
Sorenstarn
shoots
two clear
with 69
n GO!-F

WORLD No 1 Annika Sorenstam
carded a one-under-par 69 to surge
two shots clear of her closest chal-
lengers after the thirtl round of the
US$3 million (NZ$6.2s million) US

Women's OPen in Kansas Yes-
terday.

Wellingtonian Llmrette BrookY
rnatched that score for a three-round
total of 215, seven back and in a

share of seventh.
The 31-Year-o1d Swede

Sorenstam, bidding to win the tltle
{br the thlrd tirne, is the only player
in the fieid below Par as she re-

turned a two-under total of 208.

Americans Juli Inkster (71) and Jil-l
McGill (69) shared second on 210.

Australia's Shani Waugh (71) was

a further stroke adrift on 211 at the
Prairie Dunes Country Ciub.

On another day of gusting winds
and over one of the toughest courses
the players encounter, Sorenstam
compiled three bil:dies as she
stepped up her attempt to clinch her
eighth worldwide victory thls year.

Inkster would have been alone in
second place but for a droPPed shot
at the last.

The 42-Year-old American, who
,von the title in 1999 and is a mem-
ber of the LPGA Hall of Fame, said
Sorenstam would be tough to catch.

"I tried mY hardest out there but
it didn't go very wei1," said Inkster.

"Annika is not going to give anY-

thing away and I know I'11 have to
play a lot better to even have a

chance of beating her."
Sorenstam. smilin! and rela-red

and reflecting the attitude of some-

one in tota-l control of her game. rvas

deligirted with her pertormance. But
she also struck a note oi caution.

"I c1ir1 a 1ot of things r:ight out
thcrc." sltc sirid. 'llut tlris i* I ver)t

tough golf course antl lots tlf things
can happen."

If Sorenstam does lift the title, it
wiil continue a dazzling run this sea-

son. Apart from her seven wins, she

has ordy once been outside the top

seven in 13 stafts.
She also won o11 her Previous two

outings, at ihe Evian Masters in
I,Yance three weeks ago and at the

Poweringaway:Sweden,sAnn|kaSorenstamcelebratesnailing
another 

"birOie during the third round of the US Women's Open

yesterdaY. - Picttrre: REUTERS

ShopRite LPGA Classic in Atlantic
City last weekend.

For McGill, 30, the aim is to win
her flrst tol[nament itr six vears on

the LPGA Tour.
"This week, I'm PlaYing the way I

know I can," said McGill' "Hopefirl-

1y, this could be an imPortant steP-

ping stone."
Former chamPions Laura Davies

of Britain and South Korean Pak Se

Ri produced yesterday's best rounds
with matching 6Bs.

Davies wa:r tied for 10th Place on

216. Pak was on 217. -- Reuters
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