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The table below illustrates how the non‑written submission formats identified in the submission guidelines can be applied across Tracks 1–5. For each track, an example outline is provided for a slide‑based presentation (10–15 slides), a poster presentation, an innovation/technology demonstration, and a venture pitch or concept presentation. These are illustrative only and are designed to show the level of detail and structure expected for ACOEDI submissions.

Track 1 – Academic Research Papers
Slide‑based presentation example
Title: Evaluating the Impact of Solar Microgrids on Rural SMEs in Limpopo.
	Slide
	Content

	1. Title & authors
	Title of the study, names of researchers, affiliations and logos.

	2. Background and problem
	Briefly describe the energy challenges facing rural SMEs and why microgrids are relevant. Include one graphic (e.g., map showing locations).

	3. Research questions & objectives
	List the main research questions and objectives; use bullet points.

	4. Literature review summary
	Summarise key findings from prior studies (2–3 bullet points) and highlight the knowledge gap.

	5. Methodology
	Describe the research design, sample size, data collection methods (e.g., surveys, interviews) and analytical techniques. A simple diagram may illustrate the research process.

	6. Results – economic outcomes
	Present key quantitative findings (e.g., cost savings, productivity gains) using charts or tables.

	7. Results – social outcomes
	Summarise non‑economic impacts (e.g., improved quality of life) using icons or infographics.

	8. Discussion
	Interpret the results, linking back to research questions and existing literature.

	9. Contribution to economic development
	Explain how the findings support local economic development and policy implications.

	10. Limitations & future research
	List study limitations and suggest areas for further research.

	11. Conclusion & recommendations
	Summarise the key messages and provide clear recommendations for practitioners and policymakers.

	12. Acknowledgements
	Recognise funders, partners, and participants.

	13. Contact information
	Provide contact details and invite questions.


Poster presentation example
Title: Evaluating the Impact of Solar Microgrids on Rural SMEs.
· Problem statement: A succinct description of energy access challenges faced by rural businesses. 
· Objectives & methodology: Use an infographic to show the research questions and methods (e.g., icons representing surveys and interviews). Keep text minimal and emphasise visuals. 
· Key findings: Present 2–3 main results using charts or diagrams (e.g., bar chart showing productivity improvement and pie chart showing cost savings). 
· Contribution to LED: Explain how microgrids support local economic development, entrepreneurship and job creation. Use call‑out boxes or icons. 
· Takeaway messages: List concise recommendations for policymakers and practitioners. 
· Author & contact: Include author names, affiliations and a QR code or link for further information. 
Innovation/technology demonstration example
Although Track 1 emphasises scholarly outputs, researchers could still showcase data collection tools or analysis software. For example, a demonstration of an open‑source data collection app developed for the study:
1. Introduction: Explain why existing tools were inadequate and the need for a bespoke app. 
2. Features: Live demonstration of the app’s interface, offline data capture, geotagging and real‑time syncing to a central database. 
3. Benefits: Highlight improved data quality, speed and cost savings in research projects. 
4. Audience interaction: Invite attendees to test the app on tablets or smartphones at a stand. 
5. Relevance: Link the tool to capacity building for researchers and policymakers in data‑sparse regions. 

Venture pitch or concept presentation example
While Track 1 submissions are academic, researchers may spin off their findings into a social enterprise. A venture pitch could describe a spin‑out company that builds and operates solar microgrids for SMEs:
1. Problem & opportunity: Describe unreliable grid power for SMEs and the economic cost. 
2. Solution: Present a microgrid-as-a-service model using solar and battery technology. 
3. Target market: Identify rural business clusters and quantify potential customer base. 
4. Business model: Explain revenue streams (subscription fees, pay‑as‑you‑go) and financing mechanisms. 
5. Traction & validation: Summarise pilot results from the research project, including customer feedback and financial performance. 
6. Team: Highlight researchers, engineers and business developers involved in the venture. 
7. Ask: Specify funding needs, partnerships or policy support sought. 

Track 2 – Industry Innovation Showcases
Slide‑based presentation example
Title: AgroFrost – Solar‑Powered Cold Chain Solution for Smallholder Farmers.
	Slide
	Content

	1. Title & presenters
	Name of innovation (AgroFrost), company logo, presenters.

	2. Problem & market insight
	Show the high post‑harvest losses in perishable goods due to lack of cold storage; include statistics and images of spoiled produce.

	3. Innovation overview
	Introduce AgroFrost: a modular, solar‑powered cold room that can be installed at village collection points. Use a photo or schematic diagram.

	4. How it works
	Break down the system: solar panels, refrigeration unit, battery storage, and IoT monitoring. Include a simple diagram.

	5. Implementation & pilot sites
	Map of pilot sites (e.g., Limpopo, Northern Cape) and photos of the units in use.

	6. Economic benefits
	Present metrics such as reduction in post‑harvest losses, increased farmer incomes and pay‑back period.

	7. Scalability & replicability
	Show manufacturing modularity, ease of deployment and potential for replication across Africa.

	8. Business model
	Explain revenue streams (rental fees, sale of cold storage units) and partnerships with cooperatives.

	9. Competitive advantage
	Compare with diesel generators and emphasise environmental benefits and cost savings.

	10. Impact & SDGs
	Link to relevant Sustainable Development Goals and local economic development outcomes.

	11. Next steps & call to action
	Summarise the roadmap (e.g., raising investment, expanding to new regions) and invite collaboration.


Poster presentation example
Title: AgroFrost – Sustainable Cold Chain for Smallholder Farmers.
· Problem & context: Use infographics and icons to depict post‑harvest losses and energy challenges. Keep text concise. 
· Innovation description: A large visual of the cold room system; annotate key components (solar panels, refrigeration, insulation) using call‑outs. 
· Benefits: Present key metrics (e.g., 40 % reduction in spoilage, 20 % increase in farmer income) in bold fonts or charts. 
· Business model: Summarise revenue streams and partnerships in a small box. 
· Impact & SDGs: Use icons representing SDGs (e.g., zero hunger, affordable clean energy) and a map showing pilot locations. 
· Contact & next steps: Provide contact details and highlight opportunities for partners or investors. 
Innovation/technology demonstration example
AgroFrost Live Demo
1. Setup: Install a scaled‑down cold room at the conference venue or display a video walkthrough of a site. Use a transparent panel to show the refrigeration components. 
2. Walkthrough: Demonstrate how produce is loaded, how temperature is monitored via an app and how the solar‑battery system maintains cooling. 
3. Data dashboard: Show real‑time temperature and battery status on a screen; simulate alerts for maintenance. 
4. Customer testimonial: Play a short video of farmers describing improved incomes and reduced waste. 
5. Interactive Q&A: Allow attendees to inspect the unit, ask technical questions and discuss partnership opportunities. 
Venture pitch or concept presentation example
Pitch Deck for AgroFrost, a Solar‑Powered Cold Chain Start‑up
1. Problem & opportunity: Quantify the value of food lost post‑harvest and the market size for cold storage in Africa. 
2. Solution: Describe the AgroFrost product and value proposition. 
3. Business model: Outline revenue streams, pricing and cost structure. 
4. Market strategy: Identify target segments (cooperatives, wholesalers, agri‑processors) and distribution channels. 
5. Competitive landscape: Compare with existing solutions (diesel generators, ice blocks) and highlight advantages. 
6. Traction: Summarise pilot results, revenues and customer testimonials. 
7. Financial projections: Present 3–year revenue forecasts and funding requirements. 
8. Team: Introduce the founders and key advisors. 
9. Impact & sustainability: Emphasise alignment with SDGs and local economic development. 
10. Investment ask: Specify capital required, intended use of funds and partnership opportunities. 

Track 3 – Policy and Governance Innovations
Slide‑based presentation example
Title: Decentralised LED Fund – A Policy Framework for Strengthening Local Economies.
	Slide
	Content

	1. Title & presenters
	Name of policy framework, institution and presenters.

	2. Policy problem
	Describe unequal economic growth across districts and limited local financing for SMEs; show a map or statistics.

	3. Objectives of the framework
	List the aims (e.g., empower municipalities, crowd‑in private capital, ensure accountability).

	4. Policy gap analysis
	Summarise shortcomings in current fiscal arrangements and LED funding mechanisms.

	5. Proposed decentralised fund design
	Use a diagram to show fund governance structure, flows of funds and roles of national and local bodies.

	6. Eligibility and allocation criteria
	Outline criteria for municipalities and projects; visualise the scoring system.

	7. Implementation roadmap
	Present phases (pilot, rollout, evaluation) and key activities.

	8. Stakeholder roles
	Identify roles of government, private sector, civil society and donors; use icons or a matrix.

	9. Expected outcomes
	Discuss economic impacts (job creation, SME growth), improved service delivery and fiscal sustainability.

	10. Risks & mitigation
	List key risks (e.g., political capture, misuse of funds) and mitigation strategies.

	11. Conclusion & call to action
	Summarise benefits and propose next steps (policy adoption, stakeholder consultations).


Poster presentation example
Title: Decentralised LED Fund Policy Framework.
· Policy challenge: Use a graphic to depict centralised funding bottlenecks and limited SME support. 
· Framework design: Show the proposed fund’s architecture using a clear diagram; highlight how funds flow from national government to local projects. 
· Eligibility & criteria: Present criteria in a concise table or infographic. 
· Expected outcomes: Use icons or charts to communicate anticipated economic and social impacts. 
· Stakeholder map: Visualise roles of government, private sector, community organisations and development partners. 
· Key recommendations: Summarise essential policy actions and legislative changes. 
· Contact: Provide names of authors and institutional logos. 
Innovation/technology demonstration example
Policy Modelling Tool Demo
1. Purpose: Introduce an open‑source web‑based tool that allows policymakers to simulate the fiscal and economic impacts of various LED funding schemes. 
2. Features: Demonstrate adjustable parameters (e.g., fund size, allocation formulas) and how results (e.g., GDP growth, job creation) change. 
3. Interactive scenario planning: Allow attendees to modify parameters on a tablet and observe real‑time outputs. 
4. Use case: Show how the tool was used in a pilot region to support evidence‑based policy decisions. 
5. Advantages: Highlight transparency, replicability and training opportunities for municipal officials. 
Venture pitch or concept presentation example
Although Track 3 is policy‑oriented, a concept presentation could focus on launching a Public Policy Innovation Lab:
1. Problem: Limited capacity for data‑driven policy design in municipalities. 
2. Solution: Establish a local policy lab that provides technical support, data analysis and participatory co‑design services. 
3. Services: Describe offerings such as training, modelling tools, stakeholder engagement facilitation and policy prototyping. 
4. Impact: Explain how better policies will improve service delivery and economic outcomes. 
5. Partnerships: Identify potential partners (universities, think tanks, donors) and sources of funding. 
6. Operating model: Outline governance structure, staffing and revenue streams (e.g., service contracts, grants). 
7. Next steps: Define pilot phase and call for collaborators. 

Track 4 – Development Practice Cases
Slide‑based presentation example
Title: Community Microgrid Project – A Case Study of Off‑Grid Electrification in Tzaneen.
	Slide
	Content

	1. Title & presenters
	Name of the project, implementing organisation(s).

	2. Context & rationale
	Describe the community (size, geography), lack of grid power and rationale for a microgrid. Include a map and photographs.

	3. Project design
	Outline technical specifications (solar panels, battery capacity), financing model and community engagement.

	4. Implementation process
	Use a timeline to show key milestones (planning, installation, training).

	5. Results – quantitative
	Present data on electricity delivered, businesses powered, and household energy consumption.

	6. Results – qualitative
	Include testimonies from beneficiaries and changes in livelihoods (e.g., extended business hours, improved education).

	7. Challenges & mitigation
	Discuss technical issues (maintenance, theft), financial sustainability and governance challenges; highlight mitigation strategies.

	8. Lessons learned
	Summarise what worked, what didn’t and why.

	9. Replicability & scaling
	Discuss conditions required for replication and scalability; outline partnerships and funding needed.

	10. Conclusion & recommendations
	Provide recommendations for practitioners, donors and policymakers.


Poster presentation example
Title: Community Microgrid – Lessons from Tzaneen.
· Context & problem: Use visuals to depict the community and lack of electricity. 
· Project overview: Show photos of the microgrid, a diagram of the system and key statistics (capacity, households served). 
· Outcomes: Use charts to represent increases in business revenues and improvements in household welfare. 
· Challenges & lessons: Present a concise list of challenges encountered and what was learned, using icons or call‑outs. 
· Replication: Map potential replication sites and summarise enabling factors (community engagement, financing, technical support). 
· Contact: Provide information for the implementing organisation and partners. 
Innovation/technology demonstration example
Microgrid Monitoring Platform Demo
1. Overview: Show a web‑based platform that monitors the performance of microgrids (energy generation, consumption, battery status). 
2. Live data feed: Connect to an operational microgrid and display real‑time data on a dashboard. 
3. Alerts & analytics: Demonstrate how the system sends alerts for maintenance and analyses long‑term usage patterns. 
4. User interface: Provide tablets for attendees to explore the dashboard, view historical data and generate reports. 
5. Implications: Discuss how such monitoring tools improve maintenance, transparency and investor confidence. 
Venture pitch or concept presentation example
Pitch for Community Microgrid Replicator
1. Problem & demand: Present unmet demand for reliable electricity in off‑grid communities and the limitations of central grid expansion. 
2. Solution: Offer a turnkey microgrid installation and management service that includes financing, community training and ongoing maintenance. 
3. Market opportunity: Quantify the number of potential communities and estimated revenue. 
4. Business model: Explain revenue streams (electricity tariffs, service fees) and partnerships with impact investors and local governments. 
5. Traction & proof: Highlight successful pilot in Tzaneen and measurable outcomes (revenues, customer satisfaction). 
6. Impact: Emphasise socio‑economic benefits (job creation, improved education, reduced diesel use). 
7. Team & partners: Introduce the team and strategic partners. 
8. Funding & next steps: Specify the required investment to scale and timeline for expansion. 

Track 5 – Venture, Grassroots & Indigenous Innovations
Slide‑based presentation example
Title: E‑Kraal: Digital Livestock Management for Smallholder Farmers.
	Slide
	Content

	1. Title & presenters
	Name of the venture (E‑Kraal), logos, names of founders.

	2. Problem & context
	Describe challenges facing smallholder livestock farmers (tracking, disease management, market access). Use images and data.

	3. Solution overview
	Present E‑Kraal: a low‑cost sensor device attached to cattle that tracks location and health indicators; paired with a mobile app.

	4. How it works
	Explain the technology: IoT sensors, GSM connectivity, cloud analytics and user‑friendly app interface.

	5. Value proposition
	Highlight benefits (reduced livestock theft, early disease detection, better market prices) using icons and brief text.

	6. Business model
	Describe revenue streams (device sales, subscription fees, data services) and cost structure.

	7. Target market & scaling strategy
	Quantify the number of smallholder farmers, starting regions and expansion plans.

	8. Traction & validation
	Share pilot results (number of animals tagged, reduction in losses, customer testimonials).

	9. Competitive landscape
	Compare with traditional ear tags and high‑end systems; emphasise affordability and local adaptation.

	10. Impact & sustainability
	Connect to economic empowerment of farmers, improved food security and environmental benefits.

	11. Ask & roadmap
	Outline funding needs, partnership opportunities and timeline for scaling.


Poster presentation example
Title: E‑Kraal: Empowering Smallholder Livestock Farmers Through IoT.
· Problem & context: Use visuals to show livestock theft rates and lack of herd monitoring. 
· Solution: Depict the sensor device and app interface; annotate features (GPS tracking, health monitoring, market alerts). 
· Benefits: Present numbers (e.g., 30 % reduction in theft, 15 % higher sale prices) using icons or charts. 
· Business model: Summarise pricing and services in a small box or graphic. 
· Impact: Use SDG icons to illustrate contributions to poverty reduction and sustainable agriculture. 
· Contact & call to action: Provide contact details and invite farmers or partners to join pilots. 
Innovation/technology demonstration example
E‑Kraal Device Demo
1. Hardware showcase: Display the sensor device with a dismantled view to show components; allow attendees to hold and examine it. 
2. App demonstration: Run a live simulation where a cow’s movements and vital signs are tracked on the app; show how alerts are generated. 
3. Data analytics: Present a dashboard with historical data on livestock health and location; demonstrate how farmers can use insights to make decisions. 
4. User experience: Invite a smallholder farmer or extension officer to describe how they use the system. 
5. Feedback & sign‑up: Provide a sign‑up sheet or QR code for farmers interested in joining the pilot. 


Venture pitch or concept presentation example
Pitch Deck for E‑Kraal
1. Problem statement: Poor herd monitoring leads to high livestock theft, disease outbreaks and low market access for smallholder farmers. 
2. Solution: A locally manufactured IoT device and mobile app that monitors livestock health and location in real time. 
3. Market size: Estimate the number of smallholder cattle in target regions and the market potential for devices and services. 
4. Business model: Detail revenue streams from device sales, subscription fees and data services for insurers and veterinary firms. 
5. Traction & validation: Present results from pilots (number of devices sold, impact metrics), partnerships with farmer associations and early revenues. 
6. Competitive advantage: Highlight local manufacturing (lower cost), offline capability and culturally appropriate user interface. 
7. Team: Introduce founders (agricultural engineer, software developer, business strategist) and advisors. 
8. Financial projections: Provide three‑year revenue and expense projections, unit economics and break‑even analysis. 
9. Impact & sustainability: Explain how E‑Kraal contributes to poverty reduction, food security and environmental sustainability. 
10. Funding request: Specify the amount of capital sought, use of funds and exit opportunities for investors.
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