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Introduction

Driving is a privilege and not a right. 
Drivers must drive responsibly and 
safely, obey traffic laws, and never 
drink and drive. Finally, make sure that 
you and your passengers are properly 
buckled up – it’s the law!

Dear Michigan Motorist:

Today’s vehicles are loaded with technology that was unheard of even a 
decade ago. Systems that warn when you are drifting from your lane, assist 
you in parallel parking, automatically brake in emergency situations and 
provide 360 degrees of vision around the vehicle via a camera are becoming 
standard, even on moderately priced vehicles. As remarkable as these leaps in 
automotive technology are, the truth is that the most important safety feature 
in any vehicle remains you as the driver.

Therefore, it is to your benefit to continue improving and expanding your 
knowledge of traffic laws and safe driving practices. Driving is a privilege. 
Once you have been issued a driver’s license, you have the responsibility to 
continually demonstrate the skill and knowledge to drive safely.

Whether you have been behind the wheel for decades or are just starting to 
venture out, driving is a discipline that requires judgment, knowledge, physical 
and mental self-awareness, and practice. What Every Driver Must Know is an 
excellent resource for assisting you on this lifelong journey.

Jocelyn Benson
Michigan Secretary of State
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Resources
A resource guide is located in the back of this manual. 
It lists resources, such as websites, online study guides 
and other materials, and a customer service number 
for more information about the topics in What Every 
Driver Must Know.

2023 Michigan crash facts
Before you read further, consider these facts about 
driving in Michigan from the Michigan State Police 
Traffic Crash Facts.

•	 287,953 traffic crashes were reported, of which 
1,021 of those were fatal, and 51,097 resulted in 
personal injuries.

•	 Of the 1,021 fatal crashes that occurred in 
Michigan, 272 (26.6%) were alcohol-involved, 
with at least one drinking operator, bicyclist, or 
pedestrian.

•	 A total of 2,284 crashes resulted from a driver, 
pedestrian, or bicyclist using a cell phone.

•	 There were 1,725 people injured and 19 people 
killed as a result of a vehicle-deer crash. Eleven of 
the fatalities were motorcyclists.

•	 Licensed drivers ages 15-20 represented 6.6 
percent of Michigan’s driving population. The 
drivers in this age group represented 10.1 percent 
(49,041) of drivers in all crashes and 8.2 percent 
(136) of drivers in fatal crashes.

•	 According to the Michigan Department of Health 
and Human Services, the No. 2 cause of fatal 
injuries in Michigan for children age 0-14 is motor 
vehicle crashes.
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When you apply for a driver’s license or state ID, you have the opportunity to join the Michigan 
Organ Donor Registry.

Joining the Michigan Organ Donor Registry means that upon your death, you agree to become 
an organ, eye and tissue donor to save up to 8 lives, and potentially heal up to 125 others.

It’s important to share your decision with your loved ones.

Note: This registration is a binding, legal document of your generous gift. This is referred 
to as First person Authorization.

A few facts about organ donation
•	 Up to 2,500 patients in Michigan are waiting 

for an organ transplant, and over 100,000 are 
waiting nationally. 

•	 Most major religions support donation. 

•	 Don’t rule yourself out for health reasons. 
Medical experts decide which organs and 
tissues, if any, are healthy enough to help others. 

•	 There is no age limit for organ and tissue 
donation.

•	 Organ donation is not considered until every 
effort to save the patient’s life has been 
exhausted. 

•	 There is no cost to the donor or their family. 

•	 A majority of Michiganders – 4.6 million – are 
registered organ donors.

•	 For more facts and information, visit golm.org/faqs

Please join the Michigan 
Organ Donor Registry.

Sign up when you apply 
in person or online at 
Michigan.gov/SOS.
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Chapter 1: Your Driver’s License

Did you know that. . . ? 
•	 In 1901, the Michigan Secretary of State became 

responsible for maintaining records of motor 
vehicles and drivers operating in the state.

•	 In 1947, the minimum age to obtain a Michigan 
driver’s license was raised from 14 years to 16 years.

•	 In 1970, Michigan issued its first motorcycle 
endorsement to State Rep. Loren Anderson.

Who is a resident?
You must reside in Michigan and have established 
that you are legally present in the state to be 
considered a Michigan resident.

Under state law, the Secretary of State cannot issue 
an original driver’s license or state identification card 
to anyone who is not a legal Michigan resident.

New Michigan residents
If you are a new Michigan resident, you must 
immediately title and register your vehicle at a 
Secretary of State office. You will turn in the vehicle’s 
title or proof of ownership from your previous 
home state. If you have a driver’s license or state 
identification card from another state, you may use 
it until your Michigan residency is established. Once 
residency is established, visit a Secretary of State 
office to apply for a Michigan driver’s license or state 
ID card.

The Secretary of State will contact your previous 
home state to obtain your driving record, which 
then becomes part of your Michigan driving record. 
If your out-of-state driver’s license is suspended or 
revoked, you must contact your previous state to 
clear any outstanding issues before your application 
for a Michigan license will be accepted.

When your application for a Michigan license is 
accepted, your out-of-state driver’s license will 

be invalidated and returned to you. Michigan law 
allows drivers to hold only one valid driver’s license 
at a time.

Licensing requirements
You must meet certain requirements before a 
Michigan driver’s license can be issued. The 
requirements for obtaining a license vary depending 
on the type of license, group designator or 
endorsement needed.

Specialized licenses, such as a chauffeur’s license or 
commercial driver’s license, may require additional 
testing and a background check. Please make sure 
you have the correct documents before visiting a 
Secretary of State office to apply for a license.

You will not be issued a Michigan license if:

•	 You have never been issued a driver’s license by 
any state or country, AND

•	 You have two or more convictions for moving 
violations on your driving record within three years 
of the date that you apply for a license. 

To apply for a license, there can be no more than 
one conviction on your driving record within three 
years of your application date.

Chapter 1: Your Driver’s License
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Michigan licenses, designators 
and endorsements
Operator’s license: Basic Michigan driver’s license.

Chauffeur’s license: You must be at least age 16. A 
chauffeur’s license is required if you are employed for 
the principal purpose of operating a motor vehicle 
with a Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR) of 10,000 
pounds or more, operating a motor vehicle as a 
carrier of passengers or as a common or contract 
carrier of property, or operating a bus or a school 
bus. You must pass the written chauffeur’s test. A 
commercial driver’s license also may be required, 
depending on the vehicle type or the Gross Vehicle 
Weight Rating.

Commercial driver’s license: Required if you are 
operating a single vehicle with a Gross Vehicle 
Weight Rating (GVWR) of 26,001 pounds or more, 
operating a combination vehicle towing a trailer 
or other vehicles with a GVWR of 10,001 pounds or 
more when the Gross Combination Weight Rating 
(GCWR)is 26,001 pounds or more, operating a 
vehicle designed to transport 16 or more people 
(including the driver), or carrying hazardous materials 
in amounts requiring placarding. Written knowledge 
tests and road tests are required. Group A, Group B 
and Group C designators, and endorsements T, P, N, 
H, X and S will be required depending on the type of 
commercial vehicle operated.

Before you can operate commercial motor vehicles, 
you must be at least age 18, have been suspension 
free for 36 months before the date of application 
and have the appropriate Michigan CDL group 
designation on your driver’s license. Drivers between 
ages 18 and 21 can operate a commercial vehicle 
only in Michigan. You must be at least age 21 to drive 
a vehicle across state lines or to transport hazardous 
materials in amounts that require placarding. 
Requirements for testing and obtaining a CDL are 
available at Michigan.gov/SOS, including a PDF of 
the Michigan Commercial Driver’s License Manual.

Enhanced driver’s license: Allows you to re-enter 
the United States by land or sea from Canada, 
Mexico, Bermuda and the Caribbean without the 
need to present any additional identity documents. 
Enhanced licenses and state IDs are also REAL ID 
compliant.

Graduated driver’s license: Level 1 Learner’s, Level 
2 Intermediate and Level 3 Full licenses are issued 
as part of Michigan’s driver education program for 
teens under age 18.

Moped license: A valid operator’s or chauffeur’s 
license may be used to operate a moped on 
Michigan roads. You are not eligible for a moped 
license if your operator’s or chauffeur’s license is 
suspended, revoked or denied. Unlicensed teens 
age 15 or older with parental approval may apply for 
a moped license at a Secretary of State office. Vision, 
written knowledge and traffic sign tests will be given. 
See Chapter 6 for more information about moped 
licenses and mopeds.

Motorcycle endorsement (CY): A CY endorsement 
is required to operate a motorcycle on Michigan 
roads. Successful completion of a motorcycle rider 
education course or the written knowledge test and 
motorcycle skills test is required. A motorcycle rider 
education course is required for teens ages 16-17 
and for adults who fail the motorcycle skills test twice.

A restricted motorcycle endorsement (CY 3W 
restriction) is also issued that allows a rider to operate 
only three-wheeled motorcycles on Michigan roads.  
You must successfully complete a three-wheeled 
motorcycle safety course or the written knowledge 
test and three-wheel motorcycle skills test to earn a 
CY 3W restriction.

Recreational Double ”R” endorsement: Required for 
a pickup truck pulling a fifth-wheel trailer designed 
for recreational living purposes, with a second trailer 
attached to the rear of the fifth-wheel trailer. A 
knowledge test is required.

Farmer endorsement: A specialized endorsement 
used by farming operations to move equipment, 
livestock and produce. A general knowledge test 
and a combination vehicles’ test may be required.

Michigan and REAL ID
Beginning May 7, 2025, Michigan residents boarding 
a plane for domestic travel in the United States or 
entering certain federal facilities, military bases 
and nuclear power plants must present a REAL 
ID-compliant document.

Chapter 1: Your Driver’s License
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Some examples of REAL ID-compliant documents 
include driver’s licenses and state IDs issued by states 
that meet federal REAL ID standards, and valid U.S. 
passports and passport cards. The Transportation 
Security Administration has a list of acceptable 
documents on its website at tsa.gov.

You will know that a Michigan driver’s license or state 
ID card is REAL ID compliant because it has either a 
star in a gold circle or a star in an image of Michigan 
printed in the upper right-hand corner. Enhanced 
licenses and IDs that do not have a star on them 
are REAL ID compliant and will be printed with a star 
when renewed or replaced.

Applying for a REAL ID-compliant card is optional. 
You may not need a REAL ID-compliant license or 
state ID card if you:

•	 Do not fly and do not plan to enter certain federal 
facilities, military bases and nuclear power plants.

•	 Have an acceptable alternative to a state-issued 
REAL ID-compliant driver’s license or state ID card, 
such as a valid U.S. passport.

There is no extra cost if you apply for a REAL ID when 
renewing your driver’s license or state ID card. If you 
apply for a REAL ID-compliant card at any other 
time, a duplicate card fee will be due.

If you choose not to get a REAL ID-compliant card, 
your standard Michigan license or state ID card will 
have “Not for Federal Identification” printed on it. 
Your card remains valid for driving (license), and 
may be used as identification for cashing checks, 
renting vehicles, purchasing age-restricted items 
and entering casinos (license or state ID card).

Moved to Michigan from 
another state or country

If you have moved to Michigan from another state or 
country, you should apply for a Michigan license as 
soon as you have established residency.

You will need to bring the following documents to 
a Secretary of State office. More information about 
each of these is found later in Chapter 1.

•	 Proof of a Social Security number.

•	 Proof of U.S. citizenship or legal presence.

•	 Proof of your identity.

•	 Proof of Michigan residency.

After your documents are approved, a vision test will 
be given.

You also may be required to take a written knowledge 
test, obtain a temporary instruction permit (TIP) and 
pass a driving skills test. Other tests may be required 
depending on the type of license.

If you are from another U.S. state, Canada, Germany or 
the Republic of Korea (South Korea), you may convert 
your driver’s license to a Michigan license without the 
written knowledge test, TIP or driving skills test.

If you have an expired foreign driver’s license or 
an out-of-state license that has been expired for at 
least four years, you must apply for a TIP and pass a 
driving skills test before a Michigan license may be 
issued. For more information about obtaining a TIP, 
please read the section titled Temporary instruction 
permit in this chapter.

Your photograph will be taken.

A license fee will be due. Fees vary depending on the 
license type and the addition of any endorsements 
or group designators. Your new Michigan license 
should arrive in the mail in about three weeks.

In 1955, Michigan became the FIRST state 
to require teens under age 18 to take driver 
education. 

Under 18 – Graduated Driver 
Licensing
If you are under age 18, you must successfully pass 
Graduated Driver Licensing. (This requirement is 
waived if you have had a valid license from another 
state for more than a year.) Parents and guardians 
should check with their insurance agent about the 
appropriate coverage for their teen driver.

Chapter 1: Your Driver’s License
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Under Graduated Driver Licensing, you must 
complete two segments of driver education 
instruction and meet the requirements for each of the 
three licensing levels. Driving privileges are increased 
at each new licensing level as you gain greater skill 
and confidence. GDL ends when you turn age 18.

Driver education Segment 1: To apply, you must be 
at least 14 years, 8 months and have your parent or 
guardian’s permission to start Segment 1. Segment 1 
requires at least 24 hours of classroom instruction, a 
minimum of six hours of behind-the-wheel instruction, 
a minimum of four hours of observation time in a 

training vehicle and a minimum of 70 percent on the 
Segment 1 state exam.

GDL Level 1 Learner’s License: To apply, you must 
be at least 14 years, 9 months old, visit a Secretary 
of State office with your parent or legal guardian, 
pass the vision and health standards, and present 
the following documents: Segment 1 Certificate of 
Completion, proof of a valid Social Security number 
(or a letter of ineligibility), proof of U.S. citizenship 
or legal presence, proof of identity and proof of 
Michigan residency. (The last four requirements are 
discussed later in this chapter.)

Michigan driver education in 1956. (Michigan State Library)

Chapter 1: Your Driver’s License
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Student drivers who are issued a photo license hard 
card (instead of a paper license) for a GDL Level 1 
Learner’s License will not need to return to the office 
for their Level 2 Intermediate License. Their operator’s 
license will be mailed to them upon turning 18.

Once the Level 1 Learner’s License is issued, you 
may only drive with a licensed parent, guardian or 
designated, licensed adult age 21 or older seated 
in the front seat next to you. (The designated adult 
will need a signed letter of authorization from the 
parent or guardian.) You must keep a driving log that 
tracks your supervised driving time (and complete 
a minimum of 50 hours, including 10 hours at night) 
before taking the driving skills test. Kelsey’s Law 
prohibits you from using a cell phone while driving. 

Driver education Segment 2: To apply, you must 
present a driving log of at least 30 hours of supervised 
driving time (including a minimum of 2 hours at night) 
with your parent, guardian or designated adult. You 
must have held your Level 1 Learner’s License for at 
least three consecutive months.

Segment 2 consists of a minimum of 6 hours of 
classroom instruction. You must pass the Segment 2 
state exam with a minimum of 70 percent.

Driving skills test: To apply, you must be at least age 
15 and have completed Segment 2, along with a 
minimum of 50 hours of supervised driving time, 
including 10 hours at night. You must have held your 
GDL Level 1 Learner’s License for at least six months.

You will need to present your completed driving 
log, your Level 1 Learner’s License, Segment 2 
Certificate of Completion along with insurance and 
registration for the vehicle you will be driving during 
the test. Driving skills tests are given by driver testing 
businesses approved by the Secretary of State. More 
information about the driving skills tests is found later 
in this chapter.

GDL Level 2 Intermediate License: To apply, you 
must be at least age 16 and have held your Level 1 
Learner’s License for at least 6 months. You must have 
no violations, at-fault crashes or suspensions on your 
driving record for the 90 days preceding your license 
application. Teens with the photo license hard card 
meeting these requirements and who passed the 
driving skills test will automatically advance to the 
Level 2 Intermediate License.

Teens with the paper Level 1 Learner’s License must 
visit a Secretary of State office and provide their 
Level 1 Learner’s License, Michigan Driver Education 
Segment 2 Certificate of Completion, Driving Skills 
Test Certificate, and other documents verifying the 
teen’s valid Social Security number (or proof of 
ineligibility), legal presence in the U.S., identity, and 
Michigan residency as explained in the form Applying 
for a license or ID card? (SOS-428) available on the 
Secretary of State website at Michigan.gov/SOS.

Level 2 Intermediate License restrictions prohibit you 
from driving between 10 p.m. and 5 a.m. unless one 
of the following applies: You are accompanied by a 
parent, guardian or designated, licensed adult age 
21 or older, or you are operating the vehicle in the 
course of your employment or while going to or from 
employment, or while going to or from an authorized 
activity.

You may not have more than one passenger under 
the age of 21 in the vehicle with you at any time unless 
one of the following applies: Your parent, guardian or 
a licensed, designated adult age 21 or older is in the 
vehicle with you, the passengers are members of your 
immediate family, or you are operating the vehicle 
in the course of your employment or while going to 
or from employment, or while going to or from an 
authorized activity.

Under Kelsey’s Law, you may not use a phone while 
driving, except for emergencies. Violators could face 
a civil infraction with fines and/or community service.

GDL Level 3 Full License: To be eligible, you must be at 
least age 17 and have held the Level 2 Intermediate 
License for at least six months. You must have driven 
12 consecutive months without a moving violation, 
an at-fault crash, a license suspension or a violation 
of any of the GDL restrictions.

This license is automatically issued at no fee if all 
requirements are met, and parental authorization 
was granted. There are no state-imposed license 
restrictions, although parents or guardians may 
request to delay advancing their teen to a Level 3 
Full License if they feel the teen is not yet ready.

Chapter 1: Your Driver’s License
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18 and older – never been 
licensed
If you are age 18 or older and have never been 
licensed, you must apply for a temporary instruction 
permit (TIP) at a Secretary of State office and pass 
a driving skills test administered by a driver testing 
business.

As part of your application, you will need to 
present proof of a valid Social Security number, U.S. 
citizenship or legal presence, identity and Michigan 
residency (more information follows this section). Your 
application will proceed quicker if you pre-apply at 
Michigan.gov/SOS before scheduling your Secretary 
of State office appointment.

To prepare for the written knowledge and road 
skills tests, study What Every Driver Must Know and 
the Driving Skills Test Study Guide available on our 
website. The written knowledge test is provided at 
all Secretary of State offices at no charge. You also 
have the option of taking an online version of the test 
at home on your own computer or laptop for a $6.50 
convenience fee. More information is available on 
the Secretary of State website. Your TIP will be issued 
after you pass the written knowledge and vision tests, 
pay the TIP fee and have your photograph taken. 
Fees will vary depending on the license type. 

You must practice driving with a licensed adult for at 
least 30 days before taking a driving skills test. After 
you pass the driving skills test, the results will be sent 
to the department. Your Michigan driver’s license will 
be processed and should arrive in the mail in about 
three weeks.

Providing your Social 
Security number

State and federal laws require the Secretary of 
State to collect Social Security numbers to verify U.S. 
citizenship or legal presence and to assist in child 
support collection. A letter of ineligibility from the 
Social Security Administration must be presented if 
you do not have a Social Security number and wish 
to obtain a driver’s license or ID card. The letter can 
be no more than 60 days old. All Social Security 
information will be verified. 

For questions about Social Security or to replace 
a lost Social Security card, contact the SSA at 

800-772-1213 (voice), 800-325-0778 (TTY) or visit the 
SSA website at ssa.gov for more information and to 
request a Social Security card online.

Providing proof of legal 
presence

To apply for a driver’s license or state ID card, 
valid proof of U.S. citizenship or legal presence in 
the United States must be presented. Some of the 
documents that may be provided as proof of U.S. 
citizenship or legal presence include a certified copy 
of your birth certificate with a raised seal issued by a 
government unit in the United States or U.S. territory, 
a valid, unexpired U.S. passport or a certificate of 
citizenship or naturalization, a Permanent Resident 
Card, or an Employment Authorization Card.

The first and last names and date of birth on the legal 
presence and identity documents should match. If 
your current legal name is different from the name 
on your birth certificate or legal presence document, 
you must show legal proof of the name change, such 
as an original marriage license, divorce decree or 
court order for each time the name was changed.

Providing proof of identity
You must also provide proof of identity when applying 
for a driver’s license or state ID card. Only original 
documents will be accepted. Photocopies or faxes 
cannot be used. More than one document may be 
required.

Out-of-state and Canadian applicants may use their 
out-of-state or Canadian driver’s license as proof of 
identity (licenses expired for less than four years will 
be accepted).

Providing proof of residency
Before your driver’s license or state ID card application 
can be processed, you must present proof that you 
are a Michigan resident. At least two documents 
are required. Acceptable documents include a 
utility bill, credit card bill or account statement 
issued within the last 90 days, pay stub, earnings 
statement, mortgage, rental or lease agreement, 
or an insurance policy. Residency documents in a 
family member’s name may be used if the family 
relationship can be established by other forms of 
documented proof.
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Physical standards
The Secretary of State office staff will ask you a few 
general health questions as part of the screening 
process. Your application may be denied pending a 
reexamination with additional medical information if 
there is any question about your physical condition 
and your ability to operate a motor vehicle safely.

Vision and knowledge tests
You will be given a vision test to determine if your 
vision meets minimum standards. If corrective lenses, 
such as glasses or contact lenses, are needed to 
pass the test, your driver’s license will indicate you 
must wear them while driving.

If you fail the vision test, your eye-care specialist 
must complete a vision statement documenting that 
you meet the vision standards. Sometimes driving 
limitations, such as “daylight driving only,” will be 
required based on the vision statement and other 
information acquired by the Secretary of State.

If you are required to take a knowledge test for 
your original operator’s or chauffeur’s license, or a 
commercial driver’s license, arrive at the Secretary 
of State office at least one hour before closing to 
allow enough time to complete the test.

If you have difficulty speaking or reading English, office 
staff will provide a list of available foreign language 
interpreters. Foreign language interpreters may be 
used on all written tests, except CDL knowledge tests. 
Knowledge tests are available in many languages. 
Contact the Department of State Information Center 
at 888-SOS-MICH (767-6424) in advance to obtain 
a list of interpreters. Hearing-impaired customers 
can request a sign language interpreter or use an 
interpreter they know.

Temporary instruction permit
A temporary instruction permit (TIP) is valid for 180 
days. It allows you to practice driving with a licensed 
adult before taking the driving skills test. A TIP is issued 
to people who have never been licensed, who have 
a foreign license and wish to get a Michigan license, 
or whose license has been expired for at least four 
years and wish to reapply.

To apply for a TIP, present the following at your local 
Secretary of State office:

•	 Proof of Social Security number.

•	 Proof of U.S. citizenship or legal presence.

•	 Proof of identity.

•	 Proof of Michigan residency.

In addition, you must:

•	 Pass a vision test and meet health standards set 
by the Secretary of State.

•	 Pass the written knowledge and road sign tests.

•	 Pay the TIP fee and have your photograph taken.

After obtaining your TIP: 

•	 Practice driving. You must complete a minimum 
of 30 days of practice driving on a TIP before 
taking the driving skills test. You are encouraged to 
enroll in an adult driver education course before 
taking the driving skills test. Courses are taught 
by professional, certified instructors and include 
supervised driving time on a driving range and the 
road. Check online for driver education providers 
in your area. Information about driver education 
providers is also available on the “New drivers (18 
and older)” web page on the Secretary of State 
website.

•	 Pass a driving skills test. Information about driver 
testing businesses is available on the “New drivers 
(18 and older)” web page on the Secretary of 
State website. The driving skills test will be given 
by a driver testing business approved by the 
Secretary of State.

•	 Once the department receives the results of 
your skills test, your license will be processed and 
mailed.

•	 You will be issued a temporary operator’s permit 
(TOP) that can be printed from your Department 
of State MiLogin customer account. The TOP 
allows you to drive until your new Michigan driver’s 
license arrives in the mail.

In some instances, because of medical conditions 
or other reasons, restrictions may be placed on your 
driver’s license. If any special licensing conditions 
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are required, these conditions or restrictions will be 
printed on the driver’s license. Drivers licensed for 
the first time are placed on probation for a minimum 
of three years. 

The motorcycle TIP
The motorcycle temporary instruction permit (TIP) 
gives new riders an opportunity to practice riding 
on public roads under the constant supervision 
of an experienced motorcyclist before taking the 
motorcycle skills test. The motorcycle TIP is a transitory 
tool used to obtain the Michigan motorcycle 
endorsement; it is not meant to be used in place of a 
motorcycle endorsement. A motorcycle TIP is good 
for 180 days. Only two motorcycle TIPs will be issued 
to a rider in a 10-year period. 

To apply for a motorcycle TIP, you must:

•	 Be at least age 16.

•	 Hold a valid Michigan driver’s license.

•	 Pass the vision test and motorcycle knowledge 
test.

•	 Pay the TIP fee.

The motorcycle TIP places certain restrictions on 
you for your safety. Whenever you ride, you must be 
under the constant visual supervision of a licensed 
motorcycle operator who is at least age 18. You are 
not allowed to ride at night or carry passengers.

Driving skills test
You will need to take a driving skills test if:

•	 You are applying for a Level 2 Intermediate 
License under Graduated Driver Licensing.

•	 You are age 18 or older, have never been licensed 
and are applying for an original license.

•	 Your last driver’s license has been expired for more 
than four years.

•	 You hold a driver’s license from a country other 
than Canada, Germany, or the Republic of Korea 
(South Korea).

Eligibility requirements for taking a driving skills test 
differ depending on your age.

If you are younger than age 18, you must have:

•	 Completed Segment 2 of driver education.

•	 Your log showing that you have completed at 
least 50 hours of supervised driving, including 10 
hours at night. (Driving logs are available in The 
Supervised Driving Guide or through the free 
mobile app RoadReady.) 

•	 Held a Level 1 Learner’s License for at least six 
months.

•	 Not had any convictions, civil infractions, license 
suspensions or at-fault crashes during the 90 days 
immediately preceding your driving skills test and 
application for your Level 2 Intermediate License.

If you are age 18 or older, you must:

•	 Obtain a temporary instruction permit before 
taking a driving skills test. A 30-day practice period 
may be required.

Driving skills tests are administered by independent  
driver testing businesses approved by the Secretary 
of State. Information about driver testing businesses is 
available on the “New drivers” web pages (for under 
18 and for 18 and older) on the Secretary of State 
website. Be sure to ask the driver testing business you 
choose about its pricing policies before scheduling 
your test. The Secretary of State does not set driving 
skills test fees or pricing policies.

Applicants who are hard of hearing or not fluent 
in English may use an interpreter during the driving 
skills test. (Interpreters are not allowed during either 
the written knowledge tests or the driving skills test 
for a commercial driver’s license.) The interpreter 
will be required to present photo identification to 
the examiner and may only interpret the instructions 
as the examiner gives them. Lists of approved sign 
language and foreign language interpreters are 
available through the department. Applicants may 
also bring their own interpreter. For more information, 
please call the Department of State Information 
Center at 888-SOS-MICH (767-6424).
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The first part of the driving skills test requires you to 
pass a series of off-street, closed-course maneuvers 
followed by an on-road driving skills test. After passing 
the first part, you must then pass an on-road driving 
test to receive your driving skills receipt. The driving 
skills test includes urban, expressway, rural highway 
and residential driving.

Complete study information is provided in the Driving 
Skills Test Study Guide available on the Secretary of 
State website. You should review this study guide 
thoroughly before taking the driving skills test.

Restricted license due to a 
health condition

When applying for or renewing a driver’s license, you 
may be asked to provide a Physician’s Statement of 
Examination. A physician’s statement is needed for 
any physical or mental infirmity, impairment, disability 
or disease that may affect your ability to drive 
safely. A physician’s statement also is required if the 
Secretary of State has reason to believe you have 
had a fainting spell, blackout, seizure or other loss 
of consciousness in the preceding six months. For a 
chauffeur’s license or a commercial driver’s license, 
you must not have had any blackouts, fainting spells 
or seizures within the last 12 months.

A vision statement may also be requested in some 
cases. A physician or physician’s assistant licensed 
in Michigan or another state must complete the 
physician’s statement. The physician or physician’s 
assistant must accurately describe your condition, 
including any disability or illness, and any medications 
you have been taking. The form must be returned 
to the Secretary of State Driver Assessment Section 
where the physician’s statement will be reviewed 
to determine if you meet Michigan’s physical and 
mental standards.

An unrestricted driver’s license may be issued if a 
physician’s statement does not indicate a physical 
or mental impairment is present and if all other 
standards are met.

If a physician’s statement indicates a serious 
physical or mental condition at the time you renew 
your driver’s license, you will be required to attend 
a driver reexamination. During the reexamination, 

your ability to operate a motor vehicle safely will be 
evaluated. Every effort will be made to help you keep 
your driver’s license and continue to drive safely. If 
you have such a condition and are renewing your 
license, please begin the renewal process several 
weeks before your license expires to allow adequate 
time for processing.

If a restricted driver’s license is issued because of a 
disability or illness, a periodic driver reexamination 
may be required. 

Probationary license program
New drivers, including teen drivers under Graduated 
Driver Licensing, are placed on probation for a 
minimum of three years. The probationary period is a 
way for the Secretary of State to monitor the driving 
performance of new drivers. Probation is a separate 
program from GDL, but works like GDL to encourage 
new drivers to reduce their crash risk and drive safely.

Changing information on your 
license

It is important that your driver’s license shows your 
correct name and residential address. If you need 
to change your name on your driver’s license, you 
must first change your name with the Social Security 
Administration. Present your proof of name change 
along with your valid driver’s license to the SSA. 
Allow at least three business days for the SSA website 
to update before visiting a Secretary of State office. 
At the office, present your license and proof of 
the name change, such as a marriage certificate, 
divorce decree or legal name change document. 
The name change will be processed and a new 
driver’s license will be issued for a fee.

Michigan law requires that your driver’s license 
address corresponds to your residence address, and 
matches the address on your voter identification 
card. You may submit a change of address online at 
Michigan.gov/SOS, at a Secretary of State office or 
by mail. There is no charge for this service.

A change of address submitted online will update 
your driver’s license or state ID card and your voter 
registration. You will also have the opportunity 
to update the address for any vehicle records
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connected to your driver’s license account. A 
change of address for other vehicles you may own 
that are not connected to your driver’s license 
account must be submitted when conducting a 
vehicle transaction. 

You also may submit a change of address by mail. 
Change-of-address forms are available on the 
Secretary of State website. Complete the form and 
mail it to the address provided.

When you submit a change of address in person 
or by mail, the procedures for updating your voter 
registration address also will be explained. Your driver’s 
license may be suspended or revoked if you fail to 
change your address with the Secretary of State.

Renewing your license
Your driver’s license is usually valid for four years and 
expires on your birthday in the year shown on the 
license. If you are under age 21, your driver’s license 
expires on your 21st birthday.

The Secretary of State sends a renewal notice well 
in advance of the date your driver’s license expires. 
The renewal notice is sent to the address listed on 
department records. Do not let your driver’s license 
expire unless you will no longer be driving. Driving 
without a valid license is illegal.

If you renew your driver’s license after its expiration 
date, you will pay a late fee in addition to the regular 
renewal fee.

A driver’s license will not be renewed if it has 
been suspended, revoked, or denied. A renewal 
application also may be denied if you have failed 
to provide a valid Social Security number or letter 
of ineligibility from the Social Security Administration 
and proof of U.S. citizenship or legal presence.

If you are not required to visit a Secretary of State 
office to renew your driver’s license, you may renew 
it by mail, at Michigan.gov/SOS or at a self-service 
station. Self-service stations are located at various 
Secretary of State offices and at other locations such 
as select Meijer and Kroger stores. Find a self-service 
station near you at Michigan.gov/SOS.

You must renew your driver’s license every 12 years 
at a Secretary of State office. A vision screening 
will be given and a new photograph will be taken. 

Cash, checks and money orders as well as American 
Express, Discover, MasterCard and Visa debit and 
credit cards, and Apple Pay, Google Pay, and 
Samsung Pay are accepted at Secretary of State 
offices. Make an appointment to visit an office at 
Michigan.gov/SOS.

The decision to stop driving
Choosing to give up your privilege to drive can be 
difficult. There are many questions to consider when 
making this decision. How comfortable do you feel 
when driving? Do you feel it is becoming too risky 
to drive? Do you get lost frequently or forget where 
you are going? Are you worried that your health or 
medications are adversely affecting your driving? 
Have you had one or more “close” calls or a serious 
crash? Your decision is important because it not only 
involves your independence but your safety and the 
safety of others on the road.

There are a number of organizations that have 
publications and resources available to help you 
decide when it may be time to give up driving. 
Aging drivers, their families and the professionals who 
work with them are invited to visit the Safe Drivers 
Smart Options: Keys to Lifelong Mobility website at 
Michigan.gov/AgingDriver.

Developed by a consortium of state and private 
entities, this website is an online resource for active 
older drivers, and for those who need to limit their 
driving and find other transportation choices. 
Website visitors will find useful information such 
as how to assess driving skills, transition to driving 
retirement and identify alternative transportation 
options in their area. The website includes a PDF of 
the booklet Michigan’s Guide for Aging Drivers and 
Their Families.

When you make the decision to give up driving, 
return your driver’s license to a Secretary of State 
office and apply for a state ID card.

A state ID card is used in place of the driver’s license 
for identification purposes. Free ID cards are provided 
to those who are legally blind, drivers 65 or older who 
voluntarily relinquish their driver’s license and drivers 
whose driving privilege is suspended, revoked or 
denied due to a physical or mental disability.
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Chapter 2: Your Driving Record

Did you know that . . . ?
•	 In 1901, the Michigan Secretary of State was 

given the responsibility of maintaining records of 
motor vehicles and drivers operating in the state.

•	 By 1913, Michigan had 60,438 registered motor 
vehicles, more than 20 times the number eight 
years earlier. Traffic crashes were on the rise too, 
although there was no requirement to report 
them.

Your driving record
Driving is a privilege. Once you obtain a driver’s 
license, you must continually show that you have 
the skill and knowledge to drive safely or your driver’s 
license may be restricted, suspended or revoked. 
The Secretary of State has access to information 
from law enforcement and the courts, including 
moving violations, crashes and certain drug crimes. 
Your driving record will include information about 
civil or criminal moving violations and crashes.

The Secretary of State is also notified of any traffic 
crashes, convictions and findings of responsibility 
in other states. Convictions from other states will 
appear on your Michigan driving record along with 
any points assessed according to Michigan’s point 
system. You may purchase a copy of your own 
driving record at any Secretary of State office.

Most convictions stay on your driving record for at 
least seven years. Certain convictions and licensing 
actions stay on your driving record for at least 10 
years. A conviction for a fatality or for impaired 
driving remains on your driving record permanently.

Under Michigan’s Driver Privacy Protection Act, 
personal information on your driving record is private 
and is not released to the general public unless there 
is a permissible use as prescribed by law. Personal 
information includes your name, address, driver’s 
license number and similar information. Some 
examples of permissible uses include insurance 

rating, automobile recalls and driver verification for 
car rental companies.

Michigan’s point system
Under Michigan law, some traffic violations are 
civil infractions, while others are misdemeanors or 
felonies. Depending on the violation and how it is 
resolved, you may be fined, referred to a special 
program, or, in the most serious situations, sent to 
jail. In most cases, if you do not take care of a traffic 
ticket, your driver’s license will be suspended. Any 
traffic tickets for moving violations received while 
your license is suspended will result in additional 
suspensions on your driving record and payment of 
a reinstatement fee.

Each time you are convicted of a traffic violation, 
you will have to pay certain court fines and costs. 
In addition, points may be posted to your driving 
record.

Each traffic violation has a point value, which is set 
by law in the Michigan Vehicle Code. Points are 
placed on your driving record only after you have 
been convicted of a moving violation. Points placed 
on your driving record remain there for two years 
from the date of conviction.

If you have six or more one-point violations, or 12 or 
more points on your driving record within a two-year
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period, you will be required to undergo a driver 
assessment reexamination.

The system used to post points to your driving record 
is separate from the points assigned by an insurance 
company to determine your rate.

If you believe there are extenuating circumstances 
for the ticket you received, these must be submitted 
when you appear in court. The Secretary of State 
cannot set aside a court conviction. The following 
shows the points for some traffic violations.

Six Points:

•	 Manslaughter, negligent homicide or other felony 
involving use of a motor vehicle.

•	 Operating while intoxicated or operating with 
any presence of a Schedule 1 drug or cocaine.

•	 Failing to stop and give identification at the scene 
of a crash.

•	 Reckless driving.

•	 Refusal to take a chemical alcohol test.

•	 Fleeing or eluding a police officer.

•	 Failure to yield causing death or injury of 
emergency responder, construction worker 
or person operating implements of animal 
husbandry.

•	 Moving violation causing injury or death.

Four Points:

•	 Drag racing.

•	 Impaired driving.

•	 Younger than age 21 with any bodily alcohol 
content.

•	 16 mph or more over the legal speed limit.

Three Points:

•	 Careless driving.

•	 Disobeying a traffic signal or stop sign or improper 
passing.

•	 11 to 15 mph over the legal speed limit.

•	 Failure to stop at railroad crossing.

•	 Failure to stop for a school bus or for disobeying a 
school crossing guard.

Two Points:

•	 Six to 10 mph over the legal speed limit.

•	 Open alcohol container in vehicle.

•	 All other moving violations of traffic laws.

•	 Refusal of Preliminary Breath Test by anyone 
younger than 21.

•	 Failure to yield/show due caution for emergency 
vehicles.

Alcohol and 
drugs

When you drink alcohol 
or use other drugs and 
drive,you endanger your 
life as well as the lives 
of your passengers and 
other motorists. Each year, 
thousands of people are 
killed or permanently disabled because someone 

drove under the influence 
of alcohol or other chemical 
substances. Michigan takes a 
strong stand against drivers who 
abuse substances and drive.

The effects of alcohol are the 
same whether you drink beer, 
wine or whiskey. A 12-ounce 
can of beer, a 5-ounce glass of 

wine and a 1.5-ounce shot of whiskey all contain the 
same amount of alcohol. Drink a standard serving 
of any of these and the effects will be the same to 
your body. Your judgment and self-control will be 
affected. 
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Consuming even one drink can impair your ability to 
drive, slow your reaction time, dull your concentration 
and cause visual problems. Many people mistakenly 
believe that coffee, a cold shower, exercise or fresh 
air can sober them up. The only thing that sobers you 
up is time.

It is best to never drink and drive. Select a designated 
driver ahead of time who is not going to drink. You 
also can ask someone else to give you a ride, call 

a taxi, use public 
transportation or seek 
other assistance.

If someone you know 
has been drinking 
or using drugs, do 
not let them drive. 
Find a designated 

driver, call a taxi or insist that the person use public 
transportation. Never ride with anyone who has been 
drinking or using drugs. If necessary, take away a 
person’s car keys and offer them a place to sleep. 
Be sure drivers are completely sober before they get 
behind the wheel.

Michigan law requires driver’s license suspensions for 
drug convictions, even if you were not driving at the 
time of the offense. 
Even the possession, 
manufacture or 
distribution of drugs 
may result in a 
driver’s license 
suspension. If there 
are no prior drug 
violations, your 
driver’s license is suspended for six months.

A restricted license will not be issued during the first 
30 days of the suspension. One or more prior drug 
convictions in seven years means your driver’s license 
will be suspended for one year, and a restricted 
license will not be issued during the first 60 days of the 
suspension. The driver’s license reinstatement fee is 
$125. This fee is separate from the reinstatement fee 
required for any other driving activity.

Marijuana is gaining acceptance as having legitimate 
medicinal applications and as a recreational drug, as 
evidenced by trends in state laws permitting its use. 

Although marijuana may be legal for medicinal or 
recreational use in some states, it is still not legal, safe 
or wise to operate a motor vehicle while impaired by 
marijuana since it tends to distort your perception of 
time, space and speed.

The Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning 
reports that in Michigan it is legal to:

•	 Transport 2.5 ounces or less of marijuana if you 
are age 21 or older. Not more than 15 grams of 
marijuana may be in the form of a marijuana 
concentrate.

But it is illegal to:

•	 Operate, navigate, or be in physical control of 
any motor vehicle, aircraft, snowmobile, off-road 
recreational vehicle, or motorboat while under 
the influence of marijuana.

•	 Consume marijuana while operating, 
navigating, or being in physical control of any 
motor vehicle, aircraft, snowmobile, off-road 
recreational vehicle, or motorboat. Drivers and 
their passengers are prohibited from smoking 
marijuana within the passenger area of a vehicle 
upon a public way.

•	 Transport marijuana into Canada.

Law enforcement officers look for impairment 
based on driving, personal observations of the 
driver, and how a driver performs on standardized 
and non-standardized field sobriety tests. A police 
officer may request a chemical test if circumstances 
indicate one is warranted. Refusing to submit to 
a chemical test will result in a license suspension 
pursuant to Michigan’s implied consent law. Under 
this law, all drivers are considered to have given 
consent to the test when they apply for and renew 
their driver’s license.

The penalties for operating under the influence of 
marijuana are the same as operating under the 
influence of alcohol. These penalties can include up 
to 93 days in jail, up to a $500 fine, license suspension, 
six points on a person’s driving record, and more. 
There are heightened penalties if a driver has minors 
in the vehicle.
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Driver reexaminations

The Secretary of State may conduct a reexamination 
if there is reason to believe you are unable to operate 
a motor vehicle safely because of health reasons, or 
for violating the restrictions on a driver’s license, crash 
involvement or an unsatisfactory driving record.

If you are a probationary driver or in the Graduated 
Driver Licensing program, you may be required to 
attend a driver reexamination after only one or two 
violations.

The purpose of the driver reexamination is to discuss 
driving performance, determine the appropriate 
licensing controls to reduce driving risk associated 
with this performance and encourage improvement. 
Licensing controls may include restrictions, 
suspensions, revocations or a combination of these 
actions.

Michigan law allows for a driver reexamination 
based on one or more of the following criteria:

•	 The Secretary of State has reason to believe that 
you are unfit to drive a motor vehicle or have a 
physical, visual or mental condition that makes it 
unsafe for you to operate a motor vehicle.

•	 Any crash resulting in a fatality where the crash 
report indicates that you were negligent or had 
been drinking.

•	 You have been in three or more traffic crashes 
resulting in personal injury or property damage 
over the past two years.

•	 You have accumulated 12 or more points within a 
two-year period.

•	 You have been convicted of violating the 
restrictions, terms or conditions of your license.

If you are required to attend a reexamination, a 
driver analyst will review your driving record and 
discuss your driving behavior with you. If your license 
is restricted, suspended or revoked as a result of the 
reexamination, you will be informed of your appeal 
rights and license reinstatement information.

A reexamination held due to medical issues may 
require you to pass several tests, such as vision, written 
and on-road exams. You may also be required to 
present your current medical, vision or psychological 
information. 

Chapter 2: Your Driving Record



What Every Driver Must Know

17

Check it out!

Michigan.gov/NewDrivers
Driver education
•	 How to find a certified program
•	 Segment 1 and Segment 2 

expectations 

Michigan Graduated Driver 
Licensing (GDL)
•	 Eligibility and documentation 

requirements
•	 Restrictions and violation 

consequences
•	 Probationary period

Parents & guardians 
•	 Knowing your role
•	 Coaching your teen’s driving
•	 Setting rules and limits
•	 Modeling good driving behavior 

Resources
•	 Teen driving risk awareness
•	 Publications and forms
•	 FAQs
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Chapter 3: Voter Registration and State IDs

Did you know that . . . ?
•	 In 1965, Michigan added the motorist’s 

photograph to the driver’s license.

•	 In 1975, Michigan became the first state in the 
nation to combine driver licensing and voter 
registration as part of the same service, known 
as “Motor Voter.”

Voter registration
You must be registered to vote to participate in local, 
state and federal elections. To register to vote, you 
must be:

•	 A resident of Michigan (at the time you register) 
and of the city or township where you are applying 
to register to vote for at least 30 days (when you 
vote).

•	 A U.S. citizen.

•	 At least 18 years old when you vote.

•	 Not currently serving a sentence in jail or prison.

If you are applying for, renewing, or updating 
information on your driver’s license or state ID card, 
you will be automatically registered to vote unless 
you are ineligible or you decline registration.

Registering to vote: Except for the 14 days before 
an election, you may register to vote at your city or 
township clerk’s office, county clerk’s office, Secretary 
of State office, a designated voter-registration 
agency, online or by mail. During the 14 days prior 
to and on election day, you may register to vote at 
your city or township clerk’s office.

14-day voter registration: If an election is being 
held within the next 14 days and you wish to vote 
in that election:

•	 You must register to vote at your city or township 
clerk’s office up to and on Election Day, and,

•	 You must provide proof of residency, such as your 
driver’s license, state ID card or other accepted 
document with your name and current address on it. 

If the address on your voter registration application 
does not match the residential address on file with 
the Secretary of State, your driver’s license or state ID 
card will be updated to match your voter registration.

Registering to vote online or by mail: You may register 
to vote online at Michigan.gov/Vote.

A voter registration form may also be downloaded 
from the website and mailed to your local city or 
township clerk.

Registered voters: If you move within your city or 
township, you must change the address on your 
voter registration. Submit your change of address 
online at Michigan.gov/SOS. You may also change 
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your address by mail or at a Secretary of State office. 
Your city, township or county clerk also can process 
a change of address. There is no fee.

If you move to another city or township, you must 
register to vote in that jurisdiction to remain eligible 
to vote.

If you move out of state, please inform your city, 
township or county clerk in writing that you are 
moving and to cancel your voter registration.

State identification cards
Under Michigan law, a state identification card is as 
valid as a driver’s license for identification purposes. 
A state ID card can be issued to any eligible resident, 
regardless of age. You may not have both a state 
ID card and a Michigan driver’s license unless your 
license has been restricted, suspended or revoked.

You will need to provide proof of your U.S. citizenship 
or legal presence, identity, residency and Social 
Security number (or a letter of ineligibility from the 
Social Security Administration issued within the last 
60 days). More information about the documents 
required for obtaining a state ID card is available in 
Chapter 1 and online at Michigan.gov/SOS.

Your state ID card expires four years from your last 
birthday. Applicants presenting temporary legal 
presence documents may be issued a state ID card 
that expires in less than four years.

If you are not required to renew your state ID card 
at a  Secretary of State office, you may renew it by 
mail, online at Michigan.gov/SOS or at a self-service 
station. Self-service stations are located at various 
Secretary of State offices and other locations such 
as select Meijer and Kroger stores. Find a self-service 
station near you at Michigan.gov/SOS.

You must renew your state ID card every 12 years at a 
Secretary of State office to have a new photograph 
taken. Cash, checks and money orders as well as 
American Express, Discover, MasterCard and Visa 
debit and credit cards, and Apple Pay, Google Pay, 
and Samsung Pay are accepted at Secretary of 
State offices. Make an appointment to visit an office 
at Michigan.gov/SOS.

Free ID cards are provided to those who are legally 
blind, drivers 65 or older who voluntarily relinquish 

their driver’s license, and drivers whose driving 
privilege is suspended, revoked or denied because 
of a physical or mental disability.

State ID cards and REAL ID
Beginning May 7, 2025, Michigan residents boarding 
a plane for travel in the United States or entering 
certain federal facilities, military bases and nuclear 
power plants must present a REAL ID-compliant 
document. Examples include driver’s licenses and 
IDs issued by states that have met the federal REAL 
ID standards, valid U.S. passports and passport cards. 
The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) has 
a list of acceptable documents on its website at
tsa.gov and additional information can be found at 
Michigan.gov/REALID.

Michigan issues state ID cards that are REAL ID 
compliant. These cards have a star in a gold circle 
printed in the upper right-hand corner. Enhanced 
state ID cards that do not have a star on them are 
REAL ID compliant and will be printed with a star 
when renewed or replaced.

Applying for a REAL ID-compliant state ID card is 
optional. Not everyone will need one. For example, 
minors (children under age 18) do not need a 
REAL ID-compliant document when flying with a 
companion in the United States. You may decide 
not to apply for a REAL ID-compliant ID card if you:

•	 Do not fly and do not plan to enter certain federal 
facilities, military bases and nuclear power plants.

•	 Have an acceptable alternative to a state-issued 
REAL ID-compliant ID card, such as a valid U.S. 
passport.

If the convenience of having a REAL ID-compliant 
state ID card is appealing, you may apply for one at 
any time. If you choose not to get a REAL ID-compliant 
card, your standard state ID will have “Not for 
Federal Identification” printed on it, but it remains 
valid as identification for cashing checks, purchasing 
age-restricted items and entering casinos.
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Distracted driving

Chapter 4: Traffic Laws

Did you know that. . . ? 
•	 In 1904, the speed limit in Saginaw was 8 mph 

for cars and 10 mph for bicycles.

•	 In 1922, the Detroit Police Department began 
keeping traffic crash statistics.

•	 In 1945, the first chemical test to identify 
suspected drunken drivers was administered by 
the Detroit Police Department.

The U.S. Department of Transportation’s National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration estimates 
that there are at least 3,400 deaths annually from 
distracted-driving crashes in which drivers lost focus 
on the safe control of their vehicles due to manual, 
visual or cognitive distractions.

While this statistic is significant, it may understate the 
size of the problem since identifying the distraction 
and its role in a crash can be difficult.

Most drivers understand the responsibility of getting 
behind the wheel and avoiding risky behaviors. 
Distracted drivers who drive “in a careless or 
negligent manner likely to endanger any person 
or property” or “in willful or wanton disregard for 
the safety of persons or property” are subject to 
prosecution under Michigan law.

Using a hand-held phone while driving is illegal 
in Michigan and this includes reading, texting, or 
making or answering a call. Exceptions are in place 
for reporting crashes, crimes or other emergencies. 
Drivers face a fine of $100 for a first offense and $250 
for subsequent violations.

Anything that takes your eyes off the road, your 
hands off the wheel or your mind off your driving 
can be a big problem. Studies show that your brain 
cannot give full attention to more than one activity 
at a time. Even seemingly simple tasks such as tuning 
a radio can be risky, especially in bad weather or 
heavy traffic. In the estimated quarter of a second it 
takes the brain to shift attention between two tasks, 
a car moving at 65 mph covers 24 feet.

Here are some ways you can minimize in-vehicle 
distractions.

Before driving:

•	 Designate a front-seat passenger to serve as a 
co-pilot to help with maps or navigation systems. 
If you are driving alone, plot out destination routes 
in advance.

•	 Be familiar with equipment in the vehicle. Practice 
performing basic functions such as adjusting the 
temperature or radio settings without taking your 
eyes off the road.
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•	 Pre-program your radio stations for easy access 
and preselect a play-list on your portable device.

•	 Ensure all children are comfortable and properly 
buckled up. Teach them the importance of good 
behavior and remaining buckled up while in a 
vehicle. Don’t underestimate how distracting it 
can be to tend to them in the car.

•	 Complete any personal grooming before you 
start driving or after you reach your destination.

While driving:

•	 Make driving your priority. A momentary 
distraction can lead to a crash. Keep your hands 
on the wheel and your eyes on the road.

•	 Avoid using mobile phones, texting devices, and 
navigation and other electronic systems.

•	 If you must use a mobile phone, make your call 
while your vehicle is safely parked. Avoid calling 
others who are driving.

•	 Do not take notes, read or look up phone numbers.

•	 Avoid involved, stressful or confrontational 
conversations.

•	 If you must eat, choose easy-to-handle items and 
make sure drinks are secured in cup holders.

•	 Take a break if you find yourself “lost in thought” 
or tired.

Cell phone use prohibited for 
all drivers - including teens

Michigan’s general cell phone law (MCL 257.602b) 
prohibits all drivers from using a cell phone while 
driving. This means you cannot hold or use a mobile 
electronic device, such as a cell phone or tablet, 
while operating a motor vehicle on a public road, 
street, highway, or other public venue.

Under this state law, you cannot do the following. This 
includes but is not limited to:

•	 Sending or receiving a telephone call.

•	 Sending, receiving, or reading a text message.

•	 Viewing, recording, or transmitting a video.

•	 Accessing, reading, or posting to a social 
networking site.

Emergency exceptions: Drivers (including all teens) are 
allowed to use a mobile device while driving to text 9-1-1 
or call a law enforcement agency, health-care provider, 
fire department, or other emergency service to report:

•	 A medical emergency, traffic crash, serious road 
hazard, fire, or a situation involving hazardous 
materials.

•	 Someone driving in a reckless or unsafe manner, 
or who appears to be driving under the influence 
of alcohol or drugs.

•	 A crime being committed.

Non-emergency exceptions: Kelsey’s Law (MCL 
257.602c) prohibits teens with a GDL 1 or GDL 2 from 
making or receiving non-emergency phone calls. 
Under the general cell phone law, teens with a GDL 
3 and all other drivers are allowed to use a mobile 
device within the following parameters:

•	 A global positioning system (GPS) or navigation 
feature as long as information is not entered by hand.

•	 A device in a voice-operated or hands-free 
mode as long as you do not continue to use your 
hands to operate it after completing either of the 
following functions:

•	 Pressing, tapping, or swiping a single button 
to activate or deactivate a function of the 
device or to select a name or phone number.

•	 Accessing the permanently installed user 
interfaces of the device that are integrated 
into the motor vehicle’s electronic systems.

•	 A device, such as a ‘dash cam,’ used specifically 
to continuously record or broadcast video inside 
or outside of the motor vehicle.

•	 A device that is placed in a mount and used in a 
manner already exempted.
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Buckle up, it’s the law!
Click It or Ticket: Under Michigan’s seat belt and 
child-safety restraint laws, a law enforcement officer 
may stop a vehicle if the driver and occupants are 
not properly buckled up.

 Michigan law requires:

•	 All front seat passengers to be buckled up 
(including the driver).

•	 All passengers younger than age 16 to be buckled 
up, in all seating positions

•	 All children younger than age 8 or under 4 feet, 9 
inches tall to be in an approved child-safety seat or 
booster seat in all seating positions.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
reports that seat belts save more than 13,000 lives each 
year and that buckling up is the single most effective 
thing you can do to protect yourself in a crash. 

•	 Be responsible – make sure all passengers are 
properly buckled up.

•	 Even if the vehicle is equipped with air bags, they 
are not a substitute for wearing a seat belt.

•	 Everyone in the vehicle will be safer when seat 
belts are worn correctly – shoulder belt across 
the middle of the chest away from the neck, with 
the lap belt worn low across the hips below the 
stomach.

•	 Drivers exempt from using a seat belt because 
of a medical condition must carry a doctor’s 
statement.

Protecting children and teens
Since the Michigan Child Passenger Protection 
Law was enacted, use of child restraints and safety 
belts has increased, while deaths and injuries have 
decreased. 

However, too many people still use child-restraint 
devices improperly. Make certain both the 
child-safety restraint and your child are properly 
buckled up before you drive.

Michigan’s child passenger safety law mandates 
that:

•	 Children are to be properly buckled up in a car 
seat or booster seat until they are 8 years old or 
4 feet 9 inches tall. Children must ride in a safety 
seat until they reach the age requirement or the 
height requirement, whichever comes first. It is 
suggested that parents or guardians consider 
the height requirement rather than the age 
requirement as a seat belt may not fit a smaller 
child correctly. Children must be properly secured 
in the child-restraint system in accordance with 
the child-restraint and vehicle manufacturer’s 
instructions and federal safety standards.

•	 Removing a child from a car seat to nurse while 
the vehicle is moving is prohibited.

•	 Children younger than age 4 must be positioned 
in a rear seat if the vehicle is equipped with a rear 
seat. If all available rear seats are occupied by 
children under age 4, the child may be positioned 
in the child-restraint system in the front seat.

•	 A child in a rear-facing child-restraint system 
may only be placed in the front seat if the front 
passenger air bag is deactivated.

•	 Anyone under 18 years old is prohibited from 
riding in the open bed of a pickup truck traveling 
more than 15 mph. The law allows exceptions for 
vehicles used by farmers, construction workers, the 
military, participants in parades and authorized 
emergency and rescue personnel.

Never hold a child on your lap or buckle a child with 
another passenger into one seat belt. Always insist 
children buckle their seat belts before starting the 
engine.

Assistance with child-safety seat installation is 
available at many community agencies, such as local 
public health departments. To find a child passenger 
safety technician near you visit cert.safekids.org and 
select Find a Tech.

Avoid buying secondhand seats as they may 
not meet federal safety standards, may not work 
properly, may have missing parts or instructions 
and there is no way of knowing whether the safety 
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seat has been involved in a crash.  Any safety seat 
involved in a crash should always be replaced. 
Furthermore, if there is a recall, you may not receive 
notification.

Children left unattended in 
vehicles

Under Michigan law, it is illegal to leave children 
younger than 6 years old unattended in a vehicle if 
the amount of time or circumstances in which they 
are left poses an unreasonable risk of harm or injury. 
Parents or guardians who leave their children in a 
vehicle under the supervision of someone age 13 
or older who is not legally incapacitated are not in 
violation of the law.

It is never safe to leave children or pets alone in a 
vehicle. Teach children that vehicles are not play 
areas, keep your vehicle locked when not in use, 
and make sure children do not have access to keys.

Air bags
Air bags are designed to provide vehicle occupants 
with extra protection in a crash. Depending on the 
make and model, today’s vehicles may have air 
bags in a variety of locations, including the steering 
wheel, dashboard, roof columns and door panels. 
Sensors within the vehicle determine when an air 
bag will deploy based on the type and severity of 
the crash. For the best protection, always wear a 
seat belt, even in vehicles equipped with air bags. 
Seat belts remain the best protection in rollover, side 
impact and rear-end crashes.

•	 The front passenger air bag must be deactivated 
if a child in a rear-facing child-restraint system is 
placed in the front seat.

•	 Parents or guardians are encouraged to seat all 
children ages 12 and younger in the rear seat of 
the vehicle to avoid potential injury from an air 
bag in the event of a crash.

•	 It is recommended that drivers sit with at least 
10 inches of space between the center of their 
breastbone and the center of the steering wheel.

•	 If you are pregnant, it is recommended that you 

wear your seat belt with the lap portion of the 
belt correctly positioned over the hips (not the 
stomach) and the shoulder portion across the 
chest. Sit as far back as possible from the air bag.

Speed limits
Michigan’s Basic Speed Law means you must drive 
at a “careful and prudent” speed in all 
driving conditions. Drive at a speed 
that always allows you to stop within 
the clear distance ahead. This speed is 
never faster than the posted speed 
limit. Depending on conditions, it may 
be slower than the posted speed limit. 
Anticipate trouble ahead. Be ready to 
stop safely.

Watch for and obey regulatory speed signs. The 
following summarizes some of the standard speed 
limits defined under the Michigan Vehicle Code.

•	 15 mph – In mobile home parks and some 
municipal parks.

•	 25 mph – In platted subdivisions (showing 
boundaries, streets, easements and other features 
of surveyed lots) and condominium complexes. 
Watch for signs when driving through business 
districts, county, state and federal parks, on roads 
adjacent to parks and playgrounds, and in school 
and hospital zones as posted speed limits vary.

•	 45 mph – In a work zone if posted. If a work zone is 
not posted for 45 mph, then the speed limit is the 
normal speed limit for that area.

•	 55 mph – Unless otherwise posted, on all streets 
that are not designated freeways and on all 
highways.

•	 70 mph maximum/55 mph minimum – On all 
freeways unless posted otherwise. School buses 
and trucks are restricted to 65 mph. On freeways 
with speed limits less than 70 mph, school buses 
and trucks are restricted to 55 mph.

Construction zones
Warning signs in construction, maintenance or other 
designated work areas are diamond-shaped with 
black lettering on an orange or yellow background. 
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A combination of signs, signals, lighting devices, 
markings, barricades, routing and hand-signaling 
devices may be used around road construction, utility 
work, and maintenance and surveying operations.

Construction and maintenance signs may mean 
part of a lane, an entire lane or the whole road is 
blocked. These signs are also used when work is 
being done adjacent to the roadway, on shoulders 
or in ditches.

Construction zones can be in place for a short 
period of time, or last one or more construction 
seasons. Drivers are made aware of such zones by 
signs posted in advance. 

Watch for warning sign messages and obey them 
as directed. Drive defensively to avoid problems. 
Be patient and everyone will travel through 
the construction zone safely. Look carefully for 
construction workers or moving equipment.

Construction workers also have the authority to 
direct traffic in work zones and their directions should 
be followed even if they conflict with an existing 
traffic control device.

When going through a designated work area, 
pay attention to the posted speed limits. For most 
construction, maintenance or surveying activities, the 
speed limit is 45 mph unless posted differently. Work 
zones may limit speeds to 45 mph when workers are 
present, yet allow traffic to return to the normally 
posted speed when workers are absent. This allows 
traffic to move at full speed when safe to do so while 
requiring motorists to watch for workers and slow 
down when construction is active in a work zone.

Fines are doubled for all moving violations in work 
zones. In addition, motorists caught speeding in 
construction zones face increased points on their 
driving records.

Under the law, you will be assessed:

•	 Three points for speeding 10 mph or less over the 
posted limit.

•	 Four points for speeding more than 10 mph but 
not more than 15 mph over the limit.

•	 Five points for speeding more than 15 mph over 
the limit.

If you cause the injury or death to any person in a 
work zone, you may face fines of up to $7,500, and 
imprisonment of up to 15 years.

Merging in a construction 
zone

One topic that raises a lot of questions for Michigan 
drivers is merging in a construction zone. When two 
or more traffic lanes merge into one in a construction 
zone, there will be white-and-orange barrels and 
signs marking the merging lane. Drivers should follow 
the directions on the signs, instructing them when 
and how to merge. 

Different construction projects may use different 
merging strategies, depending on the type of project 
and the amount of traffic. Traffic patterns in the work 
zone may change as the construction progresses. 
Pay attention not only to the barrels, signals and lane 
markings but to any construction workers using signs 
or hand signals to direct the flow of traffic.

Maintenance vehicles
Michigan law allows state and local road agencies 
to equip their maintenance vehicles with flashing or 
oscillating green lights in 
addition to the traditional 
amber lights. The green 
lights will only be 
activated when road 
work is taking place. 
Private contractors are 
not allowed to display green lights on their vehicles.

Motorists should know that when they see flashing 
green lights on a local or state maintenance vehicle 
to slow down and drive with caution.

Green was chosen because the human eye is most 
sensitive to the green wavelength. This means green 
lights appear brighter and can be seen from farther 
away than other colored lights. This makes them 
ideal for enhanced visibility in inclement conditions 
such as in snow storms and clouds of road dust.
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Emergency vehicles
Yield the right of way to emergency vehicles 
approaching from any direction with their red and blue 
lights flashing, rotating or oscillating, and to stopped 
emergency vehicles with their red, blue or amber lights 
flashing, rotating or oscillating.

An authorized emergency vehicle includes: 

•	 Ambulances, fire department and police vehicles, 
privately owned vehicles of volunteer or paid fire 
fighters if authorized by the chief of an organized fire 
department, privately owned vehicles of volunteer 
or paid members of a life-support agency.

•	 A vehicle owned and operated by a federally 
recognized, nonprofit, charitable organization that is 
used exclusively for assistance during an emergency.

•	 Road service vehicles, such as tow trucks or 
state-owned safety service patrol vehicles, with a 
flashing, rotating or oscillating red or amber light, 
that are clearly marked and readily recognizable 
as a vehicle used to assist disabled vehicles.

When you see a stopped emergency vehicle:

•	 The law requires you to slow down at least 10 mph 
below the posted speed limit and move over a 
lane if traffic and conditions allow. If you can’t 
move over, slow down and proceed with caution, 
keeping as much space as possible between you 
and the stopped emergency vehicle.

Failure to obey the law carries the following penalties:

•	 Involving authorized emergency vehicles: A civil 
infraction, unless you injure or kill emergency 
personnel, then the charge is a felony.

•	 Involving other authorized vehicles, such as solid 
waste haulers, utility service vehicles and road 
maintenance vehicles: A misdemeanor.

When an approaching emergency vehicle has its 
red and blue lights on and its siren sounding:

•	 Pull over to the edge of the roadway or highway, 
clear of intersections and stop.

•	 Remain there until the emergency vehicle has 
passed. Stay alert – more than one emergency 
vehicle may be responding to the call.

•	 Keep a foot on the brake so the brake lights let 
emergency vehicle drivers know you have stopped.

•	 Stay at least 500 feet behind any moving 
emergency vehicle displaying flashing warning 
lights and sounding a siren.

•	 Never pass a moving emergency vehicle 
displaying flashing warning lights unless directed 
to do so by the emergency vehicle driver or a law 
enforcement officer.

In 1925, the speed limit for school buses 
on highways was set at 25 mph. In certain 
situations, traffic was required to halt or slow 
to 15 mph when a bus was stopped to load 
or unload students.

School buses
Use extra care around buses and in school zones. 
Children may dart into the street or out from around 
parked vehicles. Stop at least 20 feet from a school 
bus with its red overhead lights flashing; it is picking 
up or dropping off passengers. It is not necessary to 
stop for a school bus stopped on the other side of a 
highway divided by a barrier such as a concrete or 
grass median, island or other structures that separate 
the flow of traffic. See Figure 4.1.

Fines for failing to stop for a school bus are double 
what would normally be assessed for a moving 
violation. Increased fines and imprisonment may 
result for violations resulting in injury or death.
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Figure 4.1. Because these roads are divided by 
a barrier, the red car does not need to stop even 
though the school bus has its red overhead lights 
flashing. Vehicles on the same side of the road as 
the school bus are required to stop.

School bus signals
When the YELLOW hazard lights are flashing, proceed 
with caution.

When the YELLOW overhead lights are flashing, be 
prepared to stop. 

When the RED overhead lights are flashing, stop at 
least 20 feet from the school bus. Remain stopped 
until the flashing red lights are turned off or the bus 
resumes its travels.

The National Conference to Develop 
Minimum Standards made a 
recommendation in 1939 to paint school 
buses “national school bus yellow.” In 1951, 
Michigan passed the School Bus Color Law, 
requiring that all new buses be painted 
National School Bus Chrome Yellow for 
greater uniformity and visibility.

Right of way
Many different traffic situations require you to yield 
the right of way to other vehicles, bicycles and 
pedestrians.

Right of way when turning
You must yield to other vehicles when:

•	 Making a right turn, including at a red light.

•	 Making a left turn, whether you are turning left out 
of your driveway or from an alley, or completing a 
left turn on a green light in an intersection.

•	 Making a left turn on a red light (See Figures 4.2 
and 4.3)
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Figure 4.2. When making a left turn on red from a 
one-way street onto another one-way street, you 
must first come to a complete stop and check for 
traffic approaching from the right before turning.

Figure 4.3. When turning left from a two-way street 
onto a one-way street at a red light, you must come 
to a full stop, scan for vehicles approaching from 
the right, and yield the right of way to any vehicles 
opposite you that are turning right at the intersection.

Right of way at intersections
You must yield to other vehicles when:

•	 You are approaching or stopped at an intersection 
and the light has just turned green. If vehicles are 
still in the intersection when the light changes, 
you must yield to them before proceeding.

•	 You are making a left turn at an intersection. 
When the light is green, you may turn once all 
oncoming traffic has cleared. If you are still in the 
intersection when the light turns red, complete 
your turn as quickly and safely as possible.

•	 The intersection has a stop sign or a flashing red 
signal. You must come to a complete stop and 
check for traffic before proceeding. If there are 
no traffic control devices, stop at the stop line or 
crosswalk. If there is no stop line or crosswalk, stop 
at a point that allows you to see all approaching 
traffic without having to pull into the intersection.

•	 You reach a four-way stop intersection with a stop 
sign at each corner of the intersection. The driver 
who arrived at the intersection and stopped first 
has the right of way through the intersection. If 
two or more vehicles reached the intersection at 
the same time, the vehicle on the left should yield 
to the vehicle on its right.

•	 You reach an intersection with a malfunctioning 
traffic signal. Come to a complete stop and yield 
to vehicles already at the intersection. Yield to the 
vehicle on your right if you both reach the intersection 
at the same time. 

•	 You reach an intersection with a flashing yellow 
arrow. Yield to traffic before completing your turn.

•	 At a T-intersection without any signals or signs, yield 
the right of way to vehicles on the through road.

Be prepared to yield
•	 When approaching a YIELD sign. Slow down, 

check for traffic and be prepared to stop.

•	 Whenever you see workers in highway 
construction or maintenance areas. You also 
must proceed with caution and be ready to yield 
whenever you are approaching or passing a 
stopped waste collection, utility service or road 
maintenance vehicle with its lights flashing.
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•	 When an emergency vehicle is approaching with 
its red or blue lights flashing, rotating or oscillating 
and its siren or other audible device sounding, 
immediately drive to a position parallel to and as 
close as possible to the right-hand edge or curb 
of the roadway, clear of an intersection, and stop 
until the emergency vehicle has passed or an 
officer signals that it is clear to proceed.

•	 To through traffic when approaching a MERGE 
sign. Adjust your speed as necessary to merge 
safely.

Right of way and pedestrians
As a driver, you must yield:

•	 To a pedestrian in a marked crosswalk, at an 
intersection or midblock.

•	 To a pedestrian in the crosswalk, even if your traffic 
light is green.

•	 To children near or in a school zone crosswalk 
when school is in session. Be especially cautious as 
children may unexpectedly dart out into the street.

•	 To pedestrians with disabilities, including physical, 
hearing and visual disabilities.

•	 When turning at any intersection. This includes 
all turns, whether or not there are lights or traffic 
control devices present.

•	 When stopping at an intersection with a stop sign 
or a flashing red light.

•	 At an intersection with a flashing yellow light.

•	 To a pedestrian in an unmarked crosswalk on 
the driver’s side of the roadway when no traffic 
control devices are present.

•	 To a pedestrian who enters a crosswalk before the 
signal has changed.

•	 To a pedestrian crossing the street from an alley, 
driveway, building or private road.

Right of way and funerals
•	 Funeral processions have the right of way over all 

other vehicles, except for fire trucks, ambulances 
and police vehicles.

•	 Vehicles in the funeral procession must display 
the florescent orange flag with the appropriate 
religious symbol (for example, a cross, a star of 
David or the crescent and star).

•	 It is a civil infraction to cut through a funeral 
procession.

•	 Drivers should be appropriately respectful of 
funeral processions but they are not required to 
pull over should they see a funeral procession on 
the road.

Passing on the left
•	 Use caution when passing another vehicle or 

bicyclist.

•	 On a two-lane highway, you should have a clear, 
unobstructed view of the left lane, and any traffic 
in that lane should be far enough away to provide 
you with the distance and time needed to pass 
safely.
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•	 Once you have started passing a vehicle, do not 
cut back into the right-hand lane until you can 
see the entire vehicle you are passing in your 
rearview mirror.

•	 You must return to your lane before you get within 
200 feet of any oncoming vehicles.

•	 Remember to allow extra room for passing when 
pulling a trailer.

•	 Do not pass more than one vehicle at a time or 
follow too closely when another vehicle is passing 
slower traffic.

•	 When preparing to pass another vehicle by using 
the center lane of a three-lane road, always use 
extreme caution. Approaching vehicles may also 
be preparing to pass. If you and an approaching 
vehicle move into the center lane at the same 
time, a serious crash could occur. Using this lane 
for passing or merging is prohibited if the center 
lane is marked for left turns only.

If you are being passed by another vehicle, 
do not increase your speed or race the 
driver who is passing you. Allow the other 
driver to complete the passing maneuver 
safely.

Passing on the right
Passing a vehicle on the right is allowed but don’t 
drive on the shoulder or off the road to do so. 
Passing on the right should only be done in certain 
circumstances.

•	 When there is enough room on a two-lane road 
and the vehicle you want to pass is turning left.

•	 On a one-way street with more than one lane.

•	 On a roadway with two or more lanes in each 
direction.

•	 At an intersection or point in the road specifically 
widened for the purposes of passing.

When passing is prohibited
Don’t pass when:

•	 A solid yellow line is on your side of the center of 
the road.

•	 “Do Not Pass” or “No Passing Zone” signs are 
posted.

•	 You are approaching a hill or 
curve that prevents you from 
seeing oncoming traffic clearly.

•	 You are within 100 feet of an 
intersection or railroad crossing.

•	 Your view is blocked within 100 feet 
of a bridge, viaduct or tunnel.

•	 Oncoming traffic is close enough that trying 
to pass would place you and other vehicles in 
danger of crashing. 

•	 You can’t see clearly ahead.

•	 The center lane of a three-lane road is marked for 
left turns only.

•	 A vehicle has stopped at a crosswalk or 
intersection to allow a pedestrian to cross.

•	 In a construction zone posted with no-passing 
signs.

•	 A school bus has stopped to load or unload 
passengers and its red lights are flashing.

Lane usage
Like most of the world, U.S. motorists drive on the right 
side of the road. But there’s more to it than simply 
staying to the right.
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