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1. Submission and Acknowledgement
All submissions must be made in accordance with the conference submission guidelines. Submissions will be acknowledged within a reasonable timeframe following receipt.

2. Review Process
All submissions to ACOEDI 2026 will undergo a structured and rigorous review process to ensure quality, relevance, and alignment with the conference objectives.

Submissions will first be screened by the Scientific and Technical Committee to assess alignment with conference themes, scope, quality, and originality. This initial screening ensures that only submissions meeting the required standards proceed to full review.

Academic research papers will be subjected to a double-blind peer review process, involving independent reviewers with appropriate subject expertise. Non-academic submissions, including industry innovations, policy contributions, and development practice cases, will undergo a technical and relevance-based review, focusing on innovation, practical applicability, and implementation value.

Feedback will be provided to authors within defined timelines, and the conference aims to complete the review process efficiently to allow adequate time for revisions and preparation.
Final acceptance will be based on the overall quality of the submission, its contribution to economic development and innovation practice, and its relevance to the development of the:
African Economic Development & Innovation Atlas 2026 – The Practitioner’s Annual Implementation Framework

3. Review Timelines
The review process will be conducted within structured timelines to ensure efficiency and quality:
· Acknowledgement of submission: within 48 hours 
· Stage 1 (Abstract/Concept screening): 2–3 weeks 
· Stage 2 (Full submission review): 6–8 weeks 
· Final decision and feedback: communicated promptly after review 

These timelines are indicative and may be adjusted based on submission volumes.

4. Evaluation Criteria
All submissions will be assessed against the following criteria:
· Relevance to conference themes and tracks 
· Originality and innovation 
· Methodological rigour (for academic papers) 
· Practical applicability and implementation value 
· Contribution to economic development and innovation 
· Alignment with the African Economic Development & Innovation Atlas 2026 

5. Role of the Scientific and Technical Committee
The Scientific and Technical Committee is responsible for:
· Screening and coordinating the review of all submissions 
· Ensuring consistency, fairness, and quality in the review process 
· Assigning reviewers and validating review outcomes 
· Ensuring that all accepted contributions meaningfully inform the conference outputs 

6. Manuscript and Submission Requirements
Authors are required to prepare submissions in accordance with the conference guidelines. Submissions that do not comply with the required format may be declined at an early stage.

General requirements include:
· Submissions must be in MS Word (Doc/Docx) or approved presentation format 
· Title page must include author(s), affiliation, and contact details 
· For blind review, author details must not appear in the main manuscript 
· Abstracts must be concise and clearly communicate the significance of the work 
· Submissions must be written in clear and professional English 
· Consistent formatting and structure must be maintained 

Academic papers should follow a structured format, including:
· Introduction 
· Literature review 
· Methodology 
· Results and discussion 
· Conclusion and recommendations 
· References 

Tables, figures, and equations must be clearly presented and appropriately referenced.

7. Referencing and Formatting
· Referencing style: APA (latest edition) 
· All sources must be properly cited and listed in the reference section 
· Consistency in formatting is required across the manuscript 

8. Open Access and Publication
Conference outputs, including selected papers and contributions, may be published in conference proceedings or related publications.
Where applicable, content will be made accessible to support knowledge dissemination and practical application.

9. Copyright and Author Responsibility
Authors must confirm that:
· The submission is original and has not been previously published 
· The work is not under consideration elsewhere 
· All sources are properly acknowledged 
Authors may be required to sign a publication or permission agreement. Responsibility for the accuracy and integrity of the content rests with the author(s).

10. Publication Ethics
Authors are expected to adhere to the highest standards of academic and professional integrity.

Submissions must be original and properly referenced. All forms of plagiarism, including verbatim copying, paraphrasing without attribution, and self-plagiarism, are strictly prohibited.

11. Editorial Responsibility and Decision-Making
The Conference Scientific and Technical Committee is responsible for determining which submissions are accepted.

Decisions are based on reviewer feedback, evaluation criteria, and alignment with conference objectives. The Committee may consult reviewers and other experts where necessary.

12. Fairness and Confidentiality
All submissions will be evaluated solely on intellectual merit, without regard to race, gender, institutional affiliation, or other non-academic factors.

The review process is confidential. Information relating to submissions will not be disclosed beyond those directly involved in the review and decision-making process.

13. Enquiries
For all submission-related enquiries, please contact:
conference@ifedi.org or theifedi@gmail.com | 065 924 3925
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