ANNEXURE B: ACOEDI Submission Guidelines 2026
African Conference on Economic Development and Innovation (ACOEDI 2026)
26-29 October 2026
info@ifedi.org | 065 924 3925

1. Submission Process
All contributions to ACOEDI 2026 will follow a two-stage submission process, aligned with the conference tracks and contribution types as outlined in the Call for Papers.

Stage 1: Abstract / Concept Submission (Mandatory for All Tracks)

Applicants must submit either:
· An abstract (Track 1: Academic Research Papers), or 
· A concept note / proposal (Tracks 2–5: Practice, Policy, and Innovation Tracks) 
This stage is used for initial screening based on relevance, quality, and alignment with the conference themes and tracks.

Stage 2: Full Submission (Upon Acceptance)

Successful applicants will be invited to submit a full contribution, in a format appropriate to the selected track, including:
· Full academic papers 
· Policy briefs or frameworks 
· Case study reports 
· Innovation showcase reports 
· Venture profiles or presentations 

2. Submission Formats and Track Alignment
ACOEDI 2026 accommodates multiple submission formats to support diverse contributors across academia, policy, industry, and grassroots innovation, in line with the conference’s practice-oriented and implementation-driven approach .
Each track is aligned with specific primary and alternative formats as outlined in the below:
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	Track
	Track Title
	Primary Submission Format
	Alternative / Supporting Formats
	Output Type
	Target Contributors

	Track 1
	Academic Research Papers
	Full Academic Paper (5,000–8,000 words)
	Oral presentation (slides); Poster (optional for students)
	Peer-reviewed paper; Conference proceedings; Journal pipeline
	Researchers, academics, postgraduate students

	Track 2
	Industry Innovation Showcases
	Innovation Showcase Report (1,500–3,000 words) OR Presentation (10–15 slides)
	Live demonstration; Prototype showcase; Technology display
	Demonstration; Innovation case; Implementation model
	Companies, entrepreneurs, technology developers

	Track 3
	Policy and Governance Innovations
	Policy Brief / Policy Framework (2,000–4,000 words)
	Presentation (slides); Panel contribution
	Policy proposal; Governance model; Institutional framework
	Government, policymakers, regulators

	Track 4
	Development Practice Cases
	Case Study Report (2,000–4,000 words)
	Presentation (slides); Poster
	Programme case; Implementation evidence; Lessons learned
	DFIs, NGOs, development practitioners

	Track 5
	Venture, Grassroots & Indigenous Innovations
	Concept Note / Venture Profile (1,000–2,500 words) OR Pitch Deck (max 10 slides)
	Demo; Pitch session; Exhibition booth
	Venture concept; Scalable model; Grassroots innovation
	Startups, grassroots innovators, community enterprises



3. Stage 1: Abstract / Concept Submission Requirements

Track 1: Academic Research Papers – Abstract
· Length: 250–300 words 
· Must include: 
· Background / problem statement 
· Research objective 
· Methodology (brief) 
· Expected or key findings 
· Contribution to economic development 

Tracks 2–5: Concept Note / Proposal
· Length: 300–500 words 
· Must include: 
· Title of the submission 
· Problem or opportunity being addressed 
· Proposed solution, innovation, or case 
· Implementation approach 
· Expected outcomes or impact 
· Relevance to economic development and innovation 

Common Requirements (All Submissions)
· Author(s) / Organisation 
· Track selection 
· 3–5 keywords 
· Contact details 

4. Stage 2: Full Submission Guidelines (Upon Acceptance)
Track 1: Academic Research Papers
· 5,000 – 8,000 words 
· Structured academic format 
· APA referencing 
· Subject to double-blind peer review 

Track 2: Industry Innovation Showcases
· 1,500 – 3,000 words OR 10–15 slide presentation 
· Focus on solution, implementation, and scalability 
· May include demonstration or prototype showcase 

Track 3: Policy and Governance Innovations
· 2,000 – 4,000 words 
· Policy brief or framework 
· Must include implementation considerations 

Track 4: Development Practice Cases
· 2,000 – 4,000 words 
· Case study format 
· Emphasis on lessons, outcomes, and replicability 

Track 5: Venture, Grassroots & Indigenous Innovations
· 1,000 – 2,500 words OR max 10 slide pitch deck 
· Practical, accessible format encouraged 
· Focus on real-world application, scalability, and growth potential 

5. Review and Selection Process
· Stage 1: Screening for relevance, quality, and alignment with conference themes 
· Stage 2: 
· Track 1: Double-blind peer review 
· Tracks 2–5: Technical and impact-based review 
Evaluation criteria include:
· Relevance to conference themes 
· Innovation and originality 
· Practical applicability 
· Contribution to the African Economic Development & Innovation Atlas 2026 

6. Outputs and Publication
Accepted contributions may be:
· Presented at the conference 
· Included in the ACOEDI 2026 Conference Proceedings 
· Incorporated into the African Economic Development & Innovation Atlas 2026 

7. Submission and Enquiries
For submission details and access to the submission portal, please visit:
www.ifedi.org/acoedi
For enquiries:
conference@ifedi.org
theifedi@gmail.com
Tel: 065 924 3925
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