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The American Council on Education (ACE) is a 
membership organization that mobilizes the 
higher education community to shape effective 
public policy and foster innovative, high-quality 
practice. As the major coordinating body for the 
nation’s colleges and universities, our strength lies 
in our diverse membership of nearly 1,600 
colleges and universities, related associations, and 
other organizations in the United States and 
abroad.

ACE is the only major higher education association 
to represent all types of U.S. accredited, 
degree-granting institutions. Our members 
educate two out of every three students in all 
accredited, degree-granting U.S. institutions.



National Engagement
State Policies Driving National Impact
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Colorado: 67.81%
Georgia: 66.06%
Delaware: 64.62%
Utah: 63.16%
Arkansas: 62.52%
District of Columbia: 60.09%
North Dakota: 59.18%
Louisiana: 57.78%
Idaho: 56.62%
Nevada: 50.37%

The Ground Game for National Policy



Legislature and Governor Control
NCSL | August 29, 2025 

Beyond 
Partisanship: 
local 
accountability 
controls



Designing a National Engagement Strategy | 
All Politics are Local

Educate
Affirm and strengthen public 
trust by fostering awareness 
about the role and value of 
postsecondary degrees

Create
Develop the infrastructure to 
convene and grow a national 
network of member communities 
advancing state policies

Advocate
Build and empower member 
communities to strategically 
engage on state public policy



State Strategies

Integrating with federal 
advocacy

Cutting through the culture 
wars

Workforce readiness as a 
translator

Defining a higher education 
ecosystem

Democratizing engagement





Questions?




