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WELLINGTON golfer Llnnette Brooky is on the
verge of her best result on the Ladies Eriropean
Tour this year heading into the fina.t round of the
Portugal Open.

Brooky, a four-time winner on tour, completed
the secotrd and penultimate round at Algatv-e i_n a
share of sixth ptace on three-ulder-par 141.

She shot rounds ofTl and 70 to trail a group of
four players who share the lead on 137.

Fralce's Jade Schaeffer and Sophie Giquei hold
the lead alongside Louise Stahle, of Sweden, and
Australian Joanae Mills, three shots ahead of
Sweden's Johanna Westerberg.

Meanwhile, Michael Campbeil's return to the
Eruopean golf tour has turned sour.

The former US Open champion plummeted to a
share of last place in the French Open in
Versai-lles.

Campbell carded a six over pa:. 77 for a nine-
over-pax 222 tal1y to trail Denmark,s Soren Hansen
by 16 shots. NZPA
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By GREG FORD

Brooky in US Open 'a,l
lrrform Lnwtr Hutl. golfcr iL
l,lrutette Brouky has "ecurert i
]-.li L:e in next month's US Wo-
men's Open after a fine perform-
ance irr sectional qtLalifyirg.
Brooky, u,ho already has thLree

top-five finishes on the Evian
l.utopean Ladit,s l\rru this 5loir'.
trred a 36hole total of 138 at the
Didlas Athletic Club. Texas to se-

cure her placer in the $US3 niil-
lion ($N26.17 mjllion) totLt-ra-
ment in Hutchinson. I(ansas. She
rnade the cut in iast l,ear's Crlen.

Bernie Pramberg

on the Gold Coast

FEISTY New Zealander
Lynnette Brooky praised vet-
eran Sydney coach AIex Mer_
cer and blasted a Kiwi sports
promoter after firing a 6I to
take a four-stroke Iead into
today's third round of the
ANZ Laaiies ly{asters.

Brooky is at lB under and
leads American l(elly Rob_
bins who finished strongly to
birdie three of the tasf iive
holes for a second-round 67.

Hot favourite Karrie Webb
is six strokes off the lead in
third place and concedes she
needs a "very good weekend,,
to catch Brooky. She de-
scribed her Z0 as ,,a litfle up
and down" with more missed
greens and loose swings than
in her opening 67.

"But I'm not in too bad aposition," the Queenslander
said.

Brooky, 33, a passionate ad-
vocafe and worker for a major
women's tournament in New
Zealand, was enraged when a
$500,000 event planned for
Wellington Iast month failed
to eventuate. A police fraud
squad investigation into cir_
cumstances surrounding the
failed event has been insti-
gated.

''I was so upset I was going
around punching holes in the
wall," Brooky saiil. ,,I told my
trainer at the gym I *u. .L
angry I couldn,t work outproperly. So he started to
teach me boxing three times a
week.

Lr.'t-rnctte BrookY is PreParing
fbr life after goli.

'l'he Lr-rndon-based Weliilrgton
golfer has tto platts yet tu lttir(''
but nhile givinr lessons al tht'

Hutt VaLley Golf Centre Yesterrlay

she said coactring was where her

future lay.
"lt's gootl to cledicate some time

to coaching and have a bit of a

break from golf," she sairi.

"Coaching is dehniteiY where I
walt tr.-r end u11."

Llrookv, whr.r finislicd 29th tln
this Year's wolnen's I'luropean

tour order of merit. has been

working at the celltre since her

arrlr,al home a tuotlth agci.

Tliis year didn't finish quite as

Brooky had Planned.
'fhe 3li-vear-rlld Pro missed out

on gaining a Unlted States ladies'

tout'carci ht a quali{yillg tourna-
ment in Florida last ntotrth

Crackurg the US tour has beert

a long'term goal of Brooir-v's sincc'

she entered thc professional ranks

seven yeal's ago.
"l am tlot upset thinkilg tiut

I'm a fallttre, because I'ur not " shtt

sait1. "I love the li,ti:styie irt Europe

aucl the interesting corurffles i get

to vlslt. but goilrg to the United

States is where I eventuallY want

to end up [befbre retjremeut] "

Brookv's lnanagel' and carklitr
()ail Allport szrid that' lr'hilc fail

ing to secttrrl tt cilrcl i'r'as tltsap-

irilitititig. sl)ulls{rl lllIilirtirrns lll:'v
still orx'tt ,5n ,lool li rt' lltuukl in

;\merica ttoxt vear.
''il r'.t' r'altr lllak(' I 1"\\' ll'li l'c

r:ontacts \ve filav end uP Plaving
there vet. She is knorvn over there

ailer makirlg thr: cttt in the US

Open. so wr:'r'e hoPcful.' \llPott
slir1.

llrookv Plans to head ba(rK to

rdon in April after PlaYing in

Australian Open and several

er pro-atrts there in JaluarY

"We're fur the seventh vear ol a

lO-year p1an, with the goal to be

P1a5r6* in the United States bv the

will keep PlaYirlg as long as she

keeps petforniing on the course.

"shooting those low scores lT ill

"He told me if I ever came
across this guy I,d know what
to do. What happened to that
tournament in New Zealand
was a tragedy because we had
so much support for the
event. I just hope that justice
is done."

Continued page 32

I

I

I


