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WtsLLINGTON'S Lltmette Brooky
broke down in tears during the
opening round of the British Open
golf championship in Englatrd yes-

terday as preparations were under
way in Wellington for her mother's
funerzLi.

Only a few hours before her
mother Margaret's firneral, Brooky
ilrohe down at the 16th hole, then
regathered herself and went on to
shoot a one-over-par 73.

She was seven shots off the lead
set by American Juli Inkster after
the opening round of the 91.05 mil-
lion (NZ$3.21 million) event at the
Royal Lytham course near
Blackpool.

Brooky, 38, had been home to
visit her mo*rer before returning
to Britain last weekend.

She said her mother, who died
on Monday after a long battle with
cancer, wanted her to play.

"I knew it was going to be emo-
tional, I uras expecting it but I man-
aged to cany on," she said.

"l know Mum wanted me to
keep strong.

"I'm glad to be out here, my
family wants me to be out here, I
want to be out here but tonight's
going to be very hard for me,"
Brookv said yesterday.

"I'm just go-

ing to sit down
with my caddy
and a couple of
friends, have
one drink and
a nice meal
ard hopeflrlly
li.ave.. a good Lun*u"srecp. B?ooky:
. llrooky sarcl playinE on

she had spent for molrer.
about 40 min-
utes with one of her coaches in-
stead of the notmal 20 minutes be-
fore tee offyesterday.

"I had a sfaight drive into the
trees and it was really tough - I
thought, 'here we go'.

"I managed to get a bogeY bttt
from there I managed to play reallY
weII."

"It's been very tough since I got

back here [tsritain] from Nerv Zea-
land. You rea]ly can't think of any-
thing else lvhen you iose 1'our
mum, so it has ireen Pret$ dil'-
ficult.

"When I got to the 16th I tuted
around to rny caddy antl said to
him, 'you'd better statt speaking to
me', because I was getting choked
up. It was the ltrst time mY caddy
never had anlthing to sav to lne
and everyone just starled to have a

Iittle laugh which got rne going
again.

"But after the l8th I got down a
little when a couple of girJs ciNne
and gave me a hug. I just had a
iittle cry. It's all very touching but
I'm glad to be out here, my faurily
wants me to be here."

Brooky said she knew her mum
was supporling her as usua1.

"Hopetully she'l] come imd give
rne a hand with a few putts. 'Ioday
I actually chipped ln one hole and -[

turned around and said 'thanlis
mum'. That's when I had some
emotions come over me so I
walked alvay quickly and just
regrouped.

"It's very tough but very loving
as well out there axd she's still
with me - I can feel it."

Brooky said she had one of her
best rormds at the course yesterda-v

and it was all about making sure
the ball remained on the green

with the approach shot.
"l{ere it reali-v comes dolr,tr to

good putting and gettlng the ba.ll
into the greeir oiherr.t'ise it will just
rul off into the bunkers on the
sides you know links course,
when it gets dry it just gets ru-
ning. You just have to be Positive
and hrrst yourself out there, I'm
playing every shot out there for m5'
mum, so I won't give up.'' -- NZPA

Brooky qualifies
for US Open
WELLINGTON golfer LYnrtette
Brooky has qualified to play iti next
month's Unitcd States OPen. the
richest tournanteut on the womell's
prof'essional calendar'.

BrookY, wiro recentiY w'ou the
Goteborg Open in Si.veden, shot a

one-over Par ?3 to be one of 23

players to qualify frotrr a field o{'

156 at the Randrvick Farm cout'se

in Ann Arbor, Michigan.
The US OPen. rvhich carries

prizemoney of $LTSI.5 r.rillioll, rvill
be piayed from JulY' 2 to 5 in Wis-
consin.


