
Golf promoter
admits $Lm
fraud charges

Allport left
to face
nrusic over
golf classic

THE man behind the faileti l'"le.'v

Zealand Women's Golf Classic lt'as
convicted yesterdaY of fraud
charges involving $1 million.

Frank Bur:gess, 46, unemPioYed.
of \!'eilington, pleaded guilty 1.o trvo
charg;es of fraudulently using a cklc.
Lrment and otte of f'orgery.

Serio',rs Fraud Office proscctttor
Shane \{ralsh told \Vellington Dis
tlict Court that in 1993 Btlrgess wtl:;
en-rployed as an adnritiistl'ator rvith
Sport Services Ltd, which aclnrinis
terecl the aff'airs of a group ol' sport
ing bodies resiclent in the c'erttt'ai
library building in Wellingtou.

The Wellington City Council 'uvas

the landlord, and Sport Sel'vices
held a head lease on behal{' ol'thcr
sporting bodies, PaYlng rent and
other outgoings on their behalf.
Each month the sporting bodies
would pay rent to SPort Services bY

automatic payment.
The iease exPired on JanuarY 18.

2000. In APril 1999, the cor'tncil
queried the rent arrears, antl tlie
directors of Sport Services tnet Bur
gess about the unPaid atnottnt.

Btilgess said that it urttst liltvr-'
heen a l-rank et-r'or', NIr \\hlsh saicl.

A linaucial artnlysis by tiltl Scl'
ious lirartcl O{'licc conl'irtrtcd thal
cheqttcs totaling $99,22 1 .1 7 hitd
been paitl by the sports botliers and
banked into an account in tlio naulc
of Sport Services operated by l3ttr
gess. He had paid back $37'97ti.4l3.

Burgess also nrade 1BB fatrser aP
plications for funds fronl gaming
machine trusts. The applicittiotis
purported to be on behalf of Mtil'ist
Ar.nateur Football Club, Sport Ser-
vices and the Wontelr's Golf Classic
and i'esulted in grants of' 5:)?6,990
hei'tB patti to Erit'gess.

lVIr \!'alsh said seven of tiie t'aisr:
applicatious hatl sigtiatitl'ts llui.

portitig to be from Bl-onr'vyn Little,
named in the aPPlications as the
gtrlf classic secretarY.

Ms Littie. a Hutt CitY Council
employee, lvas not on the ciassic
conrrnittee and clid not sign the ap
pilrcations.

Two applications had a support
ing document purporting to be the
mimrtes of' a n.reeting of thc cour-
niitteo olganising the classic.
Tlrree o{' the lleople named in the
rninul.es lvet'e not at such a meetirtg
aud did ttot approve the nrotions in
those miuutes.

The forger'5' charge related to a

lctter llurgess scnt to the Ne"v Ze:r-

land Comn-runity Tlust, after the
trust queried grant aPPlications
Spor:t Services had forwarded.

The letter, which PurPorted to be

signed by Burgess and Pat
O'Rourke. chairman of New Zea-
land 'tennis. said Sport Set'vices u'as
iiable for lent till Ar.igust 2000 even
+"hough the sporting bodies had
movecl. NII O'Rourke had not signed
the lettel and saitl mttch of its detail
v-,as iucorrect.

Mr Whlsh said Btrlgess aclnritted
{'aliricating the letter's troutetlts aud
signatttre lroping it uould satisly
Lirc 1.r'ust. Butgess used thc molley
lbr his own bene{'it, inclr.tding travel
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and personal expenses.
Her cortperated u'ith the Seriotts

Fraud OfTice and adrnitted the of
fcnding. Judge Patrick Mahony or
dcled pre-sentence and reparation
reports, and remanded Burgess ou

bail to NIa) 3 for st'tttertcitlg
Anotlier rnan. Sttresh DaYal, 4?,

compan.v director, of Hataitai, is fa-
cing trvo charges of fraudulently us-
ing funding aPPlications.

He has iteen remancied tn appear
ir.r Airckland District Court fbr a

deprisitions hearing todaY.


