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Do You Have a “But If Not” Faith? Daniel 3:17–18
*Trusting God IN SPITE OF the Outcome

Introduction: The Faith That Stands When Fire Gets Hot
There is a kind of faith that rejoices when God opens the Red Sea or when the walls of Jericho fall. There is also a kind of faith that celebrates when the breakthrough comes, the healing manifests, and the prayer is answered.
But there is another kind of faith - a rarer, deeper, more mature faith. A faith that stands firm when the miracle doesn’t come or when God doesn’t answer the way you expect. A faith that remains steadfast and loyal when the answer is delayed. A faith that refuses to bow even when the fire gets hotter.
This is “But if not” faith.
Daniel 3:17–18 gives us one of the boldest declarations in Scripture:
“Our God whom we serve is ABLE to deliver us… but if not, we will not bow.”
This is the faith that does not negotiate obedience or barter with God for a favorable outcome. This is the faith that trusts God’s ability, submits to His sovereignty, and remains loyal regardless of His timing.
Background
King Nebuchadnezzar built a golden image on the plain of Dura and commanded all his high-ranking officials to bow before it. Anyone who refused would IMMEDIATELY be thrown into a burning fiery furnace. When some Chaldean officials snitched on the Jewish youths Hananiah, Mishael ("Mih-SHA-el"), and Azariah—known in Babylon as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—and told Nebuchadnezzar that they didn’t serve his gods or worship the golden image he set up, the king summoned them. They declared that their God was ABLE to rescue them, but even if He chose not to, they would still refuse to bow. Furious, the king ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter and had them thrown in – even the men from the king’s army who led the Hebrew boys into the furnace were killed by the flames. Yet when he looked into the flames, he saw FOUR figures walking unharmed, with the fourth appearing “like a son of God.” Nebuchadnezzar brought them out, and the fire had not harmed them: their hair was not singed, their clothing was untouched, and they did not even smell of smoke. The king then honored them and decreed that no one should speak against their God.
I. The Declaration: “Our God Is Able… But If Not”
A. Their Confidence: “Our God is able.”
The Hebrew boys begin with a bold proclamation of God’s power. They do not stutter or say, “We hope He can.” They say, God is able.
However, “able” does not automatically mean “will” in every case — it means that He has the capacity; God CAN but not necessarily God WILL.
To say God is able is to declare:
· His unlimited power
· His faithfulness
· His willingness to act
· His capacity to fulfill every promise He has made
Ephesians 3:20 says He can do “far more than we ask or imagine.” He is able to deliver, able to heal, able to provide, able to restore.
B. Their Surrender: “But if not…”
This is where faith MATURES. This is where faith grows roots. This is where faith becomes unshakeable.
“But if not” means:
· Even if God doesn’t do what I expect
· Even if He doesn’t deliver me the way I prayed
· Even if He chooses a different outcome
· Even if the fire gets hotter
I still won’t bow.
Their obedience is not for sale. Their loyalty is not conditional. Their worship is not tied to desired outcomes.
This is the kind of faith that says: “I trust God’s ability, but I also trust His sovereignty.”
II. Courage: Faith Proven Not by Outcomes, but by Loyalty
A. Faith is not measured by results.
We often measure faith by what God does:
· Did He heal?
· Did He provide?
· Did He open the door?
· Did He fix the situation?
But Scripture measures faith by loyalty, not outcomes.
The Hebrew boys were not applauded because they escaped the fire. They were applauded because they refused to bow before they escaped the fire.
B. Courage is obedience in uncertainty.
They did not know the outcome. They did not have a guarantee. They did not have a prophetic word saying, “You will survive.”
All they had was conviction.
Courage is not the absence of fear—it is the presence of loyalty.
C. Courage stands when pressure rises.
Nebuchadnezzar increased the heat seven times hotter. Pressure intensified. Threats escalated. Consequences became deadly.
But their conviction did not change.
This is courage: Obedience that does not bend under pressure.
III. Fire: God May Not Prevent the Fire, but He Will Join You in It
A. God did not stop the fire.
He could have. He is able. He has infinite and unlimited power.
But He didn’t.
And this is where many believers struggle: We expect God to prevent the fire. But sometimes God allows the fire to reveal His presence.
B. God joined them in the fire.
Nebuchadnezzar looked and saw four men walking in the flames. The fourth looked “like a son of God.”
This is the gospel in Daniel: God does not always deliver us from the fire, but He always delivers us in the fire.
C. The fire did not harm them.
Scripture says:
· Their hair was not singed
· Their clothes were untouched
· They did not smell like smoke
God’s presence does not always remove the fire, but it removes the power of the fire.
Isaiah 43:2 – When you pass through the rivers, they will not flow over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned.
D. Pray for fire-proof faith.
Faith that remains steady whether God delivers:
· from the fire (prevention)
· in the fire (preservation)
· through the fire (transformation)
IV. What Does It Mean That God Is “Able”?
A. God’s ability is unlimited.
The Greek words dunamai and dunatos express limitless power. He can do anything He wills.
B. God’s ability does not always equal God’s will.
Why? Because His will is sovereign, and it is perfect.
He may choose NOT to act in a certain way because:
· His purposes are higher
· Our faith is being developed
· His promises have conditions
· His plan is unfolding in ways we cannot see
Jeremiah 29:11 – The Lord says, “For I know the plans I have for you. They are plans for GOOD and not for disaster, to give you a FUTURE and a HOPE.
Romans 8:28 – And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.
C. Trusting God’s ability includes trusting God’s sovereignty.
“God is able” means:
· He can
· He will
· But He chooses how and when
“But if not” faith trusts all three.

V. Practical Application: Living “But If Not” Faith
A. Examine your expectations.
Where have you tied obedience to outcomes? Where have you said, “God, I’ll trust You if…”?
B. Identify your furnace.
Your furnace may be:
· A diagnosis
· A financial crisis
· A strained relationship
· A spiritual battle
· A delayed promise
· A prayer that seems unanswered
C. Stand firm in your conviction.
“But if not” faith says:
· I will not bow to fear
· I will not bow to disappointment
· I will not bow to pressure
· I will not bow to compromise
· I will not bow to unbelief
D. Expect God’s presence.
You may not see the miracle yet, but you will see the Fourth Man.
VI. Reflection Questions for Teaching or Prayer Line
· Where is God asking me to trust Him without guarantees?
· What outcome have I been worshiping instead of God?
· What furnace am I facing that requires “but if not” faith?
· Am I willing to obey even if God chooses a different outcome?
· Do I trust God’s presence more than I fear the fire?

VII. Closing Exhortation
“But if not” faith is not weak faith—it is mature faith. It is the faith that refuses to bow. It is the faith that walks into fire with conviction. It is the faith that sees the Fourth Man. It is the faith that comes out without the smell of smoke.
This is the faith God is building in you. This is the faith that changes nations. This is the faith that honors God. This is the faith that stands when everything else falls.
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