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Snow Mountain Declaration
Boundaries and Coexistence

A Youth Field Initiative from the Foot of Mount Gongga
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ll. Introduction: Why We Came to the Snow Mountain

Beneath the towering Gongga Peaks lies Jiagenba, the ancestral homeland of the Muya
people, a complete living landscape where alpine pastures, river valleys, sacred mountains and
indigenous beliefs coexist as one. As a youth field research team, we traveled across the divide
between cities and highlands to step onto this land above 3,200 meters above sea level. We
trekked across grasslands, listened deeply to local residents, and documented profound shifts
unfolding in this era.

We have witnessed firsthand how climate change destabilizes fragile alpine meadows.
Unregulated mining damages topsoil and native seed banks, triggering soil erosion and
shrinking wildlife habitats. Mass tourism and internet-driven sightseeing pour into this remote
land. Homogenized "internet-famous"” development consumes grassland resources. Many
visitors, lacking local knowledge, unwittingly trample prayer flags, disturb sacred rituals, or even
intervene in plateau ecological cycles, for instance by driving away vultures that serve the
irreplaceable scavenging function of nature.

Modernization, digital media and all-for-one tourism are reshaping the cultural world of Muya
Tibetans. Living Buddhas, artisans, elder villagers and young herders all embrace openness
and development, yet they hold differentiated boundaries of cultural preservation and varying
tolerance for social transformation. Local communities seek to translate sacred symbols such
as thangkas, Buddha statues and prayer flags into economic gains to improve livelihoods and
sustain cultural heritage. Nevertheless, sharp dilemmas persist: will commercialization erode
spiritual essence? Can creative cultural products avoid distorting original symbolic meanings?
How to distinguish tourist-friendly zones from sacred spaces that ought to remain undisturbed?

Meanwhile, age-old indigenous ecological wisdom concerning alpine plants, rotational grazing
and reverence for all living beings is fading across generations. Visible cultural heritage such as
ancient blockhouses, costumes and thangka art are well-preserved as intangible cultural
heritage. However, medicinal and symbolic knowledge of numerous high-altitude plants
survives mostly among the elder generation, and younger locals are gradually losing this
time-tested wisdom of human-land co-existence.

Ecological conservation, pastoral livelihoods and Muya culture are never separate spheres.
Over-restriction on development squeezes herders' survival space; reckless pursuit of profit
devastates plateau ecology; development stripped of cultural roots widens estrangement
between outsiders and indigenous communities. Treating culture merely as performance
ignores tiered cultural boundaries held by diverse local groups and risks spiritual erosion.
Beneath the snow peaks, layered tensions unfold: the tug between protection and subsistence,
misalignment between external perspectives and indigenous faith, disconnection between
modern growth and traditional wisdom, and the trade-off between economic profit and spiritual

0000 O OnePlanetUnity 0 O 30



integrity in the commercial use of cultural symbols.

Thus, we launch this field initiative as young people, rooted in local communities. We
interviewed living Buddhas and their stewards, thangka-sculpture artisans, elder villagers,
16-20-year-old herder-youths, homestay operators and local entrepreneurs. We untangle the
real dilemmas of highland pastoral areas through three lenses: ecology, economy and
humanity. We sorted out the boundaries governing human coexistence with land, wildlife and
culture. This Snow Mountain Declaration is not written by distant onlookers, but shaped by our
reflections from field experience. We propose actionable paths for harmonious, sustainable
co-existence, presenting observations, introspections and commitments from today's youth for
the pastoral lands at the foot of Gongga.
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