
Brooky t'ewqrds family's faith
By RUSSELL GRAY

WELLINGTON'S Lynnette Brooky yesterday
turned the national women's golf championship
final into a family party, and the celebrations
continued into the night after she won the New
Zealand title for the second tirne in four years.
_ Brooky had 30 relatives, including father
Frank on a moped, in the big crowd that lol-
lowed her dramatic final against Australian Lo-
raine Lambert and when Brooky raised her arms
in triumph on the 36th green to signal a one up
win the partying began.

Brooky loves playing in tront of big galleries
and she rewarded those who cheered her on in
the best possible way by breaking the domin-
ance overseas players have had at the ANZ
event in recent times.

"l loved the crowd. They made me play. They
made me smile. lt was them who kept me go-
ing," Brooky said.

"ll the crowd come to see you play you owe it
to them to be good with them.,,

Brooky had them eating out of her hand as
she responded to birdie putts that lound ttrcir
target with huge smiles and upraised arms, aid
laughed with them w?ren the occasion arose.

One such momenl came on the 22nd hole
wherd Brooky topped her second sho! but she
ioined in the laughter as the bafl scutfled up the
fairway to tinish on the green. To rub salt in the
wound and leave Lambert shaking. her ll'ead in
disbelief Brooky sank the 20 foot birdie pun lo
take a one hole lead. ' \.-,

That was the moment w;',:nlog felt it tras
going to be Brooky's day. TH her (heam was
going to be realised at the expense of Lambert
who was seeking her third successive New Zea-
land title.

TlB,match had starled qubtly erlouglr $.!th
rrlne bej.:+_eqn the pair an{Lambert waS leadinE
ofle Ep wh€n a tiizarre occurre$ce on the l2th r

hole changed the complexion of the match.
Lambert's tee shot on the par-three hole went

over the left-hand bunker and landed in a swalg
pin higrh. YYhen Lambert got there towevgrrtt{';
ba-ll couldn't be found and-after lrantic scr{t..,rng
by the gallery ttre Australian concc<*t,- ine hole
to go back lo sqirare aB4 srri rrcyer took the
lead agn n.

While r-arrrperr said the incadent didn't upset
her she lost the next three holes to go three
down after 15 holes. She won the 16th and at
the hdfway slage traiErl py two;

Brooky's bad ftrs qntclily cand€tred out udren
Lambert won the 19th and Anth hotes ol the 36-
hole tinal. The advantage was restored by the
29th hole but a Brooky bogey and a Lambert
birdie had the pair level again two holes laler.

The decisive mornent came on the 34th gteen
where Brooky sar* a 12-foot ffiie putt and ttre
linal lwo holes were shared to leave Brooky with
the title.

Going into the championship Brooky made no
secret of the lact that she wanted the matcitrplay
title lor a second time, 1990 was the tirst, atter
winning the strokeplay last yean She went close
to detending that title, being pipped by Auck-
land's Pam Sowden, but achieved her ultimate
goal.

"l wanted to stop Loraine's dream aBd realase
mine," Brooky said.

"lt means the title stays in New Zealand
which is where it belongs."

Lambert is a class act and in beating her
Brooky proved to be a worthy champior.

T

. Wellington's Lynnette Brooky raises her arms in triumph after beating Australian Loraine
Lambqn one up in the New Zealand matchplay final at Ngamotu links yesterday.
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