Candidates for Election to Council  - AGM September 2026

Mr Anthony Baker (Hertfordshire Circle) Candidate for Treasurer
Graduate in Mathematics and Mathematical Statistics. Previously worked in technical and policy roles within the UK and international coal industries. Founder volunteer director of a Credit Union since 2002. Member of Hertfordshire Circle (various previous roles, currently treasurer). Council member 2004-2005. Vice President 2005-2007 Secretary 2007-10 President 2011-14 Member of Council 2014-20 Treasurer 2020-25

Mr Brian Hamill (York Circle) Candidate for Vice-President
Retired Classics Teacher: BA University of Exeter; BMus University of London (External); MA Theological Research Durham University. Committee member of local Circle; ex-monk and priest of Mount Saint Bernard Abbey; Past Parent Governor of St Thomas a Becket Catholic College Wakefield; Treasurer of Churches Together in Wakefield; Committee member of Wakefield Interfaith Group.  Member of Council 2012-2013, Vice President 2013-15,  Member of Council 2015-2016, Secretary 2016-18, Acting Secretary 2018-20,  President 2022-24, Vice-President 2025.

Mrs Sophie Rudge (Unattached) Candidate for Secretary
Educated at the Convent of the Holy Child Jesus, Edgbaston, Birmingham and the University of Bristol, qualifying in 1977 as a dentist, and in 1981 as specialist trained orthodontist. Previously worked part-time in specialist orthodontic practice in Chester, having married and had 4 children.
Currently the co-ordinator of the Associates of the Society of the Holy Child Jesus and represents the SHCJ Associates at the National Board of Catholic Women, as well as being on the NBCW Executive. Elected co- president of Andante, the European Alliance of Catholic Women’s Organisations in 2021.  Was co-opted onto the Newman Council towards the end of 2019.

Mr Alexius Mthobi (Eastbourne/Bexhill Circle) Candidate for President
Alex’s first qualification was in Social Sciences (BSc (Hons) and first worked as Social worker. He now holds a Post Graduate qualification in Forced Migration Studies & Human Rights, an MSc MOD from the United States International University, a PGDL, LLM studies in the UK and an LLM – International Human Rights Law under his belt. He also has an MBA and a Chartered Management Institute (CMI) Level 7 in Strategic Management. Alex currently works as an Independent Court Advisor / Adjudicator. In terms of background, Alex was born in South Africa and has dual citizenship of the UK and South Africa. He speaks eight African languages. In his past life, he worked in a number of African countries including Kenya where he was once the IMCS- Pax Romana Pan-African Coordinator. Alex worked as a civil servant in various countries including the UK where he currently resides. He also worked for NGO’s including the Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) in South Africa, IMCS Pax Romana and ICMICA-Pax Romana at the UN Human Rights HQ in Geneva where he participated in the historic planning of the UN World Conference Against Racism and all forms of Discrimination that was hosted by South Africa in Durban. In the UK, Alex is a board member of a couple of organisations and a Council member of the NA. He was also appointed by the Bishop of Arundel as Foundation Governor of St Richards’ Catholic College, an outstanding college in the South East of England. He also serves at his local Parish in various positions. 


 Mrs Carole O’Toole (Wrexham Circle) Candidate for member of council
 I have been a member of the Newman Association for about 25 years. I am also a former member of the Newman Association Council.  I have experience of organising many different types of Newman Association events, varying from the annual programme for my local Circle to conferences and AGMs at local and national level. I am interested in revisiting how we can ensure a viable and relevant future for the Association. The Newman Association faces many challenges including recruiting and retaining members with an interest in promoting the organisation. If elected I hope that I can contribute to addressing these challenges.
A retired Social Worker and former County Borough Councillor, I have experience of voluntary work in several different organisations and continue to be active in my parish with ongoing developments with the Synodal Process.  I would be interested to explore how the Newman Association can harness Synodal ideas and practices into its future plans.

Mr Kevin Clarke  (Ealing Circle) Candidate for member of council
I live in West London and am a member of the Benedictine parish at Ealing Abbey. I have been a member of Ealing Newman Circle for over 30 years- the last eight years as chairperson. I am a retired Chartered Surveyor and a widower with two grown up children. I have an MA in Contemporary Theology in the Catholic Tradition and in Canon Lay,  from Heythrop College at London University. I am a long term follower of Ealing Choral Society and  supporter of Ealing Trailfinder Rugby Club. 

Mr Patrick Dobell   Candidate for member of council
Educated at St Mary's College, Southampton and Jesus College Cambridge
Fellow, Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales
CTA, Institute of Taxation
Worked as Partner, Abraham & Dobell, Chartered Accountants, 1982-1992,
Family Health/Primary Care Accountant, West Sussex HA (and its predecessor NHS bodies) 
1993-2007
 Finance Manager, Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth, 2007-2020
Self employed 2021-2025











