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Brooky
qualifies
for $3m
US Open

Golf dream over for
Brooky andAllport

By GABY MORLEY
Goll writer

A little inside
knowledge has helped
\\'ellington golfer
L],nnette Brooky into
the richest tourna-
ment on the United
Statcs women's tour
next rnonth.

Brooky shot a onc
over par ?lJ on Mon
da1' to qualify for the
$i.,lz:i.06 million US
W<-inen's Open at
Rlacl<wolf' Rrur in Wis-
c'onsin on July 2-5.

She rvas one of 24
players to qualil'y
from a field of 156
plaSrers at Ann Arbor,
Ilichigan - a course
she'd never played at.

"She only had one
practice round."
Blooky's rnanager
Gail AIIport saicl. "But
she played with a cou
ple of locals. They
gave her tips on the
course and she gave
then.r tips on golf."

A record 925 play-
crs entered fbr the B0
spots available.

Brooky was er1ual-
14th at Arrn Arbor.

She \ ras today
headed back to Eur-
ope to prepare for a
cliffereut challenge.

She is one of 20
piayers invited to play
in tlie first profession-
a1 uromen's tourna
ment held in Poland -
at Wolin, near the Bal-
tic Sea, on June 22 25.

The players ."vill be
paid appealance fees
ils well as a prize
prlrse.

Blooky started lrer
European can-rpaign
u,ith a win at the Go
tel)org Open in Swe-
den and placed equal
44Ih at the Evian
\fasters in France last
rveek.

The next event on
the European LPGA
circuit is the Austrian
Open at Frohnleiten
on J: Iy 16-18.

by Nicholas Boyack

Ihe cirearn is over for
golfer Lyrnette Broola' ald
her manager Gail AllPot-t.

News that the Women's
Golf Classic has been
car..celled has come as a

shock for the duo who had
worlced hald to attract top
European plaYers.

-l'he annorulcement was
rurade ot-r 2ll December wlten
it bei:ame clearthatProllioter
FrzurkBurgess was unable to
come up with tlle nloney to
nrn the <'vent.

The classic would have
been the richest golf
tournament held in New
Zea]and.

OriginallY the idea of Ms
Brooky, the toumament was
to be played at the Hutt GoU
Club in Februarl-.

Although rumours had
been rife for at least three
months that the tourlament
was in trouble, Ms AllPott
last week told the I/ir f t r\ielos

that she was not aware of the
rumotlrs and had been kePt
in the dark bY Mr Burgess.

She has nothad anYrecent
contact with Ntr Burgess and
is not irrterested in talkittg to

him. Ntirough she liad heard
all sotls of rutrtottrs sittce
Christmas regarding Nlr
Burgess, she does not knou'
any ciet-ails of his financial
problems.

Har,ingPut so rnuch effort
into attracting PlaYers she
sa5's that Ms BrookY is
"devastated" bY the
cancellation.

"It reatlY broke her heart
because it is something wt:
have worked hard for and
wanted for so long."

'lhey have had little recent
conlact with PlaYers itr
Europe but she saYs theY
understand that the Problem
has nothing to do with her or
Ms Brooky.

Maior blow
Although it is a major blol't'

to women's golf in New
Zealand, Ms NlPort saYs she

rn'ants to concentrate on the
positive.

The Hutt club had shown
it was up bo hosting such an

eveut. The volunteers and
comniittee har-e done a

tremendous job, as has
cotu'se suPerirttendent John
Spraggs, she saYs.

"The menrberc should be

very, very Proud of lheir

Giilespie is also fbcrising ott
tl.re positives.

'Ihe course iras unclergotle
a lot of in'ork, which i'ias
dramaticallY in'Provecl it.

The club has not lost anY

money, as all the
improvernents har.'e been
fturded bY the Prornoter, he
says"

Cllub members are "sad"

and "disapPointed" ald he
says he feels for alltlie PeoPle
who ltave worked so hartl.

RealisticatlY, he saYs, it is
hard to see the EuroPean
administrators agreeing to an

evettt in New Zealzuld irt the
near future.

They will inevitablY be
cautious and he saYs what has

happened will reflect badlY
on New Zealand.

"fhe Hutt ly'an's has been
unable to contact Mr Burgess.
In other develoPments, Police
have confirmed theY are
investigating Mr Burgess with
regarcl to money he has
receivecl frorn charitable
trusts.

At this stage it is unclear if
police or the Serious Fraud
Squad will deal with the
conr.plaint. Holdelr New
Zealand are also attemPtitrg
to recover a car theY gave Mr
Burgess as Part of their
sponsorstriu de'l
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