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Lynette Brooky gave up motorbikes for
golf - and now she r's New Zealand's
newest golf champion.

LUC'KY Lynettr: Brook1,.
the 22--vear-old who
wowe,l the golling world
when sne srvung and put-

ted her uay lrom oblivion to
winning the New Zealand wom
en's matchplal goli champi.,rr-
sl-tip in Paraparaumu rccently,
says being unl'now,n was an
advantage.

It meani she rvasn't under the
\ame prrssur(' ar her .-'ompeti-
tors whc, \4'ere top women go[-
fers from rhis courtry as well as
Australia and Canada.

Looking very much the cl, air-
aut. ccnventional sportsrvo,,ran
wearing training shoes, long
pants and Bob Charles-style
shirt, Lynette says she usr.l to
rvear leather gear and ridc
around on her Kau,asaki r i0cc
motorcycle.

"l had to flag the bike away

- it wasn't the rigii: image," she
says rvith a slight hirt ol regret.

Having relinquished her rebel
status,she moved to Auckland
with "a fighting feeling. i came
fi.re to prove I could dc i'".

the title.
Her triumph rvas also a vic-

tory against the strong wind and
rain which lasheC the course,
distressins many plavcr..

And she managed to whack
those last balls the correct dis-
tanle and in rhe right direct,on.
despite a "dead arni" from
hours of holding up an
umbrella.

The fact that her win was on
home t.erritory macie it even
more special.

l-ynette play'ed at the
Paraparaumu beach eourse last
year. But u'hen she was not con-
sidered for rhe \\'eilinglon leam.
she decided to move to Auck-
iand to try her luck there.

[-vervthrng l'ell into place t, r

the ke,:ri young goller " She
joined the Grange golf club in
Papatoelre, found a good
coach as well as support, en-
coura::errent and friendship in
the Auckland goiling scene.
l-ynette c!'en met her goif
playing fiance, Ray.

But it *as her iadical change
of irnage that prompted lier ac-
ceptance into the gollir: rvorid,
says Lynette, w'ho reckons she
[ailed tt, nrake lre \\ ellingi, rr

team "becausc I was a rebel anC
rode motorbikes".

20

goli'liends.
The Brooky family r''6u14

drag a reluctant Lynette to play
an obligatory three rounds of
golf a year, but until about live
years ago she preferrcd to play
soltball, and when she rvas very
young she played rugby ior a
bo-vs' team.

Lynette first plal,ed golf at
the Titahi Bay club, where play-
ers had to dodge the sheep drop-
pings and sheep had to dodge
rhe flying golf balls.

She says her father told her
\he \vas ready to play at serious
competition level and gave her
the confidence to try her
hardest.

"l put a lot o[ time inro ir

igolt'practice). The first thing is
ihat )'ou've got to enjoy it," she
sa)'s.

While rve have all heard of
golfers returning red-faced and
fuming after a bad day of golf ,

even the best pla-vers have their
off-days. Lynettc say's slie isn'l
bel-'ond an angry outburst. But
she has not gone as far as break-
ing a golf club in two like some
male players she has seen.

She tries counselling herself
before a tricky shot by talking
to hersell... "c'mon Lynne, Iet's
clo it... think ol 1'our rhythm,

grip, stance", she mutters to the
amusemenl of onlookcrs.

Her preparation for a compe-
titlon is meticulous, too. She
spent a week playing on the
Paraparaumu course before the
championship started, and dis-
cussed with her lather and
brother how to play each hole.

During the championship,
her brother, Martin, caddied for
her, suggesting which club she
should use for each shot.

She battled through the se-
cond round cha!lenge by Cana-
dian Terrill Samuel to win on
the 37th hole. While hei oppo-
nent, acco;ding to news reports,
was visibly upset by the foul
rveather, Lynette says she tried
to play with it.

I'ew obserl'ers expected [-yn-
nette to go further than the se-
cond round match against New
Zealand representative Lisa Al-
dridge. But even fewer gave her
any chance of winning outright.

Lynette says she played the
last three holes in a trancc -
though she had earlier pictured

hersclf in her mind's eye win-
ning the matchplay goll
championship.

Her personal triumph was
also a natiolal cne - she is the
first Kiwi in six vears to win the
troph_," for New Zealand's top
women's golf competition.

Back in the golf shop at the
Titirangi golf course where she
works part-time, Lynette says
her dream is to be chosen to
reprcsent New Zealand. But she
realise" one big win is nr,rt

enough to merit this and she has
to prove herself in other
competitions.

While some corisider golf a
game for the lazy \\'hD.want to
exercise by strollirrg at a ie;-.':-'-
ly pace across pcrlcctly mani-
curcd ccrurses, Llnette says she
uill have io join a gym to get lit
enough for luturc tournaments.

"People say I could be a top
golfer," says the champ who's
on a single handicap of two. "l
believe I coulC be, too."

_ JENNIFER LITTLE
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Witli her golf-mad fanrill'
chee.rins fron the sirle.ineq-
L1 tte,te balanced 'h, p,..,.'r'e
with dcigged patien(:e, persever-
ance and concentration to take
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