THE SOCIAL SPINE

Our project presents a comprehensive
approach to address spatial inequality and
housing access in Cape Town. The proj-
ect is located within the city centre, where
proximity to transport, employment, and
essential services offers a critical opportu-
nity to rethink urban living. As the demand
for well-located, affordable housing contin-
ues to grow, existing models often exclude
diverse households and fail to support
everyday life.

By designing a flexible modular system, our goal
is to propose a scalable framework capable of ac-
commodating different household types, econom-
ic conditions, and population changes over time.

The project integrates social and market-related
housing within a unified spatial system, ensuring
equal access to light, air, and shared amenities.
Through this approach, the proposal remains
adaptable to the dynamic realities of Cape Town
while supporting inclusive urban life.

STEP 1: WHAT IS DIGNIFIED MICRO LIVING?

Every home must answer all fundamental
needs of a human. Suburban housing has
long provided a framework for everyday life
where streets, and shared spaces allow
neighbors to interact. However, this model
is often located far from the city, placing
daily life at a distance from opportunity.

Long commutes, and time lost define the
experience of living at the urban periphery.
Bringing people closer to the city requires
a different approach—one that increases

density while maintaining affordability. Micro-hous-
ing offers a viable solution, enabling efficient use
of limited urban land. Yet, many compact housing
models fail to support essential aspects of living,
reducing space to the minimum and isolating resi-
dents through purely functional circulation.

This project reconsiders density through the reviv-
al of in-between spaces. Instead of treating circu-
lation as residual, it becomes a spatial framework
for interaction, visibility and collective life.
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STEP 2: EFFICIENCY & AFFORDABILITY

The residential modules are three types.
First, is the S Module, suitable for one
person. The unit is 32 square meters and
includes a private outdoor space. Second, is
the L Module, suitable for one or two people.

the main structure of
each block

S Modules & terraces
arrangement.
Badnoom Living Room

Witches
T Bathroom

Adding the X5 Modules

Creating private
terraces by mirroring
next floor's plan

plugged into the
corner spots, and XS
modules can be
plugged into middle
spots

Super Core System for

Expansion of the block:
S and L Modules can be

The unit is 64 square meters and includes a pri-
vate outdoor space. Third, is the XS Module. It is
very similar to the S Module but the XS Module
doesn’t have a private outdoor space.

The core shapes the
Circulation Core of the
block (Elevator and
Stairs)
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L Modules arrangement.

Adding the X5 Modules

Creating private
terraces by mirroring
next floor's plan

Possible Future
Expansion: XL and XXL
Modules can be
designed for possible
future adaptations

XL:64m’ XXL:92m'

Connection of blocks for forming a larger block

Additional S/XS Modules can be plugged into
block modules and the bridges are supporting
braces between the two cores

STEP 3: COMBINING STEP1 & 2

Once the cores have been fully
equipped with the maximum
number of modules, eliminating
15% of these modules would

result in a notable increase

in available space, allowing
for the creation of micro
scale social interaction
spaces referred to as the
SERENDIPITY spaces.
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SUSTAINABILITY STRATEGIES

The proposal is demonstrated on the Parliament
Parking site, where the system aggregates into six
interconnected towers responding to the site’s scale
and geometry.

Conceived as a flexible modular system, the design
can adapt to different site sizes, configurations, and

height constraints. Modules and cores can be recon-

figured to accommodate varying urban conditions,
allowing the system to operate across multiple sites.

This approach enables a repeatable yet adaptable
model for inclusionary housing across all sites.
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The project integrates sustainable strategies through a
modular timber construction system that reduces waste,
energy use, and carbon emissions while supporting a
circular economy.

Environmental performance is enhanced through rainwater
collection, solar energy generation, and green spaces
distributed throughout the building. These strategies
contribute to a resilient and resource-efficient housing
model. At the same time, biophilic design and shared
spaces support physical and mental well-being, fostering
inclusive, healthy, and cohesive communities.
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