NS

Broo
on th

.vq‘ 0

New Zéalénd golf star
Lynnette Brooky aims to test:
herself against Europe’s
best, reports Martjn Davidson
of NZPA

The Australasian golﬁng play-
ground is no ser big enough to
cl'faﬂenge the, region’s leading wom-
en’s amateur player, Lynnette
Brooky. -

The 25-year-old Kiwi has set her
sights on Europe, confident she will
aequit herself at a level of competi-
tion' a cut above thﬁ ~offered in
Australasia.

Brooky has a eonﬁmmd ‘start in
the British amateur champienships
in“Gullans, - froma
20. But before that dle hopes to
pl in the British professional

ke play championships at Wo-
bum England. She is to compete ‘as
enf';mnateur-in the qualifying tourna-
ment on August 10.

She takes with her impeccable
credentials and a run of form that
have made her the dominant figure
in the Australasian amateur wom-
en’s game. In her last four major
tournaments Brooky has steam-
rolled her way to four tu;les. The

F cham-

plonshlp in June. Before that she

was the leading individual at the 12-
naﬁon C’up tourna-
ment in Perth.

That performance included a fi-
nal-round three-under-par 69 on the
Vines links — the first time par has
been bettered by a female on the
testing Western Australian course.

For good measure the stocky, de-
termined Brooky earlier walked
away w1th the Australian stroke

pla%}l

any would be eontent to rest on
their laurels, safe in the knowledge
that such a rich vein of form ‘con-
firmed their standing. Not so

I.YNNETTE BROOKY teemg oﬁ’ for European tour.

Brooky. She has an itch to test her-
self against the best competition
available.

“T've always said that providing -

iny form in New Zealand was good

enough I'd like to test myself in

Europe. I think it'll be awesome.
It’'ll be a different world,” said
Brlwky, whose rapid rise to promi-

nence in the past 12 months has .

resulted in her overtaking left-
hander Lisa Aldridge as New Zea-
land’s leading player. “It’s really an
exploration exercise, a matter - of

Many gol;fers would be
content to rest on their

1 ﬂg
orld

‘cept the good with the bad has

helped her to overcome mid-round
crises.

“Mentally I just accept things. as
they happen and get on with it. Ev-

-eryone wants to win but you can’t

allow yourself to get depressed if
‘your form is not that hot.
olf is a game in which luck has

a blg say.”

/A player could do much to help
herself, though.
. “I've always made a point-of in-
trodueing myself to the girls who
win tournaments' I'm in. I make a
point of having a chat. with them
and I'm not interested in what new
dress they happened to buy that
par 1cularsveek

.

aurels, sale inthe
kndwle‘dge that such a
rich vein of form
confirmed their
standing. Not so Lyn
Brooky. She is eager to
test herself against the
sternest competition.

Brodty has once before fronted
np agai:st the elite European wom-
~— and she fared well.

She was the exghf.h leading indi-
vidual at last year’s world amateur
teams championship in Canada
when New Zealand . confirmed its
global strength by finishing third.

A broad-shouldered, powerful

layer who enjoys good distance off
?he‘tee, Brooky believes a lot of her
success is due to a “casual” ap-
proach once she’s on the course. Ob-

servers say her mental strength s

unmatched in tye wqmen s ranks in
New Zealand.
‘Brooky bdﬁsves “her abxﬁty to ac-

How they reacted to such and such

a shot, where tbey think they won

he tournament .

. That thirst for knowledge has
hed Brooky to leave the relative
rity of Australasia for the chal-

lenge offered by Europe.

She will be comforted by the
company of her parents, Frank and
Margaret, without whose help the
trip would never have taken place.

She estimates her five-week trip will
cost about $20,000, of which $6000

e balance fror

c'ra"' axd tt
ily pocket.

Brooky. said she was grateful to
her parents for their support; she
has been unemployed for more than
two years.

“They’re. mst so supportive that
sometimes I embarrassed. 1
couldn’t hav%)achleved anything if it
hadn’t been for my parents.

“BEvery time I go out on the
course I try to prove something to
them. I like to think I thank them
by the results I produce.”

Brooky has set herself the goal of‘
top-10 finishes in Europe but said

* that should she fail to match her

aspirations the world would not end.




