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Society for Emerging Theologians (SET)
[bookmark: foundational-charter]Foundational Charter

[bookmark: i.-identity-and-purpose]I. Identity and Purpose
[bookmark: name]Name
The Society for Emerging Theologians (SET).
[bookmark: institutional-status]Institutional Status
The Society for Emerging Theologians (SET) is a program of the Warren Theological Foundation, a Texas nonprofit corporation. SET is not an independent legal entity. All chapters operate under the authority, mission, and oversight of the Warren Theological Foundation.
[bookmark: nature-of-the-society]Nature of the Society
SET is a formative theological society dedicated to the early development of theologians. It exists to cultivate scholarly habits, intellectual community, and vocational discernment among students and early-stage scholars who sense a calling toward academic theology, theological scholarship, or intellectually rigorous ministry.
SET is neither a general-interest religious club nor a devotional fellowship. It is a disciplined, mentored environment oriented toward theological study, writing, and dialogue.

[bookmark: ii.-mission-statement]II. Mission Statement
The mission of the Society for Emerging Theologians is to shape the future of religious studies by forming emerging theologians through rigorous scholarship, communal practice, and mentorship across church and academy.

[bookmark: iii.-vision]III. Vision
SET envisions a future in which theologians are formed early—before the divide between church and academy hardens—through sustained participation in communities that value intellectual rigor, ecclesial responsibility, and charitable scholarly engagement.
SET seeks to: - Normalize serious theological writing and presentation at the undergraduate and early graduate levels - Foster communities where professors, pastors, and students engage theology together - Prepare participants for advanced theological study, publication, and leadership - Contribute to the renewal of theological culture within both church and academy

[bookmark: iv.-core-commitments]IV. Core Commitments
All SET chapters and participants affirm the following commitments:
1. Scholarly Rigor
Theology is pursued with intellectual seriousness, methodological clarity, and respect for disciplinary standards.
1. Communal Formation
Theological formation occurs in community through dialogue, critique, and shared practice rather than in isolation.
1. Charitable Discourse
Disagreement is conducted with humility, generosity, and attentiveness to argument rather than ideology.
1. Church–Academy Integration
Theology is accountable both to the life of the church and to the standards of academic scholarship.
1. Vocational Discernment
SET exists to help participants discern their theological vocations, whether academic, ministerial, or otherwise.

[bookmark: v.-participants]V. Participants
[bookmark: eligibility]Eligibility
SET is open to: - Undergraduate students with serious interest in theology or religious studies - Seminary students in early stages of formation - Graduate students exploring academic trajectories
Participation is by interest and commitment, not by prior achievement.
[bookmark: expectations]Expectations
Participants are expected to: - Engage respectfully in theological discussion - Submit written work for critique when presenting - Offer thoughtful feedback to peers - Uphold academic integrity and honesty
SET is a learning environment; unfinished work is expected and welcomed.

[bookmark: vi.-chapter-structure]VI. Chapter Structure
[bookmark: chapter-affiliation]Chapter Affiliation
Each SET chapter operates under a formal charter granted by the Warren Theological Foundation. Chapters may exist on college campuses, seminaries, or in approved para-campus contexts.
[bookmark: required-leadership]Required Leadership
Each chapter must include: - A Student Director responsible for coordination and communication - A Faculty Advisor drawn from the academy - An Ecclesial Advisor drawn from pastoral or ministry leadership - A Foundation Liaison appointed or approved by the Warren Theological Foundation
[bookmark: oversight]Oversight
Chapters are accountable to the Foundation through periodic reporting and ongoing communication. The Foundation reserves the right to revoke or suspend a chapter charter if mission alignment or standards are compromised.

[bookmark: vii.-meetings-and-scholarly-practice]VII. Meetings and Scholarly Practice
[bookmark: meeting-purpose]Meeting Purpose
SET meetings are structured theological colloquia designed to cultivate habits of scholarly writing, oral presentation, and constructive critique.
[bookmark: standard-practice]Standard Practice
· Student papers of limited length are presented orally
· Respondents offer prepared feedback
· Discussion is moderated and focused on clarity, argumentation, and method
The goal is formative excellence, not competition or performance.

[bookmark: X5a4bf5add9ad204db81608cfdabfc51b3d0fb77]VIII. Relationship to the Warren Theological Foundation
SET exists as a formative arm of the Warren Theological Foundation and supports the Foundation’s broader mission of empowering theologians and bridging church and academy.
SET chapters may serve as pipelines for: - Publication opportunities - Editorial mentorship - Conferences and symposia - Long-term involvement with the Foundation’s scholarly initiatives

[bookmark: ix.-intellectual-and-theological-posture]IX. Intellectual and Theological Posture
SET does not require adherence to a single confessional tradition or theological school. It is intentionally broad, while remaining serious, ecclesially aware, and academically responsible.
Participants are expected to engage theological traditions with accuracy, charity, and critical awareness.

[bookmark: x.-amendments]X. Amendments
This Charter may be amended by the Warren Theological Foundation as needed to preserve mission integrity, institutional clarity, and long-term sustainability.

Adopted by the Warren Theological Foundation on January 22, 2026
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