Faith, Grace, and Abraham's Journey Summary

Date: March 15, 2026

The sermon opened with a warm welcome for newcomers and an invitation to share
refreshments. The group began with a prayer, seeking God's guidance and the transformative
power of the Bible.

Exploring Human Nature and Crisis

The discussion centred on the recurring nature of human crisis:

e Root Cause: Referenced Alan Greenspan’s analysis that human nature—not just
economics—is the root of recurring crises.

e Biblical Parallels: Parallels were drawn to Genesis, specifically the Fall (Genesis 3), Cain
and Abel (Genesis 4), the Flood (Genesis 7), and the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11).

e Key Insight: Each crisis is linked by a flawed human nature that resists God's established
order.

The Introduction of Abraham and the Theme of Grace

The narrative shifts from humanity's collective failure to the specific story of Abrahamin
Genesis 11:27:

e An Unlikely Choice: Abraham came from a family of moon-worshippers and faced
personal loss and infertility.

e Radical Grace: God's choice of Abraham demonstrates "grace"—radical, undeserved
kindness based on God'’s character rather than human merit.

e The Reversal: In Genesis 12:2-3, Abraham is given five blessings that mirror and signal the
reversal of the five curses found earlier in Genesis.

e The Promise: These blessings include land, God’s presence, greatness, and the call to be a
blessing to others.



The Response: Faith and Obedience

The group explored how one should respond to such grace:

e Sacrifice and Trust: Abraham left behind his family, homeland, and security for the
unknown, trusting solely in God's promises.

e Faithfulness vs. Determination: A comparison was made to Abraham'’s father, Terah, who
started the journey but did not finish it; the group concluded that true faithfulness is
required to reach God's promises.

e The "Operating System": A key takeaway was that faith should not be a mere "app" (a

small part of life) but the "operating system"” (the foundation of all life).

Summary and Action Plan

The meeting concluded with a call to be "astonished" by God's abundance of grace and to
respond with active trust:

e Reflect: Consider how God'’s grace has shaped your personal life.

e Integrate: Evaluate how faith can move from being compartmentalized to becoming the
foundation of daily living.

e Respond: Actively trust and follow God'’s invitation.
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