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Prowomentourney
'is still on the cards

by Nicholas Boyack

Tlie r:oilapst' r.rf t.lrt, \t,w Zcaian<l
Wornen's Goif Classic is not
all bad news for the Hutt
Golf Club.

In late Decernber
prornoter Frank Burgess

golf management company Tuohy
Associates, u-hich is suing Mr'
Burgess, has indicated it plans to
rlln an event in New Zealand.

The enthusiastic response to the
proposed Ner.r, Zealand event
impresseri them greatly, says Mr
Wt-l1s.

\\thilst there hacl been a probiem
witl'r lhe .pronloter, the Hntt Gcilf
{ llritr Iracl shorvn it was up to holding
suclt att errent.

There is a gap in the market for a
professionai wornen's event and he
says Turthy Associates is keen to
hold a tournament here.

XL' lVerlls concedes the Laclies'
Eurol;ean Tour will need conviucing
that tire organisers are genuine and
harre tire ability to r-nake it succeed.

Tiroli.v Associa{es orgarrises a
number of major tournaments in
Australia and have a good reputation,
he says. Ii zrll goes well, the
tounrament coulcl be heid next vear
at the ilult Goif tllttb.

announced that the event would not
be going ahead due to a lack of
funding. The Serious Fraud Office

' 'has subsequently become involved
after a complaint w-as laid by the
New Zeaiand Community Trust.

Hutt manager Paddy Wells says
the club is not directly out ofpocket
as Mr Burgess met his payments to
the club. But green keeping staffhad
carried out a lot of work cleveloping
and improi,.ing the course. They are
paid a salary and if their tinie had
been costed out, the paynrents
received by 1,he club wouid not have
covered the cosl.

However, the impror.ements have
significantly improved the facility
and members nour have a better
course, he says.

6 NlrWellshashadnorecentcontact
with Mr Burgess. The club is waiting
to hear from the Serious Fraud Office

_ and will provide it with any
information it requires.

Asked why the club did not check
out Mr Burgess's background, Mr
Wells says that he gave the
impression that he had the expertise
to promote the event. He kept up to
date with his payments until
December and gave no indication
that he did not have the funds to run
the tournament, until shortly before
he called it off.

The good news is that Australian

r SPORTS AWARDS
PETER BIDWELL

Capital's best
to be rewarded

All Black and Hurricanes rugby
ioose forwarrl Ilodney So'oialo was

the other men's fl-raList.
The teams section also qualifles for

the overall award, and the three nom-

inatiorrs the WelJinglol-r n.ren's

hockeS' side, the Nlirarnar Ilangers

soccei squad ancl the f itahi tlay surf
boat cre',v - all won national titles'

The awarcis nlght is sponsored bY

Newsta-lkZB.
The finalists:
Soo,f'*o.u" of the 7'3 1 ynnette Brooky

(qorti. ton' Jets (switrmtr 9 ' Olrv'a tun"t 1*s'oht'

littino)' 
ioorttrun of the yedr Slepnen rler'nq ' ' I 'cl'

"tt-Jonu,n"n 
Wyatl rToJ^tain 'unr'ng' Podnev

So'olalo (rLrqbv)"-Coi.r- 
o1 t'h" yua, Peter Russel' 'ugol''' Stu

.lacobs soccer ), l\,4ic" Wa n r soccer)-- iJr- o' lhe year. Werlrngton men s hocke)'

t"rr-.-N4itr*", Binqers lsoccer)' Titahi Bay surf

hoat crew (sud lifesaving)-- 
AJminisirator ol the year David Crocker (bas

ketbilt) Steve Dunbar (rugby), Leslie Wikinsorr
(tennis)' 

ieisonal,tv oj'hP Vea Bernre Ponerls"i larhlet-

icst, Suz'e Pearce thockey'. Tana Umaga'rugby)--Ott.Li{,mp:relte'ereei ol the year: Ave il Rob-

e'1s (taole Iennls) Stepnen Noble (Iern s)' Lrz Bur-

man lwater oolo).-ir"iq 
"{ sportspe'son of the vear: |\,'1?.u.)9n'

Iugoyr to-er'Marama (rennrs)' Fobb'e Vc\4illan
(yachting).' Otheiawards to be grven on the -'gnl: athletn

wrlh disanllily: tarr play volLnleer oi lhe vea' llle'

iime contrlOution to sport: overall spoftsperson of

the year.

GOLFER l,ltnette Brooky' mountain
runner Jonathan Wyatt and cricketer
Stephen Fleming appear to have the

besi chatices of overrrll victory lrt the

Wcllington Sportspcrson rlf the Year

awards tonight.
Brook5' won the OPen de FYance

tournamer.rt last year, which allowed

her to finish well up on the European
women's tour. Her effrlfts wotlld :ip-

pear supcriot' trl the (lomtnonwealth

ilarl"t iilver and brtltrze rnetials won

by weightlifter Olivia Baker and the

bionze-won bY swimmer Toni Jeffs,

the other women's flrnalists.
Wyatt excelled in winning the

woriil tltle to enhance New Zealand's

rnountain running rcputation' De-

soite New Zcaland's disappt-rintint
l,',sscs to Ausrralia and India in the

Worid CuP. Fleming ied the Biack

Caps to test and one-day series wins
aqainst lnriiir and an histr-.rric test

series witt in thc Caribbg311. flis one-

riay centurv against South Afiica in
the cup was regarcled as arguablv

I Ner,v Zealand's best one-day innings'


