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We know your time is
valuapble

« Renew driver's license
and vehicle registration

« Replace sticker or registration
» Change address

» Request driver’s record
» Request vehicle record
« And more...




Dar fallesy Califorrian

All whia use our streats, roads and Feghways most
fllow ard understand the rules of the road
Whether driving a car, matorevele, commernzial
vahicla ar rding a besyele, itis entical wa adbera to
the rules to share the road safely and responsibly

The Califorrua Driver's Handbaok i availakle in
rira languages and affers valuakke infarmation
for Califermians who ara gatting thair drver's leense for the first time ar
seasoned drivers wha wish to update their knowlkedge of trafhe rules.

A drvar's icanse offers tha apporturity to travel to essential seraces, a
favarite vacation spot, edusation, loved ones and more—and to do 5o
wall inte one’s golkden vears. |t also enables truck drivers to transport
gaads and sarvices To suppSr! ur oonamy

The drvers licarnse apgheation can be started from the comifart of home
by wisiting the DAY website at dmvcagov Due to the department’s
expardng anlire services, mast DY transactions can be completed

on this site. Some of these transactions include driver’s lcense renewal,
vabicle ragistration and others. The DV bas bean madarnizing
inferactions with ts custamers, makng Califorrans’ digital expenence
easier, faster ard more corwerent. Try anline first, as it can be a timesaver,

Remember that driving or ridirg is a prvilege, ard above all, safety must
be the priorty. Always buckle up, follew traffic laws, pay attertion to othear
drivers, Beayelsts and pedestrians, ard pul down that cell phone whan
behind the wheal or handlebars. Do not operate a vehicle, motorovele

ar bieyele while distractad or impaired—it could mean the difarance
betwean [fe arnd death.

Wishing vou safe journeys,

Toks Omishakin

Sacretary

Calformia State Transportation Agency
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Disclaimer

This handbook 1s a summary of the laws and regulatons in tha Velucle
Code available at leginfolegislature cagov DMY law erfarcement, and
the courts follow the full, exact language

Contact Us
Send comments or suggestions for this diver’s handbaok to
dmv.cagov/customersarvice.
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DMV SERVICES
Have vour driver's izense or identification (1D} card nurmbser, vehicle
lizense plate rumber, or vehicle identification number [VIN) available.

Online Services
Wehick Registration Benewal at dmv.cagovivrservices

Criver's Lizense Renewal at dmyv.ca.gov/diservices
Office Appointments at dmv.ea.gov/make-an-appointment.
Wisit dmv.ca.govionling to find mary othar onling services.

Kiosk Services
Wisit dmv.ca.govikiosks to find kiosk services and kbcations

Phone Services
Call 1-B00-777-0133%

During Mormal Business Hours:
*  Talktoa DMWY representative

Automated 24/7 Phone Services:
*  Renew vour vehicke registration
+  Make a DMV office appaintrment.

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing, or speach impaired may call
1-BO0-358-4327 for assistance.



SECTION 1. The California Driver’s License

A Califormia driver’s license allows you to dive an public roads.

Bafore you can get a diver’s leense in Califormia, you are reguired
to pass the krowledge and behind-the-wheeal drive tests based on
infarmation in this handbook.

Yo must have the carect license to drive your vehicle type. Most
paaple need a roncommearcial Class C dnver’s loense To operata
commerzsial vehicles, motoroveles, and other types of vehickes, you must
have a different class of licenza,

For informatian an wehicles covered by a Class C visit dmveagov/d|

CARD DESIGNATIONS

REAL ID Driver’s License
Begirning May 2025, vour driver’s license, or identification (ID) card must

be REAL ID compliant if vou use it o

*  Board an airplane for domestic Mights
o Enter miltary bases
+  Enter most federal facilites

Wisit dmv.ca.govirealid to learn more abaut applying for a REAL ID

Driver's Licenses for Undocumented Residents
Calfarma offars driver's licansas for all residents regardless of
imrrigration status. For more infarmation, visit dav.cagovidl

Organ and Tissue Donor
Forinfarmatan, visit denatelFEcalifornia.org

Veterans
Wisit dmwv.ca.goviveterans to learn mare about the reguirements ard
benefits of a Veteran designation

ID Cards

ID zards are issued for identification purposes to aligible parsors of ary
age. They do not parmit you ta drive. To get an 1D, you must previde waur
identity document, residency documents, and social security number,

Wisit dmv.ca.govfid-cards to complete an [D card applicaton and get

infarmation on currant acceptable documents and reduced-fee, no-fea,
or seniar D cards.



SECTION 2. Getting an Instruction Permit and
Drivers License

If wau da not have a driver's license from California or another state, you
must apply far an nstruction permit befare taking the behind-the-wheel
drive test to gat your driver’s licenses.

WHAT You NEED

To apply for an instruction permit or driver's leense, vou must provide:

+  Proof of identity: Proving who you are

+ Two proofs of residency: Proving vou lve i California Exceptions
may apply

+ Legal full name document: Proving yvour current narrs 1f tha name
an yvaur identity decument ard application 3o rot match

+  Soclal security number: Excaptions may apply

For REAL ID requiraments, current acceptable documents, and aligibility,
visit dmvecacgovrealid

REGISTER TO VOTE
For informatian an registenng to vele, vist California Secretary of State at
505.Ca.goV

APPLYING FOR AN INSTRUCTION PERMIT

T apply far a Class © instruction permit

1 Comglete a Diver's Licensa & D Card Apphaation.

2. Prosde your documents

3. Pay a ron-rafurdable application fae

4. Pass vour knowledge testis)

b, Pass avision test

For maore information, visit dmveagovfinstructionpermit for a complete
list of application steps and requirements.



If you are under 18 years old, you will alse need to:

+  Be at least 154 years ald.

«  Complete a driver education program.

*  Hawe a parent or guardian sign 1o approve the apghcation and accapt
firarcial rasponsibility [see Saction 100 1 vaur parents or guardians
share joint custody of you, both must sign

 Wailk bo use vour instruction permit until you start behind-the-wheael
driver training wath an instructor who wll validate the permit

DRIVING SCHOOLS

Driver aducation and driver training are offerad at DhdV-licensed drvng
schaals and some high schaols. Instructors must carry an instructor's (D
card Ask to see it

See the Driver Training Schools page at dmv.ca.gov/driver-ed for more
information about selecting a dnving schaal,

APPLYING FOR A DRIVER'S LICENSE

To get vour driver's license after you have your instruction permit,

you nead to:

*  Practica drving with a Calformia-licensed drivar who is at least 18
waars ald [25 for minors). This parson must sit closa enough to take
cortral af the wehick f needad.

*  Pass a bebind-the-whes| drive test.

If you are under 18 years old, you will alse need to:

»  Be at least 15 years okd

+  Have aninstruction parmit from Calfornia or ancther state for at least
& manths [or burn 18 vears old) before scheduling your behind-the-
wheeal drive test

v Prowve that you completes both drver education ard diver trairang.

*  Practice driving for at least 50 hours with a California-hcensed drwver
wha is at least 25 vears old. Ten hours must be at night.

See the Drivers Lizenses page al dmv.cagov/teendriver for the
complete st of apghcaton steps, requirements, the Parent Teen Drivirg
Cortract, and Drvng Parformance Evaluation (DPE) Score Shaet.



Minor's Restrictions and Exceptions
When yvou are under 18 years ald, your drver's licarnse will ave the ward

prosisional. A5 a provisional driver, vou eannot drive:

Batweaer 11 g and 5 am. dunng the frst 12 months you have your
lizerse.

With passengers under 20 vears old, unless vour parert or guardian
ar ather Califormia-licensed dnver [at least 25 vears ald) rides with
WAL,

For pay or operate vehicles that require a commercial Class & B, or ©
lizerse.

There are exceplions to thesa restrictions if vau

Hawe a medical nead and cannot reasonably fing another way to
travel. You rrust carry a note sgned by vaur physician. The note must
hawve vour medical condition and date vou are expected to recover,
Crive for schaoling or a schoal activity, You must carry a note sigred
by wour school principal, dean, or desigraa.

Must drive for work reasans. You must carry a note signed by vour
emplover. The note must canfirm vaur employment.

hust drve an immediate family meamber. You must carry a nate
sigred by vour parert or legal guardiar. Tha nate must state tha
reasan you nesd to drive, the family member, and date when the
need will end.

NOTE: A parent or guardian may cancel their tean's license by
completing a Bequest for Cancellation or Surrender of a Dnver License

ar 1D Card farm.



SECTION 3. The Testing Process

DRIVER'S LICENSE TESTS
Hera i ar avardiesw af tha driver's loense tesls

1. Vision Test

CibAY tests all applicants to ensure they can sae well enough to drive
safaly I vou take yaur vison tast with coractive or contact kensas, your
driver’s license will have a corrective lanseas rastnction. If yvou do rot pass
waur vigien test, vou will be asked ta have vour eve doctor complete a
Report of Vision Examination (DL 62} form. For more information, visit
dmv.cagovfvision-standards.

2. Enowledge Test

When vau apply for an ariginal driver's license, you must pass a
knowledge test with multiple choce questions. You are allowed three
atternpts to pass bafore wou must reapply. Minors must wait seven days
to retake a failed krowladge test, not including the day of the failure.
When renawing vour driver's icense, elearning may ba an alterrative

testing apton. This is a no-fail, self-paced interactive modulated course
with quizzes after sach madule. The course can be taken on a computer,

laptop, tablet, or maobile device.

Testing options will be avalable orce yvou complete yvour apglhcaton at
dmyv.cagovidl

IMPORTAMNT: You are not allowed to use ary testing aids during
knowledge tests, such as a California Driver's Handbook or cell phore,
3. Behind-the-Wheel Drive Test

Whien vau apply for an ariginal driver's licanzss, you will be tested on your
ability 1o safely drive a vebucle. Upor rerewal drivers with a vision or
medical conditian may be required to take a behind-the-wheel test. The
examinar may gre twa ar marg instructons at one time o determinea

whather vau can understard and properly follow both directions.
For exarmgle, "At the rext street, make a left turn, ard then at the first

intersection maka anothar left turn”
Wisit dmv.ca.gov/make-an-appointment to scheduls a behind-tha-
wheal drive test appaintrment



On the day of your behind-the-wheel test, yvou must bring:

1

2

3

4
B

Your instruction perrmit or driver's licansea [if vou have ane).

Arother Califorria-licansed driver whois at keast 18 vears old (25 for
mirors), urless you ara already heensed 1o drive.

A vehicle that s safe to drive for waur test

Walid proof of insurance and vehicle registration

If wou plar to use a rental vehicle for your drive test your name must
be listed on the rantal contract. The contract must not exclude
behind-the-wheael drive tests.

NOTE: Mirars must wait 14 days to retake a faled behind-the-whaeal
drive test, mot including the day of the falura,

Before you begin, the DMV examiner will ask you to locate and
demonstrate the following:

Driver window - Tha wirdow on the driver sida must apan.
Windshleld - The windshield must allow a full, clear, unblockad view
far you and the DMV examiner. Windshield cracks may postpane your
Lest

Rearview mirrors - At least bwo rearvew mirrars. One of tham must
ba on the left ske of your vekusle

Brake lights - The right ard left brake lights rust be operational,
Tires - The tires must have at least 1732-inch of uniformed tread
dapth The usa of a danut tire is nat allawed dunng a drive test

Foot brake - Thera must be at keast one inch of clearance betweaen
the bottorn of the brake pedal and the Moorboard when depressed.
Horn - Designed for the vehicle, in praper warking cordition, and
krud anough to be haard from a distarce of at least 200 feat.
Emergency (parking brake) - How 1o sat and release the parking
Brake.

Turn/Arm signals

a. Left turm.
b Right turr.
. Slawing dawr ar stoppang

Windshield wipers: control arm or switch - You may be reguired to
shioww they function

Seat belts - All seat belts must work properly and be used by tha
individualls) in the vehicle

NOTE: If vour vehicle does nat meaet the requirements, yaur drive tast
will be raschedulad



Interpreters may be used during the pre-drive inspection for the
idartification and use of cartain contrals in the vebicks but may not
accompany you during the dive test.

Orily the exarmirer 13 allvwed to accompany vau during the drve test.
Exceptions are made for traning, service arimals, and cartain law
enforcarmeant situations.

The use of a recording davica, including a wideo recarder s prabibited
durireg a behind-the-wheeal drive test If the recording device cannat be
powared off or disabled, the apglicant must bleck it sothere is no visual
ar audia recording dunng the drive bast.

Other Things to Know for Your Behind-the-Wheel Test

The drive test is intended to determirne your skill in aperating a motor
wahicla in most read situations and evaluate vour abilities, not the
vahicle’s tachnology. Therefore, advanced driver assistance systems
techralogies, such as automated parallel parking, lane departure, and
adaptve cruise contral, are rat perrmitted during the drive test. Vehicle
safaty technology, such as backup cameras and blind spot manitors, may
be usead on the drive test, but are not a replacemant for an actual visual
check of your mirrars and Blind spats.

Ta wview a sample of the Drivirg Performance Evaluation (DPE) Score
Sheet, visit dmv.ca.govfteendriver For a sample of the Supplemertal/
Area DPE Score Shest, visit dmv.cagovisenions



SECTION 4. Changing, Replacing, and Renewing
Your Drivers License

Changes to Your License

If wau legally change your name or read an update to wour driver’s
lizerse, such as vour physical descrption or gender identity, visit
dmyv.cagovidiservices

Change Your Address

If o mowve, you must notify DY of your new address within ten days
Subrmit a change of addrass online at dmv.ca.govfaddresschange or
by mail. It is your responsibility to ensure DY has your corract mailing
address an record

You do mot autamatically get a rew driver's loense when you change
waur addrass. You may request a replacement for a fea.

Replace or Renew Your Driver's License

It is against the [aw to drive with an expired drivers license. To

renew or replace a last, stalen, or damaged driver’s license, visit
dmv.cagovidiservices If ireligible 1o renaw anline, visit a DY office.

Bafore DY can issue vou a driver’s licensea, you may need to provide
additiarnal proaf of your idantity. Your drver's Ieense and dantity
document may expire on the same date. If 5o, you will be required to
prosvide a vald identity decument. If you are a mirar, your parent or
guardian must sign the application. Once vou recene your replacement
card, your old card 15 ra longer valid. If you find the okd card, destroy it

Extend Your Driver's License
If wau are out-of-state and cannal renaw, yau may request a ane-
vaar extension of your driver's licenza. Before vour driver’s license

expires, submit a request with vour name, driver's license numiber,
barth date, Calfornia residence address, and out-of-state addrass to

di-extensions@dmv.cagov

NOTE: Limited-term driver's licenses are not aligible for this extension.

[5.r]



SECTION 5. An Introduction to Driving

Your health may affect vour driving.

Vision - You must be able to notice hazards in different types of ighting,
judge distarces, adjust to traffic speed, and read road signs

Heardng - You must be able to hear horms, sirens, matoreyeles, or
sereaching tires that may alert you of hazards It is illegal to wear a
headset or earplugs in both ears while driving,

Fatigue and Drowsiness - Can affect yvour vision and increase reastion
time to hazands.

Physical and Mental - You must be alert to quickly decide the correst
coursa of action in any type of traffic situation, ircluding unespectad
anes

Medications - Prascnption and over-the-counter madications can make
wal an unsafe driver. Some medizines can make you sleepy 111 your
responsibility to know the effects of the medications you take,

Health - Physicians are required o report patients, wha are at least 14
vaars ald to DMV for medical conditions that may affect vour ability to
drive safely, such as lapse of consciousness

Controlling the Vehicle
To contrel your vehicle, it is critical to keep both hands on the wheel
wharevar possible.

Hand-to-Hand Steering [(Push/Pull)
To use this steering wheel mathod

1 Start with vour hards at & and 3 oclock or B and 4 a'clock.
2. Do not cross your hands over the middle of the steenng wheel
4. Feep your hands in thase positions, evern when making tums

-



Hand-Owver-Hand Steering

Use this steernng wheel rmathod whear yvou turn at low speeds, park, or
naed to recover fram a skid. To use this mathod

1. Start with yaur kards at B and 4 aclock.

2. Reach across the steernrg wheal 1o grasp tha oppasite side

3. Let go of the stearing wheel with your ather hard

4. Reach across the arm still holding the wheel, grip the wheel, and pull

g
One-Hand Steering

There are anly two situations that may require steanng with ore hand

When vau are urring whike backing up to see whera vou are gaing
behind vou. Place yaur hand at the 12 otlack position on the steanng
wheel,

» When yau are operating vehicla cortrols that require you to remave a
hand fram the steering whesl

SIGMALS, HORNS, AND HEADLIGHTS
Your signals, horm, and headlights are important for communicating with
athar drivers, pedastrians, ard bicyelists

Signaling

Always signal when you turm, chargea lanes, slow down, or stop

Yo can signal usng vour vehicke's signal ights or using hand-and-arm
pasitians. [ yaur ignal ights are not furctoning, or Bright sunlght makes
waur sigral ights bard to see, uss the hand-and-arm signals shown in the
image bealow

Left Turn Right Turn Slaw or Stop

Bicyalists may skgnal a turm with thair arm bald straight out, pointing in
the direction they plar ta turm.



Yo should signal:

+  Af keast 100 feat before ywou tum.

+  Before every lane charge.

* Al keast five secands befara yvou charge lanes on a freaway

v Bafore pulling raxt 1o the curt or away fram tha curks.

+  Evan when you do not see other vehicles arourd you

 When vou are almest through the infersection of you plan to turn
shorthy after crassing the intarsection.

Remember to turr off your signal when vou no longer need it

Using Your Horn
Use your vehicle's horm 1o let other drivers know you are there or wam
athars af a hazard. Use your horm B

«  Avaid collisons.
* Alert oncarming traffic on marrow mountain roads whara yau cannot
see al least 200 feet ahaad.

Using Your Headlights

Your vehicle's haadlights help vou see what s in front of vou, They alss
make it easier for other drivers 1o see vour vehicle. Dim yvour high-beam
headiights to kw beams within 500 feat of a vehicke coming toward you
ar wathun 300 faat of a vehlick vou are following. It iz illegal to drive using
anly parking lights. Uss vaur keadlights:

o When it is too dark to see fram 1000 fest away.

*  Baginning 30 minutes after sunset

Until 20 minutes before sunnse

*  |madverse weather If you need 1o use your waindshield wipers due ta
fag, rair, or srow, you must turn o your low-beam Feadlights.

«  When conditions {such as clouds, dust, smake, or fog) prevent vou
from seeing other vehicles.

« O mourtain reads and tunnels feven on sunny days)

 When aroad sgn states that headlights must be on

*  To halp other drivers sea vour vehicke, espacially whar the sun is low
an the horzon



Using Your Emergency Flashers
If vau can see a collison or hazard abead warm drivers behind yvou using
these methods

Turn on yaur emargensy flashars,
Lightly tap vour brake pedal three ar four times.
Use a hand signal when slowirg and stopping.

If wou need 1o stop because of vehicke trouble:

(=

Turn on yaur emargeray flashars. I vour vahicla does rot have
ermergency Mashers, use your turn sigrals.

If possible, pull off the road away from all traffic.

If yau cannot gat complataly off the road, stop where paople can saa
wau and your vebusle fram babird.

Do nat stop just over a hill or just around a curve. Other drivers may
not sea yvour vahicle in bime to avoid a collision

Call for amergancy roadside assistance and stay in your vahicla until
halp arrmsas.



SECTION 6. Navigating the Roads

TRAFFIC LANES
A traffic lana s a section of read for a single line of traffic.

Lane Markings
Lare markings on road surfaces help drvers know which part of the rosed

te usa ared understand traffis rules.

Single Solid Yellow Line
A sirgle solid vallow line marks the center of a road with bwa-way traffic.

Do not pass a vehicke in front of vou if thera is anly one lane of traffic
going your direstion and a solid vellow line on your side of the road.

Double Solid Yellow Lines

Do naot pass over doukle solid
vallow Ines. Stay ta the nght of
these lines unlass you are

*  |na high-ococupancy vehicle
{HOW) carpool lana that has a
designated entrance on the
kaft.

*  [Pstructed by construction or other signs to drive on the other ade of
the road bacausa your sxda s closed o blocked.

»  Turning keft across a single set of double yellow lines to enter or axit a
drivesay or private road or make a U-turr,

T sets of solid double vellow lines spaced twao or mara feat apart are
considered a barner. Do mot drve on or over this barmer, make a left tum,
of make a U-turn across it except at designated openings.

Broken Yellow Line
A broken vellow line indicates vou may pass if the broken Ine is next to
waur driving lare, Only pass when it is safe

Single Solid White Line
A sirgle solid white lire marks traffic lanes goirg in the same direction.
This includes one-way streets.

13



Double Solid White Lines

Dauble solid white ines irdicate a lanse barmier batwaen a regular use
ard a preferential usa lars, such as a carpoal [HOV) lana. You may also
see double solid white lires in or near freeway on and off ramps. Never
change lanes over double solid white lines. Wait urtil vou see a single
broken white line

Broken White Lines
Broken white lines separate traffic lanes on roads with two or more lanes
in the sarmea directian.

End of Lane Markings

Ending freeway and street lanes are usually

marked with large broken lires. If you ara
drivifg in a lana marked with broken lines, be 1/4 MILE
prepared 1o axit the freeway or for the lane

toend. Look for a ggn that tells wou to exit or
merge.

Yield Line

A viald ine is a line of solid white tnangles
that shaws approaching vehicles whera 1o
viald or stop. Tha tnangles pairt towards
approaching vehiclas

!lrl!r‘r'!l'!l'




Choosing a Lane

Traffic lanes ara aftan
referred to by number. The
keft for fast) lane is called the
Mumber 1 Larna. Thea larme to
the nghkt of tha Numbser 1
Lara 15 called the Mumber 2 Lane Thar the Mumber 3 Lana, els.

Hera ara some tips for choosing a lars:

e the keft lare to pass or turm kaft.
o e the nght lare to ertar or exit traffic or whan you ertar the road
from a aurb ar skauldear

mple of numbered trafic |anes.

Changing Lanes

Bafore you change lanes:

«  Signal

*  Check your mirrors.

»  Check fraffic bebind and beside vou.

v Lok over your shoukdar in the direction vau plan to move to makea
sura tha lame s claar,

+  Check your Blind spots for other vehicles, motareyelists, and
bicychsts. Do not ket the vehicle drift into anather lare,

*  Be sure thare 15 enough space for yaur vehicle in the naxt lame It iz
not necessary to slow down before a larne change.

Stay in one lana as much as possibla. Do mot weave i and out of traffic.

Last minute lane or direction changes may increase the risk of collizons

Once yau start movieg through an intersection, keep gaing. If vau start

tor make a turn, follow through. If you miss a turn, keap driving until yau
can safaly ard legally turm arouwnd.

Types of Lanes

Passing Lanes
O a multilanea road, the passang lare (far left lare) s the lane closast to
the canter divider and is used to pass other vehicles,

Carpool/High-Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) Lanes
Ar HOW lare 15 a special lare reservad for carpools, buses,
motoreyckes, or lw-amission vahicles with decals. To use an

HOY lana, ore of these must apply “




*  You have a certain number of people in your vehicle. Thare will be
sigris at the ar-ramp ar along the roesd 1 tall yau the minimem
rdmber of paople. Road signs alss st the baurs when tha HOWV rules
apply

Yoo are drivieg a low emission or 2ero emission vehdsle. You must
display a special DWV-issued decal

»  You are ndirg a motorcycke {unless otherwise postad)

The road surface inan HOW lane is marked with a diamand symibal and

the words Carpoal Lane. Do not arass aver daubla sobd lines to enter or

exit arn HOV [ane. Use designated enfrances and axits

Center Left Turn Lanes
A center left turm lame is locatad in tha middle of a two-way street. [t is
marked on bath sides by twa painted lines. The inmer line s broken and
the outer line is solid Use the center laft turn lane to prepare for and
makea a kaft turr ar U-turn It 15 mot a regular traffic lane or passing lana,
Yau may anly drve for 200 feet in the canter
kaft turm lare. To turn laft from this lane:

v Loak for other vehicles carming toward you
in the canter left turm lane

+ Sgnal
Lok over your shoukdar ta check your Blind
spats

+  Merge completely into the center left turn
lare 0 vou da not block traffic.
Turn when it is safe

Tumout Areas or Lanes
Some two-lane roads have special turnout areas or lanes

SLOWER
Marge into these areas or lanes to allow cars benind you 1o TRAFEIC
pass, USE
You must use a turnout area or lane 1o let sther vahickes TURKOUTS

pass whan you arg drving slowly ana beo-lars read, where
passing s unsafe, and there are five or more vehicles fallowing vou

L=



Bicycle Lanes

Bicyele lanas are for bieyelists only and run alangside vahicle traffic,
They ara typically marked by a single salid white lire and sigrs. They are
somatimes painted bright green to make them gasier to sea

It is illegal ta drive i a bicyale lana unless you are

*  Parkireg twhere parmithed).

»  Entenng ar laaving the roasd

*  Turning fwithin 200 feet of an intersection)

There ara multiple typeas of bike lares and markirgs:

+ Bike lane: Establishad along streets adiacent to vebucla traffic.
Typically marked by a single salid white lire that turms into a dash-line
naar an intarsachion.

» Buffered bike lane: Use: chevrons or diagaonal markings o provda
greater segaration from traffic and or-streeat parking.

« Bike route: Usas bike route signs and shared road markings to
designate a preferred route for bicyelists on streets shared with
wahicla traffic,

+ Bicyele boulevard: Priontizes bicyele travel on streets shared with
wahicla traffic,

+ Separated bikeway: |5 physically separated from mator vehicle traffic
ard for exclusive use of bioyelists. They are also known as a oyole
track or protected bike lares. The separation may include flexible
pasts, grade separation, inflexible barners, or an-street parking

+ Shared roadway bicycle markings: Alert
darivers that Beyalists can ocoupy the lans
and help bieyelists maintain a safe lane
position in traffc.

NOTE: Check vour blind spats before entering

a bike lane. IFvou drive a motorized bicvele

use caution o avaid ather bicychists. Travel at
areasonable speed ard do not endanger the

safaty of other bicyalists

Example of shared roadway.
Three (3) feet of distance
et be maintsined
between the car and cyelist



TURNS
Right Turns

T make a right turn

Crive close to the right edge of the
road.

= |f a designated nght turm lane iz
available, enter at the apering.

= fou can drive in a bike lane
withir 200 feat fram the turrm Check for bicyehsts inyour Blind
spats

Watch for padestrians, bicychsts, or matareyclists betweean your

vahicle ard the curb.

Start gignaling about 100 feet bafore the turn

Lok awer your nght shouksar and reduce your speed

Stop behind the imit ina, A limit line s a wide white ine that shiows

the drivers where 1o stop before an intersection or crosswalk. If there

i5 na limit line, stop before vou enter the crosswalk. If there is no

crasswalk, stop bafore ywou anter the intersaction

Lok Bath ways (laft-right-left) and turnwhen it s safa.

Compglate your turm in the nght lane. Do rot turnwide into another

lare.

Example of a right turn.

Right Turn Against a Red Light
Yo may turr right at a red light after a complete stop unkess there s a
MO TURK OM RED sign. Follow the same steps listed abowve for right turms

Right Turn Against a Red Arrow
Yo may nat urrn aght if vou are stopped at a red arrow light. Wait until
the light changes to green before making yvour turn.

Right Turn at a Public Transit Bus Lane

It i5 illegal to drive, stop, park, o leave a vehicke in an area designated for
public transit buses. Signs will be posted to indicate the lanes are for bus
anly use. Howaver, you may cross a bus lane 1o make a right turm



Right Turn onte a Read with a Dedicated Lane
A dadicated nght turn lane does nat
merge into another lane and allows yvou
to make a nght turm without stapping.
Yo may make your furn even if there

i5 a red light for vehicles gaing strarght
through the intersaction. If there s a
traffiz light or ggn an the nght curk of
the night turm lane, vou must obey that
light ar =g, Alvays vield to pedestrians
i a arasswalk whan turmirg

Left Turns
T ture laft:

*  Drive close to the centar divicler
ar irte Tha kaft turm larse.

= Enter a desigrated left turm
lare at the opening. Do nat
cross ary sohd lire.

= Enter a two-way center left turn lane within 200 feet of the turn
Respect tha right-af-way of any vahicla, bicyelist, or motoreychst
already in the [ane. Always viald to pedestrians.

+  Start signahng 100 feet balore the turm.
*  Loaok over vour keft shoulder and reduce yvour speed
+  Stop behind the limit ine. If there is no lirmit ling, stop balare you
enter the crasswalk If there s ro crosswalk, stop before you enter the
intersection.
*  Loak both ways laft-right-left) and begin your turn when it iz safe.
*  Proceed into the intersection while turring to complete waur turm in
the left lane.
[oonot urn the steerirg whieeal too scan and entar the lana of
ancoming vehicles.
= Keep your wheels pointed straight ahead until it is safe to start
waur turn I vour wheals are pointad to the left and a vahicls hits
wau from bBehind, vou could be pushed into orcoming trathc,

Apcelerate smoothly dunng ard after the tum.
+  Allow the steering wheel to straighten in the new lane.

Example af & lelt wrm.

1%



Left Turn Against a Red Light

You may turm keft against a red light when you ara turrirg frarm a ona-
way street onto a one-way streat. Make sure there 15 no sign prohibiting
the turn Yield to other vehicles, padestnans, or bicyclists whao have a
graan ight. Look both ways and furn when it is safe.

LU-TURNM

A U-turn is when you turm waur wehicke araurd to ga back in the direction
wau came To maka a lU-turn, sighal arnd use the left wrn lane or far-left
lame. You may make a U-turr

Across a double yellow line.

Ir & residantial distnict f no vebicles are approaching you wathin 200
feat.

At an intersection on a green traffic kght or green arrow unkess a O
-TURM sigr 15 pasted

O a divided highway if a center divider opening is provided,

Mever make a L-turm

[
]

Where a WO L-TURM zign 15 posted
Al or an a railroad crossirsg.

O a divided highway by crossing a dvding section, curb, stnp of
lard, or two sets of double vallow lines

When vou cannot see clearly for 200 feet in each direction

O a ane-way straet,

Iri fromt of & fire station. Messer use a fire station driveway to turn
araund

In Busiress districts (the part of a city or town where mast offices and
Dusinesses are)

= Except at anintersection, o an a divided highway where an
apanirg has been providad.



Examples of Turns

The descnptions below refer to the numbers rext 1o the cars in the
images. Watch for pedestrians, motoreyeles, and bicycles betwaen your
vahicle ard the curb. When making turns, there may be signs or armows
that indicate you can turn from or erd iIn more than one lana.

1. Left turn from a two-way street.
Start the wrn in the keft lane I
closast to the middle of the streat.
Ta reduce the risk af collision, erd
the burn ir the left lane closest to
the middle of the street gaing in
waur vahicke's diraction

IIIIIIIIIIII}II.!_JfII
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2. Right turn. Bagin and end the (3]

turr in the larnea closest 1o the nght

edge of the road. Do not swing
wide irle anotbar lane of traffic.

3. Left turn from a two-way street Sl
onto a one-way street. Start the
turn from the lane closest to the
middle of the strest (far-left larea)
If thera ara three or maore lanes in
waur direction of traval, you may
end waur turm iroarny lane that iz IFIRTIBHETIITY

apen.

L
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4. Left turn from a one-way street
onto a two-way street. Start L
the turn from the far-left lane. To : TR
reduce the rizk of collisan, erd the
turr i the left lane closest 1o the
midddle of the strest goirg in yvour
wvahicla's diraction I




5. Left turn from a one-way street ento a
one-way street. Start the turn from the
far-kaft lare. Bicyclsts can legally usa the
kaft turm lare for their left turns. If there are
thres or more lanes inyour direction of
travel, you may end your turn in any lare 0

that i open. . “"“ ;

—
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&.  Right turn from a one-way street onto a
one=-way street. Start the turn in the
far-right lare. If safe, vou may end the turm
in arvy lane.

o
|

7. Turn at a “T" intersection from
a one-way street onto a two-way
straet. Traffic going straight through
the intersaction has the rnght-of-way
Yo may turm aither nght or keft from
the canter lare.

= AETEm

Braking

*  Remove vour faot from the accelerator and allow the vehicke to
slenw dowr. Lightly press the brake until you come to a full stop. Give
yaurself eraugh space and timea to perfarm this maneuwver

«  When stopping at a hmit line, do not erass over the line. If stopging
behind a vehicle, leave anough space 1o see their rear wheels



MERGING AND EXITING

Merging

Highway traffic has the right-of-way. For mare information, see Right-of-
Way Rules Wha Goas First in Section 7 When yvou anter a lighway, you
will meed to

Ba in the proper larsa on the ar-ramp

Ba at or near the spead of traffic.

Mearge into highway traffic wher safe to do so. Do rot stop unless
absolutely necessary.

hMarge into a space large ercugh for your vebucle to safaly jain the
lare.

Use vour mirrars and turm signals.

Turn your head quickly to look over vour shaulder before charging
lares ar marging inta traths.

hake sure you can stop safaly by leaving three saconds of space
betwean yvou and the vehicle in front of you.

Make sure vou do not eross aver any solid ines when mergirng. If
yau need to cross several lanes, sigral and cross them orse at a timea,
Check your Bind spats for wahickes, matarcyalists, Bkeyehsts, and
pedestnans each time.

Exiting
To axit a highway safehy

Krow yaur exit and be aware of whan it is approaching.

If vou plar ta change lanes, da so one at a time. Sigral and ook over
waur shaulder ta check yvour blind spats.

When in the proper lane, sigral five seconds (appraxmataly 400 faet)
before you exit.

Make sure you are at a safe spead to exit

D nat cross over ary solid lines when exiting.

oy
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Crossing or Entering Traffic

When entenng traffic from a full stap, sgnal and leave a large enough
space 1o get up 1o the spead of trafhe. To merge, enter, or axit traffic, vou
need a space that s

+  Half a Block on city streets, which is about 180 fest
A full bleck on the highway, which is about 300 feet.

Ewven if yvou have a green light, do not start acrass the intersection if there
are padestrians or vehicles blocking vour pathway.

When turming left, do not assume that an oncorming vehicke with its nght
turn signal an s turning before it reaches you. The diver may bave their

sigral an by mistake or plan to tum just beyand you. Wait for the vehicle
to start its turn bafore beginning the keft turm.

PASSING

Yo must judge whather vau have enough space 1o pass whanever you
approach

*  Ap oncorming vebicle or Bevelist.
A Rill, curve, intersection, or road sbstruction. To safely pass, the hill or
curve shoulkd be at least one-third of a mile ahead.

Bafore vou pass, ook ahead for road corditions that may cause other

wahiclas to move inta your lane

Do not pass:

+  [fyou are approaching a bl or curve and cannot see f other traffic is
approaching. Ths 15 very dangeraus on one ard two lane roads.

 Within 100 feat of an rtersaction, bridge, turinal, railroad crassing, or
other hazardous area.

* At crossroads ard diveways

»  Unless vou have enough space 1o return o vour lane

24



How to Pass

When yvou are goirg to pass on an opan highway:

*  Signal that you plan on passing.

v Look over your shoukdar to check your Blind spats.

*  [Drive into the passing lane.

+  Speedup to pass the vehicle

*  Signal and returs B your ariginal lana.,

Yo may pass on the nght only when

+  Ap open highway has bwa or more [anes gaing inyour direction.

*  The driver ahead of vou is turming left and you can safely pass on the
righit. Mever pass or tha lalt if the drvar is signaling a left turm.

v Yo are on a ore-way streat

Mever drive off the paved o mair-traveled part of the road to pass.

Being Passed
If a velucle is passirg you or signals that thay plan on passing, allow the
vahicle to pass. Maintain your lare position and your spesd.

-
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PARKING

Parallel Parking
Parallel parking is when you park in lire with the
road and other parked vebcles. To parallal park:

1. Find a space. Lock for a space at least
thres feat lorgar than your vehicle Whan .
vau fired a space, turn on your signal to
shiewy that vau plan on parking.

2. Pull up alongside the vehicle in front of
the space. Leave about twa feet betwean
waur vahick and tha vehick nast to you
Stop once your rear bumper is aligned with
the front of vour parking space. Keep your
sigral an.

3. Check your blind spots. Laok ir your
reariaw mirrar and over your shaulder far Jink_
approaching vehicles and pedestnans.

4. Begin backing up. Turn your steanng
whaal to back inta the space at about a
45-dagree angle

5. Straighten out. Bagin turnirg the steernng
whaal away frarm the curb whar your rear
whaal is within 18 inches of the curb. You
may need to pull forward and backward to
straighten aut. Your vehicle should row be
parallal ard wathun 18 inckes aof tha curb

Turn off your vehicle and sat the parking brake. F
Balora wou exit vour vehicle, ook carafully for

passing vehicles, bieyeles, and motorcyclas.

Exit whern safe.

(el KW




Straight Line Backing
T back up in a straight na:

L
2,

3.

Traffic chack. Observe fraffic and check apprognate Blind spats.
Signal. Activata the turm sigral before pulling up to the curb. Cancel
the turn signal once completed.

Check your blind spots. Look in vour rearview mirrar and over yaur
shoukder for approacking wehicles and pedestrians

Begin backing up. Back in a straight ire for three vabicla langths
whike remaining within three feat of the curs. Stay aware of what 15
behind yvou when backing up.

Control. To maintain contral of the vehicle, back at a smooth, safe
spaed and adjust the steanng wheael whan neaded. Practce until
woul can keep the vehicle straight. Repeat steps 1 ard 2 1o pull away
from the curb

Parking on a Hill

When vou park on a hill, your vehicle could roll due 1o equiprment failure,
Remember to st the parking brake and keave the vahicla in park, ar in
gear for manual ransmission. To park:

On a sloping driveway: Downkill Upkill Mo Curb
Turn the wheels so tha
vabicha will ot rell into the
streat, keave the vehicla in
park and sat the parking
Biraka.

Headed downhill: Turm yvaur

Dewnhill: furr tre wheels toward the curb
front wheels into the curb or  Uphdlk turn the wheels away from the curb

rlght tevesard tha side all 1k Me Curlb: turn the wheels weaard the

sheulder of The rosd
read. '

Headed uphllk Turn vour front wheels away from the curb (left-
towvards the center of the road) and let your vehicle rall back a few
inches. The whaal should gently touch the curb

Headed either uphill or downhill when there is ne curb: Turn the
whaals to the right so tha vahicla will rall away from the certer of the
road if the brakes fail.



Parking at Colored Curbs
Pairted colored curbs have spacial parking rulas.

lllegal Parking

White: Stop only long enough o
pck up or drop off passengers.

Greerc Fark for a imited time. The
tirma hmit rmay be posted on skgns or
pairted on the curb

Yellow: Load and unload
passengers ard fraight. Do not stop
kanger than the time posted. If you drive a noncommercial vehicke,
yau are usually required to stay with your vehicle

Red: Mo stopping, standing, or parking. Buses may stop at a red zone
marked for busas onky.

Blue: Parking for a disabled person or somesne drivirg a
disabkad persor with a spacial placard ar special icerse
plate

= To kearn more about disabled
parking placards ard license plates,
visit dmv.ca.gov/disabled-person-
parking.

Mever park or leave your vehicks: Example of crosshatehed

[ ]
v

[diagonal lines) area.
Where a O PARKING sign is posted

O a marked or unmarked crosswalk

On a sidewalk, partially blocking a sidewalk, or in frant of a dnveway,
Withir three feat of a sidewalk ramp for disabled persons.

Ir framt of ar onoa curks that provides wheelcharr access 1o a sidewalk
I the crasshatched [diagonal lires) area next to a desigrated
disabkad parking space.

I & space designated for parking or fueling 2erc-amission vehickes,
urless you are driving a Zara-emisson vahicla,

I & wunrel or on a bridge, unless permitted by signs

Withir 15 feet of a fire lydrant or fire station drivsaway

Withir 20 feet of an unmarked or marked crosswalk, ar within 15 feet
of a crosswalk where a curb extension i presant.

Betweer a safety zore and curb,

Cauble parkad.



O the wrong side of the streat or on a freeway, axcept

= |ran emergency.
= When alaw erforcement officer requires a stop.
= Where a stop 15 specifically parmittad.

If wou must stop on a freeway, park completely off the pavement and stay
in yaur vehicle wath the doors locked urtil help armves. A vehicle that s
stopped, parked, or left starding on a freaway for more than faur kours
may ba remaoved,

Electric Vehicles

Lecal authonties can reserve parking spaces on public
streats for electric vahicle charging. Eﬂ
J

DRIVING GREEN
Maarmize yvour fual afficiency while helping to lower amssions by
fallowing these practices

* Speedup and slow down smoothby. Drve at a steady speed
*  Regularly inflate your tires, get ail changes, and cheack filters
«  Getnd of extra weight in yvour vahicla,

For mare information, visit fueleconomy.gow

LAw ENFORCEMENT STOPS

During a Law Enforcement Stop

Turn onyaur right turn signal o ackrowledge that vou see the officer.

v have completaly anto the right shoukser, evan if in the carpoal/HOV
lare. Stop in a well-lit area when possible.

Turn off your radic.

*  Remain inside your vehicle unless directed to get out by the officer

v Roll down your windaw after stopping vour vahicke and balore the
officer makes contact with vou

*  The driver and all passengers should place their hands in clear view
before the officer makes contact with them,

Law enforcement officers must state the reason for a traffic or
pedestnan stop before they begin ary questioning related ta a anrminal
investigation or tratfic viclation. An excaption is made o an officer
reasanably baleves withholding the reazon is necassary to protect

Iife or progerty from immirent threat The reason for the stop must be
documerited on the traffic etation also known as a traffic tekat issued or
lzw arforcemant report completad for wialating trathe laws



Your Rights During the Enforcement Stop

If an officer asks your permission to do something, vou have a right to
say md. However, if vou say no and the officer says they are going ta do it
arwway, vou do net have a nght o interfere with their actions. For example,
an officar may request to search part or all of your wehicle You have a

right to dachne that request, but the officer may have tha lagal authority

ta search your vehicle under certain circurmstances. If yau do net want the
officer to search your vehicle, you shauld clearly say that vou do not give
yaur permission, but you do not have a nght o resist ar chstruct the officar
if they search waur vehick.

The driver of a stopped vehicle must produce a driver's license,
proof of insurance, and vehicle registration when stopped by law
enforcement. If a driver does net preduce these decurrents, officers
may conduct a mited search for them. An officer may akso request the
narras or identification of passengers. Passengers can dechne that
recquest, but urdar some circumstances thea passengers may be required
ta dentify themsehes. If passengers do not want o produce their
entification, they should clearly say so. Passengers should net interfere
with tha afficers duties in conducting the traffic stop, ard if an afficer
demands dentification, passengers should not intarfare with the officer’s
actions. Duning a traffic stop, an officer can legally require the driver and
all passengers to exit or stay inside the vehicke, If vou are told o exit the
vahick ar stay nsida, yau must do sa.

In Califernia, enly federal law enforcement officers can ask you about
wour immigration status. Calformia law prabibits state and local officars
freem askirg drivars or passengers abaut thair immigration status. If a
Califarnia law enfarcament officer asks vou about your immigration status,
viou can declire to answer



In general, the First Amendment protects the right of drivers and
passengers to record interactions with law enforcement in public
spaces. If vau are recording, you shaukd immediataly make that clear,

Yau do nat have a right tanterfers with the officer’s lawful duties during
the enforcement stop, and you should net reach into concealed areas

b refresve your recording dewcsa without the officer’s parmissian IF your
recardirg] is not interfering with the officers ability ta lawfully da ther job,
an officer cannat confiscate your recording device, delete the recording, or
destroy the device just because wou are uzing i o record. Ingereral vou
also have the nght o deny a request to unleck a callular phone or provide
a passward ta i, though under same crcumstances, such asif you are

an parole, you may have Lo grve permission in response o such reguests.
Firally, ro government emploves can retaliate against vou just because
you recorded samethung in publhic

Even if you believe your rights were viclated, you should not engage
in physical resistance or viclence against the officer. If an officar
does sormathing that you beliewa violates your nghts, you can waice your
abjection, but vou should net physically resist. Evervone has the right to
b sale during a traffic stop. Your safety and the officer’s safety could be
popardmed if the stuation escalates with plwsical resistance or valence

Al members of the public have a right 1o file a complairt against any
law anforcemeant agency, and it 15 against the law for any govermmert
employes 1o retaliate aganst you for Song so.You can file a complaint
with the law anfarcement agency that employs the officer. You

have a right 1o be free from discrimination based on your actual or
parcenad race, sex, colar, athirmcity, national ongin, age, religon, gender
idartity ar exprassian, sexual anantaton, mental or physical disaksiity,
medical conditizn, or citzenship status. You also have other rights
guarantesd by the United States and Califormia Constitutions, as well as
Calfarma and faderal laws When you file a complaint, the agency that
employs the officer must investigate the camplaint. Links to contact
information for Califarria law enforcement agencies can be fourd at

post.eagov/le-agencies.

-]
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DMV KIOSKS

A

Ter convenient
:., sactions

Available at:
Grocery Stores
DMV Offices

ey

-5
TN O TS T,

Find a kiosk near you
V77 4 dmv.na.gnvjkin:ki

[y

l.f Complete your vehicle registration renewal
n.f Receive a replacement registration card or sticker

|.f Submit proof of insurance

n.r‘ File for planned nonoperation (PNO) status

n.f Obtain your driver's record and vehicle record

Additional transactions will continue to be added for processing through the kiosks.



SECTION 7. Laws and Rules of the Road

TRAFFIC CONTROL

Whien at or approaching trafhe sigrals or signs, vield to pedestrians
bizyehists, and other rearby vehicles that may have the right-of-way. Sea

Right of Way Bules Whe Goes First, in this section

Traffic Signals

Solid Red Light
A red trafhe signal light means STOP Youw can turn nght at a red

light, if:
*  There is not a MO TURKN OM RED sign posted.

»  You stop at the stop or imit ine, vield for pedastnans, and turm

whar it s safe

Red Arrow
A red arrows means STOF Do not turm at a red arrow. Bemain
stopped until a grean traffic signal ight or green arrow appears

Flashing Red Light
A flashing red signal iight means STOR After stopping, you may
gowhan it is safe

Solid Yellow Light

A yellow traffic ssgnal light mears CAUTION. The light 1s abaut
to turn red. When you see a vellow traffie signal hght, stag, if you
can do so safely. IFvou cannot stop safely, cautiously cross the
intarsecion.

Yellow Arrow

A vellow arrow means the protected turning time s ending. The
sigral will charge soor If yau cannot stop safely or you are
already in the intersaction, cautioushy complete your turn. Pay
attertion to the rext signal. [t could be a:

o Graan or red traffic sigral ight
*  Red arrow.
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Flashing Yellow Light

A flashing vellow trafic skgnal light is a warning o PFROCEED
WITH CALITION. Slow devwen and be alert. You do not nead to

slap.

Flashing Yellow Arrow

Yo can turm, But vour turm s nat protected fram ather traffic.
Proceed to turr laft after vielding ta oncoming traffic and

proceed wilh cauton.

Solid Green Light

A green traffic signal light means GO You shauld still stop for —
ary vehicle, bioyelist, or pedestrian in the intersaction Only |.'
proceed if yau have enough space withaut creating a danger ta =
arvy oncoming vekusla, bicyelst, or padestnan. Da nat entar the
intersection if you cannot get completely across before the traffic

sigrial light turns red

Green Arrow

A green arrow maans GO in the direction tha arrow i pointing

The green arrow allows you to make a protected turm. -||
COrcoming vehicles are stopped by a rad traffic signal ight

Traffic Light Mot Werking

When a traffic iight iz not working, stop as if the intersaction
i5 cortralled by STOP sigrs in all directions. Then procaad
cautously when it is safe o do so



Pedestrian Signals or Signs

WALK or Walking Person —|
Yaou may crass the street

DON'T WALK or Raised Hand K3

You may not cross the streat.

Flashing DON'T WALK or Flashing Raised Hand
Do nat start crossing the street. The traffic signal light is about

to changa. Drivers must yield to pedastnans, evan if the DONT
WALK light is flashing. _

Mumbers

The numbears count dowr tha seconds left for crossing the
streat

Diagonal Crossing

Thesea are crisscross and diagonal crosswalks that allow
padastnans 1o oross the intersachion in any dirgstion at tha
sarme trme. Cross only when the WALK signal allows it

Sounds
Saunds such as baepirg, chirping, or verbal messages bealp blird
ar visually impaired padeastnans cross tha strest

Pedestrian Push Button
This is usad to activate tha WALK or Walking Person signal

Mo Pedestrian Signals

If thera ara no padestran signals, obey the vehicle trafic sgnals.

Dl AGOH AL
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Signs
Obey all warning signs regardless of their shape or color.

STOP Sign
Make a full stop before entering the crasswalk or at the limit @

i, If thare 1 o imit ine or crosswalk, stop before entenng the
intersection. Check traffic in all directions before proceeding,

Red YIELD Sign

Slaws down and be ready 1o stop 1o let any vahicle, bieyalist, or J
pedestnan pass before vou procead. W

= [



Red and White Regulatory Signs

Q)

Ma U-Turn
White Regulatory Signs
T WaY [ [4]
TRAFFIC =13::!hn
AMEAD o
LT NAs
NO | |ad
TURNS ®
00 NOT
BLOCK
WERSECTH

Highway Construction and Maintenance Signs
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Guide Signs

Hazardous Loads Placards
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Mo Laft Turn Wa Right Turn
YIELD ONE EMERGENCY
LIFI'I::I.L WAY PARKING
TRAFFIC — oMLY
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PASS ONLY
e I TG
KEEP
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REST AREA

1 MILE

Slow Moving Vehicle
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Warning Signs

® PO

Slippery Merging Divided Two Way
When Wet Traffic Highweay Traffic

Lane Ends End Divided Traffic Signal Pedestrian
Highway Ahead Crossing

Added Lane Crossroad Stop Ahead Yiald Ahead

P

Directional Curve T Winding Road
Arrow Intersection

For more information, wisit
dotca.gov.



Red and White Regulatory Sign
Follew the sigrs instructan. For example, B3 NOT ENTER
means do rnot anter the road ar ramp whara the sigr s posted

WRONG WAY Sign

If wau anter a roadway against traffic, DO ROT ENTER and m
WRONG WaY signs may be posted. Whern it is safe, back out

of turn arsund. If you are driving at night, vou will know yvou

are goirg the wrong way i the road reflectors shine red in your
haadlights.

Red Circle with a Red Line Through It
The picture inside the circle shows what vou cannet do and @

may ba shown vath words

00 DT
|

ERTER

Yellow and Black Circular Sign or X-shaped Sign

Yo are approaching a railroad crossing. Look, ster, show
dawm, and prepare o stop. Lat any trains pass befora you
proseed

Many ralrsad crossings also have a blue and white sign to tell
wau what to do if there (s an aermargancy on of near the tracks
of if your vehicle has stalled on the tracks

5-sided Sign

Yau are near a schaal. Drive slowly and stop for children in tha
arasswalk.

Diamond-shaped Sign
Warrs you of specific raad candition: and dargers abwead

White Rectangular Sign

Communicatas many important rubas you must obay

Warning Signs
Warns of conditions related to pedesirians, bicyclists, schoals,
playgraunds, sohaal buses, and school passanger loading rones

For more information about sgns, vist det.ca.gov/programs/safety-
programs/sign-charts.



RIGHT-OF-WAY RULES: WHO GOES FIRST?

Right-af-way rules help you understand who goes first when vehicles,
pedestnans, and bicyclists meet on the read. The vehicle that arrives to
the intersaction first has the rght-af-way, Other vehickes, bicyelists, and
padastnans must wart far the persorn who has the nghit-of-way. Never
assume that other drivars will give vou the nght-of-way Give up yaur
right-of-way when it will help prevent collisons

Intersections

Anintersaction is any place wheare one road meets another road.
Cortralled intersactions have signs o traffic signal lghts. Ureontrolled
ard Blind intarsections do not. Befara antering an intersection, look left,
right, and ahesd to check for vehicles, bicyelists, and pedastrians. Be
prepared to slow down and stog iF necessary. Pedestrians always have
the nakt-of-way Hare are some right-of-way rules at intersactions

+  Without STOP or YIELD signs: The vehicke that arnives to the
intersectian first kas the rght-of-way. However, If a vebicla, pegestrian,
aor bieyelist gets to the intersaction at the same time as you, gre thea
right-af-way ta the vehicke, pedestrian, or bicyelist on vour nght. If you
approach a stop sign and there is a stog sign on all four corners, stop
first ard proceed as above.

+ Tintersections without STOP or YIELD signs: Vehicles, bicyclists,
ard padestrans on the through read (cortinung to go straight) have
the ngkit-of-way

«  Turning left: Check for padastnans. Give the right-of-way to any
pedestnan or approaching vehicle that iz close enough 1o be
darggaraus

»  Turning Adght: Always chack for pedestnans crossing the street, and
motoreychkes and bicycles riding reaxt 1o you

«  Green traffic signal light: Froceed with caution. Pedestrians have
the nght-of-way

«  Entering traffic: Wher antering traffic, you must proceed with
caution and yield ta the fraffic already occupying the lanes. It is
against the law to stop or Block an intersection where therea is not

enough space to completely cross before the traffic signal ight turns
resdl



Roundabouts
I & raurdabout, raffic ravels in one dirgction araund a cantral island.

Heow te use a roundabaut

1
2
3

= e

Sl down as you approach

Yiald to all traffic already in the reundabout.

Entar heading to the right whan thara 1z a big enough gap in traffic to
merge safaly

Watch for signs ard lane markings that guide you

Travel im a courtarclockwise diraction Do nat stop or pass.

Signal when you change lanes or axt.

If o miss your exit, continue around until you returm to your axt.

If the roaundabout has multiple lanes, choose yvour antry ar exit lana
basad on vour destination. This iz shown in the image below. To

1
2
3

Turn nghit fyallew car): Choose the nght lare and axt in the rght lane
Ga straight fred car): Choose aither lane. Exit in the lane vou anterad.
Turn left: Enter and continue drivirg urtil yvou reach the axit in the
direction you choosea {blua car).

Reaurdabout Examples

Straight Lisft Turm



Pedestrians

Thesea are considerad pedastnans of vulnerable read usars:

A parson walkireg

v A parson travaling or somethirg other than a vebicke o bieyele. This
includes rollar skates, a skateboard, ele.

A parsonwith a disabiifty using a tricvele, quadricvele, or wheelshair
far tramspartation

AEDR

Trieyele Cuadricyche Stamdard Electric
Wil hair Wihealzhalr

Although pedastrians have the nght-afway, thay alzo must follow the
rules of the road.

When there iz a pedestnan crossing a roadway with or without a
crosswalk, vou must use caution, reduce your speed, or stop to allow the
padastnan to safely finish crossirg

Oher things 1o keep in mind:

+  [aonot pass a vehiclke stopped at a crosswalk. You may not be able to
see g pedestrian crossing the street.

+  |f a padestrian makes aye contact with yvau, thay are ready to cross
the street. Yiald to the padastnan

*  Always allow pedestians ancugh time to safely cross a street as some
groups such as seniors, people with small children, and pecgle with
disabulties may redquire exira time

Crosswalks

A crosswalk is the part of the road set aside for pedestrians 1o safely
crass the road. Thay are altan marked wath white lines. School crossirgs
may have yallow crosswalk lines. Mot all crosswalks are marked

Padestnans have the right-al-way i marked or unmarked crosswalks. [f
thera s a imit ine befare the crasswalk, stop at the lirrat lina ard allaw
pedestnans to cross the straet.

Sarme crasswalks have Mashirgg ights Whethar or not the ights are
Masking, laak for pedestnans ard be prepared to stop



Pedestrians Who Are Blind

Padestnans usirsgg gukde dogs or white canes have the right-of-way at all
timas. Thasa padaestnans are partially or totally bhind. Be caraful when you
are turring or Backing up. This i1s particularly important of you are driving
a hybnd or electric vehicle because blind pedestnans rely on sourd to
krcow thara is a vehicle nearby

+  [oonot stopin the middle of a crosswalk. This could force a blind
padastnan to walk inta traffic autside of the crasswalk.

v [wnot honk yaur barm at a blind parsan

+  When ablind persen pulls in ther cane and steps away from the
intarsection, this gasture usually means you may go

Mountain Roads

If twar vahicles meet on a steep narraw road ard nedther vehicle can
pass, the vahicle facing uphill has the nght-of-way The vehcle facing
downhill has more contral when backing up the kil The wahicle facing
downhill should back up until the vehiclke going uphill can pass.

SHARING THE ROAD

Cirivers mead to share the road with ather vehicles, pedestrians, bicyclists,
road warkers, ard large vahiclas

Blind Spots (the No Zone)

Large vahicle and truck drivers bave a batter
wiaw in front of them and Bigger mirrors. But they
ales have large blind spots, also callked Mo Zones.
I these areas, yvour vehicle can disappear fram a
large vehicle or truck diver's view: [T you cannat
see the truck’s dde mirrors, the truck driver
cannol see you

Braking

Large vahicles and commercial trucks take
kanger to stop than passerger vehicles travelirg L::;:ﬁ':;”; :mt
at the same speed When traveling, they create  jrvers blind —
extra space in front of thair vehicke to use if

they read to stop suddenly. The average passenger vabicle traveling at
55 mph can stop witkun 300 feat. & larga vehicle travelirg at the same
speed can take up to 400 feat 1o stop. The haavier tha vehicke and tha

faster it is moving, the kenger it takes to safely stop, 20 a loaded truck will

[



take longer to stop than an empty truck. Do not mave in front of a large
wvahicle ard suddenly slaw down or stop The larga wehick will not be
able to stop fast encugh to avesd erashing inta yau.

Turning

Whien a vehizla turns, the rear whesls follow a shorter path than the front
whaals. The longer the vehicle, the greater the difference in the length of
the turning path. This is why large vehicles ard truck drivers must often
swirng wikda to complete a turn. When you follow a large vehicle, loak at

its turn signals before you start to pass. [t may appear 1o be turning one
direction but instead is swirging wide in the apposite direction in order
o turn.

Maneuvering

Large vehicles and trucks are not a5 easy 1o Manauver as passengar
wvahiclas. On a dvided highway with faur or more traffic lanas i one
direction, they may be driven in the two lanes farthest 1o the rght. Whean
driving near large vehizles and trucks, do not:

Change lanes directly in front of them to reach an axit or turm.

*  [Drive next to them longer than you neead to, Always pass a large
vahicle on the left side. After you pass the large vehicle or truck,
meove abwad of it. Diving alongside a large vehicle makas it kard for
the driver to avoid dangers in the road.

*  Follow too closely. Tailgating decreases a vehicle's safety distance.

*  Underastimate ther size and speed as they often appear o be
travelireg skower

Buses. Streetcars, Trolleys

Safaty mormes are spacas sat aside

far padestrians waiting for buses,
streatears, and trollevs. Safety zones are
marked by raisad buttans or markers
an a raad. Da rot drve through a safety
Zane under ary condition.

Whien a bus, streetcar, or trolley is S
Salety zones are marked by dotted
stopped at a safety 2one or traffic lght, kit nes.

Yo may gass at no more han 10 mph.




Do not overtake and pass a light rail vehicke or streetear on the left side,
whather it is mavirsg or starndirg, unlass:

*  The tracks are 50 close to the nght side that the passenger vahicle
canrol pass on the nght.

v Yo are on a ore-way streat

A traffic officer directs vou to pass on the laft.

Light Rail Vehicles
On public roads, light ral vehicles have
the same rights and responsibilities as
athar wahicles. To safely share the road
withi ight rail vehicles.

*  Be aware of where thay aperata.
Buildings, trees, and othar items can
cause blind spots for the oparator

*  Mever turmn frort of an
approaching lkght ral vehicle.

*  Maintain a safe distance.

+  Check for approaching light rail vehizles before vou turn across the
tracks. Caomplete yvour turn only when the traffic light indicates you
may proceed Be aware they can interrupt traffic ights.

Do mast tuirm in frant af light rail
wehicles,

Motorcycles
Motoreyelists have the sama rights and responsibilites as ather wahicla
drivers. To safely share the road with matorowalists

v Check for motoreychkes and usa your mirrors when you change lanes
or anter a road. Motoreyelkes are smaller in sze and harder to see 50
they easily disappear in vehicke blind spots.

*  Allow a safe three-second fallowirg distance. This space will belg you
avaid hutting a motaraychst if they brake suddernily ar fall.

«  Whenever possible, give a motorcyels the full lane. It s legal to share
lares with motoroyales, this is known as lare splitting.

Mever try 1o pass a motoroyale in the same lane as you.

v Check for motoreyelists bafore you open yaur door next to traffic,

o When possible, move 19 one side of vour lare to give matareyelists
mare raam o pass.

Road conditions can cause matoreyelists to suddenly change speead ar
directian,



Emergency Vehicles
GEiva tha nght-of-way 1o ary
lzw erforcement vahicle, fire
engire, ambulance, or othar
emergency wahick using a
sirar and red ights. Failura

to pull over may rasult ina
ticket. Drive 1o the rght edge
of the road and stop until the
amergency wahicks) have passed,

When approaching a stationary emergency vehicle with flashirg
emergancy signal lights (hazard lights), move aver ard slow down

If wau are ir an intersaction when you see an emargancy wahick,
aortinue through the intersaction. Drive to the right as saon as it is safa
anrd stop.

Dhoay any direction, order, o signal given by a law enfarcearmant officear,
or firefighter Follow thair orders evan if they conflict with axisting signs,
sigrals, or laws.

It is against the [aw to follow within 300 feet of any fire engine, law
enforcemsant vehick, ambulance, or other emergenay vehicle when their
sirar ar flashing lights ara on.

Yo can be arrested if you drive 1o the scene of a fire, collision, or other
disastar. When you da this, you are getting in tha way of firafighters,
ambulance craws, or othar rescus and amargancy parsonrel.

Slow-moving Vehicles

They can take longer 1o get up o speed
whan antering traffic. Large trucks,
bicycles, and some cars lose spead an
korig or steap hills. Somea slow-mavirsg
wahiclas have an orarge ard rad tnangls
an ther back, such as road maintenance  Anexample of a slow-moving
wvehicles, which usually travel at 25 mph vehile.

of lass,




Dher types of dow-maving motorzed vehickes that may cperate on
puklic raads include:

»  Sepoters

+  Neghborhood electric vahickes
»  Golf carts

Adjust yvour speed 1o shara the road with these vahiclas.

Neighborhood Electric Vehicles (NEVs) and Low-speed
Vehicles (LSVs)
Wateh for slow-moving vehickes when you see these signs or markings:

«  MEVUSE ONLY
« MNEVROUTE

MEWs and L3Ws reach a makimurm spaad of 26 mph. They ara restrictad
from roads where the speed imit is greater than 35 mph

Animal-drawn Vehicles

Horse-drawn vehicles and paople nding horses or ather arimals are
allowed to share the road with motor wvehicles. [t is against the law to
intartiorally scare horses or livestock.

Mear Animals

If yau see a sigr wath a pictura of an arimal, watch for animals on or rear
the road. If vou sea arimals or livestock near the rosd, slow down or stop
anrd procead when it 15 safe. Ba sure to fallow directions from the person
in charge of the animals.

Bicycles

Bicyalists have the same rights and responsibilites as other drivers.

Bicyalists many

»  Legally nde on certain sections of freaways where there is no
altermate rauta ard bicvelirsg is not forbsscen by law:

Move left to avoid hazards. Thase may include parked or maving
vahicles, bicyclkes, animals, or frash.

+  Choose to ride near the left curb or edge of a one-way street.

v Choose to use crasswalks by stopping and crossing as a padastnan



Bicyelist Responsibilities
As a beyehst you must

Ceay all traffic signs, signal ights,
ard basic nght-of-way rules.

Ride in the same diraction as
traffic.

Always ook over vour shoulder to
make sure the lane is clear bafore
turAing ar changing lanas

Yield to pedestrians

Wear a helmet {if urder 18 vears
ald].

Stay wsible (for axample, raver
weave betweaen parked vehicles)
Ride as near to the right curks or
edgea af the roadway as possible.
Mot ride on the sidewalk {urless
allewead by the aity)

Make left and rght turms in the
sarme way drvers do, using hand
sigrals and turm lanes.

Examples of tunid Tar bicyelists.

e

Intersections witkh ‘H?'H|!| lares
for bieyelists.

Use a bike lare, wherever passible, or uge a thraugh traffic lanea.

Have fully functional brakes.

Bieyeling at Night
When it is dark out, beizyehsts should aveid weanng dark clathing. Your
bicycle must have the fallowing equipment:

A frant larmp with a white light visible fram 300 feat
A bBuilt-ir rear red reflector, solid red light, or flashing red light. This

must b visicla from 500 faet,

A whita or yelow reflector on each padal the bicyelist's shoas, ar thair
arklas Thass must Beovisibla from 200 feat

A white or yellow reflector on the frant wheeal, a white or red raflectar
on the rear wheal, or reflectorzed tires,

Bieyeling in Travel Lanes
Bicwyalists traveling slower than the Mow of traffic must ride as close as
passible to the right curb or edge of the road, unless

Passirng a vehicke or ancther bicyeke i the same direction.

Pregaring to make a keft turm.

a7



«  Avaiding a hazard or road cordition.

* A lana 15 too narraw for a bicycke and a vehicle o safely travel side-
En-side in the larme.

+  Approaching aright turm.

O aone-way road with two or mare lares. Inthis case, a bieyclist
may ride near the left curb or edge of the road.

Crivers should follow at a safe distance. When it is safe, the bicyelist
shoukd mave o a pasition that allows vebucles to pass.

Passing a Bieyelist

To safely pass a bicyelist that is in the travel lane, you may need to
charge o anather lane. In this case, pass safely, ther return o your
ariginal lana. Laave space batweaan your wahicla ard the bioyalist.

When vou cannot change lanes to pass a bicyehst, allow at least three
feat between vour vehicle and the bicyelist If vau cannot give threa feet
of space, do not pass the cyclist until three feet of clearance can be
givear. This will help you avoid putting the Bievaelist in danger, Remember
b

«  Give bioyalists ercugh space so they are not forced into parked
vahiclas or apan vahicla doors.

«  Only merge toward the curb or into the bike lane when it iz safe.

+  Merge safely behird a bicychist when preparing to make a turn.

+  Enter a bike [ane na more than 200 feet before starting a turr.

v Check for bieyelists whear charging lanes or entanng traffc. They
may b Feddan in a vahiclas bBlind spots.

+  Bea careful when approaching or passing a bicyalist on a two-lane
road.



Road Workers and Work Zones
You will sea warring sigrs and message boards when there are warkers,
slow-maving equipment, and closed lanes ahead.

S0 thraugh the wark Zore carefully by

v Slowing dawrn.

v Allowirg extra space batween vehicles,
+  Expecting sudden slowing or stapping.
« Watching for divers charging lanes.

«  Avaiding distractions

Coras, drums, or other barmers will guide you through the work zone
Prepare to slow down ar stog for lighway equipmeant. Merge as soon as
it 15 safe without crassing the conas or Srurms. Watch for bicyelas if [anes
are rarrow or the shoulder is closad. Dbey special agns or instructizns
from workers such as llaggers

Fines and Double Fine Zones

Fines for traffic vialations in a work zare can be 51000 or mara Aryone
corvicted of assaulting a highway worker faces fines of up 1o 32000 and
imprisanment far up to one year,

Certain roads are chasen as Safety Enhanced-Double Fire Zores. This
15 due to increased collisior-ralated imjunes and fatalities. Finas are
doublad in these ones.

Fires are alsa doubled in ighway construchon o maintenance zonas
whan warkers ara present

Mowve Qver and Slow Down

Drivers must move over and slow down for emergancy and road work
vahiclas Thesa include:

+  Statonary ameargancy vahiclas or tow rucks displaving fMaskung
ambar warning lgghis.

+  Stopped road work vehicles displayving emergency Mlashing or amber
warning lights



Vehicles with Hazardous Loads

A diamard-shaped sign o a truck
means that the truck's [oad may b @ C@) @ <£.>
dargerous (gas, explosives, ete).

Wehickes with thasza signs must stop pE:'!H'I-PHI s of hazardous load
before crossirg ralroad tracks

Heavy Traffic or Bad Weather

Yo must drive slower when there iz beavy traffic or bad weathar At the
sarme trme, vou should ot Block narmal and reasonable traffic law by
driving tao slowhy If vou drve faster or skower than the speed limit, you
may ba citad. Whan anather driver 15 close behind yvou and wishas o
drive faster, move to the right If vou choose to drive slower than other
traffiz, drive in the right lane. Refer 1o Choasirg a Lane in Saction & far
more information.

Towing
Yo must drive in the far-right lane or a lane marked for slower vehicles
whan yau

o Tow a vehisle or trailer.
o Dirive a truck with thres or more axles.

If na lares are marked and there are four or mare lanes in your direction,
wau may anly drve in the two lanas closest 1o tha nghit edge of the road.

Around Children

The spead imit s 25 mph withir 500
feat of a sehaal whike childran are
cutside or crosang the street. Some
schoal zones may bawve speed lirmits
as low as 15 mph Whean near schools,
kel far

»  Bicyelists arnd padestnans.

+  Sohool safety patrols or crossing
guards. Be sure to obey their directions at all irmes.

»  Stopped schoal buses ard children crossing the streat
= Same school buses Mlash yellow lights when prepanng to stop to

ket chikdren off the bus. The vellow Naskirng lights warm you o slow
dawn and prapara to stop

Al wehicles muet stop for sshoal
biuses.



= When the bus Mlashes red lights (leeated at the top, front, and
back of the bus), vou must stap from aither direction untl the
children are safaly acrass the street ard the lights stop flashing.
Remain stopped while the red lights are flashing. IF vou fal to stop,
wou may be fired up to 51,000 ard your drivieg privikege could be
suspendad far are vear,

= [fthe school bus iz on the other side of a divided or multilane
highway {Twa or more [anes in each direstion), vou da not reed ta
stop.

Blind Intersections
Anintersaction s considered blind if it has no stop sgns &t any comer.

IF waur view is blocked, move slowly forward until you can see. The speed
lirnit for a Blind intersection is 15 mph.

Alleys

Aralley is ary road no wider than 25 feet that is used to access the rear
ar side entrarcas of buldings or propertes. You may dive o ar crass a
sidenwalk to anter or exit a diveway or alley. The spead limit ir an alley is
15 mph.

Mear Railroad or Light Rail Tracks

The speed imit is 15 mgh within 100 feet of a railread crossing and vou
cannol see the tracks for 400 feat in both directions. Yau may drive
fastar than 15 mph if the crossirg is contralled by gates, a warming signal,
of a flagman. Al radread or frain crossirgs.

v Flashirg rad warming ights indicate you must stop ard wait. Do not
proceed over the railroad tracks until the red hights stop flazhing, even
if the gate nses.

+ When the crossing devices or 8 persan warrs you a trairn 1s caming,
stap at least 15 fest fram the nearast track.

+ Do onot go under lawenng gates or arourd lowerad gates. If the gates
are lowered and vou do not see a frain approaching, call the posted
rallroad emergency tall-free rumber aor 911

v Stop look, and listen If vou see a tran cormang o hear a harn or
bell, dao not cross. Mary crossings have multiple tracks. Look in both
directions and anly cross when it is safe.



Expect a train on arw track, at any time, traveling in edher direction
Mever stop an the railresd tracks. Wait and da rot begin procaeding
if you do not have anough reom 1o complately crass the tracks. If you
are on the tracks, you nsk injury or death.

Watch for vehicles that must stop before they cross train tracks.
Thesa vehicles irclude busas, school busas, and vebicles markad
with a hazardous matanals placard.

Business or Residential Districts
The speed imit is 25 mph, unless othersise posted.

OTHER IMPORTANT ROADWAY INFORMATION
You must:

Mot srmoke when a minor is in the vehicle. You can be fined

Mot dump or abandon arimals on a highway, This crime s punishable
try & fire of up to $1.000, sik manths in jail or bath.

Mot drve a vehicle o sverloaded that vou cannot control it see
ahead, or see to the sides of your vehicle,

Mot drive a vehicle with arn unzacured load that is a safety hazard.
Mot carry anything in or on a passenger vehick which extends
bayond the fanders on the laft side or more than G-inches beyond
the fendears on the nght zide.

= Cargo that extends mare than 4 feet from the back-rear bumper
of the vehicle must display a 12-inch red or Muorescent orange
sajuare flag.

= At night, this cargs must be marked with two red lights.

Mot allow a persen to nde in the back of a pickup or other truck

unless the vehicle has secure seats ard seat {safety] belts.

Mot transport arimals in the back of a pickup or other ruck unless

the arirmal is properly secured. This prevents the arimal from falling,

Jurnpirg, or Baing thrown from the vehicle,

Mot drive a vehiclke equipped with a vides manitor visible to the driver,

urlass it anly displays vebcle information, a navgation system, media

player, or radia,

Mot throw a cigarette, cigar, ar other flaming or glowirg substance

from waur wehicke.



« Mot put signs or sther obgects on the front windshield or side rear
windows that block yvour view Do nat hang objects an the mirror
Dhjacts may only be affixed in these locations:

= A F=inch square on tha lower camer of the passenger's side
windshield or the [ower corner of the rear wirdow.

= A B-inch square an the lower correr af the driver’s side window,

= A B-inch square kecated in the center uppermost portion of waur
windshiekd for an alectronis tall paymeant devica.

= 1 the sce wirdows Baehind the driver

+ Mot irterfere with a funeral procassiorn. A funeral procasson s kad
By a traffic officer ard has the nght-af-way. All venicles takirg part in
the procession have windshiald markers to hentify them and have
their headlights on. You can be ticketed if wvou interrupt a funeral
procession

» Mot operate a vahicla with an ilegible licarza plate.

+ Mot alter a lizense plate ir army way.

Evading Law Enforcement

It is a misdemeanar 1o use a mator vehicke to flee or attempt to
evade law erfarcement performing their duties. This is punishable by
imprisarmernt in a county jal for onea yvear or less.

A parson corvicted of causing serious badily irgury during a law
enforcarmant pursuit 15 subjest o impnsonment iIn a state prson for up
to seven years, or a county jail for ome year or less,

A parson cormvictad of manslaughter resulting from evadirg law
enforcarmant during a pursuit is subject taimprisonmeant in a state prson
far a minimum of 4 to 10 vears

If ar unlicansed parson is caught driving your vekizla, it may be
impounded for 30 days.

Speed Contests and Reckless Driving

A parson corvicted of reckless driving or engaging in a speed contest
that causes imury to another person is subsect to impriscnmeant, a fine, or
Beth

Points on Your Driver's Record

Db mioritars yvour driver's record. If you are stopped by a law
enforcermeant officer and cited (ticketed) for a traffic vielation, yau sign
the ticket as a promise to apgear in trafhe court. As an adult or minor,



if you get a traffic tioket and faill to appear [FTA) in court, DY may

suspend yvaur drving privilege urtil vou apgear. If you do not keag waur
promise to appaar in court, the FTA goas on your drver's record.

Each tirme vau are corvictad of a movirg traffic violation, the court
natfies DY Tha comnviction s placed or your drivers recard.
Cormactions reparted by other states and juvenile court are also added
to vour driver’s record. Traffic corvictions and collisions stay an your
record far 38 manthis or longer depanding on thea type of convction. As
an adult, yaur licanse may be suspersdad if vour driver's racord shows
ane of the follawing point totals:

o ponts in 12 manths.
& points in 24 manths.
8 points in 38 months,

Traffic Violator School

If wau are given a ane-point traffic violation, the judge may offer you the
chokce to attend a traffic vialator school to have the citation rot reported
to your insurance company but remain o yvour driver's record You can
do this once in ary 18-manth pericd. The school will regart your course
completion ta the court. Yau will also get a completion receipt.

If wau are a commercial driver cited in a roncommercial vahicle, see the
Calforrua Cammercial Driver Handbook.

Suspension or Revocation

If wau hawve tao many points on your drver’s recard, you will be
considared a neglggent driver. DY will place you on probation, suspend,
of revoke your drving privilege When this happens, you bhave the right 1o
a heanng. DMY will nobfy you inwriting of ary action taken against your
driving privilege ard inform you of yvour legal rights, including your right
to a haarirg.

Dbt will resvake your driving privilege if you are corwvicted of a hit-

ard=rur or reckless driving that rasultad iminjury. Courts also have the
authority 1o suspend a parsons driving privilegs.

At the end of your suspanson or revacation, you may apply for
areplacemeart dnver's icansa. You must show proof of finarcial

responsibiity (such as 3R 225358 1F).



Maintaining Your Minor's (Provisional) Driver's License

If wau gat irta callisions ar cammit traffic wiolations within the frst 12
morths of obtaining your mirce's driver's bzense, DMY may restrict or
suspend vour driving privilege. You cannot drive i vour driving grivilege
15 suspendead ar revokead.

Az a minon, DAY may take acton against vour kcense if vou have

«  One at fault sollissn o traffie vialaton soraction: A at fault sallisan
means you were found responsible.

+  Two at fault callisans, two traffic violation comictions, or one of esach
You cannot drive for 30 days unlass a leensed adult, at least 25 years
ald, rides with you.

o Three at faudlt collisions, threea traffic viclation corvictions, or a
combnaton: Your driving privilege will be suspanded for 2ix morths,
You will Ba ar probation for one year,

= |fyau have more at fault ealisions or traffic violaton comactions
whika an probation, yaur license will b2 suspended again.

A conviction of using aleahol or a contralled substance, or bath and
are 1530 yvaars ald The court will arder Dl to susperd your drivirg
privilege for ane year or delay yaur elgibility to apgly for a drver's
lizerse.

MOTE: Turmirg 18 vears old does not erase or end axisting restrichons,
SUSEENSIONS, or probation sentences

Administrative Hearing

Administrative bearings are conducted by DY If yvou recened
natfication that a proposed action 15 baing takan aganst your drivirg
privilege, vou must request a hearing within 10 days of being served ar
14 days frorm the date the notice is mailed. If you do not make a timealy
requast, your right 1o a hearing will be last.

This heanng provides you with an opportunity to be heard bafore an

action is taken against vour driving privilege. You may alsa have to
appear ir court for the same reason Ary action taken by the court is

indeperdent of the action taken by DbV



Your Hearing Rights
Yaou have thea nght to

*  Present ralevant evidence and witnesses on your behalf.

o  Tastify on your behall or be raprasented by an attomey or athar
representative at your expense. Representation by an attormey is mot
resguirad.

*  Rewaw the evdence ard cross examira the tastimaory of any
witress. DY bases its case only onowntten documents. If vou wish
to question someaone whe prepared a docurrent or is listed on a
document used as evidence, it is vour respansibdity to acguire a
subpoena

For more information regarding Administrative Hearings, visit
dmv.cagov/driversafety

Unsafe Driver

If wau krow someone who na longer drives safely, you may submit a
Requeast far Driver Reexarmiration (DS 699 1o DY 1o review thair diving
gualifications. To abtain a farm, visit dmv.ca.goviresxamination

RECORD CONFIDENTIALITY
Moast infarmation inyour driver’s record s available ta the public, except
physical or mertal conditions, address, and social sacunty numbear

You can get a copy of vour driver's record anline or at a kiosk. For more
infarmation on record requests, visit dimvcagovrecord-requests

B



SECTION 8. Safe Driving

BE AWARE OF YOUR SURROUNDINGS
To drive safely wou need to know what 15 around you, This helps you
make good decisens and react 1o hazards on the road. This image shows

the areas around your vehicke.
+  Grean Ahead of you.

*  Blue Mext tovou.

«  Yallaw: Blind spots

* Red Behindyou

Scan Your Surroundings

To give voursalf tirme to react, avaid last mirute
mowveas and hazards, always kesp vour eves maving and scan the road at
kerast 10 seconds ahead of your vehicle

Tailgating (Following Too Closely)

Taikgating makes it harder for you 1o see the road ahead becauss the
wahicla in frort of you blacks your wiaw. You will rot have enaugh time 1o
react if the driver ir front of you brakes suddenly. Usa the three-sacand
rule o ansure a safe following distance ard avoid a collision. Follewing
athar wahicles at a safe distance gves you enaugh time 1o react if
another diver makes a mistake.

If a velucle mengas in front of you too closaly, taka yvaur foot off the
accekrator. This craates space betwean you ard the vehicle ahead

Create more space in front of yaur vehicke whean:

+ A tfailgater is behind vou. Maintain your course and speed. Then,
whan safe to 9o o, merga right 1o change into anather lare and allow
the talkgater to pass.

*  Follewing matoreyelists an metal surfaces (bridge gratings, railrcad
tracks, ete), and gravel



Know What Is at Your Side
Ba aware of what 15 on aach sie of you To maintain enough space 1o
maneuver safely and reast 1o other drivers

v [enot stay in another drnver's blind spot.

Avaid driving directly alongside other vebacles.

+  Make space for vehicles entenng freeways, even if vou have the night-
of-way. Be raady for rapid changes and watch for sigmals frarm ather
drivers.

*  Keep space between vour vahicle ard parked vehicles.

*  Look both ways, even at intersections where fraffic has a red ight or
stop sigr.

Blind Spots

Eveary vehicle has blind spats. Thase
are areas around the vehicle that

a driver canrot sea when looking
straight abead or using the mirrors. For
most vehicles, the blind spots are at
the sidas, shghtly behind the drivar. The shaded areas are your biind
T check your Bind spats, look over Fpots.

waur right and laft shoulders out of

waur side windaws, Onby turn your head whan vou look. Da nat turn your
whale body or steering whiesl. Check your blind spats bafare you:

+  Change lanes.

*  Turn at an intarsecticn.

+  harge with traffic.

+ Backup

*  Leave aparking space.

*  Parallel park.

*  Pull out from the curb

Opan your car door.
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Know What is Behind You

Enowing what is behird you can help you avoid rear-end collisions.
Check traffic bekund wou often by using wour raarvies mirror, sida mirrars,
ard turrming your head when you

«  Change lanes.

v Check your Bind spats.

* Reduce your spead.

«  Turn irts a side road or driveway.

+  Stopto pull inta a parking space.
o Pull up ta and away fram the curb.

+ Backup
UNDERSTAND THE ROAD CONDITIONS

Darkness

When driving at might, use your high-beam haadlights on open courtry
roads or dark city strests. Make sure vou can stop in the distance it by
waur beadlights. Do not use high-beam headlights in areas where they
are illegal. Dirm your high-beam headlights to awad blinding the drver of
an oncarming vahicle. If anather vahicla's lights are tos bright:

+  [oonot ook directly inta the orsoming headlights.

v Look toward the right adge of yvour lare.

Watch the oncoming vekicle out of the cormer of vour eve.

+  [aonot react to the other driver by keaping vour high-beam
headiights an. This anly makes it harder for both of you to see.

When it iz raining, use vour low-beam headlights. Do rat drive using only
waur parking hights. When you dnve at night, remember.

+  Motoreveles, pedestrians, and bBicyzlists are much barder to see.

*  Highway construction can take place at night. Beduce yvour speedin
highway constructon Iones.

When vou keave a brghtly it place, drive slowdy until vour eves adust
to the darkness,

When a vehicle with ore light drives toward you, drive as far to the
right as possible |t could ba a bieyalist, motaorsyahst, ar vehicle with a
missifg Raadlight.



Sun Glare
T halp managea sun glara:

Keep the insce and autside of your windshiekd clean.

 Wear palarized sunglassas

*  Maintain ernough space betweaen your vehicle and the vehicles
Aaround you.

*  hake sure your car visar works and 15 frea of arything that would
restrict usa.

+  Be aware of padestrians. You may have difficulty seeing them.
Try to avord diving during sunrise ard sunset.

Skids

A skid 15 when ona or more of the tires lose traction with the road and the
wvahicla starts to slip. You may rot be able o control your vebcle. Thare
are a few different types of skids.

Slippery Surface Skids

lee and packed snow on the read can cause vaur vehicke to skid. This is
even moare kely if vou are driving too fast or goirg downhill. Drive skowly
anrd leave space batwaan your vehicle ard the vekuwzle ahead of you To
prevent skiddirg on slippery surfaces

+  Slow down as you approach intersections and curves. For sharp
aurves, slow down as you approach and move through

«  Avaid fast turms and quick stops.

*  Shift to low gear before gaing down a stesp hill

Avaid areas like ice patches, wet keaves, ail, or standing water,

If wou start to skid, follow these steps

1 Slowdy remove yaur foot fram the accaleratar,

2. Do onot use the brakes.

3. Turn the stearing whesl in the direction of the skid
4. Try to get a wheel on dry pavement.

Locked Wheel Skids

A locked whesl skid is usually caused by braking too hard when you are
going toa fast. [If this happens vour vehicke will skid no matter which way
the steanng wheeal is turmed. To get out of a keked wheel skid if vour
wahicla is equipped with

*  Fourwheel antilock brakirg systam [AB3), apply firm prassure on thea
brake padal
* Rearwheel ABS (zommon in light trucks):

&0



= Easze up on the brake padal while maintairing just encugh
pressura to allow the frort whaals o rall again so yvou can steer.
= Stop braking and turn the steering wheal inta the directon of the

skid.

v Frort-whael ABS, remove your foot fram the brake pedal to unlock
the wheels. Steer in the direstion yvou want 1o go ard straghten the
front wheels as the vehicle begins to straighter out.

NOTE: To determine if yvour vehicle has ABS, refer 1o the vehiclke owner's
marial.

If waur vehicle is rot egquipped with ABS and begins to skid quickly pump
waur brakes until you are at a safe speed. If you

*  Press the brake pedal and it sinks to the floor, guickly pump the
brakes by gently applyirg and releasing prassure on vour brake pedal

+  Purmp the brakas, down shift yvour vehicle into a lowear or nautral gear
to skow dowen. Then try using your armargancy braka to stop

If waur brakes get wet, you can dry them by lightly pressing the
accekrator ard brake padals at the same time Only do this urtil the

brakes dry.

Slippery Roads

Rair, snaw, or mud can make the roads slippery. Drve mare slowly than
v wiauld an a dry read and allow for more space between yvour vehicle
anrd the vahicla abead of you Adjust vour speed for differant conditions:

+  Wet road: Reduce vour speed by 5 to 10 mph.
+ Packed snow: Reduce vour spead by half.
*  lee: Reducs vour speed 1o no more than 5 mph

Sarre road surfaces are more slippery than athers when wet. Thase
usually have warning signs posted. Here are situations where the road
may be mare slippery.

*  Shade from trees or buildings can hide ey spots on cokd, wet days.
Thesa areas freezea first and dry aut last.

*  Bridges and overpasses tend to freeze before the rest of the road
They car have oy spats.

» When it starts o rain, the pavemant can be very slippery.

Slower Gowm at the first sigr of rain, dnzzle, or srow on the road. This is
especially true if it has been dry and kot for some time, because oil ard
dust on the roads surface have rot been washed away

&l



Turn on your windshield wipers, lew-beam headlights, ard defroster. In

a heavy rainstorm or snowstarm, you may not ba able 1o see more than
100 feet in frart of your vahicle If yvou canrat see farther than 1090 feat,
it 15 not safe to drive faster than 30 mph. You may have 1o stop from time
to birme to wipe mud ar snow off vour windshield, headlights, ard taillights.
If wau drive in srawy argas, carry snow chains for your tires. Snow chains
giva vaur tiras mara traction. Carry the cormact nurmber and type of
chains for vour vehicke.

Hydroplaning
Hydroglaring occurs when driving in wet or rairy conditions.

Hydroglaring is when a vehicle rides on water bacause the tires lose
all contact with the raad. A slight change of diraction, applying the

brakes, or a gust of wird could throw the vahicls into a skid To avaid
hydroplaning:

+  [Drive slowly.

+  Steer arourd standing water, if possible

*  Slow down if vou hear sloshing sourds from the tires.

v Slow down when changirg lanes or direction.

If waur wehicle starts to hydroplane

+  Slow down gradually

+  [oonot use the brakes. Sudden braking may cause you 1o lose contral
of waur vehicle.

Stuck in Snow or Mud
If stuck ir the shiow or mud, fallow thasa steps

1 Shift inta a low gear and keep the front wheals straight.

2. Gently stap on the accelerator. Avaid spinning the whaels

3. Drive slowly forward as far as possible

4. Shift into reverse and slowly Back up as far as possible. Do not spin
the whesls.

Shift inta a law gear again and drive forward.

Repeat a forward-backward motion until the vahicle rolls free.

I deep mud or snow, put boards, tree branches, ete, under the tires,
Only take this action when the vehicle is stopped.
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Flooded Roads

Excessne water an a road may cause flooding. This can happan
gradually ar suddenly It is important to urderstand the dangers of water
on the moad, including:

+  Bairg swept off the road.

*  Floating debris and unseean hazards.

+  The road collapsing.

Wahick malfunction.

+  Electrocution if thera are fallen power lines.

It rrary Mot be posaible to determine the Septh of the flaod by locking.
If the water it deap, the road may be too dangerous to cross. [T is best
to find another route. IF vou have no other aption but to drive through a
Mooded road, drve slowhy. After wau maka it through the watar, test yvour
brakas ta make sure thay work corractly

High Winds
High winds can be a hazard while driving. This is espacially true for larger
vahicles such as trucks, campers, and vehicles with trailers. When driving
in Figh wirds:

*  Reduce your spead. This gives vou batter cantral over vaur vehicle
You will have mare time to react f your vehicle gets kit by a strorg
gust of wind.

*  Maintain a firm hard position on the steering wheal. Strang wind
gusts are unpredictable If vou are rat holdirng the wheel praperly
anrd a gust hits, you can lose control of the vehicle.

* Beakert Look ahead and watch for any debiris on the road. Give
vaurself eraugh time ta react to road hazards.

+  [Daonot use cruise contral. Maintain maxmum contral of the
accelerator if a gust ocours.

*  Be proactve. [t may ba safer to pull aver and wait for the storm to

PAss,



Fog or Heavy Smoke
It is best ta avaid driving i heavy fog or smoke. Consider postponing
waur trip urtil the fog clears. IF vou must drive in beavy fog or smoke:

v Dirive showly.

+  Use vour law-bearm headlights. High-bearn headlights will reflect back
and causea glare.

Mever drive using anly your parking or fog hights.

v Make sure you can stop within the space you can sea ahaad.

*  [nerease your following distance.

*  Use vour windshiekd wipers and defroster as necessary

Avaid crossing lanes or passing traffic unless absolutely necessary

o Listen for traffic you canrat seea.

If the fosg becarmas too thick ta drive safaly, considar pulling off the road
Actrvate wour emargenay flashers ard wait for conditions to improwva,

Law Enforcement Traffic Breaks

Durireg a traffic break, the officer turns an thair emergenay ights and
slowly weaves across lanes. Law enforcarment uses traffic breaks ta

*  Slow or stop traffic to rermove hazards from the rosd.
*  Slow or stop traffic dunng heawy fog or unusual traffic conditions.
*  Prevert collisions during unusual conditions.

Yo should:

Turn onyour emeargensy flashers to warn other drivers.

+  Slowly decrease vour speed 1o the same speed as the officer. Do
nat brake suddenly unless necessary to avoid a collision. Keep a safe
distarce from the patral vabicle abaad of you.

+ Mot drive past the patral vehiclke. Do not speed up until the officer
turrs off thair emergency lights and traffic conditions allow you to
returr ta yaur rarmal spead.



PROTECT YOURSELF AND YOUR PASSENGERS

Seat Belts

Yo and yvour passengers must wear seat
balts. You can get a ticket if you do not.

If waur passanger 15 under 18 years ald,
wou can also get a ticket if they are rot
waarirg their seat belt.

Weaarirg the lap belt and shoulder
harmess of a seat belt will increase yvour
charce of survival in mast typeas of
aolisons. This image shaws what can
happen irn a callisien.

BAPRCT - I the rod annors

When yvou are in a eallision, your vehicle were another car hitting
taps. Bt kaep mewng at the sama yoar oar on The i e

swaps you P y4a = 1. You waould first ko thrown

speed you were traveling. You only stop against the driver's side

when vou hit the dashboard or windshield :":;_ -
. n ywouwould v

If wau are struck fram the side, the impact rrl s thrown taveard the

could push you back and forth azross the passengers side door

seat. Seat and shoukder belts keep you

in a batter pasition to contral the vahicle.

Thiey rmary also rminimize sarous injunas
It is irmpartant towaar the saat belt corractly to avord injury or Seath

«  Wear the shoulder harress across your shoulder and chest. There
shioukd be hittle to ra slack. Do not wear the shoukser balt under your
arm or behind your back

+  Adjust the lap belt 5o that it is srug and hes low acrass vour bips.
Dherwise, vou might slide out of the belt in a crash

*  |fyou are pregrant, weaar the [ap belt as low as posable undear waur
abdomen. Place the shaulder strap batwean your breasts and ta the
sicde of your abdomen's bulge.



Child Restraint System and Safety Seats

You must secura children with a federally-approved chikd passenger
restraint system or safely belt The requirements depend an the child's
height ard age.

+ Children wheo are under 2 years old, under 40 pounds, and
under 3 feet 4 Inches tall: SZecure in a rear-facing child passenger
restraint system.

MOTE: A child in a rear-facing child passerger rastraint system may rot
ride in the frort seat of an arbag-aquipped vehicle

+  Children wheo are under B years old, or who are less than 4 feet
2 inches tall: Secure in a child passanger restraint system in a rear
seat. Im some casas, childrarn under B yvears okd may ndea in the frant
seat of a vehicle in a federally-approved child passenger restraint
system. They may ride in the front seat if:

= There is fo rear seat

= The rear seats are side-facing ump seats.

= The rear seats ara rear-facing seats.

= The child passanger rastraint systerm canrat be installad properhy
it the raar seat.

= All rear seats are already cooupied by children 7 vears okd or
yaungear.

= hadical reasons prevant tha child fram riding i the back seat

+ Children who are B years old or older, or at least 4 feet ¥ inches
tall: May use a properly secured safety balt that meets faderal
stardards

Yaur local law enfarcement agency o fire departrmant can chack the

installation of vour child passenger restraint system. As vour child grows,
check that the child passenger restraint system s the nght sze.



Air Bags
Air bags are a valuable safaty featura an mary vehicles. They can balp
keap vou safer than a seat belt alone.

Ride at least 10 inckes fram the airbag cover, as kbng as you can mantain
full cantral of your vehicle. Measure from the center of the steering
whaal to vour breastbore. Confact vour vehicle dealer or manufacturer

if you carnat safely st 10 inchas away from the air bag They may bave
advice about additional ways to mave back from your air bag. Passangers
should also sit at least 10 inches away from the passenger-side air bag.
NOTE: Childrer seated next 19 a side ar bag may be at risk of serous or
fatal imjury

Unattended Children and Pets
It iz illegal to leave a chikd who is six vears old or vaunger unatterded in

avehicle A child may be left under the supervision of a persan who is at
keast 12 years ald.

It is dangerous ard illegal to leave childrer or animals in a hot vehicle
The tamparature insde a parked vahicle can nse rapidly when itis atting
in the sun This is rue even if a window is keft shightly open. Tos much
exposure 1o haat can lead to dehydration, haat stroke, and death

MAMAGE YOUR SPEED

I Zalifermia, vou may never drive faster than is safe for the current road
corditions. This i known as the Basic Speed Law

Make sure vou manage vour speed and show downowhen conditions call
for it. Regardless of the posted spaed lirmit, your speed shauld depeand

*  The number of vehicles on the road.

*  The speed of other vehicles on the road.

+  The road surface: smooth, rough, gravelad, wet, dry, wide, or narraw,

+  Bicyolists or pedestnans on or crossing the road.

«  Weaather rain, fog, snaow, wind, or dust

»  Traffic congestion: small changes im your driving habits can help
reduce congestion. Svaid waaving in and out of freeway lanes.

There ara alss situations with specific speed limit laws and conditions
whara vou should reduce vour speed. Unless otharwise posted, the ideal
maxirrwrn spead limit an moest Califorra highways s 68 mgh. it is 55 mph
an a two-lane urdnvided highway and for vehicles towing traikers.



CHOOSE BETWEEN HAZARDS
Somatimes dangers will be on both sides of the read at the same time
For examgle, parked cars to the right and oncoming cars to the left

If are danger iz greater than the other, give more space to the mast
dargeraus stuabon. Suppose you are on a two-lane road with an
oncoming vehicle ta the left and a bicyelist ahead to yvour right. Instead
of driving Betwaan the vahicle ard tha bicyelist, take ane danger at a
tirme. Slow dowr and let the oncoming vehicle pass. When the vehicle
has passed, move to the left to allow plenty of space (3t least three fee)
to pass the bicyelist. If there is a steady low of oncoming vehicles, use as
mich of the laft lane as you safaly can to pass the bieyelist.

KNOow HOW TO HANDLE EMERGENCIES
There ara marny types of amergencies you may ancaurter whan you
drive. Knowing how 1o handle emergencies can help keep yvou safe.

Tire Blowouts

If wau have a tire blowout, da nat panic or averreact. Suddenly braking
ar abruptly rermowng yvour foot from the accelerator can rasult in a loss
of contral aver tha vehicla. Instead, you shauld take the following staps
recommendead by the Mational Highway Traffic Safety Admirstration:

v Hold the steering whesal with bath hands.

*  Maintain vour vehicle speed if passible and safe.

«  Gradually release the accelerator,

« Correct the steanng as recessary 1o stabilize yvour vehicle and regain
control

*  Look and steer in the direction yvou want your vehizle 1o go.

Once your vehicle has stabilzed, continue to slow down ard pull off
the road where ard when iUs safe,

Driving Off the Pavement
If waur wheals drift off the pavamsent:

1 Grip the steening wheel firmly.

2. Remewva yaur faot fram the acoelarator,

3. Brake gerithy

4. Check for trafhic behind you.

& Carafully steer back onto the pavemeant.

Dz nat pull or turn your steerirg wheal with too much farce. This may
cause you to drve inta ancoming traffic
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Overheating Conditions
I axtrame haat, yau shoula

*  Walch the temperature gauge.
o Avaid driving at high speeds for lorg penods
»  Turn off the ar conditicner.

In axtramea cold, you should

+ Walch the temperature gauge. The engine may nat hava tha corract
kevel of antifreaze

+  Use the defroster or slightly open yaur windows to keep them from
fogging up.
MNOTE: See the vehicle owrer's manual for more information

If Your Vehicle Becomes Disabled on the Freeway
If waur vehicle stops warking an the freeway.

1 Safely pull over to the right shoulder,

2. Exit on the nght side so vou are away from traffic if you must get out
of the vehicle

3. Dual 511 fram your cell phone or locate a call box for assistance.

4. Return tovour vehicle as soon as vou can. Get back into the vehicle
from the nght side {away from tratfic)

& Stay inside vour vehicle with your seat Belt oruntil help arrves

& Use your ermargency Mashers at your discretion. Thay can halp athear
wvahicles sea vou at night and in different weather conditizns

There ara certain circumstancas wheare it is safer to gat out of yvour
wahicle ard stay away. These include situations whare thare 15

+ Mot anough space on the shouldear,
A guardrail.
*  Ap area for vou to safely stay away from freeway lanes

California Highway Patrol (CHP) Freeway Service Patrol (FSF)

Curireg commute times, the CHP FSP provides free amergancy roadside
services in certain areas. If you get stuck an the freeway because your
wahicle stops running, PSP will

+  Prosvide a gallon of gas if vou run out.

«  umg start your vehicle if the battery iz dead
+  Refill your radiator and tape hoses.

* Change a flat tre.

* Repart a collisien to CHP



If FSP cannot start vour vehicke, they will have it towed [free of charge) to
a CHP-approvad lecation. CHP will ratify an auta club ar towirsg sarvics.

FSP will most:

+  Tow vour vehicke to a private regarr service or residence,

*  Recommend tow service companes or repair and body shops.

+  Tow motoroycles

v Help wvehicles which have been involsed ina collision, unless thay are
directed to by CHPE

Call 817 far FSP infarmation and assistanca.

Disabled Vehicles on Railroad Tracks
IF your vehicle stalls or stops while blocking
part of a train track with a train approaching
ared warning lights flashing

+  Immediately ext vour vehicle Bun away

frarm the tracks diagonally in the direction
the trair is comirg fram. Then call #11

If wau da not see a train approaching and
warring lights are not flashing

Exit wour vehicke. Dial the number
kcated on the railrcad crossing posts or metal contral box naar the
tracks. Provide tha crossing number [if posted). Tell them a vehiclais
on the tracks. Then call 911

Chrange Area is a crash amea,

DO NOT DRIVE DISTRACTED
Avaid distractions while you drive. Some comman distractions are
+  Loacking at a phore, navigation system, children, and pets.

«  Changirg music or valume.
Applying makaup or shawng.

CELL PHONES AND TEXTING
Cell phoras are the main source of distracted driving. Dnving while using
a handheld cell phone is unsafe and illegal

Adult drivers should anly use a call phane in hands-free mode when
RECESEAMY,

Do onot answer yvour cell phore if it rirgs. Lt the call g2 to voicemal If
wau rmiust return or make a call, pull safely off the road.
+  [oonot send or read text messages or emadls whike driving.

e |
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Mount vour call phane on the windshield, dashboard, or center
corsale [t carnat block your view of the road
v se the single swipe or tauch feature on the mounted cell phore

MINORS AND CELL PHONES

It is against the [aw for a minor 1o use a cell phone or alectrore wireless
device to answer calls and sand or respond 1o text messages while
drivirig

EXCEPTION: Minors may usea a cell phone to make a call for emergency
assistanca.

BE FAMILIAR WITH NEW TECHNOLOGY

The technology in vabuclas s always advarcing. We will see mare self-

driving vehicles and vehicles with advanced driver assistance systems
{A0AS) on the road. Vehicles with these svstems may respand to road

situations diffararitly thar a buman drver would,

BE AWARE OF CARBON MONOXIDE

All gas-powerad vahicles produce carbon monoxida. Carbon manoxda
i5 a deadly odorless gas released from a vahicle's exhaust pipe. Mever
start vour vehicke inside the garage with the door closed. Symptoms of
carbon manoxde paisaning nclude:

« Tiredress

* Yawnirg

»  [DeEnness

o Palsss

* Headache

*  Ringing in the sars

If wou are expenencing ary of thess symptoms, have yvour exhaust
system checkad.

S
rs



SECTION 9. Alcohol and Drugs

Calformia’s driving under the influence [DUIY laws apply to both aleshol
ard drugs. It s ilkegal to drive whike under tha influarnce of aleohal or ary

drug that affects your ability to drive safely. As vou age vour tolerance
to aleohol decreases, which increases the risk of aleshol-related driving
problems The law does not see a diference betwean ilkegal drugs and
medications you get from a doctor ar pharmacy. They can all affact your
ability 1o drive safely and react to what you see and hear

Mo matter what age you are, it 13 illagal to drive aftar.

+  [rinking excessive amaunts of alcobol inany farm. This includes
medications ke cough syrup

*  Taking ary drug that affects yvour ability 1o drive. This ircludes
prescrptions o aver-the-counter rmedications

*  sing any combination of aleohal or drugs that decreases yvour ability
to drive safehy

Make sure vou read medication labels and krow the effects of any drug
vau use [f a law enforcemeant officer thanks you are driving while under
the influence of drugs or aleohal, they have the right to ask you to take a
blaod ar urine test. If vou refuse to take one, DY will suspend or revoke
waur driving privilege for one year

IMPORTANT: If you are 13 ta 20 years old and corwvicted of operating
a bicyale while under the influence of alcobal or drugs, vour driving
privilege may be susperdad or dalayed far one yaar onca you ara
eligible ta drive.

USE OR POSSESSION OF ALCOHOL OR CANNAEIS
PRODUCTS IN A VEHICLE

The law s wery strict abaut carrying alcobol or cannabis products in
waur vahicke with vou. It is ilkegal to drink ary alcohal, o smake or aat
a cannabis product while vou are diving or riding as a passengar in
avehicle If yau are carnving alcahol or cannabis inovour vehicle the
cortaner must be sealed and urapaned. If it s opan, you must keep
the container in the trunk or place whers passengers do not it [tis
alez llegal to keap an open container of aleohal i your glove bex. This
law does ot apply i vou are a passenger in a bus, tax, camper, or
motorhome



BLOOD ALCOHOL CONCENTRATION (BAC) LIMITS
Whien vou consurme alcohol, traces of it anter vour bloodstrearm. Your

BAZ measures how much aleshol is present in yvour bloodstream.
It iz illegal for you to dreve if vou have a BAC of

o O0R%E ar higher if you are aver 21 years old

« 0% or higher if wou are under 21 years old

« 0% or higher at any age if vou are on DU probation

«  O04d9% or higher if vou drive a wehicle that requires a commercial
driver’s license.

o 0% ar higher if you are drivieg a passerger for hire.,

If wau drive with an illagal BAC, a law enfarcerment officar can charge you
withi DUIL Evern if your BAC iz below legal irmits, that does not maan it is
safe for you to drve. Almost everyone feels regatie effects of alcohal,
even at levels lower than the legal limit. Depending on how badly you are
impairad, you may be arrastad and convsted of a DU ever wathaut a
BAZ measurement.

The table below shaws BAC astimates basad an haw mary drinks are
consurred, gender, and body weight. Remamber, ever ore dnnk can

affect yvour ability to dnve safely.

BLGOD ALCOHOL CONCENTRATION (BAC]
Table for Male k) / Female [F)
Humbar of Bady ‘Weighi n Pourds
Drinks

ﬂIﬂIﬂI'ﬂI'ﬂlI'ﬂI

Subdtract $u01% for each 40 minutes that lepse boteman drnks.
1drink = 15 oz. B0 proof lguer, 12 oz 5% beer or & oz 12% wine.
Feweer than & persons out of 100 will exceed these values

NOTE: It i5 illegal to drink alcohol or take drugs when you are aperating
aboat, jet ski, water skis, aquaplane, or sirmalar vassals. Learm maore in thea
Cabforrua Harbaors and Navigabon Code



DUl ARRESTS

Whien vou drive in Califermia, you consant to a breath, Blood, or urime
test if a law enforcement officer suspects vou of DU If yvou agreed to
take a preliminary alcobal soreening (PAS) or breath test, you may still be
requirad to take a blood or unre test to Setect the presenca of drugs. I
wau refuse, DY will suspend or revoke your drivieg privikege. If you are
arrested for DU

«  Calformia’s Sdministrative Par Se law requires DY to suspeand your
driving privilege.
*  The law enforcement officer may take your driver’s license and give

wau a termparary diver's lcerse for 30 days.
*  You may request a DY admiristrative hearing within 10 days from

the date of vour arrest.

DUl CONVICTIONS
If wau are corvicted of a DU DY will suspend or revoke your driving
privilege for ane year And yvou.

+  Must complete a DU program.
o Must file a Califerria Insurance Proof Certificata (58 22058 1F).
Must pay any applicable icense reissue or restriction fees.

*  May be required to install an ignition interlock dewvice (IR} on wour
wahicla,

Here are some additional penalties if you are convicted of DLIL

*  You may be santenced to up o six manths injail.

*  You may have to pay a fine.

*  Law enforcement may impound yvour vehicle and you may have to
pay a starage fea.

[Fyou cause sanous injury or death while driving under the influerce
of drugs or aleshol, you may face civil lawsuits

Al DU convictions rermiain on your driver's record for 10 vears. If vou

getl any other DUls dunng that tirme, the court or DY may gve vou an
additional penalty

e |
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DRIVERS UNDER 21
If wou are under 21 vears old, there are additional laws for possessing ard

consurming aleshol.
Possessing alcohol:

You may nat carry ary alechal beverage inside a vabusle unless an
individual who is 21 vears old or aldar is with you. The containar must
be full sealed, and uncpened. If opened, the alcobal must be kept in
the trunk or place where passangers do not sit

EXCEPTION: If you are working for someana with an off-site liquor
sales license, you may carry alecholic beverages in closed contairars,
If wou are caught with aleohal inoyour vehicle, law enfarcemeant can
impound your vebasle for up ta 30 days. The court may fire you and
suspand vaur diver's icense for ona year. If you do mot already have
adrivers license, the court may ask DY to delay giving you your first
driver’s license for ug to one year,

Consuming alcoholk

If a law erforcement officer suspacts you of consumirg aleohal,
they can require ywau to take a hand-held breath test, PAS, or another
chemical tast.

If wou are corvicted of a DU with a BACS of 0015 or higher, DY may
revoke your driving privilege for ore yaar You must also complate a
lzersed DUl program.

If wour PAS shows a BAT of 0.05% or higher, the officar may raquire
wau 1o take a breath or blood test

If a later tast shows wau have a BAC of DO0BY or higher, you may bea
arrested for a DU and your driving privilege may be suspended

|



SECTION 10. Financial Responsibility, Insurance
Requirements, and Collisions

Yo must have yaur proof of financial responsibiity (nsurance) when you
drive and for a drve test. If vou get into a collision, you must show proof
to the other drivers imvolved in the collison.

INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS
Yaur Insuranca must cowver at least

530000 for a single death ar injury.
580000 for death or injury to more than ane person.
« 515000 for property damage.

Parents or guardians take on financial respansibility for drivers younger
thar 18 vears old and pay for damages if the driver is involeed ina
collizon. Drivars who are 18 yaars okd and older take or thair own
firancial respansibility,

Bafore vou buy insurarse, make sure that the agent, broker, or insurance
provider is licensed by the Califormia Department of Insurarce. For mare
infarmation, vist insurance.cagov/license-status/

Driving Without Insurance

Your driving privilege will be suspendead for up to four vears fyouare ina
collisien ard do not have proper insurance coverage. [t does ot matter
wha was at fault

Yo can get your driver’s license back durirg the last three vears of the
suspansion f you pravide a Califorria Insurance Proof Cartificate (SR 22/
SR 1P} and maintain it during the three-year pericd

Low-cost Insurance

If wau cannot afferd liakility insurance, vou may be eligible for the
Calformia Low Cost Automabile Insurance Program. For mare
infarmation, vist myleweostauto.com or call 1-855-802-8861



COLLISIONS
Undarstard factors that lead 1o collisions 20 vou can try to avaid theam

Gauses of Collisions
The mast camman causas of collisions are

Ciriver distractians

Unsafe spead.

Irrpropsar turms.

Mot fallowirg the right-of-way rales

Mot fallowirg stop signals and signs.

Criving on the wrong sida of the road.

A vehicle traveling faster or slower than the flow of traffic.

If vou see a vahicle's emeargency flashars abwead slow dawn. Thare may
be a collizion or other road emergency. Pass carefully.

Avaid driving near collisions, If passibka. IF anyors 15 imured, thay will get
halp faster if other vehicles are not blacking the road.

What to Do if You Are In a Collision
If wau are in a collsion:

You must stop. Someonea coukd be injured and read vaur belg. Falling
to stop or keavng the soena of an accdant is called a kit-and-run
The punishrment is severe if vou are comictad of a hit-and-run.

Call ¥ nght away f anyone is hurt,

Move yvour vehicle out of traffic if no one is hurt. Then call #11

Show your driver's lcense, vabucla registration card, insurarae
infarmation, and current addrass to the other driver, law erforcement
officer, ard aryone alse irvolved in the collizon.

You must make a repart to law enforcement within 24 haurs of the
collisan if anyona s injurad or killed. Your insuranca agent, broker, or
kegal represantative can alzo file tha repaort.

Try to find the owner if yvour vehicle kits or rolls inte a parked car or
other property. If vou cannot fird the awner, leave a rote with your
name, phana nurmibser, and address. Securely attach the note to the
vahicle or property. Report the collizion to law enforcameant.

If wou kill ar injure an animal, call the nearest humane sockety or law
enforcarment. Do nat try te move an injured animal.



Reporting a Collision
If wau are ir a collision, you must regart it ta D within 10 days if

*  The colision caused more than 51000 in damage to property
Aryane was inured or killed. This applies evan if the injuries wera
)liptd

Each driver must file a Repart of Traffic Accident Ocaurrirsg in
Calfarma (3R 1) with DMV at devieagoviaccidentreport. You (or

waur representative) must file a report whether or not vou caused the
collisizn. This applies even if the collison happened on private progerty,

Your drving privilege will be suspendad if vou fail to file a regart. Law
enforcemsant will not make a repart for vou,

COLLISIONS ON YOUR DRIVER'S RECORD

If yau are irvalved in a colision reasulting in 1000 in damage, or wharea
aryane is injured ar digs, it 1s your responsibility 1o regort the eallision
te DA DbV will acddd it te your driver's recaord. it does not matter who
Gaused the colision

==
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SECTION 1. Vehicle Registration Requirements

You need to register vour vehicle in Califormia to use it in the state. For
mare information, visit dmv.casgov/vrservices.

BUYING OR SELLING A VEHICLE
Whien vau buy a vahicle, you bave 10 days to transfer ownership o vour
namea

Whien vou sell a vehicle, vou must notify DAY withis five days
by completing a Motize of Transfer and Ralease of Liability at

dmv.cagov/nrl

OUT-OF-STATE VEHICLES

You have 20 days 1o register yvaur vehicle after you becorms

a resident or get a job in Califormia. For more infarmation, visit
dmv.cagovfoutofstatevr

All vakicles registerad in California are regquired to maat Califarnia
requirerments including vehicke emission contrals in support of
Calformia’s clean air standards. DY cannot register a vehicle if it does
nat gqualify.

|
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SECTION 12. Driver Safety

Evertually, every driver will need to evaluate and assess theair drivirg skills
ard abalities. If you are concaermed about your driving, ask a trusted driver
with & valid driver’s lcense to sit in the passenger seatl and observe your
driving. Your abserver should note ary dangerous driving behaviors and
give suggestions for improvement. Listen carefully and apply what you
have learrad. Consider professional driving lessons or drvirgg classes as
an alterrative.

Reexamination

The Wehicle Code allows DMY to irvestigate and reaxamine every driver’s
ability 1o operate a motor vehicle safely. A physical or mental condition

of paor driver's record can be the bags for a reexamination, nat a driver's
age. Drivers with a physical or mental condition can be refarred to DAV
by a physician, law erforcement, or family mamber by submitting a
completed Request for Driver Resxamination (D3 898 form.

Cognitive disorders, such as dementia, seizure disorder, brain tumor,
Parkirmson's disease, stroke, or vertigo, present a significant challerge to
safe drivirg. Individuals suffering from these conditions may lose their
ability ta drive safaly

NOTE: When a referral or diagnosis for a dnver with a mild cognitive
impairmanit 15 recenad by DMWY the Driver Safaty tearm will sohadule
a resxamination. Far mare information regarding the reexamination
process, vist dmvcagov/reexamination

DAY miay do the following:

»  Reguest medical inforrmation fram you or vaur physician

»  Cordust an in-parson or over the telephone reexamination

*  Require vou to take a knowledge, vision, or drivirg testjs)

*  [ssue yvou a limited term driver's sense

v Immediately suspand or revake yvaur diving privilege if vour physical
ar mental condition presents an immeadiate threat to public safety.

*  Take no action against your drivieg privilege

5 r]
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Priority Reexamination

If yau came in cortact with law enforcement and recenve a Notce
of Prionty Resxamination of Drver with a chack mark in the top bes,
carefully read the form. You have five waorking days to contact DY
to initiate the procass ar your driving privileges will be autarmatically
suspandad.
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Driver's License Restrictions
DAY places restrictions an a driver's lcernsa 1o ensure a driver 15
ocperating avehick within their abiity. Restrictions may be imposed by

LAY ar required by law. Bestrictions placed on your driving privilege will
be reasonable and necessary for yvour safety and the safety of others
Restrictions and conditions may include

*  Requiring a driver to place special mechanical devices on their
vahicle, such as hand contrals

*  Liriting when and whara a parson may drive, such as no night ar
freeway driving.

*  Requiring eveglasses or corrective contast lenses,

»  Regurirg additional devices, such as outskda mirrors.

NOTE: There are no specific restrictions for senicrs. 8l restnctions are
basad on corditions, not age.

Arw restriction placed o your driver’s license is based on the examiner's
firdiregs ard racommeandations.



SECTION 13. Seniors and Driving

Senior drivers often have unigue needs and concerns about driving.
Driving raguires cartain physical, visaal, and rmental abilities. We all warnt
to continue driving as lorg as we can. However, the time may comea when
wa must limit or stop driving temparanly or permanenth. Here are some
warming signs of an unsafe drver.

Getting lost in familiar places.
«  [ents and scrapes on the car, fences, mailbox, garage doors, ets.
*  Frequent clkse calls or collisions.

Senior drivers may conskder
*  Lirrticg or not drving at right
= |f right driving s necassary, choosa a wall-iit route.

*  [riving dunng the time of day when trathe is light

o Avaiding difficult intersactions.

o Dirvimg for shart distarnces o imiting driving 1o assantial places.
Mo freeway diving.

*  [nstalling an additisnal nght-side mirrar.

To gat the Driver Skills Salf-Azsessment Cuestionnaire, visit
dmv.ca.govfdriver-skills

Driver's License Renewal

If wau are 70 years old or older at the time your drver’s license axpires,
WL are raguiresd 19 renaw your drivers license in person and pass a
wisior tast. In some cases, other exams may be required. If a knowledge
test is regquired, vau may be eligible to select "eleaming’ when
completing yvour application anlire. DMY sends a renewal rotice to your
address of record about 90 days before your drver's licansa axpires.

If wou da not recaive a renewal rotice, complete a Drver License or
[dertification Card Application at dmv.cagovidiservices or at a DY
office Visit dmv.ca.govidriver-ed for more infarmation and sample tests.

DMV's Community Liaison and Outreach

The Cammurity Liaizons pimary function is 1o reprasant public safaty
intarasts for all Califermians, with a focus i addressirg the concerms

of sanior drivers and teens The liaison can assist as a go-betwesn to
ensure drivers are treated farly, consistenthy with laws and regulations,
ard wath digraty and respect. Whike the Commurity Liaison cannot
reprasent you in a DMY Fearirg or reexamination, they can provida yau
wilh useful toals ard information
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For information about outreach services in vour area or to speakto a
haizan, contact Community Laison and Outreach at (833) 493-0675

Cognitive Impairment

Saniors suffanng from dementia prasant a significart challernge to

safe drivirg. Individuals with progressive dementia ultimataly kase their
ability 1o drive safely |t is often up to caregmers, phyvacians, and law
enforcemsant, 1o stop these seniors from drivirg and arrarge alternatie
transportation. For more infarmation about the reaxamination process,
visit dmv.ca.gov/reexamination.

Mature Driver Program

The Mature Driver Improvement Pragram is an aight-hour course for
drivers 55 vears old and older. [t covers a rarge of topics that are of
spacial iInterest ta matura Srivers

Your insurance comparry may offer discounts if vou complete the
program Contact your insuranse provider with a copy of vaur
complation certificate. Your cartificate s valid for three yvears. You can
renenw it by completing arather four-hour coursa,

You can take the coursa thraugh DhV-approved praviders. Visit
dmyca.govfsenions for maore information, including lecations mear you.,

Senior ID Cards

If wau are &2 vears old or alder, vau are eligible for a no-fea Sariar ID
card. Drivers of any age who are unable to continue driving safely due to
a physical or mental condition may be eligible to exchanga ther drivar's
lizerse far a no-fea 1D card The ID card serves as idertification anby.
Catals may be found at dmvcagovfid-cards.



SECTION 14. Glossary

TERM DEFINITION

Behind-the= A& drive test where you have confral of the vehicle and are

wheal drive accompanied by a DY examiner who is evaluating yvour

test drrving skills

Blood alcohal  Your BAC is the amount af aleohol im your blood, For

concentration axampla, if yvour BAC 15 Q10%, that means yau have 010

(BAZ) grams of alzehol ir 100 milliliters of Blood.

Drrivi

pﬂﬂf DPE is the portion of the behind-the-wheal drive test

evaluat whien yvou drive vour car with a DY examiner who
evaluates vaur driving skills.

(DPE) Vo d

Pedestrian & pedesirian is a person walking and can also be a person
with a disability using a tricycle, quadneyele, or wheekshair
far transpartation.

Right-of-way  Helps determire wha is allowed to go first i stuations
whara vahiclas, pedestnans, and cyclhists meat on the
road.

Three-second A drving rule that halps you estimate how closaly yvau

rule shoukd follow ather vebicles Whan the vehicle in frant of
WO passes a certain point, such as a sign, count three
seconds. [f you pass the same paint bafare you firish
aounting, vou are following too closaly

Traffic citation Also known as a ticket, a traffic citation 1s an official
summons issued by law enforcament for viclating a traffic
L,

Vulrerable WHLUs are non-motorzed road users, such as ovelists,

road users pedeastnans, and persons with disabilties or reduced

(VRLU) mobility and arientation using a wheelcharr, tricycle, ar
quadricycle.

Yield Yield means to wait for, slow down, ard be ready to stop

If mecessary] to allow othar vehicles or pedestrians who
hawve right-af-way to procesd,



Save Time

GO ONLINE to fill out

your driver’s license or ID
renewal application

Use your computer, tablet,
or smartphone to fill out the
online renewal application

before visiting a DMV office.

fovailable in 10 languages

English Spanish
Chiness  Japaness
Eorearn Tagalag
Thal Wietn amress
Hindi Khimear




Opt-in for paperless notices
for your driver’s license

Make your selection at
dmv.ca.gov/paperless
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