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Long wait pays off, Brooky stars
NIIW ZEALAND golfers made
their mark on opposite sides of
the world yesterday NIichael
Long winning on the second tier
tour in tl-re United States. and
Wellington's Lvnnette |irookv
making the top si-x in her first
staft of the new Eurcpean wo-
nten's season.

l,ong lvon the tls$450,000
(NZ[|i791.000) Virginia l3each
Open afier a closing round two-
rurder-par: 70 left hjrn on 11-un-
rler 271 ^ trvo strokes aheaci of his
n(,al'osl rivll. .\mcricatr
Vaughan Tavlor. in the Nation
wide Tow event.

It u,as Long's fourth career
tit1e, and a huge boost to his for-
tures following a lean patch
which hacl seen trinr picl< u1.r iust
US$111,433 from six tor.rnranrcnts
to sit 68th on the tour's monev
1ist.

The v,rinner's cheque ol
iIs$ti1,000 was cnongh to propcl
him into the top l0 on tour'. He
noetls to fiuish in the top 20 at
the end of the. season to eant his

ln the swing: Lynnette Brooky finished sixth in Tuscany

nine of27 cuts to flnish 183rd on
tire money ilst and iose his card.

thro other New Zealanders,
Grant Walte and reigning Nu.r,
Zeaiand Open champion Mahal
Pearce, missed the Virginia
Beach Open second-round cut.

But in Europe, Brooky fin-
ished in a tie for si-xth in the
Itallan Open at Tuscany, the
Evian Tour"s second event ofthe
season.

Now in her ninth year on the
tour, Brooky had a tournament
score of six-under 286 but saveri
her rnrorst for last with a one-
over 74 yesterday.

She was four shots behind the
winner, Ludivine Kreutz. of
FYance, who won her maiden
tour title after closing with 70.

Brooky, 35, finished in a tie
for lBth in the season's opening
event. the Tenerife Open. anrl
sits 15th on the tour's order ol
rnerit, two places behind compa
triot Gina Scott, who finisheci
23rd equal yesterday. - NZPA

1ar,)

LIS PGA I'our card back.
Long began the flnal round

sharing the lead with Tripp
Isenhour after eilrlier rounris of
72. 65 and 70.

Isenhour stipped o11.the p:rce
with 74 and Long moved into the

outright lead when Isenhour bo-
geyed the 13th and i4th holes
and the New Zealander birdied
the par-five 12th.

Long, 34. endured a tongh
rookie season on the PGA Tour
Iast year. rvhen he made just

WOMEN'S GOLF

LAURA D.\\-IES and ir.ish John_
son love to pla5. ou ltonti: territorr,
and. il lhe.\u<lr.ian Of"r,.,l l\lurlrol.
near Graz, lras hardlv tlieir back-
.varcl. thcr, still relisheitl tire Chance
to rclltrtr to I.)Lrropean soil, n,rites
Claire ]fliddleton.

Thc prize fund was pe.jtr,.1ts com-
pared u,ith n'hat the1. plal-for in the
Lnited States. bLrt Finqlanci's finest
can har,c Ierr complairrts as thct-
\\L't, ()t)l\ jurl,'rlgnd,,rrt Ior. llrt.
f l'l ililtl rr irrrtr.r'. , lrc,lrr,. Lr \,.\\
/eal"rrrtl s Lrnrr*llc Hrool.r.

Brooky's just reward
Brookr- s triurnirh nas a lust

rervard as she rvas robbed last vear
o[ a nraidetr I()ltrt;lle trt llto Lr.rm.ru
Open. 'l'ltr:n. at thc first plal -off
holc,, Joannt: N,Iills t,hippcrl il 1'r.orn
70 1';1pd5 tci steal tlre prize.

.\s Johnson said after Sattrrclat's
lasl rotrnd: Lr rrncfl" ,lc>er r ed a r it-
torl'. 11'r just a shame it trappenecl
this nccli. at m], cxpensc." Rr-6oky
slrol .r lirrll rorrrrrl (), ti:t lu Iitri,lr I.J
trntler par. a stlokt' llctter tlran Jolrn-
\ot't.lnrl Iur'.ilr,'ltl ol Dar iCs.
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