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‘Bro, I grew up in
Henderson’: Fine-dining
without the fuss at new
Auckland eatery

Stewart Sowman-Lund

April 26, 2026 Share

Matt and Barbara Lambert know there’s never a good time to open a new
restaurant, yet in the midst of a global fuel and economic crisis, that’s
exactly what they’ve done.

“I decided we had to go, like, it's time to do it. We've got to do it,” says Matt,
speaking to the Sunday Star-Times  from inside his new eatery, called
Return, on Auckland’s Ponsonby Road.

“It's exciting, but it's f…ing terrifying. It's nice to not be comfortable, you
need a little bit of fear to get the best out of yourself. Hey, it's f…ing there.”
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More from The Post

Lies, damn lies and
percentages as
Wellington annual
plan locked in
ANALYSIS: Five percent in 2026 is a

lot different to what it was in 2020.

That is not to undermine what the

council has just done.

Take a walk down a
delicious memory
lane with Wellington
Museum
Wellington Museum’s latest

exhibition, Capital of Kai, explores

how the capital’s foodie culture has

evolved over the past century.

What’s happening in
Wellington this
weekend
Art, music, comedy, theatre and

history collide this weekend, from the

NZ Art Show and KT Tunstall to Seun

Kuti, Heathers and Wrights Hill.

The Lego show that
turned to tragedy: A
survivor’s story

SPONSORED

He was trapped and fading. See why

your Westpac Chopper Appeal

donation is a literal lifeline.

Wellington Library’s
$14k website bill was
actually closer to
$600k
The chairperson of Wellington City

Council’s planning and finance

committee is astounded the cost was

approved, “especially when the

council’s main website is outdated

and has major usability issues”.

The retirement risk
most Kiwis aren’t
warned about: dying
with too much money
OPINION: The fear of running out

shapes most retirement planning

commentary in this country. For a

large group of New Zealanders, it is

pointing them at the wrong problem.

Matt and Barbara Lambert run the new fine dining restaurant Return, on Auckland’s Ponsonby Road.
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