
GOLF: Welsh Women's Open

Belgion stor is

unhuppy to

hit time borrier
TIIE sands of time ran out for Bel-
gium's Lana Freund in the Welsh
Women's Open at St Pierre yesterday
as she became the first player on the
Amex European Tour to be penalised
for slow play.

The 25-year-old was handed a one-
stroke penalty by rules offtcial Allan
Hibbert after taking 93.9 seconds to
play her third shot to the l5th hole.
Under new guidelines to speed up
play, the limit is 80 seconds.

That tumed her three-over-par 16
into a 77, and she was less than
pleased with the decision.

"I think that everyone on the
course has taken more than 80 sec-

onds over a shot and ifthey are going
to use this ruling then there should be
a referee with every group," she said.

Director of tour operations David
Rollo said that a waming had been
given to another player, and several
others were on the borderline.

The wind that caused havoc in the
opening round again took its toll. and
there were six players tied for the lead
on 148, two over par.

They included the ovemight front-
runners, Caroline Hall, Lora Fair-
clough and Stephanie Dallongeville,
who all returned disappointing 76s.

The most significant moves canle
from Scotland's Julie Forbes and
New Zealander Lynnette Brooky,
who shot best-of-the-day 7ls to join
the log-jam at the top.

Forbes could have been clear of the
pack but for a bogey five at the par
three l8th, where she found all sorts
of trouble in the bunker.

Brooky - youngest of nine chil-
dren, six of them single-figure golfers

- is a product of the Titahi Bay club
in Wellington where Michael Camp-
bell leamed his trade.

A run of two birdies and an eagle
in successive holes from the l4th was
the key for 2S-year-old Brooky.
whose sporting talents first surfaced
on the rugby field when she played
full back for the local boys club.

For Welsh hope Helen Wadsworth
there was a second 77 for 154. bttt
with no-one pulling away she could
still force her way into contention.

The shot of the day came from an-
other Belgian, Valerie Van Ryck-
eghem, who holed in one at the
146-yard l8th with a four iron.
kading scores (GB unless stated): lztS S

Dallongeville (France) 72 7 G,LHraclrl,tq 1 3

75, I Brooky (New Zealand) 77 7 I, C HaJ]

72 76, I Fairclough7276,l Forbes 77 7l;
149 P Meunier (France) 76 73,1 tvtorley

74 7t. CDuffy 75 73, T Lovevs 7673; 150

Lynnette Brooky heading back to Europe

Brooky off
eyeing top

to Europe
10 finish

iVERYONE li,as impressed q,ith the.say professionai golfer Lynnette
Brooky handled the disappointnlent
oi being denied last year's German
Ooen title. and a first rvin on the
European women's tour. b1' a freak-
ish pitch shot front Australiau Joanne
}Ii1is.

rYirat people didn't knorv rvas that
l;ehincl the brave {acade nremnries of
that .Iuly ciay r,l'hen Mills holed out
frour 70 I'ards on the second playofi
;cle hauirted Blooklr' in the folioiving
:nonths. and rvere only laici to rest b1'
a trip to Gernranl' last ntonth to play
.n a skins match.

Next ureek Brook5' heads fbr. Eur
ope agarn with the demons exorcised

. and looliing for a top 10 order-of-
' rnerit placing acri a first tour w,in.

Botn objectives are r.r'ell l',-ithin her
capa'hilities after finishing 43rd. 34th
r:nci 13tir on tlte raukinss during lier
rirst three -veai.s ol) tire tont._''I onlv got o\.er it [losing the pta5.'-
t-ii.{'l iast ntonth rvhen I qot bacli fi-om
i-rerrnany." tsrorikl'. 30. said. "There
...,'ere tinres u'hen I r.vould sudcienly sit
up in bed and say 's...'. Then I
.,vonlcln't be able to get back to sleep."I reurenrber thinking u,hetr Jo-
anne hii the shot 'that's going to be
prettl' close', but that n'asn't u,hat I
woiiid thiitk about in the night. It
,.r.ould be three-putting the last hoie
to i)ut nle in a pla-vofT. Trvo putts and
I r,un l jre Gernran Open."

5l'Or)l:i' iias ilevet' ileerr one tu
n.seii on negatives horvever, and sets
, i1- fo, a iourti: Irir.cpcarr canruailrr
ir a positive :rame of mii:d. despite
sir.itching f r-cui lVilson to Titelist
it-<xts or:lr, i:s1 ri-or.k

By RUSSELL GRAY

Some u,ould describe such a urove
as brar,qe. Others u,ould call it foolish.
Brooky puts herself in the first group.

It rvas. she said. necessarl be.
cause her previor.rs supplier couldn't
find a another set of the type. biades.
she lias beerr using for the past 14
i'ears.

"The ne*, ones are made to meas-
ure and the teight feels good," she
said.

"I spent trvo days using them
u,hile rvorking u'ith AIex Mercer
lcoachl and he said he had never seeir
me :-\\'ing so $'ell or hit the ball bei
ter so I have to feel confident,"

Brooky. rvho has flirted with other
coaches driring irer career. has un-
flinehing lirith in irlercer ivho rviii
join her in England tbr August's ivo-
men's British Open at Lvthant St
Anles.

"lle is ir l'antasric nrotivator. Ort,
of the best iir the rvorid." Brook5, 56i6
of llercer'. rvho also coaches 1995
IJSPGA chanririon Steve Eikington.

Not tliat Blooky neecls anyone to
rnotivate her after serving urhat she
describes as her Enlopeal apprer-
ticcship ovcr the past three ].'ears.

"The lva), i look at it is that I jLlst
wan1. to keep climbing the laclrler."
she said. "I finished 13th last year'.
That means I onl_r' have 12 players to
pass. "

Next morrth Brookl u,ill cross tiie
Atiantic in ar attempt to qualify -fbr
July's g5tt.t million US Open. Tirere
is only one rounri of qualifying ri.iiit
betrveen 6u0 ancl ?00 golf'ers on si::
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