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Maryland Estate 
Planning Resources 

Knowing where to turn for reliable information 
can make difficult situations easier to navigate. 

This guide brings together trusted Maryland 
resources to help you find information about 

estate planning, probate, and related services.
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Build Your Family Library
This guide is part of a growing series designed to help Maryland 
families understand estate planning, probate, and important 
decisions—one topic at a time.

= ĩȶǁǉɨɰɽƃȶǁȈȶǼ�ɽȃǉ�Ýɨɥȃƃȶɰԇ�:Ɂʍɨɽ

= ťɁʍɨ�yƃȴȈȢʰ��ȶǹɁɨȴƃɽȈɁȶ�ÝɨǼƃȶȈ˃ǉɨ

= ěȃǉ�yȈɨɰɽ�Śǉǉȟ��ǹɽǉɨ�ɽȃǉ�¸Ɂɰɰ�Ɂǹ�ƃ�¸Ɂʤǉǁ�Ýȶǉ

= ĀȢƃȶȶȈȶǼ�ǹɁɨ��ȢȢȶǉɰɰ�ƃȶǁ��ȶƺƃɥƃƺȈɽʰ

= Śȃƃɽ��ƃɥɥǉȶɰ��ǹ�ěȃǉɨǉ��ɰȶԇɽ�ƃ�ŚȈȢȢӞ

= ÃƃɨʰȢƃȶǁ�Kɰɽƃɽǉ�ĀȢƃȶȶȈȶǼ�ĄǉɰɁʍɨƺǉɰ & Glossary

Visit CarolVanErven.com

AɁʥȶȢɁƃǁ�ɽȃǉ�ƺɁȴɥȢǉɽǉ�yƃȴȈȢʰ�{ʍȈǁǉ�¸Ȉƹɨƃɨʰӗ�ʍɥǁƃɽǉǁ�ǉǁȈɽȈɁȶɰӗ�
ƃȶǁ�ƃǁǁȈɽȈɁȶƃȢ�ǉǁʍƺƃɽȈɁȶƃȢ�ɨǉɰɁʍɨƺǉɰӝ

Important Note

ěȃȈɰ�ǼʍȈǁǉ�Ȉɰ�ɥɨɁʤȈǁǉǁ�ǹɁɨ�ǉǁʍƺƃɽȈɁȶƃȢ�ɥʍɨɥɁɰǉɰ�ɁȶȢʰ�ƃȶǁ�Ȉɰ�
ȶɁɽ�ȢǉǼƃȢ�ƃǁʤȈƺǉӝ�ÃƃɨʰȢƃȶǁ�Ȣƃʥ�ȴƃʰ�ƺȃƃȶǼǉӗ�ƃȶǁ�ǉʤǉɨʰ�ǹƃȴȈȢʰԇɰ�
ƺȈɨƺʍȴɰɽƃȶƺǉɰ�ƃɨǉ�ʍȶȈɧʍǉӝ�ĀȢǉƃɰǉ�ƺɁȶɰʍȢɽ�ƃȶ�ƃɽɽɁɨȶǉʰ�Ɂɨ�Ɂɽȃǉɨ�

ɧʍƃȢȈˎǉǁ�ɥɨɁǹǉɰɰȈɁȶƃȢ�ɨǉǼƃɨǁȈȶǼ�ʰɁʍɨ�ɰɥǉƺȈˎƺ�ɰȈɽʍƃɽȈɁȶӝ

If I Have This Question, Where Do I Go?
yƃȴȈȢȈǉɰ�Ɂǹɽǉȶ�ȟȶɁʥ�ɽȃǉʰ�ȶǉǉǁ�ȃǉȢɥ�ƹʍɽ�ǁɁ�ȶɁɽ�ȟȶɁʥ�ʥȃȈƺȃ�Ɂǹˎƺǉӗ�
ɁɨǼƃȶȈ˃ƃɽȈɁȶӗ�Ɂɨ�ɥɨɁǹǉɰɰȈɁȶƃȢ�ɽɁ�ƺƃȢȢӝ�ěȃȈɰ�ǼʍȈǁǉ�ɥɨɁʤȈǁǉɰ�ƃ�ɰɽƃɨɽȈȶǼ�
ɥɁȈȶɽӝ��ɽ�ƺɁȶȶǉƺɽɰ�ƺɁȴȴɁȶ�ɧʍǉɰɽȈɁȶɰ�ʥȈɽȃ�ɨǉȢȈƃƹȢǉ�ěƃȢƹɁɽ�:Ɂʍȶɽʰӗ�
ĩɥɥǉɨ�Kƃɰɽǉɨȶ�ČȃɁɨǉӗ�ƃȶǁ�ÃƃɨʰȢƃȶǁ�ɨǉɰɁʍɨƺǉɰӝ

ťɁʍ�ǁɁ�ȶɁɽ�ȶǉǉǁ�ɽɁ�ʍȶǁǉɨɰɽƃȶǁ�ǉʤǉɨʰ�ȢǉǼƃȢ�ɽǉɨȴ�ƹǉǹɁɨǉ�ƃɰȟȈȶǼ�ǹɁɨ�
ȃǉȢɥӝ�9ǉǼȈȶ�ʥȈɽȃ�ɽȃǉ�ɧʍǉɰɽȈɁȶ�ʰɁʍ�ƃɨǉ�ɽɨʰȈȶǼ�ɽɁ�ƃȶɰʥǉɨӗ�ƃȶǁ�ʍɰǉ�
ɽȃǉ�ɨǉɰɁʍɨƺǉ�ȢȈɰɽǉǁ�ƃɰ�ƃ�ˎɨɰɽ�ƺƃȢȢӴȶɁɽ�ȶǉƺǉɰɰƃɨȈȢʰ�ɽȃǉ�ɁȶȢʰ�ƺƃȢȢӝ
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Planning Ahead
I need to make or update a will.

Begin with: ��ɧʍƃȢȈˎǉǁ�ÃƃɨʰȢƃȶǁ�ǉɰɽƃɽǉ�ɥȢƃȶȶȈȶǼ�ƃɽɽɁɨȶǉʰӝ
�ȶ�ƃɽɽɁɨȶǉʰ�ƺƃȶ�ǉʯɥȢƃȈȶ�ȃɁʥ�ÃƃɨʰȢƃȶǁ�Ȣƃʥ�ƃɥɥȢȈǉɰ�ɽɁ�ʰɁʍɨ�ǹƃȴȈȢʰӗ�
ɥɨɁɥǉɨɽʰӗ�ƃȶǁ�ʥȈɰȃǉɰӝ��ǹ�ƺɁɰɽ�Ȉɰ�ƃ�ƺɁȶƺǉɨȶӗ�ÃƃɨʰȢƃȶǁ�¸ǉǼƃȢ��Ȉǁ�Ɂɨ�
ČȃɁɨǉ�¸ǉǼƃȢ��ƺƺǉɰɰ�ȴƃʰ�ƹǉ�ƃƹȢǉ�ɽɁ�ɥɨɁʤȈǁǉ�ȃǉȢɥ�Ɂɨ�ǁȈɨǉƺɽ�ʰɁʍ�ɽɁ�ƃȶ�
ƃɥɥɨɁɥɨȈƃɽǉ�ɥɨɁǼɨƃȴӝ

I need a Durable Financial Power of Attorney or advance 
directive.

Begin with: �ȶ�ǉɰɽƃɽǉ�ɥȢƃȶȶȈȶǼ�Ɂɨ�ǉȢǁǉɨ�Ȣƃʥ�ƃɽɽɁɨȶǉʰӝ
ěȃǉɰǉ�ǁɁƺʍȴǉȶɽɰ�ɰǉɨʤǉ�ǁȈǹǹǉɨǉȶɽ�ɥʍɨɥɁɰǉɰӝ��ȶ�ƃɽɽɁɨȶǉʰ�ƺƃȶ�
ȃǉȢɥ�ȴƃȟǉ�ɰʍɨǉ�ɽȃǉʰ�ʥɁɨȟ�ɽɁǼǉɽȃǉɨ�ƃȶǁ�ɨǉːǉƺɽ�ʰɁʍɨ�ʥȈɰȃǉɰӝ���
ȃǉƃȢɽȃ ƺƃɨǉ�ɥɨɁǹǉɰɰȈɁȶƃȢ�ƺƃȶ�ȃǉȢɥ�ƃȶɰʥǉɨ�ȴǉǁȈƺƃȢ�ɧʍǉɰɽȈɁȶɰ�
ƺɁȶȶǉƺɽǉǁ�ʥȈɽȃ�ƃȶ�ƃǁʤƃȶƺǉ�ǁȈɨǉƺɽȈʤǉӝ

My aging parent needs help remaining safely at home.

Begin with: ÃƃɨʰȢƃȶǁ��ƺƺǉɰɰ�ĀɁȈȶɽ�ɽȃɨɁʍǼȃ�ĩɥɥǉɨ�ČȃɁɨǉ��ǼȈȶǼӝ
ÃƃɨʰȢƃȶǁ��ƺƺǉɰɰ�ĀɁȈȶɽ�ƺɁȶȶǉƺɽɰ�ɁȢǁǉɨ�ƃǁʍȢɽɰӗ�ɥǉɁɥȢǉ�ʥȈɽȃ�
ǁȈɰƃƹȈȢȈɽȈǉɰӗ�ƺƃɨǉǼȈʤǉɨɰӗ�ƃȶǁ�ǹƃȴȈȢȈǉɰ�ʥȈɽȃ�ȢɁƺƃȢ�ɥɨɁǼɨƃȴɰӗ�ȈȶӸȃɁȴǉ�
ɰǉɨʤȈƺǉɰӗ�ƹǉȶǉˎɽɰ�ȈȶǹɁɨȴƃɽȈɁȶӗ�ƃȶǁ�ȢɁȶǼӸɽǉɨȴӸƺƃɨǉ�ɨǉɰɁʍɨƺǉɰӝ

I have questions about long-term care or Medicaid planning.

Begin with: ÃƃɨʰȢƃȶǁ��ƺƺǉɰɰ�ĀɁȈȶɽ�ƃȶǁӗ�ʥȃǉȶ�ȢǉǼƃȢ�ɥȢƃȶȶȈȶǼ�Ȉɰ�
ȈȶʤɁȢʤǉǁӗ�ƃȶ�ǉȢǁǉɨ�Ȣƃʥ�ƃɽɽɁɨȶǉʰӝ
ÃƃɨʰȢƃȶǁ��ƺƺǉɰɰ�ĀɁȈȶɽ�ƺƃȶ�ǉʯɥȢƃȈȶ�ƃʤƃȈȢƃƹȢǉ�ɥɨɁǼɨƃȴɰ�ƃȶǁ�
ɰǉɨʤȈƺǉɰӝ��ȶ�ǉȢǁǉɨ�Ȣƃʥ�ƃɽɽɁɨȶǉʰ�ƺƃȶ�ɥɨɁʤȈǁǉ�ȢǉǼƃȢ�ƃǁʤȈƺǉ�ƃƹɁʍɽ�
ÃǉǁȈƺƃȈǁӗ�ȢɁȶǼӸɽǉɨȴӸƺƃɨǉ�ɥȢƃȶȶȈȶǼӗ�ƃɰɰǉɽɰӗ�ƃȶǁ�ǁɁƺʍȴǉȶɽɰӝ

I am concerned about dementia or a loved one’s ability to make 
decisions.

Begin with: ��ȃǉƃȢɽȃƺƃɨǉ�ɥɨɁǹǉɰɰȈɁȶƃȢ�ƃȶǁ�ƃȶ�ǉȢǁǉɨ�Ȣƃʥ�ƃɽɽɁɨȶǉʰӝ
:ƃɥƃƺȈɽʰ�Ȉɰ�ƃ�ȴǉǁȈƺƃȢ�ƃȶǁ�ȢǉǼƃȢ�Ȉɰɰʍǉӝ���ǁȈƃǼȶɁɰȈɰ�ƃȢɁȶǉ�ǁɁǉɰ�ȶɁɽ�
ƃʍɽɁȴƃɽȈƺƃȢȢʰ�ȴǉƃȶ�ɽȃƃɽ�ɰɁȴǉɁȶǉ�ȶǉǉǁɰ�ƃ�ǼʍƃɨǁȈƃȶӝ�9ǉǼȈȶ�ʥȈɽȃ�
ƃɥɥɨɁɥɨȈƃɽǉ�ȴǉǁȈƺƃȢ�ǉʤƃȢʍƃɽȈɁȶ�ƃȶǁ�ɰǉǉȟ�ȢǉǼƃȢ�ƃǁʤȈƺǉ�ƹǉǹɁɨǉ�
ȴƃȟȈȶǼ�ȴƃȚɁɨ�ƺȃƃȶǼǉɰ�Ɂɨ�ɰɽƃɨɽȈȶǼ�ƃ�ǼʍƃɨǁȈƃȶɰȃȈɥ�ƺƃɰǉӝ


















