance. By slowing down or 
changing lanes, you may not have to stop at all, and if you do, you can make a 
more gradual and safer stop.
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In emergency or slippery 
conditions without Anti-
Lock Braking System, all 
wheels lock; car skids 
and is unsteerable.
 

In emergency or slippery 
conditions with Anti-Lock 
Braking System, wheels 
don’t lock; car is stable 
and remains steerable.

Braking

Newer automobiles and trucks are equipped with Anti-Lock Brake Systems (ABS), 
which prevent vehicles from locking wheels and skidding in emergency or slippery 
conditions. With ABS you should brake as hard as possible and, if necessary, steer 
to avoid crashing. Without ABS, you should brake as hard as possible without 
locking the wheels.

Seeing Well

Most of what you do in driving depends on what you see. To be a good driver, you 
need to see well. The single biggest contributor to crashes is failing to see what 
is happening. You must look down the road, to the sides, and behind your vehicle 
and be alert for unexpected events. At night and at other times when it’s hard to 
see, you must use your headlights.

You must be alert to what is going on around you. Many crashes occur because 
drivers do not pay enough attention to their driving. Do not take your eyes off the 
road for more than a few seconds at any one time. If you need to look at a map, 
pull safely off the road before you try to look at it. Do not try to read the map 

Delaware’s Law Enforcement Agencies... 
will be out in force to stop and ticket those individuals who  
carelessly endanger our lives each and every day.

YOU CAN ASSIST US BY:
• 	 Remaining Calm

• 	 Not Taking Traffic Problems Personally

• 	 Avoiding Eye Contact with Aggressive Drivers

• 	 Not Challenging Them

• 	 Staying Away from Erratic Drivers

ADDITIONALLY, you can help make Delaware’s roadways safer by 
reporting aggressive driving with your cellular phone. Get their tag number 
and report it.

CALL 911
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while you are driving. In many crashes with motorcycles, bicycles, and pedestrians, 
drivers reported that they looked but did not see them. If you have a cellular 
phone or CB radio, avoid using it when the vehicle is in motion. Even with “hands 
free” equipment, conversing on a phone or radio takes your attention away from 
driving and can cause you to be less likely to notice a dangerous situation.

Do not drive with head or earphones that cover or go in both ears. This is illegal 
in Delaware and many other states because it makes it hard to hear emergency 
horns or sirens.

Do not slow down just to look at a crash, someone getting a ticket, or other 
roadside activity (rubbernecking). This could cause you to be in a crash. If you 
take your eyes off the road to look at something, you could run into a vehicle 
ahead that has slowed or stopped. Rubbernecking also can increase congestion. 
When you pass these roadside activities, keep your eyes on the road and get past 
them as soon and as safely as you can.
 
Scanning

To be a good driver, you must know what is happening around your vehicle. You 
must look ahead, to the sides, and behind the vehicle. Scanning helps you to see 
problems ahead, vehicles and people that may be in the road by the time you 
reach them, signs warning of problems ahead, and signs giving you directions.

Look ahead – In order to avoid last-minute braking or the need to turn, you should 
look well down the road. By looking ahead and being ready to stop or change lanes 
if needed, you can drive more safely, save fuel, help keep traffic moving at a steady 
pace, and allow yourself time to better see around your vehicle and alongside the 
road. Looking well down the road will also help you to steer straighter with less 
weaving. Safer drivers tend to look at least 10 seconds ahead of their vehicle. How 
far is this? It is the distance that your vehicle will travel in 10 seconds.

In the city, 10 seconds is about one block. When you drive in city traffic, you should 
try to look at least one block ahead. On the highway, 10 seconds is about four city 
blocks or a quarter of a mile.

Do you know how many seconds you are looking ahead? Here is how to figure how 
far ahead you are looking.

1.	 Find a non-moving object like a sign or telephone pole near the road 
about as far ahead as you are looking.

2.	Start counting: one-one-thousand, two-one-thousand, three-one-
thousand, etc., until you reach the object.

3.	The number of seconds you have counted is the number of seconds 
ahead that you were looking.
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You can be a safer driver by looking well ahead. You can avoid the need to stop 
or turn quickly. The less you have to stop or turn quickly, the less likely you are to 
run into someone or have someone run into you.

By looking well ahead, you can save fuel. Every time you have to stop quickly, it 
takes time and fuel to get your vehicle back up to speed. Drivers who look ahead, 
can slow down gradually or change lanes and avoid unnecessary braking that 
leads to lower miles per gallon.

Traffic would flow more smoothly if everyone looked well ahead. Making driving 
changes before the last moment gives drivers behind you more time to react. The 
earlier you act, the less often someone behind you has to react quickly to your 
vehicle. By seeing needed driving changes early, you can drive more safely, and 
that helps drivers behind you drive more safely too. It also keeps traffic moving at 
a steady pace.

Look to the sides – As other vehicles or pedestrians may cross or enter your 
path anytime, you should look to the sides to make sure no one is coming. This is 
especially true at intersections and railroad crossings.

Intersections – Intersections are any place where traffic merges or crosses. They 
include: cross streets, side streets, driveways, and shopping center or parking lot 
entrances. Before you enter an intersection, look to both the left and right for 
approaching vehicles and/or crossing pedestrians. If stopped, look to both the left 
and right just before you start moving. Look across the intersection before you 
start to move to make sure the path is clear all the way through the intersection, 
and you will not block it if you have to stop.

Before you turn left across oncoming traffic, look for a safe gap in the traffic. Look 
to the street you are turning onto to make sure that no vehicles or pedestrians are 
in your path, leaving you stranded in the path of oncoming traffic. Look one more 
time in the direction of oncoming traffic before you turn.

Before turning right, make sure that there is no traffic approaching from your left 
and no oncoming traffic turning left into your path. Do not begin your turn without 
checking for pedestrians crossing where you will be turning. You may turn right on 
red unless prohibited. You may also turn left from a one-way street onto another 
one-way street unless prohibited.

Do not rely on traffic signals or signs to tell you that no one will be crossing in front 
of you. Some drivers do not obey traffic signals or signs. At an intersection, look 
left and right, even if other traffic has a red light or a stop sign. This is especially 
important just after the light has turned green. This is when people on the cross 
street are most likely to hurry through the intersection before the light changes 
to red. Others who may not stop are individuals who have been drinking or other 
reckless drivers.

Make sure you can clearly see crossing traffic before entering an intersection. If 
you were stopped and your view of a cross street is blocked, edge forward slowly 
until you can see. By moving forward slowly, crossing drivers can see the front of 
your vehicle before you can see them. This gives them a chance to slow down and 
warn you if needed.

Whenever there is a lot of activity along the side of the road, there is a good chance 
that someone will cross or enter the road. Therefore, it is very important to look to 
the sides when you are near shopping centers and parking lots, construction areas, 
busy sidewalks, and playgrounds and school yards.
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Railroad crossings – As you approach any railroad crossing, slow down and look 
up and down the tracks to make sure a train is not coming. Do not assume that a 
train is not coming even if you have never seen one at that crossing before. Always 
expect a train. Assuming that a train is not coming is one of the leading causes of 
fatalities at railroad crossings. Make sure there is room for your vehicle on the far 
side before you cross the tracks. Do not block the crossing.

At crossings with more than one track, wait until the passing train is well down the 
track before starting to cross. Another train may be hidden by the one that just 
passed.

Look behind - Besides watching traffic ahead of you, you must check traffic 
behind you. You need to check more often when traffic is heavy. This is the only 
way you will know if someone is following too closely or coming up too fast and 
will give you time to do something about it. It is very important to look for vehicles 
behind you when you change lanes, slow down, back up, or are driving down a 
long or steep hill.

When changing lanes - Whenever you want to change lanes, you must check that 
there are no vehicles in the lane you want to enter. This means you must check 
for traffic to the side and behind your vehicle before you change lanes. Changing 
lanes includes: changing from one lane to another, merging onto a roadway from 
an entrance ramp, and entering the roadway from the curb or shoulder. When 
changing lanes, you should:

• 	Signal your intention 
to change lanes.

• 	Look in your 
rearview and side 
mirrors. Make sure 
there are no vehicles 
in the lane you want 
to enter. Make sure 
that no one or vehicle 
is about to pass you.

• 	 Look over your shoulder in the direction you plan to move. Be sure 
no one is near the rear corners of your vehicle. These areas are 
called “blind spots” because you cannot see them through your 
mirrors. You must turn your head and look to see vehicles in your 
blind spot.

• 	 Check quickly. Do not take your eyes off the road ahead for more 
than an instant. Traffic ahead of you could stop suddenly while you 
are checking traffic to the sides, rear, or over your shoulder. Also, 
use your mirrors to check traffic while you are preparing to change 
lanes, merge, or pull onto the roadway. This way you can keep an 
eye on vehicles ahead of you at the same time. Check over your 
shoulder just before you change lanes for traffic in your blind spot. 
Look several times if you need to so as not to look for too long a 
period at any one time. You must keep track of what traffic is doing 
in front of you and in the lane you are entering.

• 	 Check the far lane. Be sure to check the far lane, if there is one, as 
someone in that lane may be planning to move into the same lane 
you want to enter.

• 	 Check for other road users. Remember that there are other road 
users such as motorcycles, bicycles, and pedestrians that are harder 
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to see than cars and trucks. Be especially alert when you are entering 
the roadway from the curb or driveway.

When you slow down – You must check behind your vehicle whenever you slow 
down. This is very important when you slow down quickly or at points where a 
following driver would not expect you to slow down, such as private driveways or 
parking spaces.

When you back up – It is hard for you to see behind your vehicle. Try to do as little 
backing as possible. In a shopping center, try to find a parking space you can drive 
through, so you can drive forward when you leave. Where backing is necessary, 
here are some hints that will help you back your vehicle safely.

• 	 Check behind your vehicle before you get in. Children or small 
objects cannot be seen from the driver’s seat.

• 	 Place your right arm on the back of the seat and turn around so that 
you can look directly through the rear window. Do not depend on your 
rearview or side mirrors as you cannot see directly behind your vehicle.

• 	 Back slowly, your vehicle is much harder to steer while you are 
backing.

•	 Whenever possible use a person outside the vehicle to help you 
reverse or back up.

When going down a long or steep hill – Check your mirrors when you are going 
down hills or mountains. Vehicles often build up speed going down a steep grade. 
Be alert for large trucks and buses that may be going too fast.

Using Your Lights

It is much harder to see at night. Here are some things you can do that will help 
you see better:

• 	 Use your high beams whenever there are no oncoming vehicles. 
High beams let you see twice as far as low beams. It is important to 
use high beams on unfamiliar roads, in construction areas, or where 
there may be people along the side of the road.

• 	 Dim your high beams whenever you come within about a one-block 
distance of an oncoming vehicle (within 500 feet by Delaware law).

• 	 Use your low beams when following another vehicle or when in 
heavy traffic.

• 	 Use the low beams in fog or when it is snowing or raining hard. Light 
from high beams will reflect back, causing glare and making it more 
difficult to see ahead. Some vehicles have fog lights that you should 
also use under these conditions.

•	 You must turn on your lights in rain, mist, and snow, and at any time 
you have your wipers on. It’s the law in Delaware.

• 	 Do not drive at any time with only your parking lights on. Parking 
lights are for parking only. If a vehicle comes toward you with high 
beams on, flash your headlights quickly a couple of times. 

• 	 If the driver fails to dim the lights, look toward the right side of the 
road. This will keep you from being blinded by the other vehicle’s 
headlights and allow you to see enough of the edge of the road 
to stay on course. Do not try to “get back” at the other driver by 
keeping your bright lights on. If you do, both of you may be blinded.



118 

COMMUNICATING
Letting Others Know You Are There

Crashes often happen because one driver does not see another driver, or when 
one driver does something the other driver does not expect. It is important that 
drivers let other road users know they are there and what they plan to do.

Use headlights – Besides helping you to see at night, headlights help other people 
see you. If needed, flick your headlights to alert other road users you are there. 

• 	 On rainy, snowy, or foggy days, it is sometimes hard for other drivers 
to see your vehicle. In these conditions, headlights make your vehicle 
easier to see. Remember, if you turn on your wipers, turn on your 
headlights. It’s the law in Delaware and some other states.

• 	 Turn on your headlights when it begins to get dark. Even if you turn 
them on a little early, you will help other drivers see you.

• 	 Whenever driving and lights are necessary, use your headlights. 
Parking lights are for parked vehicles only.

• 	 When driving away from a rising or setting sun, turn on your 
headlights. Drivers coming towards you may have trouble seeing 
your vehicle. Your headlights will help them see you.

Use your horn – People cannot see you unless they are looking your way. Your 
horn can get their attention. Use it whenever it will help prevent a crash. If there 
is no immediate danger, a light tap on the horn should be all you need. Give your 
horn a light tap:

• 	 When a person on foot or on a bike appears to be moving into your 
lane of travel.

• 	 When you are passing a driver who starts to turn into your lane.

• 	 When a driver is not paying attention or may have trouble seeing 
you.

• 	 When coming to a place where you cannot see what is ahead – like 
a steep hill, a sharp curve, or exiting a narrow alley.

If there is danger, do not be afraid to sound a sharp blast on your horn. Do this:

• 	 When a child or older person is about to walk, run, or ride into the 
street.

• 	 When another vehicle is in danger of hitting you.

• 	 When you have lost control of your vehicle and are moving towards 
someone.

When not to use your horn – There are several occasions when you should not use 
your horn. They include:

• 	 Encouraging someone to drive faster or get out of the way.

• 	 Apprising other drivers of an error.

• 	 Greeting a friend.

• 	 Around blind pedestrians.
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Use emergency signals – If your vehicle breaks down on a highway, make sure 
that other drivers can see it. All too often crashes occur because a driver did not 
see a stalled vehicle until it was too late to stop.

If available, use your 2-way radio or telephone to notify authorities that your 
vehicle or someone else has broken down. Many roadways have signs that tell you 
the CB channel or telephone number to call in an emergency. If you are having 
vehicle trouble and have to stop:

• 	 Get your vehicle off the road and away from traffic if at all possible.

• 	 Turn on your emergency flashers to show you are having trouble.

• 	 Try to stop where other drivers have a clear view of your vehicle if 
you cannot get your vehicle off the roadway. (Do not stop just over 
a hill or just around a curve.)

• 	 Try to warn other road users that your vehicle is there. Place 
emergency flares behind the vehicle. This allows other drivers to 
change lanes if necessary.

• 	 If you do not have emergency flares or other warning devices, stand 
by the side of the road where you are safe from traffic and wave 
traffic around your vehicle. Use a white cloth if you have one.

• 	 Never stand in the roadway. Do not try to change a tire if it means 
you have to be in a traffic lane.

• 	 Lift the hood or tie a white cloth to the antenna, side mirror or door 
handle to signal an emergency.

Stay out of the blind spot - Drive your vehicle where others can see you. Do not 
drive in another vehicle’s blind spot.

• 	 Try to avoid driving on either side and slightly to the rear of another 
vehicle. You will be in their blind spot. Either speed up or drop back 
so the other driver can see your vehicle more easily.

• 	 When passing another vehicle, get through the other driver’s blind 
spot as quickly as you can. The longer you stay there, the longer you 
are in danger of them turning into you.

• 	 Never stay alongside a large vehicle such as a truck or bus. These 
vehicles have large blind spots, and it’s hard for drivers of large 
vehicles to see you.
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Let Others Know What You Are Doing

Generally, other drivers expect you to keep doing what you are doing. You must 
warn them when you are going to change direction or slow down. This will give 
them time to react if needed, or at least not to be surprised by what you do.

Signal when you change direction - Signaling gives other drivers time to react to 
your moves. You should use your turn signals before you change lanes, turn right 
or left, merge into traffic, or park.

• 	 Get into the habit of signaling every time you change direction. 
Signal even when you do not see anyone else around. It is easy to 
miss someone who needs to know what you are doing.

• 	 Signal as early as you can. Try and signal at least three seconds 
before you make your move, although Delaware law states you must 
signal for at least 300 feet before turning.

• 	 Be careful that you do not signal too early. If there are streets, 
driveways, or entrances between you and where you want to turn, 
wait until you have passed them to signal.

• 	 If another vehicle is about to enter the street between you and where 
you plan to turn, wait until you have passed it to signal your turn. If 
you signal earlier, the other driver may think you plan to turn where 
they are, and they might pull into your path.

• 	 After you have made a turn or lane change, make sure your turn 
signal is off. After small turns, the signals may not turn off by 
themselves. Turn the signal off if it does not click off by itself. If you 
don’t, others might think you plan to turn again.

Signal when you slow down - Your brake lights let people know that you are 
slowing down. Always slow down as early as it is safe to do so. If you are going 
to stop or slow down at a place where another driver does not expect it, tap your 
brake pedal three or four times quickly to let those behind you know you are about 
to slow down. Signal when you slow down:

• 	 To turn off a roadway which does not have separate turn or exit lanes.

• 	 To park or turn just before an intersection.

• 	 To avoid something in the road or stopped or slowing traffic that a 
driver behind you cannot see.

You must make a hand and arm signal or use your electrical directional (turn) 
signal or both continuously for at least 300 feet before turning. You should signal 
for a much greater distance (longer time interval) when traveling at a high speed. 
This is particularly important when changing lanes on all express highways such 
as the interstate system.
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ADJUSTING SPEED
The faster your vehicle is going, the more distance it will take to turn, slow, or stop. 
For example, stopping at 60 mph does not take twice the distance it takes at 30 
mph as one might think, but over three times the distance. Driving safely means 
adjusting your speed for road and traffic conditions, how well you can see, and 
obeying speed limits.

Adjusting To Road Conditions

There are various road conditions where to be safe, you must slow down. For 
example, you must slow down before a sharp curve, when the roadway is slippery, 
and when there is standing water on the road.

The only contact your vehicle has with the road is through the tires. How good a 
grip the tires have with the road depends on the type and condition of the tires 
and the type and condition of the road surface.

Many drivers do not pay enough attention to the condition of their tires or to the 
condition of the roadway. It is important that the tires be in good condition and 
have enough air in them. See the vehicle’s owner manual for correct tire pressure.

You do not have as much traction on gravel or dirt roads as you do on concrete or 
asphalt roads. When driving on gravel or dirt, you must slow down. It will take you 
much longer to stop, and it is much easier to skid when turning.

Curves - A vehicle can travel much faster in a straight line than it can in a curve. It 
is easy to go too fast in a curve. If you go too fast, then the tires will not be able 
to grip the road and the vehicle will skid. Always slow down before you enter the 
curve so you do not have to brake in the curve. Braking in a curve can cause the 
vehicle to skid.

Slippery roads - Slow down at the first sign of rain, snow, or sleet. These all make 
the roadway slippery. When the road is slippery, the vehicle’s tires do not grip as 
well as they do on a dry road. How slow should you go? On a wet road you should 
reduce your speed about 10 mph. On packed snow you should cut your speed in 
half. Use snow tires or chains when the road has snow on it. On ice, you must slow 
to a “crawl”. It is very dangerous to drive on ice.

If at all possible, do not drive when the roads are icy. In some areas where there is a 
lot of icy weather, special studded tires are allowed. Because these tires can cause 
road damage, they are not allowed in many areas, or on certain roads, or during 
summer months. (See Prohibited Equipment)

Some road surfaces are slippery at certain times or places. Here are some clues to 
help you spot slippery roads:

• 	 On cold, wet days shady spots can be icy. These areas freeze first 
and dry out last.

• 	 Overpasses and other types of bridges can have icy spots. The 
pavement on bridges can be icy even when other pavement is not. 
This is because bridges can be colder than other roadways.

• 	 When the temperature is around the freezing point, ice can become 
wet. This makes conditions more slippery than at temperatures well 
below freezing.

• 	 If it starts to rain on a hot day, pavement can be very slippery for the 
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first few minutes. Heat causes the oil in the asphalt to come to the 
surface. The road is more slippery until the oil is washed off.

Water on the roadway - When it is raining or the road is wet, most tires have good 
traction up to about 35 mph. However, as you go faster, your tires will start to ride 
up on the water, like water skis. This is called “hydroplaning.” In a heavy rain, your 
tires can lose all traction with the road at about 50 mph. Bald or badly worn tires 
will lose traction at much lower speeds. The best way to keep from hydroplaning 
is to slow down in the rain or when the road is wet.

If it feels like your tires have lost traction with the surface of the road you should:

• 	 Ease your foot off the gas pedal.

• 	 Keep the steering wheel straight. Only try to turn if it’s an emergency. 
If you must turn, do it slowly, or you will cause your vehicle to skid.

• 	 Do not try to stop or turn until your tires are gripping the road again.

If you must drive in slippery conditions, review “Dealing with Skids” in the 
Emergencies section at the back of this manual.

Adjusting To Traffic

Vehicles moving in the same direction at the same speed cannot hit one another. 
Crashes involving two or more vehicles often happen when drivers go faster or 
slower than other vehicles on the road.

Keep pace with traffic – If you are going faster than traffic, you will have to keep 
passing others. Each time you pass someone, there is a chance for a collision. 
The vehicle you are passing may change lanes suddenly; or on a two-lane road 
an oncoming vehicle may appear suddenly. Slow down and keep pace with other 
traffic. Speeding does not save more than a few minutes an hour.

Going much slower than other vehicles can be just as bad as speeding. It tends 
to make vehicles bunch up behind you and causes the other traffic to pass you. If 
vehicles are piled up behind you, pull over when safe to do so and let them pass. 
You should either drive faster or consider using roads with slower speeds.

Entering into traffic – When you merge with traffic, try to enter at the same speed 
that traffic is moving. High-speed roadways generally have ramps to give you time 
to build up your speed. Use the ramp to reach the speed of other vehicles before 
you pull onto the road. Do not drive to the end of the ramp and stop or you will not 
have enough room to get up to the speed of traffic. Also, drivers behind you will 
not expect you to stop. If they are watching the traffic on the main road, you may 
be hit from the rear. If you have to wait for space to enter a roadway, slow down 
on the ramp so you have some room to speed up before you merge.

Leaving traffic – Keep up with the speed of traffic as long as you are on the main 
road. If the road you are traveling has exit ramps, do not slow down until you move 
onto the exit ramp. When you turn from a high speed, two-lane roadway, try not to 
slow down too early if you have traffic following you. Tap your brakes and reduce 
your speed quickly but safely, and remember to signal.

Slow moving traffic – Some vehicles cannot travel very fast or have trouble 
keeping up with the speed of traffic. If you spot these vehicles early, you have 
time to change lanes or slow down safely. Slowing suddenly can cause a traffic 
crash.
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• 	 Watch for large trucks and small underpowered cars on steep grades 
or when they are entering traffic. They can lose speed on long or 
steep hills, and it takes longer for these vehicles to get up to speed 
when they enter traffic.

• 	 Farm tractors, animal-drawn vehicles, and roadway maintenance 
vehicles usually go 25 mph or less. These vehicles should have a 
slow-moving vehicle decal (an orange triangle) on the back.

Trouble spots – Wherever people or traffic gather, your room to maneuver is 
limited. You need to lower your speed to have time to react in a crowded space. 
Here are some of the places where you may need to slow down:

• 	 Shopping centers, parking lots, and downtown areas – These are 
busy areas with vehicles and people stopping, starting, and moving 
in different directions.

• 	 Rush hours – Rush hours often have heavy traffic and drivers that 
always seem to be in a hurry.

• 	 Narrow bridges and tunnels – Vehicles approaching each other in 
these areas are closer together.

• 	 Toll plazas – Vehicles are changing lanes and preparing to stop and 
then speeding up again when leaving the plaza. The number of lanes 
could change both before and after the plaza.

• 	 Schools, playgrounds, and residential streets – These areas often 
have children present. Always be alert for children crossing the 
street, running, or riding into the street without looking.

• 	 Railroad crossings – You need to make sure that there are no trains 
coming and that you have room to cross. Some crossings are bumpy, 
so you need to slow down to safely cross. Do not block the crossing.

NIGHT DRIVING
Night driving is always more difficult and dangerous than day driving. Per mile 
driven, the fatal crash rate at night throughout the nation is two-and-one-half 
times as high as during the day. At night the driver does not see as far, as soon, or 
as much, and everything has a different appearance.

The glare of oncoming headlights greatly increases the difficulty, especially for 
older drivers. The glare causes the pupils of the eyes to contract, and it takes time 
for them to readjust to less intense light. During this recovery period you may be 
driving as though blind.

You can make your night driving safer in these ways:

• 	 Most important of all, don’t over drive your headlights.

• 	 Keep your speed low enough to be able to stop in the distance you 
can see ahead.

• 	 When passing vehicles, do not stare at their headlights. Use quick glances to:

°	 Learn lane position of oncoming vehicles.

° 	 Learn your own position.

° 	 Be certain of the right edge of road.

° 	 Look ahead for objects in your path.
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DRIVE DEFENSIVELY
Don’t trust the other driver to do what you think they are going to do, or what 
you would do in his place. For example, when their turn signal is flashing, don’t 
assume that they will make a turn. Plan ahead and decide what to do if they don’t 
turn as well as if they do turn. Don’t assume that every driver will stop when there 
is a stop sign or a red traffic light. Some drivers deliberately “run” stop signs and 
traffic lights; others may be daydreaming.

You should constantly be thinking of an “escape route” as you drive. After a few 
weeks of practice, this will become second nature. Then, if a sudden emergency 
arises, you will have a plan of action ready. For instance, if you see an approaching 
vehicle start to pass and you think they may not have room, slow down. Also, by 
having studied the shoulder and nearby area, you will know where you can go if 
necessary. The same consideration applies to curves, bridges, and hills.

HOW WELL CAN YOU SEE?
If something is in your path and you need to stop, you need to see it in time to be 
able to stop. It takes much longer and further to stop than many people think. If 
your vehicle has good tires, brakes, and dry pavement:

• 	 At 50 mph, it can take about 400 feet to react to something you see 
and bring your vehicle to a stop. That is about the length of a city 
block.

• 	 At 30 mph, it can take about 200 feet to stop. That is almost half 
a city block in length. If you cannot see 400 feet ahead, it means 
you may not be driving safely at 50 mph. If you cannot see 200 feet 
ahead, you may not be driving safely at 30 mph. By the time you see 
an object in your path, it may be too late to stop without hitting it.

Here are some things that limit how well you can see and hints you can follow to 
be a safer driver.

Darkness

It is harder to see at night. You must be closer to an object to see it at night 
than during the day. You must be able to stop within the distance you can see 
ahead with your headlights. Your headlights will let you see about 350 feet 
ahead. You should drive at a speed that allows you to stop within this distance 
(about 50 mph).

Rain, Fog, Or Snow

In a very heavy rain, snowstorm, or thick fog, you may not be able to see much 
more than 200 feet ahead. When you cannot see any farther than that, you cannot 
safely drive faster than 30 mph. In a very heavy downpour, you may not be able to 
see well enough to drive. If this happens, pull off the road in a safe place and wait 
until the rain clears.

Hills And Curves

You may not know what is on the other side of a hill or just around a curve, even 
if you have driven the road many times. If a vehicle is stalled on the road just over 
a hill or around a curve, you must be able to stop. Whenever you come to a hill or 
curve where you cannot see over or around, adjust your speed so you can stop if 
necessary.
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Parked Vehicles

Vehicles parked along the side of the road may block your view. People may be 
ready to get out of a vehicle or walk out from between parked vehicles. Give 
parked vehicles as much room as you safely can.

Sight Distance Rule

Drive at a speed where you can always safely stop. To tell if you are driving too fast 
for conditions, use the “Four-Second Sight Distance Rule.” Pick out a stationary 
object as far ahead as you can clearly see (e.g., a sign or a telephone pole). Start 
counting “one-one-thousand, two-one-thousand, three-one-thousand, four-one-
thousand.” If you reach the object before you finish saying “four-one-thousand,” 
you need to slow down. You are going too fast for your sight distance. You must 
not drive faster than the distance you can see. If you do, you are not safe and could 
injure or kill yourself or others.

You should also use the four-second sight distance rule at night to make sure you 
are not over-driving your headlights.

Speed Limits

You must comply with speed limits. They are based on the design of the road 
and the type of vehicles that use them. Speed limits take into account things you 
cannot see, such as side roads and driveways where people may pull out suddenly 
and the amount of traffic that uses the road.

Remember, speed limits are posted for ideal conditions. If the road is wet or icy, 
if you cannot see well, or if traffic is heavy, then you must slow down. Keep in 
mind even if you are driving under the posted speed limit, you can get a ticket for 
traveling too fast during unsafe conditions.

SHARING SPACE
You must always share the road with others. The more distance you keep between 
yourself and everyone else, the more time you have to react. This space is like a 
safety cushion. The more you have, the safer you can be. This section describes 
how to make sure you have enough space around you when you drive.

Space Ahead

Rear-end crashes are very common. They are caused from drivers following too 
closely to be able to stop before hitting the vehicle ahead when it suddenly stops. 
There is an easy way to tell if you are following too closely. It is called the “three-
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second rule,” and it works at any speed.

• 	 Watch for when the rear of the vehicle ahead passes a sign, pole, or 
any other stationary point.

• 	 Count the seconds it takes you to reach the same spot. (“one-one-
thousand, two-one-thousand, three-one-thousand”).

• 	 You are following too closely if you pass the mark before you finish 
counting.

• 	 If so, drop back and then count again at another spot to check your 
following distance. Repeat until you are following no closer than 
three seconds.

There are situations where you need more space in front of your vehicle. In the 
following situations, you may need a four-second following distance to be safe.

• 	 On slippery roads – Because you need more distance to stop your 
vehicle on slippery roads, you must leave more space in front of you. 
If the vehicle ahead suddenly stops, you will need the extra distance 
to stop safely.

• 	 When the driver behind you wants to pass – Slow down to allow 
room in front of your vehicle. Slowing will also allow the pass to be 
completed sooner.

 • When following motorcycles – If the motorcycle should fall over, you 
need extra distance to avoid hitting the rider. The chances of a fall 
are greatest on wet or icy roads, gravel roads, or on metal surfaces 
such as bridges, gratings, or streetcar or railroad tracks.

• 	 When following drivers who cannot see you – The drivers of trucks, 
buses, vans or vehicles pulling campers or trailers may not be able 
to see you when you are directly behind them. They could stop 
suddenly without knowing you are there. Large vehicles also block 
your view of the road ahead. Falling back allows you more room to 
see ahead and to be seen.

• 	 When you have a heavy load or are pulling a trailer – The extra 
weight increases your stopping distance.

• 	 When it is hard for you to see – When it is hard for you to see 
ahead because of darkness or bad weather, you need to increase 
your following distance.

• 	 When being followed closely – If you are being followed closely, 
you should try and make extra space. You will then be able to stop 
without being hit from behind.

• 	 When following emergency vehicles – Police vehicles, ambulances, 
and fire trucks need more room to operate.

• 	 When approaching railroad crossings – Leave extra room for 
vehicles required to come to a stop at railroad crossings, including 
transit buses, school buses, or vehicles carrying hazardous materials.

• 	 When stopped on a hill or incline – Leave extra space when stopped 
on a hill or incline. The vehicle ahead may roll back when it starts up 
or takes off.
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Space Behind

It is not always easy to maintain a safe distance behind your vehicle. However, 
you can help keep the driver at a safe distance by keeping a steady speed and 
signaling in advance when you have to slow down or turn.

• 	 Stopping to pick up or let off passengers – Try to find a safe place 
out of traffic to stop.

• 	 Parallel parking – If you want to parallel park and there is traffic 
coming behind you, put on your turn signal, pull next to the space, 
and allow following vehicles to pass before you park.

• 	 Driving slowly – When you have to drive so slowly that you slow 
down other vehicles, pull to the side of the road when safe to do so 
and let them pass. There are “turnout” areas on some two lane roads 
you can use. Other two lane roads sometimes have “passing lanes.”

• 	 Being tailgated – Every now and then you may find yourself being 
followed closely or “tailgated” by another driver. If you are being 
followed too closely and there is a right lane, move over to the right. 
If there is no right lane, wait until the road ahead is clear then reduce 
speed slowly. This will encourage the tailgater to drive around you. 
Never slow down quickly to discourage a tailgater, all that does is 
increase your risk of being hit from behind.

Space To The Side

You need space on both sides of your vehicle to have room to turn or change 
lanes.

• 	 Avoid driving next to other vehicles on multi-lane roads. Someone 
may crowd your lane or try to change lanes and pull into you. Move 
ahead or drop in back of the other vehicle.

 • 	Keep as much space as you can between yourself and oncoming 
vehicles. On a two-lane road, this means not crowding the center 
line. In general, it is safest to drive in the center of your lane.

• 	 Make room for vehicles entering on a roadway that has two or more 
lanes. If there is no one next to you, move over a lane.

• 	 Keep extra space between your vehicle and parked cars. Someone 
could step out from a parked vehicle, from between vehicles, or a 
parked vehicle could pull out.

• 	 Give extra space to pedestrians or bicycles, especially children. They 
can move into your path quickly and without warning. Do not share 
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a lane with a pedestrian or bicyclist. Wait until it is safe to pass in the 
adjoining lane.

• 	 Split the difference between two hazards. For example, steer a 
middle course between oncoming and parked vehicles. However, 
except in the case of a vulnerable user such as a pedestrian or a 
cyclist, if one hazard is more dangerous than the other, leave a little 
more space on the dangerous side. For example, if the oncoming 
vehicle is a tractor-trailer, leave a little more room on the side that 
the truck will pass.

• 	 When possible, take potential hazards one at a time. For example, if 
you are overtaking a bicycle and an oncoming vehicle is approaching, 
slow down and let the vehicle pass first so that you can give extra 
room to the bicycle. Motorists are required to leave a minimum of 
three feet of clearance at all times when passing a cyclist, and on 
multi-lane roads to move to the adjacent lane whenever possible.

Space To Merge

Anytime you want to merge with other traffic, you need a gap of about four 
seconds. If you move into the middle of a four-second gap, both you and the 
vehicle that is now behind you have a three-second following distance. You need a 
four-second gap whenever you change lanes, enter a roadway, or when your lane 
merges with another travel lane.

• 	 Do not try to merge into a gap that is too small. A small gap can 
quickly become even smaller. Enter a gap that gives you a big 
enough space cushion to be safe.

• 	 If you want to cross several lanes, take them one at a time. Like 
going up or down stairs one step at a time, it is safest and easiest 
to merge one lane at a time. It is very difficult to determine that all 
the lanes are free and safe to cross. If you wait until all the lanes are 
clear, you can tie up traffic and even cause a crash.

Space To Cross Or Enter

When you cross traffic, you need a large enough gap to get all the way across the 
road. When you enter traffic, you need enough space to turn and get up to speed.

• 	 When you cross traffic, you need room to get all the way across. 
Stopping halfway across is only safe when there is a median divider 
large enough for your vehicle. Do not stop on a divider where part of 
your vehicle is sticking out into traffic.
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• 	 If you are turning left, make sure there are no vehicles or pedestrians 
blocking your path. You do not want to be caught waiting for a path 
to clear while stuck across a lane that has oncoming vehicles coming 
towards you.

• 	 Even if you have the green light, do not start across the intersection 
if there are vehicles blocking your way. If you are caught in the 
intersection when the light changes to red, you will block other 
traffic. You can get a ticket for blocking an intersection.

• 	 Never assume another driver will share space with you or give you 
space. For example, do not turn just because an approaching vehicle 
has a turn signal on. The driver may plan to turn after passing your 
vehicle or may have forgotten to turn the signal off from a prior turn. 
This is particularly true of motorcycles as their signals often do not 
cancel by themselves. Wait until the other driver actually starts to 
turn and then go if it is safe to do so.

• 	 When you cross railroad tracks, make sure you can cross without 
having to stop on the tracks.

Space To Pass

Whenever signs or road markings permit you to pass, you will have to judge 
whether you have enough room to pass safely. Do not count on having enough 
time to pass several vehicles at once. Be safe. As a general rule only pass one 
vehicle at a time.

• 	 Oncoming vehicles – At a speed of 55 mph, you need about 10 
seconds to pass. That means you need a 10-second gap in oncoming 
traffic and sight distance to pass. You must judge whether you will 
have enough space to pass safely.

	 At 55 mph you will travel over 800 feet in 10 seconds, as will an 
oncoming vehicle. That means you need over 1600 feet or about 
one-third of a mile to pass safely. It is hard to judge the speed of 
oncoming vehicles at this distance. They do not seem to be coming 
as fast as they really are. A vehicle that is far away generally appears 
to be standing still. In fact, if you can actually see that it is coming 
closer, it may be too close for you to pass. If you are not sure, wait to 
pass until you are sure that there is enough space.

• 	 Hills and curves – You have to be able to see at least one-third of a 
mile or about 10 seconds ahead. Anytime your view is blocked by a 
curve or a hill, you should assume that there is an oncoming vehicle 
just out of sight. Therefore, you should treat a curve or a hill as you 
do an oncoming vehicle. This means you should not start to pass if 
you are within one-third of a mile of a hill or curve.

• 	 Intersections – It is dangerous to pass where a vehicle is likely to 
enter or cross the road. Such places include intersections, railroad 
crossings, and shopping center entrances. While you are passing, 
your view of people, vehicles, or trains can be blocked by the vehicle 
you are passing. Also, drivers turning right into the approaching lane 
will not expect to find you approaching in their lane. They may not 
even look your way before turning.

• 	 Lane restrictions – Before you pass, look ahead for road conditions 
and traffic that may cause other vehicles to move into your lane. You 
might lose your space for passing because of:
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• 	 People or bicyclists near the road.

• 	 A narrow bridge or other situation that causes reduced lane 
width.

• 	 A patch of ice, pot hole, or something on the road.

• 	 Space to return – Do not pass unless you have enough space to 
return to the driving lane; do not count on other drivers to make 
room for you.

• 	 Railroad grade crossing – Do not pass if there is a railroad grade 
crossing ahead.

Before you return to the driving lane, be sure to leave enough room between 
yourself and the vehicle you have passed. When you can see both headlights of 
the vehicle you just passed in your rearview mirror, it is safe to return to the driving 
lane.

Space For Special Situations

There are certain drivers and other road users to which you should give extra 
room. Some are listed below.

Those who cannot see you – Anyone who cannot see you may enter your path 
without knowing you are there. Those who could have trouble seeing you include:

• 	 Drivers at intersections or driveways whose view is blocked by 
buildings, trees, or other vehicles.

• 	 Drivers backing into the roadway, or backing into or pulling out of 
parking spaces.

• 	 Drivers whose windows are covered with snow or ice, or are steamed 
up.

• 	 Pedestrians with umbrellas in front of their faces or with their hats 
pulled down.

People who are distracted – Even when others can see you, allow extra room 
or be extra cautious if you think they may be distracted. People who may be 
distracted include:

• 	 Delivery persons.

• 	 Construction workers.

• 	 Children or drivers who are not paying attention.

People who may be confused – People who are confused may cause an unsafe 
situation. People who may be confused include:

• 	 Tourists or others who do not seem to know where they are going.

• 	 Drivers who slow down for what seems like no reason.

• 	 Drivers looking for street signs or house numbers.

Drivers in trouble – If another driver makes a mistake, do not make it worse. For 
example, drivers who pass you when they do not have enough room. Slow down 
and let them return to the drive lane safely. If another driver needs to suddenly 
change lanes, slow down and let them merge. These gestures will keep traffic 
moving smoothly and safely and help you avoid a crash.
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BE IN SHAPE TO DRIVE
Driving safely is not always easy. In fact it is one of the most complex things that 
people do. It is also one of the few things we do regularly that can injure or kill us. 
It is worth the effort to be a careful driver.

Being a safe driver takes a lot of skill and judgment. This task is even more difficult 
when you are just learning to drive. Driving can easily take every ability you have. 
If anything happens so you are not up to your ability, you may not be a safe 
driver. Your ability to be a safe driver depends on being able to see clearly, not 
being overly tired, not driving while on drugs or drinking alcohol, being generally 
healthy, and being emotionally fit to drive. In other words, being in “shape” to 
drive safely.

Vision

Good vision is a must for safe driving. You 
drive based on what you see. If you cannot 
see clearly, you will have trouble identifying 
traffic and road conditions, spotting potential 
trouble, or reacting in a timely manner.

Vision is so important that Delaware requires 
that you pass a vision screening before you 
get a driver license. To pass this screening 
you must have at least 20/40 vision in at 
least one eye, with or without corrective 
lenses. Those with 20/50 vision are restricted 
to daylight driving only.

Other important aspects of vision are:

• 	 Side vision - You need to see “out the 
corner of your eye.” This lets you spot 
vehicles and other potential trouble 
on either side of you while you look 
ahead. Because you cannot focus on things to the side, you also 
must use your side mirrors and glance to the side if necessary.

• 	 Judging distances and speeds - Even if you can see clearly, you still 
may not be able to judge distances or speeds very well. You are not 
alone; many people have problems judging distances and speeds. 
It takes a lot of practice to be able to judge both. It is especially 
important in knowing how far you are from other vehicles, judging 
safe gaps when merging and when passing on two-lane roads, or 
when judging the speed of a train before crossing railroad tracks 
safely.

• 	Night vision - Many people who can see clearly in the daytime 
have trouble seeing at night. It is more difficult for everyone to 
see at night than in the daytime. Some drivers have problems with 
glare while driving at night, especially with the glare of oncoming 
headlights. If you have problems seeing at night, don’t drive more 
than is necessary and be very careful when you do.

Seeing well is important to safe driving. You should have your eyes checked every 
year or two by an eye specialist. You may not realize you have poor vision until 
your eyes are tested. If you need to wear glasses or contact lenses for driving, 
remember to:
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• 	 Always wear them when you drive, even if it is only to run down 
to the corner. If your driver license says you must wear corrective 
lenses and you do not and you happen to be stopped, you could get 
a ticket.

• 	 Try to keep an extra pair of glasses in your vehicle. If your regular 
glasses are broken or lost, you can use the spare pair to drive safely. 
This also can be helpful if you do not wear glasses all the time as it is 
easy to misplace them.

• 	 Avoid using dark glasses or tinted contact lenses at night, even if 
you think they help with glare. They can cut down the light that you 
need to see clearly.

Hearing

Hearing can be helpful to safe driving. The sound of horns, a siren, or screeching 
tires can warn you of danger. Hearing problems, like bad eyesight, can come on so 
slowly that you do not notice it. Drivers who know they are deaf or have hearing 
problems can adjust and be safe drivers. These drivers learn to rely more on their 
vision and tend to stay more alert. Studies have shown that the driving records 
of hearing-impaired drivers are just as good as those drivers with good hearing.

Fatigue

You cannot drive as safely when you are tired as when you are rested. You do not 
see as well, nor are you as alert. It takes you more time to make decisions, and you 
do not always make good decisions. You can be more irritable and can get upset 
more easily. When you are tired, you could fall asleep behind the wheel and crash, 
injuring or killing yourself or others.

There are things you can do to help from getting tired on a long trip, such as:

• 	 Try to get a normal night’s sleep before you leave.

• 	 Do not leave on a trip if you are already tired. Plan your trips so you 
can leave when you are rested.

• 	 Do not take any medicine that can make you drowsy.

• 	 Eat lightly. Do not eat a large meal before you leave. Some people 
get sleepy after they eat a big meal.

• 	 Take breaks. Stop every hour or so or when you need to. Walk 
around, get some fresh air, and have some coffee, soda, or juice. The 
few minutes spent on a rest break can save your life. Plan for plenty 
of time to complete your trip safely.

• 	 Try not to drive late at night when you are normally asleep. Your 
body thinks it is time to go to sleep and will try to do so.

• 	 Never drive if you are sleepy. It is better to stop and sleep for a few 
hours than to take a chance you can stay awake. If possible, switch 
driving tasks with another driver so you can sleep while they drive.

Drinking And Driving

Nationally, alcohol is involved in about 28% of the traffic crashes in which someone 
is killed. If you drink alcohol, even a little, your chances of being in a crash are 
much greater than if you did not drink any alcohol.

No one can drink alcohol and drive safely, even if you have been driving for many 
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years. New drivers are more affected by alcohol than experienced drivers, because 
they are still learning to drive.

Drinking alcohol and then driving is dangerous. The penalties are very tough. 
People who drive after drinking risk heavy fines, higher insurance rates, loss of 
license, and even jail sentences. Penalties in Delaware are summarized in the 
Alcohol, Drugs, and Driving paragraph in Section Two of this manual.

Health

Many health problems can affect your driving— a bad cold, infection, or virus. Even 
little problems like a stiff neck, a cough, or a sore leg can affect your driving. If you 
are not feeling well and need to go somewhere, let someone else drive.

Some conditions can be very dangerous:

• 	Epilepsy - So long as it is under medical control, epilepsy generally is 
not dangerous. In Delaware those persons who are subject to loss of 
consciousness due to disease of the central nervous system must be 
certified that the infirmity is under sufficient control to permit them 
to drive safely.

• 	Diabetes - Diabetics who take insulin should not drive when there 
is any chance of an insulin reaction, blackout, convulsion, or shock. 
Such a situation could result from skipping a meal or snack or from 
taking the wrong amount of insulin. It also might be a good idea to 
have someone else drive for you during times when your doctor is 
adjusting your insulin dosage. If you have diabetes, you also should 
have your eyes checked regularly for possible night blindness or 
other vision problems.

• 	Heart condition - People with heart diseases, high blood pressure, 
or circulation problems or those in danger of a blackout, fainting, 
or a heart attack should not get behind the wheel. If you are being 
treated by a doctor for a heart condition, ask if the condition could 
affect your ability to drive safely.

Emotions

Emotions can have a great effect on your driving safely. You may not be able to 
drive well if you are overly worried, excited, afraid, angry, or depressed.

• 	 If you are angry or excited, give yourself time to cool off. If necessary 
take a short walk, but stay off the road until you have calmed down.

• 	 If you are worried, feeling down, or are upset about something, try 
to keep your mind on your driving. Some have found listening to the 
radio helps.

• 	 If you are impatient, give yourself extra time for your driving trip. 
Leave a few minutes early. If you have plenty of time, you may not 
tend to speed or do other things that can cause you to get a traffic 
ticket or cause a crash. Don’t be impatient waiting for a train to cross 
in front of you. Driving around lowered gates or trying to beat the 
train can be fatal.
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VEHICLE EMERGENCIES
There is always a chance of a vehicle problem while driving. You should follow the 
recommended maintenance schedule listed in the your vehicle’s owner manual. 
Following these preventive measures greatly reduces the chance your vehicle will 
have a problem. Possible vehicle failures and what you can do if they happen are 
listed below.

Steering Wheel Locking Device

Never turn your vehicle’s ignition to the “lock” position while it is still in motion. 
This will cause the steering to lock if you try to turn the steering wheel, and you 
will lose control of your vehicle.

Brake Failure

If your brakes stop working: 

• 	 Pump the brake pedal several times. This will often build up enough 
brake pressure to allow you to stop.

• 	 If that does not work, use the parking brake. Pull on the parking 
brake handle slowly so you will not lock the rear wheels and cause a 
skid. Be ready to release the brake if the vehicle does start to skid.

• 	 If that does not work, start shifting to lower gears and look for a safe 
place to slow to a stop. Make sure the vehicle is off the roadway. Do 
not drive the vehicle without brakes.

If your brakes are wet:

• 	 After driving through deep water you should test your brakes. They 
may pull to one side or not hold at all.

• 	 To dry brakes, put your car in low gear, drive slowly, and tap/apply 
brakes lightly.

• 	 Test every 200 feet, continuing until braking action returns to 
normal.

Running Off The Pavement

Running off the pavement causes serious crashes. To avoid doing so, be attentive. 
If you run off the pavement or are forced off:

• 	 Don’t panic.

• 	 Don’t jam on the brakes. Brake carefully or not at all.

• 	 Take your foot off the accelerator.

• 	 Grip the steering wheel tightly as the unusual stress may twist it from 
your hands.

• 	 Don’t try to get back onto the pavement until you have your vehicle 
under control, your speed is reduced to 15 mph or less, and you have 
looked for traffic behind you. Then turn the front wheels sharply 
toward the pavement. Be careful not to cross the center line.
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Tire Blowout

If a tire suddenly goes flat:

• 	 Hold the steering wheel tightly and keep the vehicle going straight.

• 	 Slow down gradually. Take your foot off the gas pedal and use the 
brakes lightly.

• 	 Do not stop on the road if at all possible. Pull off the road in a safe 
place.

Power Failure

If the engine dies while you are driving:

• 	 Keep a strong grip on the steering wheel. Be aware that the steering 
wheel may be difficult to turn, but you can turn it.

• 	 Pull off the roadway. The brakes should still work, but you may have 
to push very hard on the brake pedal.

Headlight Failure

If your headlights suddenly go out:

• 	 Try the headlight switch a few times.

• 	 If that does not work, put on the emergency flashers, turn signals, or 
fog lights if you have them.

• 	 Pull off the road as soon as possible.

Gas Pedal Sticks

The motor keeps going faster and faster:

• 	 Keep your eyes on the road.

• 	 Quickly shift to neutral.

• 	 Pull off the road when safe to do so.

• 	 Turn off the engine.
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Fire
• 	 If smoke comes from under the hood, get off the roadway.

• 	 If no chemical fire extinguisher is available, use dirt or sand to smother 
the fire. Do not use water – burning gas will float on it and spread the fire.

• 	 If a fire gets out of control, move at least 100 feet away from the 
vehicle as the gas tank may explode.

Stalling On Railroad Tracks
• 	 Look both ways for trains. If none are coming, try to restart your 

vehicle. If it does not start, or you are not sure whether a train is 
coming, get out and move away from your vehicle.

• 	 If there is a train coming, get out and move away from the tracks. 
Get as far away as you can, and run in the general direction the train 
is coming from, so that debris from the collision will not hit you.

AVOIDING COLLISIONS
When it looks like a collision may happen, many drivers panic and fail to act. In 
some cases they do act, but they do something that does not help to reduce the 
chance of the collision. There is almost always something you can do to avoid the 
crash or reduce the impact of the crash. In avoiding a collision, drivers have three 
options: stop, turn, or speed up.

Stopping Quickly

Many newer vehicles have an ABS (Anti-lock Braking System). Be sure to read the 
vehicle’s owner manual on how to use the ABS. The ABS system will allow you to 
stop without skidding. In general, if you need to stop quickly:

With ABS

• 	 Press on the brake pedal as hard as you can and keep pressing on it.

• 	 You might feel the brake pedal pushing back when the ABS is 
working. Do not let up on the brake pedal. The ABS system will only 
work with the brake pedal pushed down.

Without ABS

• 	 You can cause the vehicle to go into a skid if you brake too hard.

• 	 Apply the brakes as hard as you can without locking them.

• 	 If the brakes lock up, you will feel the vehicle start to skid. Quickly let 
up on the brake pedal.

• 	 As soon as the vehicle stops skidding, push down on the brake pedal 
again. Keep doing this until the vehicle has stopped.

Turning Quickly 

In most cases, you can turn the vehicle quicker than you can stop it. You should 
consider turning in order to avoid a collision.

Make sure you have a good grip with both hands on the steering wheel. Once you 
have turned away or changed lanes, you must be ready to keep the vehicle under 
control. Some drivers steer away from one collision only to end up in another. 
Always steer in the direction you want the vehicle to go.
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With ABS - One aspect of having ABS is that you can turn your vehicle while braking 
without skidding. This is very helpful if you must turn and stop or slow down.

Without ABS - If you do not have ABS, you must use a different procedure to 
turn quickly. You should step on the brake pedal, then let up and turn the steering 
wheel. Braking will slow the vehicle, put more weight on the front tires, and allow 
for a quicker turn. Do not lock up the front wheels while braking or turn so sharply 
that the vehicle can only plow ahead.

Remember that generally it is better to run off the road than to crash head-on into 
another vehicle.

Speeding Up

Sometimes it is best or necessary to speed up to avoid a collision. This may happen 
when another vehicle is about to hit you from the side or from behind and there 
is room to the front of you to get out of danger. Be sure to slow down once the 
danger has passed.

Dealing With Skids

Any road that is safe under normal conditions can 
be dangerous when it is wet or has snow or ice on it. 
High speeds under normal conditions also increase 
the possibility of a skid if you must turn or stop 
suddenly. Skids are caused when the tires can no 
longer grip the road. As you cannot control a vehicle 
when it is skidding, it is best not to cause your vehicle 
to skid in the first place. Skids are caused by drivers 
traveling too fast for conditions.

If your vehicle begins to skid:

• 	 Stay off the brake. Until the vehicle slows, 
your brakes will not work and could cause you 
to skid more.

• 	 Steer. Turn the steering wheel in the direction 
you want the vehicle to go. As soon as the 
vehicle begins to straighten out, turn the 
steering wheel back the other way. If you do 
not do so, your vehicle may swing around in 
the other direction and you could start a new 
skid.

• 	 Continue to steer. Continue to correct your 
steering, left and right, until the vehicle is 
again moving down the road under your 
control.

PROTECT YOURSELF IN COLLISIONS
You may not always be able to avoid a collision. Try everything you can to keep 
from getting hit. If nothing works, try to lessen any injuries that could result from 
the crash. The most important thing you can do is to use your lap and shoulder 
belts. Besides your safety belts, there are a couple of other things that could help 
prevent more serious injuries.
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Hit From The Rear

If your vehicle is hit from the rear, your body will effectively be thrown backwards. Press 
yourself against the back of your seat, and put your head against the head restraint. Be 
ready to apply your brakes so that you will not be pushed into another vehicle.

Hit From The Side

If your vehicle is hit from the side, your body will effectively be thrown towards 
the side that is hit. Air bags may not help in this situation. Your lap and shoulder 
belts are needed to help keep you behind the wheel. Get ready to steer or brake 
to prevent your vehicle from hitting something else.

Hit From The Front

If your vehicle is about to be hit from the front, it is important to try to have a 
“glancing blow” rather than being struck head on. This means that if a collision 
is going to happen, you should try to turn the vehicle. At worst, you will hit with 
a glancing blow; or you might miss it. If your vehicle has an air bag, it will inflate. 
It also will deflate following the crash, so be ready to prevent your vehicle from 
hitting something else. You must use your lap and shoulder belts to keep you 
behind the wheel and to protect you if your vehicle has a second crash.

CRASHES
Do not stop at a crash unless you are involved or if emergency help has not yet 
arrived. Keep your attention on your driving and keep moving, watching for people 
who might be in or near the road. Never drive to the scene of a crash, fire, or other 
disaster just to look. You may block the way for police, firefighters, ambulances, 
tow trucks, and other rescue vehicles.

No matter how good a driver you are, there may be a time when you are involved 
in a crash. If you are involved in a crash, you must stop. If you are involved in a 
crash with a parked vehicle, you must try to locate the owner. If any person is 
injured or killed, the police must be notified. It is a crime for you to leave a crash 
site where your vehicle was involved if there is an injury or death before police 
have talked to you and gotten all the information they need about the crash.

You may want to carry a basic vehicle emergency kit. These kits have emergency 
flares, first aid supplies, and basic tools.

At The Crash Scene

• 	 Stop your vehicle at the crash site. If, after reasonably ascertaining 
that there are no injuries or deaths, and if the damaged vehicle 
is obstructing traffic, the driver of the vehicle must make every 
reasonable effort to move the vehicle or have it moved so as not to 
obstruct the regular flow of traffic more than necessary.

• 	 Do not stand or walk in traffic lanes. You could be struck by  
another vehicle.

• 	 Turn off the ignition of wrecked vehicles. Do not smoke around 
wrecked vehicles. Fuel could have spilled and fire is a real danger.

• 	 If there are power lines down with wires in the road, do not go near 
them.

• 	 Make sure that other traffic will not be involved in the crash. Use 
flares or other warning devices to alert traffic of the crash.
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If Someone Is Injured

•	 Get help. Make sure the police and emergency medical or rescue 
squad have been called. If there is a fire, inform the police when they 
are called.

• 	 Do not move the injured unless they are in a burning vehicle or in 
other immediate danger of being hit by another vehicle. Moving a 
person can make their injuries worse.

• 	 First help anyone who is not already walking and talking. Check for 
breathing then check for bleeding.

• 	 If there is bleeding, apply pressure directly on the wound with your 
hand or with a cloth. Even severe bleeding can almost always be 
stopped or slowed by putting pressure on the wound.

• 	 Do not give injured persons anything to drink, not even water.

• 	 To help prevent an injured person from going into shock, cover them 
with a blanket or coat to keep them warm.

Reporting Crashes

The driver of any vehicle involved in a crash resulting in apparent damage to 
property shall immediately stop such vehicle at the scene of the crash. If the 
damage resulting from such a crash is to the property of the driver only, with no 
damage to the person or property of another, the driver need not stay at the scene 
of the crash but shall immediately report the crash.

The driver of any vehicle involved in a crash resulting in injury or death to any 
person shall immediately stop such vehicle at the scene of the crash. The driver 
shall render aid to any person injured, including the carrying of the injured person 
to a hospital or physician for medical treatment as needed.

Exchange information with other drivers involved in the crash. If there is personal 
property damage, injury, or death, the driver shall provide their name, address, 
vehicle registration number, driver license number, and insurance company and 
the policy number.

Get the names and addresses of all people involved in the crash and any witnesses, 
including the injured persons.

Should the crash involve a parked vehicle, try to find the owner. If you cannot, 
leave a note in a place where it can be seen with information on how the owner 
can reach you and the date and time of the crash.

The driver of any vehicle involved in a crash shall immediately report such crash to 
the police agency which has primary jurisdictional responsibility for the location in 
which the crash occurred:

1.	 When the crash results in injury or death to any person.

2.	When the crash occurs on a public highway, and it results in property 
damage to an apparent extent of $500.00 or more.

3.	When it appears that a crash involves a driver whose physical ability 
has been impaired as a result of alcohol or drug use, and it results in 
property damage to an apparent extent of $1,000.00 or more.

Crash forms are available from most insurance agents. The form on the following 
pages may be useful when reporting a crash.
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Report an Issue

If you have observed a roadway condition that should be addressed immediately, 
such as a traffic signal malfunction, sign damage, debris in the roadway, or an 
improperly set up work zone, please directly contact the DelDOT Transportation 
Management Center (operating 24/7/365) at 302-659-4600, #77 on your cell, or 
through e-mail at deldottmc@state.de.us.   

The Report an Issue form is also available online accessible from the following link 
https://deldot.gov/Traffic/ReportRoadCondition/index.shtml.

 
NOTES
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CRASH REPORTING FORM

Crash Date 	 Time

Street/Hwy./Intersection 	 City 	 State

Police Dept./Sheriff 	 Case # 	 Tickets Issued? Yes/No 

If yes, to whom? 	 Charge

OTHER VEHICLE

Year 	 Make 		  Model

Color 	 License Plate # 	 State

DRIVER OF OTHER VEHICLE

Name	 Age 	 Apparent Injuries? Yes/No 	

Street	 City	 State	 Zip

Home Phone	 Business Phone	 Ext.

Drivers License #/State	 Insurance Carrier		

REGISTERED OWNER OF OTHER VEHICLE

Name			 

Street	 City	 State	 Zip

Home Phone	 Business Phone	 Ext.

Drivers License #/State	 Insurance Carrier		

PASSENGERS IN OTHER VEHICLE

Name			 

Street	 City	 State	 Zip

Home Phone	 Business Phone	 Ext.

Age Sex Ht. Wt. 	 Position in vehicle at time of crash

Injury Type
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PASSENGERS IN OTHER VEHICLE

Name			 

Street	 City	 State	 Zip

Home Phone	 Business Phone	 Ext.

Age Sex Ht. Wt. 	 Position in vehicle at time of crash

Injury Type

WITNESSES

Name	

Street	 City	 State		  Zip

Home Phone	 Business Phone	 Ext.

Name

Street	 City	 State		  Zip

Home Phone	 Business Phone	 Ext.

DESCRIPTION

DRAWINGS
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