
Perfect swing: overnight leader Lynnette Brooky, of New Zealand, in action yesterday Picture; ALLSPORT
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tsrooky of$to a fTying start
GOI-F

By PETER STONE
SURFERS PARADISE

Alex N,lercer's partlng u,ords to Nenr
Zealander Lyr-rnette Brookr. after
three da1,5 of intensir.e r,vork orr her
grrll sr,ring, welc: 'Co \\ilr \L,nle
trophies this yezrr."

'l hat r,r,as three 'uveeks ago, and
rvhile tlrere's nothir-rg in the cabinet
ye1, she is ofT to a fir-rr. stalt in the
$500,000 Australiar.r I.adies' Mas-
ters at Royal Pines lr,.itl-r rounds of
66 and 65, to be l3-ur.rder at tl're
half-rva1, mark and four shots clear
of Ar.nelican Kell_v Robbins. Kalrie
Webb is a further stroke beliind
after a fairly nondescript - by her
stanclard,. tlvo-t"utder 70.

Webb, r,vho is chasir-rg her fburth
consecutivo Masters title, had
sulrle e\llit{rrt-ljttar\ l,,r,re :rvittgt.
Otr tire 15th she clrove into ihe
water, and then, :rfter taking a
drop, hit a big slice. She rvas h-rcky
to finish .,vith a bogey on the
480-rnetre par five.

Mercer, the renorvnecl Sydney
coach u,ho also has charge of Steve
Elkington's swirrg, has heert r,vork-
ing n jth llli-year-old Ilrookr, sirrcr:
she u'as 16, firstlv as part of his
duties zrs New Zeeilar-rd national
amateur coach, and nriiu sirrrph
becar-tse Brooky believes rn hin'i.

''I worked on m\r gante over
Christmas at home in Wellington

r.4tAt1l

It wasn't Austr;ilia Day, but it
sure looked like it as a bunch o1'

Aussies scored rvell in the first
round at the US tour's Genuitl,
Championship here on Thurs-
dav.

Robert Allenby ireaded the
cllarge at six-under-par 66, but
sk of his coinpatiots also
broke 70 on thc Doral Resort's
Blue Monster.

Canadian N1il..e lVeir ied the
waywith a 10-rrnder 62, ahead
oi Arnericans rllen Day and
Stewalt Cink trr,t$'o strokes.

Allenby was tied for eighth,
while cornpa iriots Sttrart
Appleby, Greg Chalmers and

Paul Gow carded 67. N,Iathew
Goggin and Steve Elkington
were equal 25th on 68, Stephen
Allirn shot 69 and Ben
Ferguson 70.

Greg Norman remained
home after contracting a fever.
I\.- DUBAI Richard Green
rnor,ed to r,tithin three strokes
ot'I-iger Woods and Denmark's

LEADERBOARD
Ladies Masters at the par 72
Royal Pines Resort course:
(Austrolion unless stoted)

- I 3 Lynnette Brooky (NZ) 66 55

-9 Kelly Robbins (US) 58 67
-7 K.arrie Webb 67 70 t

-6 Corinne Dibnah 68 70.
Diane Barnard (England) 65 73

-5 Fiona Pil<e 70 69. Rachel Teske 7l
68.Alison Munt 70 59
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Australians on pace

ilARCH

Thomas Bjorn on the
dal' of the Dubai
Classic.

Woods and Bjorn finished
nith rounds of eight-under-
par 64 and two strokes ahead
of lreland's Padraig Harring-
ton and Spain's fose Manuel
Lara. Queenslander Peter
Senior shot a 69. -AAP

har,ing fun?" As it turned out, Lunn
hacl a lvhole lot of lun herself later
in the afternoon- Lunn, with
rounds of 69 and 71, retired to the
casir.io unrl rvon $250 plaving poker
rvirh lB-t,car old Lee 1)icker, son of
irrrner .{trstnrlilrn totrring pro-
lessional llay I)icker, r,vho, like
l.unn, r:orles fi-on-r (lor,r,rn.

Alter the r,vin, she hancled $100 to
yotrng Picker, saying, "Do rvhat you
can and we'll go halr,es". He
promptlY dter.t a royal flush (in
hearts) to pick up a $90,000 jack-
pot.

Laula Davies missed her first cut
in the \,Iasters, follon,ing rotrncls of
77 and 76.

[-'or Llre past couple of years
I3rook1, has been trying 1o organisc:
her o\{n r,r,,clntc:n's professional
tournament in trer honie ciqr of
\\te1lington, ancl she thought she'd
s,,rccecrlccl only to see it coliapse
lust before Christmas follor,ving a

opening
Desert

think he'll be quit.-. happy.' I hit
balls for three days, and he was just
quite amazed. He told me I rvas
readv," she said.

\Arlrat really stunned her u,as that
Mercer told her shc had one of the
most consistent:wings in goll
other tllan that of Elkington, whose
sr,r'ing is regarded as just abor,rt the
purest of tirtm all.

\\:1'ren Brookr- c0.nes to Sl.dney
she stavs uith \lercer and hii lrrife,
Shirley. After mori :ng p126 ics 6 r

bets at the TAB belore heading
home to watch tl-re races. "It's just
a rvonderful life, a privilege to
spend social time with him be-
cause you get to know the innel self
ofrvhat a golfer is," she said.

Yesterday, Brooky was clearly
enl'o},ing herself on the Royal Pines
layout along her way to seven
under 65. She hit a five iron to the
elghth to set up one of seven
birdles ol tl-re ciat', and her plar,ing
Ja:It-- \LrJi II t-. ;-marxed]
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