
Stars pull out
of Wellington
golf event ...,,

BY KENT GRAY

Four years jail
for golf promoter

WORLD women's golf No 1 Karrie Webb is no

ionger coming to Wellington.
A sponsorship deal gone sour in Australia has

robbed February's inaugural Nerv Zealand Wo-

men's Classic of the Australian sensation anci

I-hited States stars Juli Inkster and Meg Mallon.
All three had originally intended playing the

Australian Womeu's Masters the week after tht:
February 22 25 Cliissic. But the r,vithdrawal of a
sponsor and the subsequent
cut in prizemoney has seen
the Australian tournament
lose its United States LPGA
status.

Classic spokesu,oman Gail
Allport confii'med the trio
would not come to Wellington
no',v that the Australian Mas-
ters no longer counted as an Webb
of'f iclal US LPGA order of
merit event.

Former LTS Open champions Lotta Neumann
ancl Jane Gecldes had aiso been key signings for
the Classic but are nou'unlikely starters.

"It's disappointing but understandable,"
Allport said.

;'They're saying if it's not part of their [US
LPGA I tour then there is no reason to come

Dorvn Under. They rnight as well take a holiday.
"I'm not too sltre at all who lelsel rve've lost'

The cloor is still open and maybe some of them
will corne. We won't know until the entries come

in."
Allport has still promised a "great" field for

the event, which is co-sanctioned by the Ladies
European Tour and Australian Ladies Profes-
sional Golf. With a purse of $650,000, it remains
New Zealand's richest golf tournament (the NZ
Open men's tournament at the Grange in Janu
aiy is worth $500,000) ancl n'ili still boast the
highest-quality field, men's or women's. ever as-

sernbled in this countrY.
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Laura Davies is a confirmed
starter, along with her playing
partner at the Wornen's World
Cup of Golf in Malaysia last u,eek.
Trish Johnson. New Zealand,s
tearn of Marnie McGuire and

The man who promoted the failed
New Zealand Women's Golf Classic was
jailed for fbur years today on $1 million
fraud charges.

Wellington District Court judge Mi
chael Green jailed FYank Burgess, 46,
an administrator of Hataitai who had
pleaded guilty to two charges of using
documents with htent to defraud and
one of forging a document. The Serlous
FYaud OfIice began investigathg Bur-
gess in January 2001.

Judge Green said Burgess, who had
been the admiristrator for Sporls Ser-
vices Ltd, breached the trust of the na-
tional sportlng organisations the com-
pary had been the umbrella orgalisa-
tion for.

He said those people might Iike to
know that Burgess had stafted off as a
dishonest young man, harriag convic-
tions fr<tm age 16 for false pretences, bur-
glary, uttering cheques, forgerS, 416
credit by fraud. His last cor-rviction, at
age 25, in 1981 was for theft as a servant.

He said there was some hc.rpe Burgess
might have outgrown his dishonest./ but
years latcr he rvas back "bigger and
brighter and for rnore money".

Burgess had used the rent paid b.v- the
sporlilg organisations for himself rather
than pay it to the landlord of the build-
ing, the Wellington City Counc11. Tt rvas
noticed only once the rent was sigriii
cantly in an'ears. T'he totai lost r'r'as

$99,221.17 Burgess rr-,paitl $37,976.43.
He also made applications to charit'

abie hrusts whlch distribute the ftrnds of
gaming machines in pubs. He rnade lBB
false applications of behalf of the Nlarist
Amateur Football Club, Sporls Seruices
Ltd and the New Tr;alarld Women's Golf
Ciassic for funds. This amounted to
fulds of $976,99t).

JAILED - Frank Burgess.

Judge Green said he forged a letter
from Pat O'Rourke chairman of New
Zealand Temis and signed the name of
Bronwln Litfie on application forms.

The judge said there were 310 separ-
ate offences and Burgess was systemati-
cally tlieving.

He said there were sporting organisa-
tions w-ho would have got money except
for Burgess'theft.

Defence counsel Bruce Davidson said
Burgess had been hounded by the media
and felt that had been punitive.

He said Bwgess had always regarded
the Women's Golf Classic as a legitimate
venture and wanted to apologise to all
involved.

Mr Davidson said Burgess accepted
he was going to jail and it was only a
question offor how long. Burgess had co-
operated with the Serious F?aud ffiice
and frarildy acknowledged his offending.

Spodswoman of the Year

ffi[+*fffi
:*ll'L lrl" t?5 ll""' r,il "
)il;;;i;i;i'nnrns) Lucinda tr'4oseY

i*;r*',lt tl;a 11't 

o"i ffi i no r

ii"-n" uun D'/k (netball)'

stars pull out of wellington event
Lynnette Brooky finished 11th in
Malaysia and they will head the
strong Kiwi presence in the fielcl.

Reigning British Open charnpi
on Sofie Gustafson and Sweclish
compatriot Helen Alfredsson will
also plal' and are to be accornpa-
nied by Europe's triun.rphant
Solheim Cup captain Date Reid.

"The Australian Masters is
now co-sanctioned by the Euro_
pean tour so we'll get some very
good European players dolvn
here. They all want to get on the
LET order of merit [money list]
early to qualify for the Evian
Masters in France which carries a
€1 million purse," A[port said.
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