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Golf

Front-runner: Struver carries a one-shot lead into today's third round of the Great North Open after recording a 65 yesterday

py ruetwg!!

WHEN Ray Charles, the great
American [rlues singer, was
asked on one occasion if there
was a downside to being blind.
he said that, off hand, he could
think of cnly one and that was
that he did not see too well.
Charles's sense of fun was. and
is, orte ol his main stocks-in-
trade, ar-rd l,esterday another
visually impaired man showecl
that he. too, could find
humour where many others
probabl"v could not.

Andy Beal lost his left eye to
cancer last f)ecembt,r but is
determined to contirrue hrs
professronal golf career and
yesterday' the Salisbur_v man,
36, had a moment to savour
when he rvon a f15,000 car for
having a hole in one in the
second round of the Great
North Open at Slaley Flall.
near Nervcastle.

Beai's six-iron tee-shol on
the 179--vard l4th hole earned

him the bonus and he was told
after his master-stroke that
the ball bounced once on the
green then dropped into tht,
hole. "l didn t see it." he said
with a smile. 'The hoie s Lrphill
and a bit blind.''

Beal goes for a mandatorl,
visual field test next week to
ensure that his sight is good
enough for driving. Asked how
many aces h.-l had had in his

Leading scores

Great Britain and lreland unless stated
136: S Struver (Ge0 71. 65 '137: D
Borrego Sor 66 71 138: P Wessels (SA/
69, 69. 139: A Oldcorn 69. 70 B Dredge
68, 7T: P Casey 70 69: J Bevan 72, 67
l4O: B Rumford (Aus) 70 70 E Bout (NZ)
71 69 14'l: \ Vdrl-ooreqem (Be.) 68 7j;
C Vurpl.y 72 69: C Baru'faro (lU 71.70 B
Ba-lar7+ 67: A Ba 1 68. 73 R lvlun-z
(Neth) 72, 69; S Littie 71, 70. 142: C
Hutcheon 74, 68 D Lynn 74, 68: l\.4

Tunn clifi 72, 70. '143: D Gi lord 73, 70, B
Davls 75, 68; G Houston 73, 70; D Edlund
tswe) /2. /- H Or-o rSAl tO 73 1441 G
f-e'sor 7 73 | Gorol.skoJl lF'1 72, /2
P Dwye / L 73 lJ \trackP, t ? 7? 72. A,

N/edn ck (Swe) 71, 73 Peter Law e 71.73
lV Ddvs 73. 71 P Lowrpr tAis) 70 74.
'145: F Anderssor {Swer 73 72 D S^ yrF

career. his sensc' of hunrour
bubbled to the surfar'e apain.
"I've had one on the Challenge
Tour and a few in friendlies."
he said. "But this is rny first
with one eye!"

Beal had another reason to
celebrate in tl.rat his level-par
72 for a 36-hole total of 146.
two over. was enough to take
him through his first cut ofthe
season. Ilowever. tre is not like-
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ly to win. berng, as he is, ten
strokes behir-rd Sven Struver.
tl.re leader.

'l'l'rt Cernran. 34, had a fine
65 to end the day on 136, eight
nnder par. which gave him a

one-stroke advantage over
Diego Borrego. the first-round
ieader, who had a 71. with
Roger Wessels. of South Afri-
, a. Lhrrd. Slrurer is plrying in
the tournament only because
Stcphanie told him to. She
gave liirth to Johan, their Iirst
son, ten weeks ago and the
baby. rnho has heen suffering
from colic, has given his proud
father only about three hours
slcqr a night lately.

" N,ly wife told me to go away
and get some sleep," Struver
said. More than 11 hours of
shut-eye on Tuesday night
clearly set him up nicely for
his assault on the tournament
- his score yesterrlay was

only one off the course record.
and that after failing to hirdie
any i.if the par-fives,

Duffy gives
rivals a

lesson to
claim share

of lead
From Patricia Davies
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CLAIRE DUFFY. who earns
her Iiving teaching at a driving
range at Newbury racecourse,
Ibund herself sharing the lead
in the women's French Open
at Le Ciolf d'Arras after a sec-
ond round of 65. seven under
par, yesterday.

Out last - all the Er.rglish
competitors had lale tee limes
so that they conld suff'er
agonies against Brazil - the
16-year-old player had six
birdies, an eagle and a solitary
bogey to join Lynnette
Brooky, of New Zealand,
Raquel Carriedo, of Spain, and
Karine Icher, of l-'rance. on
I38, six ur-rder par.

It was only Duffy's second
toumament of the season.
having missed the cut in Italy
and forgetting to enter the
Spanish Open, despite book-
ing a flight, a hotel and a car,
but she was unfazed by her
score. "l have shot nine under
par before," she said, "when I

lvon the South African PIay-
ers' Championship in 2000."

Always a stuffv competitor.
Dutty has ne\ er won in
Europe -- "l'd always have a

bleep round," she explained -and with career eamings ol
L124,862 f'rom 14 years of toil,
she turned to teaching to
make a living.

"lt's less stressful." she said.
''and I wouldn't reconsider
even if I won here, because it
would just be a flash in the
pan. I'm realistic.'

She is also relaxed. having
forgone a practice round here
in favour of a game irr the
Saint-Germain district of
Paris on Wednesday. "That's
unheard of," Duffv confessed.
"I'r,e got rid of my guilt
complex-"

Arras is not a long course
hul it dcmands position. posi-
tron and position. fhe place is
awash with ditches, lakes and
canals, the fairway's are nar-
row and the greens tricky.

Brooky, sporting a natty
black beret, took a forthright
All Black approach to a

dc'vious l2-foot par putt at the
l6th. ''l dicln't know the break,"
she said, "so I just hit it and it
lvent in."

Beal proves the ace in the pack
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