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Technical Brief: MasterFormat and CSI Divisions in
Construction
What CSI MasterFormat is, how the 50 divisions organize construction specifications, and how Ducere applies
the system from estimating to dispute resolution

Executive summary
MasterFormat is the Construction Specifications Institute (CSI) standard for organizing construction specifications in

North America - often called the "Dewey Decimal System" of construction. It divides every piece of a construction project

into 50 numbered divisions (00-49), each broken into sections and subsections with six-digit specification numbers, and

it structures the content of every spec into three standard parts (General, Product, Execution). Because the numbering

is uniform across every project book, owners, architects, and contractors use the same system to write specifications,

estimate, solicit and level bids, procure materials, manage budgets and cost codes, structure operations and

maintenance manuals, and locate the exact contract language in a dispute. This brief explains the division list, the

numbering structure, the three-part spec, the eight construction uses, the history, and where MasterFormat fits in

Ducere's own estimating and project-management workflow.
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1. What MasterFormat is and why it exists
A construction spec book for a single project can run hundreds or thousands of pages, and drawings alone cannot carry

every requirement. MasterFormat solves the organization problem: every element of the work - concrete, masonry,

metals, roofing, plumbing, electrical, finishes - lives in a numbered division, and every material and installation

requirement is written to a standardized three-part specification format. The value is a shared technical language: a GC

in Georgia, a supplier in Ohio, and an architect in California all read "07 21 00" as the same thermal insulation section.

Working from one numbering standard keeps every project participant on the same page - literally - and is why an

outdated division list causes real communication errors.

2. The 50 MasterFormat divisions by subgroup
Divisions are grouped into five subgroups plus contracting requirements. Number gaps (divisions 15-20 and others) are intentionally
reserved for future expansion as the industry evolves.

DIV. TITLE DIV. TITLE

00 Procurement and Contracting Requirements 21 Fire Suppression

01 General Requirements 22 Plumbing

02 Existing Conditions 23 Heating, Ventilating, and Air Conditioning (HVAC)

03 Concrete 25 Integrated Automation

04 Masonry 26 Electrical

05 Metals 27 Communications

06 Wood, Plastics, and Composites 28 Electronic Safety and Security
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DIV. TITLE DIV. TITLE

07 Thermal and Moisture Protection 31 Earthwork

08 Openings 32 Exterior Improvements

09 Finishes 33 Utilities

10 Specialties 34 Transportation

11 Equipment 35 Waterway and Marine Construction

12 Furnishings 40 Process Interconnections

13 Special Construction 41 Material Processing and Handling Equipment

14 Conveying Equipment 42 Process Heating, Cooling, and Drying Equipment

43 Process Gas and Liquid Handling, Purification and Storage

44 Pollution and Waste Control Equipment

45 Industry-Specific Manufacturing Equipment

46 Water and Wastewater Equipment

48 Electrical Power Generation

Subgroups: 00-01 procurement and general requirements; 02-14 Facility Construction; 21-28 Facility Services; 31-35 Site and
Infrastructure; 40-48 Process Equipment.
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3. How a MasterFormat number is built
Every specification number is three two-digit pairs - division, section, subsection - with an optional fourth level
after a decimal point.

The hierarchy works in three levels. Level 1 is the Division (00-49), the broadest category of work. Level 2 is the

Section: Division 05 Metals divides into 05 10 00 Structural Metal Framing, 05 20 00 Metal Joists, 05 30 00 Metal

Decking, and so on. Level 3 is the Subsection, which pins down the exact scope: 05 10 00 Structural Metal Framing

partitions into 05 12 00 Structural Steel Framing, 05 13 00 Structural Stainless-Steel Framing, 05 14 00 Structural

Aluminum Framing, and 05 15 00 Wire Rope Assemblies. Some codes carry a fourth level shown as a decimal after

Level 3 for even finer detail.

READING A SPEC NUMBER: 06 41 93 - CABINET AND DRAWER HARDWARE

First pair (06) = Division: Wood, Plastics, and Composites. Second pair (41) = Section: Architectural Wood Casework within
Division 06. Third pair (93) = Subsection: Cabinet and Drawer Hardware. Every level also carries a plain-English title, so the
number and the title together identify the work precisely.

4. Three-part specifications
Inside each numbered spec, content is organized in the same three parts every time - the "three-part spec" (not to be

confused with the three two-digit pairs of the number itself):

PART WHAT IT COVERS EXAMPLE CONTENT

Part 1 - General Administrative and procedural
requirements

Related sections in the spec book, required submittals, referenced standards
(ASTM, UL, AWI), quality-assurance and qualification requirements.

Part 2 - Product What the material or product must
be

Manufacturing requirements, quality grade, finishes, manufacturer standards.
E.g., 06 40 00 Architectural Woodwork may call for "custom grade" millwork
per AWI standards.

Part 3 -
Execution

How the work is installed or built Installation requirements: e.g., structural concrete spec may state vibrator
size and capacity and placement of pipe sleeves.

Manufacturers publish three-part specs for their products that specifiers tailor per project. The payoff is precise citation:

when an architect answers a contractor question with "please reference 03 31 00, 1.05, A," everyone finds the same line

- Part 1 of spec 03 31 00 Structural Concrete, section 1.05 Quality Assurance, paragraph A (Qualifications).
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5. Eight ways MasterFormat is used in construction
MasterFormat starts as a specification system, but the same division structure runs through estimating,
bidding, procurement, budgeting, closeout, and litigation.

1. Detailing specifications

The core purpose: the spec book captures every material and installation requirement that cannot fit on the drawings, so

trade contractors can estimate and build without guessing.

2. Estimating

Estimators work from the standardized classifications to project costs by division and section, and a GC rolls trade and

specialty subcontractor estimates up into one bid estimate organized by CSI divisions - accurate, transparent,

comparable.

3. Bid management and bid leveling

Bids and quotes reference specific divisions and sections, so nothing gets missed. Owners can level proposals

line-by-line across bidders; a cost that is materially different in one CSI section is a flag that a bidder missed scope in the

specifications.

4. Procurement

Part 2 of the three-part spec states exact material qualities and grades (for example, the millwork craftsmanship grade),

so buyers identify the right manufacturer and order exactly what is called for - less waste, fewer delays.

5. Budget management and cost codes

Cost codes and the schedule of values follow the division structure, so billings map one-to-one into the owner budget

and estimated-vs-actual comparisons roll up at Division level. Standardized codes also move cleanly between software

applications.

6. Construction management

During construction, teams organize schedules and task sequencing against the same divisions, sections, and

subsections - a common reference for coordinating trades and allocating resources.

7. Facilities management

Closeout operations and maintenance manuals are structured by MasterFormat, so facilities managers can find the

upkeep and replacement information for each building component.

8. Dispute resolution

When defects, damage, errors, or omissions are contested, lawyers and forensic analysts work from the spec book -

and everything in the spec book organized by MasterFormat is part of the construction contract. The numbering makes it

possible to locate the exact material requirement and contractor responsibility that decides liability.
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6. Origins and continued evolution
In 1963, CSI's Master Specification System organized specifications into 16 major divisions covering the major trades. In

1978, CSI with Construction Specifications Canada (CSC) published the first version named MasterFormat, still 16

divisions. In November 2004, responding to growth in technology, building materials, and furnishings - and the post-9/11

push for integrated communication, fire protection, and security systems - CSI expanded the standard to 50 divisions,

adding categories for computer networks, telecommunications, and facilities management. The division list was last

updated in 2020 and continues to evolve; the current frontier is mapping BIM and other VDC objects to MasterFormat

divisions for automated documentation. Build to the current edition - old division lists cause real errors.

7. MasterFormat at Ducere Construction
Estimating. Ducere estimating works by CSI division structure: internal truth-check estimates are assembled division by

division from BNi costbooks, while insurance-restoration claims for carriers stay in Xactimate - MasterFormat thinking

governs the internal number, and the carrier-facing document follows the carrier's currency.

Budget and cost codes. Cost codes and schedules of values in the Ducere stack (BuildTools/BuildPass) follow

division-level structure, keeping estimated-vs-actual comparisons clean and sub billings roll up without re-mapping.

Procurement and vendor compliance. Subcontractor scopes are referenced by division and section, so bid leveling

across subs is an apples-to-apples comparison and procurement orders match the spec grade of material - the same

logic that drives Ducere's vendor compliance gate (W-9, workers comp, additional insured) before payment release.

Dispute readiness. The spec book is part of the construction contract. Ducere's practice of retaining project

documentation (including AI-generated drafts) for at least three years pairs with MasterFormat's citation system: in any

defect or payment dispute, the division-section-subsection reference locates the governing requirement immediately.

8. Quick reference: frequently asked questions

QUESTION ANSWER

How many divisions does MasterFormat
have?

50 divisions numbered 00-49. Gaps (e.g., 15-20) are reserved for future expansion.

Who publishes MasterFormat? CSI (Construction Specifications Institute) with CSC (Construction Specifications Canada);
first structured system 1963, current 50-division format since November 2004, division list
last updated 2020.

What do the six digits mean? Two-digit pairs: division / section / subsection, e.g. 06 41 93 = Division 06 (Wood, Plastics
and Composites), Section 41 (Architectural Wood Casework), Subsection 93 (Cabinet and
Drawer Hardware).

What is a three-part spec? The internal format of every spec section: Part 1 General, Part 2 Product, Part 3
Execution.

What are the five subgroups? Procurement/General Requirements (00-01), Facility Construction (02-14), Facility
Services (21-28), Site and Infrastructure (31-35), Process Equipment (40-48).

Is the spec book part of the contract? Yes - everything in the spec book organized by MasterFormat is part of the construction
contract.

Sources: Procore, "MasterFormat: The Definitive Guide to CSI Divisions in Construction" (Carroll-Coelho & Riso, updated Sep 23, 2026);
Construction Specifications Institute. Informational only - not legal, engineering, or professional advice. Verify section numbers against the
edition specified in the project manual.


