“e,'?o, 2 o R
GOLF TR /-0

Australian Women’s Open, Melbourne.—
A three-way contest is likely to decide the
$489,715 Australian Women's Open in Mel-
bourne today after New Zealand's Lynnette
Brooky slipped from contention in yesterday’s
third round.

After shooting a five-under 67 on Friday,
Brooky could manage only a 74 at the Yarra
Yarra Golf Club to leave her two-over and in a
tie for 20th

Only seven golfers were under par, includ-
ing leader Sophie Gustafson of Sweden who
had forged a handy lead on 11-under after

shooting a bogey-free 66, easily the round of
the day.

She was four shots clear of defending
champion and world No 1 Karrie Webb, who
shared second place with experienced compa-
triot Jane Crafter.

It was a further five shots back to the next
group of golfers, which included overnight lead-
or Alison Munt, who had a disastrous 78.

Early scores —

215: Shani Waugh (Aust) 76 72 67. 216:

Caroline Hall (England) 75 74 67. 217: Sophie
Sandolo (ltaly) 76 72 69, Patricia Meunier
Lebouc (France) 72 75 70. 218: Lynnette
Brooky (NZ) 77 67 74, Rebecca Stevenson
(Aust a) 76 72 70. 219: Nicola Moult (England)
73 74 72, Kelly Robbins (US) 74 73 72, Helen
Beatty (Aust a) 72 74 73. 220: Raquel Carriedo
(Espain) 72 74 74, Kate Macintosh (Aust) 75 A71
74. 221: Gina Scott (NZ) 74 76 71, Loraine
Lambert (Aust) 75 74 72, Pernilla Sterner (Swe-
den) 73 75 73, Samantha Head (England) 75
72 74, Karine Icher (France) 73 73 75. 22z;
Nadina Taylor (Aust a) 75 74 73, Susan
Farron (NZ) 68 79 75, Jan Stephenson (Aust)
75 72 75, Catrin Nilsmark (Sweden) 77 69 76.
203 Nicole Stillig (Germany) 77 72 74, Nikki
Campbell (Aust a) 74 75 74, Tanya Holl (Aust)
75 74 74, Dale Reid (Scotland) 75 74 74,
Nicole Lowien (Aust) 75 72 76. 224 Hae-Young
Jeon (Korea) 75 75 74, Tamie Durdin (Aust) 74
76 74, Anna Berg (Sweden) 73 76 75, Lora
Fairclough (England) 75 ZONTT. 225:" Karen
Lunn (Aust) 76 74 75, Vicky Uwland (Aust a) 74
75 76, Wendy Dicks (England) 71 78 76, Deni
Booker (England) 74 75 76, Marina Arruti
(Spain) 72 75 78. 226: Louise Ferguson (Aust)
78 72 76, Sara Eklund (Sweden) 75 74 77,
Michelle Scerri (Aust) 78 71 77, Robyn Sottile
(Aust) 75 74 77, Kirsty Taylor (England) 71 77
78, Michelle Bristow (Aust) 72 75 79, Susie
Mathews (AustS a) 79 67 80. 227: Joanne Mills
(Aust) 78 72 77, Nina Karlsson (Sweden) 72 77
78. 228: Judith Van Hagen (Netherlands) 74 75
79, Marjan de Boer (Netherlands) 75 74 79.
229: Regine Lautens (Switzerland) 73 77 79,
Laurette Maritz (Sth Africa) 73 76 80, Chris
Greatrex (Canada) 73 74 82.

HERE’S no chance of Kiwi

Lynnette Brooky sneaking up

on the world’s best golfers
and springing a surprise attack in
this week’s British Open at
Sunningdale. Too late, she has giv-
en the game away.

Brooky, who is in the middle of
her final tuneup for the tourna-
ment she most wants to win, al-
ready has the golf world talking. If
she achieves anything like her aims
at Sunningdale, then they will be
positively abuzz.

The 29-year-old Wellingtonian,
in just her third year as a touring
professional, lies 10th on the Euro-
pean order of merit and had her
best result recently when she
missed out on the German Open
title on the second hole of a playoff
against Australian Joanne Mills.

At present she is in the middle of
the WPGA championship of Eur-
ope tournament in Gleneagles,
Scotland, and, despite a weather-
affected opening round and a lin-
gering bout of flu, she remained
upbeat about her Open prospects.

“] had the ’flu really bad last
week and I’m just coming out of it
now. It’s a little bit of a hassle, but
I’m still hitting it all right and
thinking pretty straight,” she said.
She had just spent almost 5% hours
on the course before fog forced her
off on the 17th, lying one over.

And Brooky doesn’t mind admit-
ting that the Open has been occu-
pying centre stage in her thoughts
as it draws ever closer.

“] keep thinking about it as
much as I can to make sure I stay
focused on it. The world’s eyes are
on you and, if you do well there,
you set yourself up financially pret-
ty good and your name gets up
there that bit higher.”

This will be Brooky’s third Brit-
ish Open, having finished in the 20s
in 1995 and around 30th last year

| when a shoulder injury bothered

her in the closing stages. And she
firmly believes it is her best chance
yet for a high finish.

It’s as well Brooky has a pretty
firm temperament for a lesser per-
son might well still be agonising
over the putting woes which
snatched that German title from
her grasp in Hamburg.

There, after taking a two-shot
lead on to the final green, Brooky
three-putted to go to the playoff,
then conld onlv watch as her op-
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BROOKY . . . “My time will come, | know that now”

Brooky plays way
into British
pen contention

ponent pitched in for an eagle on
the second sudden-death hole.

Crucially, she remains chirpy
about the whole experience.

“If we all knew how to do the
right things, we’d all be winners.
My time will come, I know that
now. You learn from those experi-
ences. The weather was horrific, it
was blowing a gale and I couldn’t
even put my hands behind the ball
before the putt it was that windy.”

And Brooky has played the
three-putt blunder over and over
and decided it just wasn’t
meant to be. “I didn’t quit on the
putt, these things just happen.”

In so many ways Brooky is a
much more confident player as a
result of how her peers now see
her. “All the players came up to
me last week and they were players
you might normally just say hi to.
They’ve come up and patted me on
on the back. That’s an awesome
feeling it’s like ‘wow, I've
arrived’.”

And as Brooky, one of three
Kiwis playing in the Open (Susan
Farron and Janice Arnold will join
her), basks in her newfound status,

she remains determined to retain

“] think it’s just time. Eitl
your luck comes early or it con
in the end. I don’t think I’ve e
really played badly — DIve o
missed four cuts since I've beer
professional — and as long a
keep my act together and resp
everyone, I think I can be one
the top players.”

She is disappointed, though, t
she can’t fly the Kiwi flag to
extent of luring professionals
play in this country. “We sul
need some tournaments in D
Zealand,” she said. “It’s a sha
because a lot of the girls would
out of their way to come. T
wonder why I talk so highly of
Why not give us one or |
tournaments?”’

NEW Zealand will hav
strong representation at
women’s British amateur chan
onship at Silloth on Solway star
on August 20 — Renee Fow
Catherine Knight, Ju
Kraschinski, Pam Sowden

Kylie Wilson.

— MARC HINT



