The Newman Association
Annual General Meeting 2025
Held via zoom at 11.30 am on Saturday 6th  September 2025


Present; 
There were 35 members.

Welcome and opening prayer;
Brian Hamill welcomed everyone and Father Pat Kilgarriff offered an opening prayer.

Apologies;
There were apologies received from 12 members

Minutes of 2024 AGM;
These were unanimously approved.

Matters Arising:
Brian Hamill felt it was too late to contact the hierarchy by the time the annual report was published.  We only had the annual report as a draft at the AGM.

Report of Trustees;

Brian Hamill, President;
You will have received and read my report for the Annual Report 2024-5 and I will therefore  just add a further remark about how difficult it is becoming with so few members being prepared to act as officers at local circle level and also at national council level. 
I should now like to appeal for volunteers to be officers. In particular, Anthony Baker will retire as treasurer in 2026, so we urgently need someone to shadow him prior to taking over from him next year. In general, it would also be very helpful to have volunteers as potential back-up to assist outside Council with the work, for example, on the Newman Journal. 

Comments;
John Duddington thanked Brian for all his work.
Father Pat suggested parishes could promote the Margaret Beaufort Institute Newman lectures.
John and Anne Duddington thanked Barry Riley for all his work and for modernising the Journal.
Alex Mthobi thanked Brian for his leadership and calmness and articulated what an honour it had been to work under him.

Sophie Rudge, Secretary;

This last year has been a quiet year for me, thanks to the enormous support I receive from other members.
Cindy Hamill our membership secretary, Anthony our treasurer and Barbara Bolgiano who is communicating with our unattached members and preparing our Newman newsletter.  All are saving me enormous amounts of time and work and I am pleased to have an opportunity to publicly thank them for all they do. 
 I organised a Lenten retreat at Ampleforth and also a pilgrimage , both led by Father Pat, to Nicaea for the 1700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea . This was an ecumenical pilgrimage, but it was enjoyed enormously by the sadly dwindling number of  Newman members who participated. 
I am also working with Alex Mthobi our Pax Romana link , who is organising an online Pax Romana event for Europe on Saturday 20th September.  I will send out final details soon, but as it is online I hope many Newman members will join the meeting.
There will also be a Pax Romana event in Bilbao in November.
I attended the recent Andante meeting in Gdansk as Newman representative and I am delighted to inform you the Study Days for 2026 will be held in England at Walsingham. I really hope the Newman Association will have a strong presence as Andante events are always thought provoking and inspiring. It will be the 20th anniversary event for Andante and Freda Lambert from the Newman association was one of the founding women.
I notice there is an omission from the agenda for today, which I prepared.
 I should therefore like to rectify this now, by recording my enormous thanks and gratitude to Brian Hamill who steps aside from the role of President after 4 years as president, and more as acting president.  He has wisely and practically steered the Newman Association through the difficult transition to a CIO, which has required hours of preparation and diplomacy, as well as working to keep the Newman Association alive and relevant today. We all owe him an enormous debt and I am very happy he has not stepped aside, but has offered to continue on Council in the role of Vice President.
Perhaps we could show our appreciation now by a solitary round of applause despite all being muted.

Comments;
Brian Hamill thanked Father Pat for the pilgrimage and retreat and Father Pat replied how valuable these times are for the Newman Association.

Treasurer’s Report;
Anthony Baker
The report for 2024-2025  previously published in June/July should have been labelled Draft.  The final version which has been approved by the independent auditor is now on the website.

Comments;
Anne Riley expressed thanks to Anthony Baker, particularly for the support he has given Ealing circle.

Adoption of Accounts;
The accounts were accepted by a unanimous show of hands.

Appointment of Independent Examiner;
David Swallow was proposed again by Anthony Baker.
David Swallow would like us to adopt an online banking system and electronic accounting zero system, so he can see what we are doing, although he would not alter figures without the Treasurer’s consent.
This was accepted by a unanimous show of hands.

Election of Officers and Council;
All were approved.
President
 Alex Mthobi

Vice President
 Brian Hamill

Secretary 
 Sophie Rudge

Treasurer
 Anthony Baker

Members of Council
Barbara Bolgiano
Carole O’Toole

Alex Mthobi thanked Cindy for managing the elections and everyone who elected him as president. He feels he has a good team around him and together everyone achieves more. We are embarking on a journey and we need everyone’s ideas, so he would welcome thoughts for the future.

Loyal Greeting to the Hierarchy;
Celia Capstick thinks we should keep this tradition, as it keeps the Newman association in front of the Archbishops.
Father Pat thinks the Newman Association should be brought to the Bishops attention.
Alex Mthobi agreed to send our annual report with a journal to the Archbishops of England,Wales and Scotland.
This was approved by everyone.

Any other Business:
Other ways were suggested for publicising the Newman Association.
Suggestions included parish councils, universities, chaplains of Christian schools.
Sarah Walker, an oblate at Ampleforth and a headmistress suggested social media and IT and targeting secondary schools for younger members.
Michael Kerrigan suggested hybrid circle meetings.
Freda Lambert reported all Coventry circle meetings are available via zoom.
Suggestions were to hold meetings in the afternoon and Marie Rose suggested Saturday morning works well. 
Alex Mthobi thinks in person meetings are an opportunity for new members.
Anne Duddington agrees we need IT, but we value in person meetings.  Circles could have a representative who reaches out to those unable to attend.
Carole O’Toole wants to look at new ways for the Newman Association and Council are planning a single item meeting to look at future strategy.
Gerald Williams at Tyneside have tried afternoon and evening meetings with 100 people across both times. He feels Jesmond offers potential for new members, as well as working with the Anglicans.

Alex Mthobi thanked the previous council, Father Pat  and everyone for attending.
The meeting concluded with a blessing from Father Pat.


